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NAVAL  TRANSACTIONS, 

From  tlic  Year  1719,  to  the  Dealh  of  King  George  II. 

in  1760. 


Contiuonccraeut  of  hostilities  with  the  French— Actionncar  N«w» 
foundkind — Engagement  off  Minorca— Proceed ings  on  the  Trial 
of  Admiral   Byng-  Action  off  L(Mji»biirg"-Pr()cetdi|»gs  in  tli« 
East  Indies--G«llnnt  Action  of  CftptttinDciith,  in  theTerribl* 
PriTateer— Expediti<;n    Rgninst  Rochfort — Successes  of  Cap- 
tain Lockhart — V«r'  us  Actions  betweer  8^"g^c  Ship9-~Expedi- 
tion  aguiust  Loui:*bnrg — Engngciu«nt  off  CajM<  Frtin^ois — Expe- 
dition   agttinst   St.    Maio — Engngenicnt  olf   Cape   de   Gatt— 
Taking  of  Louibbiirg — Action  near  Martiiiico->Tuliing  of  tha 
French  Settlements  in  Africa — Naval   Operations    in  the  East 
Indies — Engagement   in   the   Bay  of  Qtiibcron — Engagement 
near  the  Coast  of  Barbar^--Taking  of  Quebec— Engagement  off 
'  Ceylon — Gallantry  of  three  Captains  of  East  Indiamen — Des- 
cent of  the  French   at   Carritkfcrgus— -Actions  off' the  Isle  of 
Man,  near  Lisbon,  and  in  the  West  Indies — State  of  the  llojal 
Navy  at  the  Death  o^^  King  George  1 1. 

X  HE  treaty  concluded  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  was  not 
long  respected  by  the  French.  In  direct  violation  of 
that  treaty,  they,  in  174-9,  seized  and  lorhfied  the 
neutral  island  of  Tobago,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in 
1151  equipped  a  squadron  lo  disturb  the  British  settle* 
nents  oq  the  coast  of  Africa.  Tobago  was,  however* 
evacuated  iipon  the  remonstrance  of  ihe  English  go- 
vernment, vjhkh  also  dispatched  a  squadron   to  the 

VOL.  II.  fi. 


4  TUB    •RlTJtH   TAIBINT; 

African  coait,  lo  frustrate  ^ny  hostile  design  that  might 
be  attempted  by  the  French.  The  English  commodore. 
Captain  Quckle,  immediately  on  his  arrival  informed 
the  French  commander,  M.  Perrier  de  Salvert,  that  un- 
less he  withdrew  from  that  coast  he  should  be  under  tho 
necessity  of  compelling  him.  This  spirited  conduct 
induced  the  compliance  of  M.  de  Salvert,  notwithstand- 
ing the  great  superiofi ty  of  his  force,  and  he  retired  with 
his  squadron. 

This  manifest  want  of  sincerity  on  the  part  of  th« 
French  government,  rendered  it  necessary  to  keep  on 
foot  a  powerful  navy  during  the  few  years  of  peace 
which  the  nation  enjoyed. 

In  -the  Ea^t  Indies  hostilities  never  ceased  entirely 
between  the  French  and  English  companies;  and  in 
J754  the  directors  of  the  latter  were  obliged  to  apply 
for  a  sqaadron  to  protect  their  settlements.  Four  sail 
of  the  line  and  two  smaller  vessels  were  accordingly  dis* 
patched  to  that  quarter,  under  the  command  of  Rear- 
admiral  Watson. 

The  repeated  insults  and  encroachments  of  the  French 
in  North  America,  and  (he  disturbance  they  gave  to 
the  British  settler.*:,  particularly  in  Nova  Scotia^  obliged 
the  government  likewise  to  send  out  a  force  to  protect 
its  subjects  in  (hat  quarier.  It  consisted  of  two  50-gun 
ships,  with  a  budy  of  land-forces.  The  departure  of 
this  littie«rmament  was  no  sooner  known  by  the  French 
court,  than  it  furnished  them  with  a  pretext  for  equip- 
ping a  powerful  fleet,  at  Brest  and  Rochfort.  Prepara- 
tions were -in  consequence  made  in  England  to  repel  any 
flj^gression  that  might  be  meditated,  and  in  the  month  ot' 
March  forty-three  ^11  of  the  line,  besides  other  vessels, 
were  put  into  commission.    At  th«  same  lime  orderg 
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ivera  given  tiiat  they  sliould  put  to  sea  with  all  possible 
expedition. 


ACTION  NEAR.  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

The  French  4eet  consisting  of  twenty-fivi;  sail  of  the 
line,  besides  frigates  and  transports,  with  a  large  body 
of  forces,  pac  to  sea  in  the  month  of  April.     M.  Macna* 
mara  having  escorted  it  into  what-  was  thought  to  be  a 
fa%  latitude,  returned  to  Brest  with  '  ine  of  the  largest 
•hips,  while  M.  Bois  de  h  Motte  ,    rnuedhis  course 
with  Ihe  remainder  towards  America.    This  ititeJIigenGe 
was  no  90«ner  received  in  England,  tha.i  Vice-admiral 
BoKcawew^  was  ordered  to  sail  with  eleven  ships  of  th« 
Hue,  and  a   frigate,  having  on   board  two  regiments* 
The  admiral  received- instructions  to  cruize  off  the  banki 
of  Newfoundland,  and  to  treat  the  BVsnch  as  enemiei 
•wherever  he  met  them.    The  English   squadron  left 
Plymouth  on  riif;27th  of  April,  and  on  the  I.lth  of  the 
ensuing  month  Rear-admiral  Holburne  was  dispatched 
i^ith  a  reinforcement  of  six  sail  of  the  linir,  and  a  frigate, 
\vith  whicK  he  was  tbrtanate  enough  to  join  the  com* 
m^mder  in  chief,  off*  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.     On 
the  8tb  of  June,  while  the  British  f!eet  lay  ofFCape 
Race,  the  sou(hrmmo<4t  point  of  that  island,  three  sail  o£ 
Frenchmen  of  war,  which  had  been  separated  from  Mu 
Boia  de  la  Mette,  in  a  (og^  were  discovered.     Th« 
The  Dunkirk)  of  60  guns,  Captain  Howe,  with  som« 
bther  vessels  was  immediately  ordered  to  give  chace. 
The  French  madeali  the  sail  they  coivid,  but  yet  about 
tioon,  the  Dunkirk  got  alongside  of  the  scernmost  ship^ 
which  proved  to  be  the  Alcide^  of  64'  guns,  commanded 
b^^' Commodore d'Hoqiwrt.  Gaptaia  Hovyeincenipltanc^ 
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vf\i\\  his    infilructions,    immediately   required   (hat  b« 
should  go  under  Admiral  Buscawen's  stern,  to  which 
the  Frcncii  commodore  replied  by  asking  whether  the 
(wo  nations  were  at  peace  or  war.     Captain  Howe  re* 
peated  hi^  orders,  generously  desiring  him  to  prepare 
for  the  worst,  as  he  every  moment  expected  a  signal  to 
fire  into  the  Alcide,  for  not  bringing-to.     The  thipt 
were  now  close  to  each  other,  yard-arm  and  yard-arm. 
A  number  of  ladies,  officers,  and  soldiers  being  upOQ 
(he  deck.  Captain  Howe  warned  them  of  the  danger  (o 
which  they  would  be  exposed,  and  advised  (hem,  as  it 
was  not  their  duly  to  defend  the  ship,  to  remove  out  of 
the  way  before  he  began  the  engagement.-    This  advice 
ihey  complied  with,  and  now  perceiving  the  red  flag 
hoisted  at  the  admirals  fore-top  gallant-mast-bead.  Cap- 
tain -Howe  poured  in  a  whole  broadside  and  a  volley  of 
iire-arms  which  was  immediately  returned.    The  first 
broadside  silenced  three  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  killed 
nearly  fifty  officers  and  men.    The  French  commodore, 
however,  defended  himself  with  the  u(most  obsdnacy ; 
but  the  Dunkirk's  guns  being  double  shotted  did  tuch 
execution  at  every  round,  that  his  officers  were  unable 
to  keep  the  men  to  their  quarters,  and  one  of  tbem  was 
actually  run  through  the  body  as  an  example  to  the  rest. 
The  English  fleet  meanwhile  approached,  and  just  ai  it 
came  up,  the  Alcide  struck.  The  slaughter  in  that  vessel 
was  very  great,  and  when  the  French  commodore  was 
brought  on  board  the  Dunkirk,  he  observed  to  the  gal- 
lant Captain  Howe,  ihat,  "  it  was  cruel  to  engage  so 
very  close."    The  governor  of  Louisburg,  four  officers 
of  distinction,    and    a  considerable  number  of    land- 
forces  were  taken  in  this  vessel,  together  with  abotU 
30,0001.  in  specie.    The  Dunkirk^  in  this  action>  had 
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icvcn  men  killed,  tnd  about  as  many  wounded.  She 
received  great  damage  in  her  masts  and  yards,  and  her 
sails  and  rigging  were  entirely  cut  to  pieces.  This  gal- 
lant achievement  was  the  dawning  of  that  glory  after^ 
wards  acquired  by  one  of  Britain's  most  distinguished 
caval  heroes,  the  late  Earl  Howe. 

While  the  Dunkirk  was  engaging  the  French  commo- 
dore, the  Lys,  pierced  fer  64  guns,  but  having  only  M 
mounted,  was  taken  after  little  resisUnce  by  the  De- 
fiance and  Fougueux.  The  third  ship,  which,  accord- 
ing to  report,  was  the  Dauphin  of  74-  guns,  escaped  un- 
der favor  of  a  thick  fog.  The  capture  of  these  vesselt 
was  attended  with  a  singular  circumstance  relative  to 
Admiral  Boscawen,  this  being  the  third  time  that  Ihe 
French  commodore*  M.  D'Hoquartj  became  hi»  pri- 
soner. 


Finding  that  the  rest  of  the  enemy's  fleet  had  arrived 
safe  at  Quebec  and  Louisburg,  the  admiral  proceeded 
to  Halifax,  leaving  »  squadron  under  Rear-Admiral 
Holburne  to  block  up  the  latter  port.  In  entering  the 
port  of  Halifax,  the  Mars  of  64  guns  was  lost  through 
tlie  unskilfulness  of  the  pilot,  but  the  crew  and.  stores 
were  saved.  The  squadron  having  refitted.  Admiral 
Boscawen  sailed  for  England,  where  he  arrived  in  No- 
vember with  his  prizes  and  1500  prisoners. 

In  the  month  of  July  a  fleet,  consifting  of  nineteen 
tail  of  the  line,  put  to  sea*  under  the  command  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hawke,  who  was  ordered  to  cruize  ofl"  Cape  Fi- 
visterre,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  a  French  convoy 
expected  hon^  from  the  West  Indies.    In  October*  Sic 
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Edward  wai  succeeded  in  the  coaiinand  by  Admiraf 
Byng.  On  the  14th  of  the  cnituing  month.  Captain  Ste- 
vens in  the  Orford,  one  of  the  sthipn  belonging  to  this 
fleet,  fell  in  with,  ami  after  a  iiharp  contest,  took  the  £s- 
peranceof  74  gunsy  commttiKifd  by  the  Count  de  Boa- 
vet.  This  vessel  wa»  one  of  the  Louisburg  squadron* 
SMid  was  soextremcly  old  and  leaky,  that  Admiral  Byng, 
after  taking  out  her  pepple,  ordered  her  to  b«  set  on 
lira. 

*         ENGAGEMENT  IN  THE  MEDITERRANEAN. 

'  Plnsparatfons  for  war  were  now  made  on  both  sides, 
fbutit  was  not  terma>ty  declared  till  the  18th  of  May 
175^.  A  formidable  fleet  had  been  equipped  at  Tou- 
lon, and  tt  large  body  of  French  troops,  under  M.  de  Ri- 
chelieu, had  landed  on  the  island  of  Minorca,  and  bid 
liege  to  Mahon.  A  fleet  was  therefore  ordered  to  be 
got  ready  with  the  utmost  expedition  for  tiie  relief  of 
that  place,  and  the  command  of  it  was  given  td  Admiral 
ISyng.  Miany  unforeseen  delays  and  difficulties-  pre- 
vented the  saitmg  of  (his  squadron,  consisting  of  only 
ten  tail  of  the  Ime,  till- the  6th  of  April,  aid  even  then 
'most  of  the  ships  were  deficient  in  their  complement  of 
laen.  Being  detained  in  his  passage  by  cahns  and  con- 
trary winds,  it  was  the  2d  of  May  before  the  admiral  ar- 
rived at  6ihraltar,  where  he  was  joined  by  Commodore 
Cdg'xumbe,  who  had  escaped  from  Mahon  with  th« 
ihips  under  hrs  command.  Admiral  Byng's  force  was 
now  composed  of  the  following  vessels: — 


tiiipt. 


Guns. 


Men*  Commanders. 

r  Hon,  John  Byng,  admira] 
ilaminies  . •  .  »t.  .90<<^7£0  i     of  the  Blue. 

.  t  Capu  At  Gardiner^ 
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Buckingham.  ••••68.  .585  < 

Culloden 74. 

Capiain 64, 

Revenge ....... 64. 

Lancaster .  •  • 66» 

Trident 64. 

Intrepid •••64. 

Kingston .......  GOm 

Princess  Louisa.  .60. 
Defiance ....... .60. 

Portland........  50. 

Deptfordc .  ....  ..do. 

Chester  fi«ld 40. 

Experiment 20  • 

Dolphin...... ..90. 

Phoenix ........  20. 

Fortune ...H. 


Rear-admiral  West. 

Capt.  M.  Everitt. 
.600....H.  Ward. 

.500 Charles  Catford. 

.500.....^.  Cornwall. 

.520 Hon.  C^.  Edgecum^ 

-500 Ph.  Durell. 

.500. . . .James  Young. 
•400. . . .  William  Parry. 

.400 Hon.  T.Noel. 

.460....T.  Andrews. 
..300.... P.  Baird. 
..'{00.... J.  Amherst. 
.250.... J.  Lloyd. 
-160.. ..J.  Oilchrist.- 
.160....B.  Marlow. 
.160.... Hon.  O.  Hervey. 
.  100. .  •  •  James  Maplesden. 
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The  Admiral  lost  no  time  in  getting  these  ships  ready 
for  sea,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  relieve  the  garrison  of  Fort 
St.  Philip.  The  French  force  in  the  Mediterranean  at  thii 
time  was  about  equal  in  point  of  number  to  the  English, 
but  in  condition  and  equipment  it  possessed  very  great 
advantages.  The  following  were  the  ships  of  which  it 
was  composed : — 

Ships.  Guiu.    Men.  Commanden. 

r  M.  de  la  Galissoniere,  lieu* 
Le  Foudroyant  •  .84.  .950  <     tenant-general. 

(Capt.  M.  de  L'Aigui!le« 


io 
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La  CouroBae....44'. 


Le  Redoubtable. .74. 

Le  Giierrier...-.74, 
Le  TemcraUe.  ...74- 

Le  Triton -.-,i..C4. 
Le  Lion.. ....... 61*. 

Le  Content ....  .64- 

Le  Sage. ....... 64. 

L*Orph^e..^..,.64. 

Le  Fier ,.50. 

L'HippopoUnM»..50. 
La  Jnnon..^....46. 
La  Rose. „-..*.. 32. 
La  Grac'ieiix, . . .  2>2. 


La  Topaze...-..28. 
La  N}'niphe....28, 


r*M.  de  la  Clue,  chef  d*ef* 
^800  <      cadre.  ' 

(.Capt.  M.  de  Qabanous. 

rM.   de    Glendeyes,    chei 
-800  <      d*eacadre. 

(Capt.  M.  de  Mar90i»ville. 
.800..M.  Villat  de  la  Bross^. 
.800..M.  de  Beaumont  de  Malb4* 
-600.  «M.  de  Mercier. 
-600.  -M.  de  St.  Aignari. 
.600..M.  de  Salien  Granuno&i^ 
. 600. ,, M.  de  Revest 
•  600. -M.  de  Raimundit. 
.530..M.  de  Hervilltfe. 
.550«.M.  de  RocheioaurSi  ' 
.300..M.  de  B<^ussler. 
.250.  -M.  de  Coslobelle. 
.250..M.  de  Marquitisoo. 
.230..M.  de  Came  Montalete* 
.250...M.  de  Callian. 


96^  9.^50  -  ■    .■       > 

Tbeeventa  subsequent  (o  tlie  departure  of  tlie  British 
admiral  from  Gibraltar,  w'A\  be  bes^  described  in  hh 
own  letter,  which  we  have  inserted  at  length,  and  many 
of  the  passages  of  which  were  suppressed  iu  li»e  official 
publication  of  the  British  government. 


•'Sir, 


"  RamilUes,  off  Mimrca,  7.5th  Majf,  175G. 


"  I  have  the  plcaiure  to  desire  yon  vull  acquaint  thek 
Lordships,  that,  having  sailed  frosa  Gibraltar  on  the  ftth« 


le,  chef  d'efk 
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ligol'dfT '^lahdfl  M)ii*ihe  I9th,  having 'been  joined  by 
hib  maj^ty'sihip  Phanix,  oflTMajorrti,  two  dnys'bdbre, 
by  whom  i  'hall  <ctortfif meK  .he  imelligence  I  received  at 
Cibraharof^the  strength  dfihe  fVeneh^fieet^and  ofthetr 
being olTMirhon.  'His  majesty'sxtolors  'WtBre  still 'flying 
at  the  caitte  of 'St.  ♦Philip,  and  It:»uld  perceive  several 
bomb^batteries  't)Iaying  upon  It  'frofn  diffierent  parts'. 
French 'c6lo^  we  saw  'flying  on  the  west  part  df  St. 
Phll/p.  il  dispat<ihed  the  Pb«eni«,Ddliih!n  and  Chcs- 
terfieM  a^head  to  tecoftnoitre  tlie  harbor^  mouth,  ^ird 
ordered  Gaptain  Hervey'to  'endeavoitr  to  land  a  fetter 
forGeneraPBldkeney;to  let  him  knowlhe  fleet  was  here 
to  his4is8istance,'  *  ihotkgh  eifety  ono^  vra^s  tif  'opiiilon  we 
could  be  of  no  use  to  him,  as  byalNcccuttts  ^o  |)lsce 
Was  secut^  for  covering  a  knding  could' we  have^^pared 
any  people.  The '  Phoenix '  was  also'  to  make  the ' private 
signal  between  'Captain'  H^sney  and '  Captain  Scrope/as 
this '  latter  wouM  undoubtedlyComedfr  if  It  were  prae^ 
ticable,'havihg>kept  eheBol^hlri's'biirge^ith  him.  Eiit 
the  enemy's  fleet  iitpi^rhig  to'lhe  sottth^ea^t,  and  '^ 
wind  at  the^me  time  comtng>  strong  tfff  ihe^lahd,  obliged 
tne  ta  call  in  the  ihtps  before  they  eoiild  g^t  qtrite'^o 
near  ibe ^entrance  df'thc'^tbonnis  toascertain^hat  biit* 
teries  or  guns  might  be;  piae0l^t)O'pre«cilt  our 'having  «ny 
communication  wHh  'the*  oa'Mle.  ^IKn^  littIe'W4nd/  it 
was' five befofe'I  c«Hild'£»rm  'my  line,  or'distingriilA  any 
of'the'en^enry's'tnGtloftR,  «nd  was  ^i«e  taaible'to  Jtfiige 
bf  Iheir'fbrce  excepting  by  their  nifftfbers,  ^hi6h*Weris 
seventeen,  and '  of  these  thirteen  'appeared'  to  be^arge* 
They  at  first  stood  towards  us  in  a  negdiar 'line,  anl9 
tacked  about  seven,  A^vhichl  judged'wai  to  endeavour 
to  gam  the  whd  6f  «s  •  during  the  m;^ ;  svlhi^t,  bein^ 
hk^,  I  te^lked  in-order  to^  keep*  the  wvaiber'gageof  Ifaero, 


If 


fBt  BtlTISR  TRIDIHTI 


I 


Of  well  ai  to  nmke  nire  of  the  Iand«wiii4  in  the  no^ioi^. 
Being  very  basy,  and  not  above  five  leaguet  o£f  Cape 
Mola/we  tacked  off  towards  the  enemy  at  eleven^  aod 
«t  day-light  hful  no  ligbkof  them ;  but  two  tartanS|»,  ynik 
the  French  private  signal,  being  dose  in  with  the  rear 
.of  ear  fleet>  I  sent  the  Prin^ss  Louisa  to  chace  one,  and 
fnade  ihn  signal  ibr  the  rear-admiral,  who  was  nearest 
Ibe  Qther>  to  send  ships  to  chace  her.  The  Ffincest 
JLouisa,  Defiance*  and  Captain,  stood  off  to  a  great  dis- 
tance; the  Defiance,  however,  took  the  vessel  she  was 
in  chace  of,  on  board  of  which  were  |two  captains,  two 
Jieuiepants,  and  102  private  soldiers,  who  were  sent  out 
Akp  fdny  before  with  600  men  on  boa:d  Jtfirtans  to  rein* 
jforee  \he  French  fleet.  ,  , 

"  On  our  appearing  off  the  place,  the  Phoenii^  upon 
.Captain  Hervey's  offer,  prepared  to  serve  as  a  fire-ship, 
.but  without  damaging  her  as  a  frigate  till  the  signal  Was 
laade  to  prime,  when  she  was  toyicttttle  her  decks,  every 
litfpg  else  being  pn^red  that  the  time  and  place  allow* 
iedof.  The  enemy  now;  began  to  appear  from  the  mast* 
|iead.  I  called  -in  the  cruisers,  and  when  they,  had 
joined  me,  I  tacked  towards  the  enemy  and  forme(f  the 
Jint  a-hecd.  I  found  the  French  were  preparing  iheirt 
to  leeward,  having  unsuccessfully  endeavoured  ip  wea^ 
ther  me.  They  were  twelve  large  ships-of  the  line  an4 
five  frigates.  As  soop  as  I  judg^  the  rear  of  our  fleet 
iolHT  the  length  of  tl^ir  van,  we  tacked  all  togeM|er,an4 
I  iminedialely  made  the  signal  for  the  ships  that  led  to 
lead  large,  directin^j  the  Deptford  to  quit  the  line,  that 
{IOCS  might  be  equal  in  pumber  to  theifs. 
..  '*  At  two  I  made  the  signal  to  engage,  as  I  fbond  it 
Wi*  the  surest  method  of  ordering  every  ship  to  dote 
io^  on  the  one  that  ieU  to  her  lot*   And  hm  I W  t 
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expretft  my  gtttX  taiisfaction  at  the  very  galbnt  manner 
in  which  the  rear-admiral  set  the  van  the  example,  by 
insUntly  bearing  down  on  the  ship  he  was  to  engage 
with  his  second,   and   thus  causing  the  French  ships 
to  begin  the  engagement,  which  they  did  by  raking  ours 
as  they  went  down.    I  bore  down  on.  the  ship  tliat  lay 
opposite  to  me,  and  began  to  engage  her,  after  having 
received  the  fire  fur  some  time  in  going  down.    The 
Intrepid,  unfortunately,  in  the  very  beginning  had  her 
fore-top-mast  shot  away ;  and  as  it  hung  on  the  fore- 
sail and  backed  it,  the  crew  lost  all  command  of  the  ship, 
her  fore-tack  and  braces  being  cut  at  the  same  time,  so 
that  she  drove  on  the  next  ship,  obliging  that  and  the 
ships  a-head  of  me  to  f  hrow  ail  a-back.    This  compelled 
me  to  do  the  same  for  some  minutes,  to  avoid  their  fall- 
ing on  board  of  me,  but  not  before  we  had  driveii  our 
adversary  out  of  the  line,  who  put  before  the  wind^ 
and  had  several  shot,  fired  at  him  by  his  own  admiral. 
This  not  only  caused  the  enemy's  centre  to  remain  un* 
attacked,  but  lefl  the  rear-admiral's  division  rather  un» 
covered  for  some  time.    I  sent  and  called  to  the  ships 
a-head  of  me  to  make  sail  and  go  down  on  the  enemy; 
and  ordered  the  Chestorfield  to  lie  by  the  Intrepid,  and 
the  Deptford  to  supply  the  place  of  the  latter.    I  found 
tlie  enemy  edged  away  constantly,  and  as   they  went 
three  feet  to  our  one,  they  would  never  permit  out 
closing  with  them,  but  took  the  advantage  of  destroying 
our  rigging :  for  though  I  closed  the  rear-admiral  fast,  I 
found  I  could  not  again  overtake  the  enemy,  whose  van 
were  fairly  driven  from  their  line;  but  their  admiral 
was  joining  them  by  bearing  away. 

"  By  this  thne  it  was  past  six,  and  the  enemy's  van  and 
ours  were  at  too  great  a  distance  to  engage.    I  per« 
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««ived  rome  of  their  ships  stretching  to  tbd  northward, 
and  imagined  they  were  going  to  ibm  a  new  -line.  1 
made  the  signal  for  the  headmost  ships  to  taolc»  and  those 
that  led  before  with  larboard  tacks  to  lead  with  th<:  star- 
board, that  I  might,  by  the  first,  keep  the  wind  if  pos- 
sible of  the  enemy ;  and  by  the  second  be  iietwaen  the 
enemy  and  the  rear-adrairars  division,  which  had  scs^er^ 
QBOSt ;  as  aliX)  to  cover  the  Intrepid*  which  I  perceived 
to  be  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  whose  loss  would  pro* 
dttoe  a  g?eat  balance  against  us,  if,  as  I  expected,  they 
sbquld  attack  us  the  next  morning.  I  bfought  to  about 
fMght  that  night,  to  join  the  Intrepid  and  to  refit  eur 
9f;ips  as  fast  as  possible,  and  continued  so  all  night. 

**  The  neKt  morning  we  saw  nothing  of  the  enemy 
thovgh  we  were  stUl  lying  io.  Mahon  was  N.  N.  W. 
about  ten  or  eleven  leagues.  I  sent  out  crutaert  to  look 
i^r  (he  Intrepid  and  Chesterfield,  which  join^  me  tbe 
HWHii  dity  3  and  finding,,  firom  a  statement  of  the  condition 
of  the  squadron  delivered  to  me,  that  fche  Captain,  In- 
trepid* and  Defiance,  which  latter  had  lost  her  captain^ 
were  much  damaged  in  their  masts,  so  that  they  were  in 
danger  of  not  being  able  to  secure  their  masts  properly 
Hi  sea ;  and  also  that  the  squadron  in  genera}  were  very 
sickly ,^  having  many  killed  and  wounded,  and  no  place 
to  put  one  third  of  their  number,  if  1  even  made  an  hos- 
pital ship  of  the  Chesterfield,  which  wouM  be  no  easy 
matter  at  sea :  I  thought  proper,  iu  this  situation,  to-caH 
a  council  Oif  war  before  I  agpin  went  to  look  for  the 
enemy.  I  desiced  the  attendance  of  General  Stuart, 
h^rd  Effingham,  Lord  Robert  Bertie,  and  Cobnel  Com- 
wallis,  that  I  might  c<^llect  their  opinions  oi\  the  present 
HHvi^on  of  MiivDfca  and  Qibrakar,  and  make  sure  of 
pi oltsptiog^  '.he  'lattee,  since  it  was  iouad  impradicaUB 
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cilher  tc  succor  or  relieve  the  foimer  with  Ihc  force  we 
had ;  for  though  we  may  justly  claim  the  victory,  yet 
we  are  much  inferior  to  the  enemy  in  the  weight  of 
ships,  though  the  numbers  are  equal ;  and  they  have 
the  advantage  of  sending  their  wounded  to  Minorca, 
and  receiving  re-inforcements  of  seamen  from  their 
transports,  and  soldiers  from  their  camp;  all  \ithich  has 
undoubtedly  been  done,  in  the  time  that  we  have  been 
lying-to,  in  order  to  refit,  and  of\en  in  sighk*of  Minorca; 
and  their  "^hips  have  more  than  once  appeared  in  a  line 
from  our  mast-heads. 

« 1  send  their  lordships  Mie  resolution  of  the  cotfncil  of 
war,  in  which  not  the  least  contention  or  doubt  arose. 
il   hope  indeed  we  shall  find  store;*  to  refit  our  ships  at 
'Gibraltar,    nd  if  I  have  any  re-inforcement,  will  not 
lose  B  <nom«)4's  time  to  seek  the  enemy  again,  and  once 
more  give  them  battle,  though  tikey  have  a  great  advan- 
tage in  being  clean  ships,  that  go  three  feet  to  our  one, 
and,  tbereft>re,  have  the  choice  how  they  will  engage 
ttt,  or  whether  they  will  engage  us  at  all ;  and  will 
nevef  let  us  cloiie  with  them,  as  theif  sole  vi^w  is  lo 
disable  our  shipH,  tn  which  they  have  but  too  well  sue 
ceeded,  though  we  obliged  them  to  bear  ap.     I  do  ffOt 
send  their  lordships  the  particulars  of  our  losses  arid  da« 
mages  by  this,  as  it  would  take  much  time,  and  that  I 
am  willing  none  should  be  lost  in  letting  them  know  U4 
event  of  such  consequence.     I  cannot  help  urging  theif 
lordships  fblr  a  re^itiforccroent,  if  none  has  yit  sailed,  on 
their  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  strength  in  thosi  sdasi 
and  which,  according  to  v6ry  good  intelligence,  will^ 
in  a  few  more  days  be  strengthened  by  four  mere  large 
ships  from  Toulon,  almost  ready  to  sail,  if  they  have 
not  already  sailed,  to  join  them.     I  dispatch  this  by  Sir 

c  2 
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Benjamin  Keene,  by  way  of  Barcelona,  and  am  making 
the  best  of  my  way  to  cover  Gibraltar,  from  which  placw 
1  purpose  sending  their  lordships  a  more  particular  ac* 
count. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

**  John  Byng. 
'•  To  the  Hon.  John  Cleveland. 

"  P.  S.  Iii^st  desire  ^ou  will  acquaint  their  lordships 
that  I  have  appointed  Captain  Hervey  to  the  command 
of  the  Defiance,  in  the  room  ofCapt&in  Andrews,  slain 
in  the  action." 


To  the  extract  fipm  the  above  letter,  was  added,  in 
the  account  published  by  the  English  ministry,  a  state- 
ment of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  both  squa- 
drons, but  v:ithout  mentioning  from  what  qjarter  the 
information  was  received.  By  this  list  it  appeared  that 
in  the  British  fleet  Tor ty-t  wo  men  were  killed  and  1 66 
wounded  ;  while  the  enemy  had  only  21  men  killed  and 
1  S$  wounded  :  and^  likewi&e,  that  on  board  Admiral 
Byng^'s  ship,  the  Ramillies,  not  a  single  ind *vidual  had 
received  any  injury.  This  circumstance  contributed 
greatly  to  injure  his  character  at  home,  and  was  proba- 
bly one  cause  of  the  fate  which  afiterwards  attended  him. 
It  fAirnished  occasion  to  conclude  that  he  had  not  at- 
tacked the  enemy  with  that  vigor  and  resolution  which 
be  ought  to  have  done.  A  general  clamor  was  imme> 
diatcly  raised  against  bim;  the  derogation  which  the 
national  consequence  was  supposed  to  have  suffered, 
threw  the  minds  of  the  people  into  the  highest  state  of 
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/<ifiiMn(tftioik>  which  was  aHruftly  ih<t!  itidoiffiousTy  a|(- 

gravateJ  >^jr  iboift  whose  negfett  atid  Riisc^iduct  we^e 

the  causes  of  the  unfortunate  admiral's  disgrace. 
The  rettitssAesi  ofadmihisfratioit  had  fifeen  tndi^«fctly 

impeached  in  Mr.  B/ng's  first  ItUet,  Written  in<m<f- 
jdiately  after  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  oti  the  #tfi  of  May*. 

He  (here  says:->"  If  I  hsfd  been  ib  happy  ii  to  have 

arrived  at  Minorca  before  the  erfemy  had  eflSxted  a 

lanfding,  I  flatter  mystlfl  uhould  hate  hac^itm  noty  (x>weir 

jfo  hate  hindered  them  froni  e^blishing  a  ibot'riig  there.'' 

I  Hie  negligence  of  government,   hOtWHhttailditig  this 

Jvariouf  intimations'  they  had  received,  in  equipping  ii 

£Seet  for  the  defence  of  Minorca,  was  notorioui ;  tflit 

listant  allusion  of  the  admiral  to  that  subject  iTrNMedtbli 
tirtds  of  his  employeri :  he  hiid  been  weak  Moagb  to 

Ipeak  the  truth,  to  say  that  hev^sts  sent  out  tfiio  fM, 
Jfo  declare  tb^  the  island  was  tost  tfirotigh  the  remiiMii 
lof  administration-^and  IroaH  that  moibeAt  till  ruiti  it  A 
Ideternxined. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Syiig  containitig  the  accouift  6f  th* 
[eMgtfgemeAi,  is  supposed  to  have  been  received  oh,  ot 
Ibefore,  th€  iSih  of  June;  but  it  waft  not  publiilied  tin 
[the  26th,  SO  that  his  enemies  had  suaSeieht  titoe  (o  pre* 
Uudide  the  public  iteind,  ahd  to  prdpagate  aiiy  accounti 
[they  pleaied  relative  to  (hat  affair.     £veri  wheri  it  ap* 

p^red,  it  was  mat^j^ed  in  a  mo«t  uVtJQstiifrabYe  thsmritt, 
|alhd  ^ith  a  tteW,  as  (he  adtnira^s  f^I^nds  ver^  ptauHibl/ 
|lnsisted>  to  pYevettt  tfie  p^plb  from  fcttning  a  ^ighi 
[judgment  of  his  condott,  oi  Itfotving  the  disadvaf^fagei 

under  whieh  he  fabored. 
On  the  r6th  of  Jane  (he  Antelope  saiTed  froto  Porf^ 

mouth,  having  o*r  hrojcrd  SW  tMitA  Haiikt,  Reair. 

admiral  Saunders^  and  several  naval  ofHcers,  with  or- 

c  3  ' 


n 


TBI    •Ririlit   TAIDANT) 


^en  to  Aipersedc  the  Admiratu  Byng,  and  West,  and 
such  captaiv  "^  were  ordered  by  Uie  adroiraliy  to  return 
home. 

In  purMUtnce  of  the  resolution  mentioned  in  hit  letter 
of  the  23th  of  May,  Admiral  Byng  proceeded  to  Gi^ 
braUar»  where  he  arrived  on  the  19th  of  June.  He 
there  found  Commodore  Broderick,  with  a  re-inforce* 
ment  of  five  ships  of  the  line*  and  began  without  loss  of 
time  to  refit  his  ships,  with  the  determination  of  returning 
to  Minorca,  in  the  hope  of  still  relieving  the  garrison  of 
Fort  St.  Philip,  by  the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet.  In  the 
midst  of  his  preparations  for  carrying  this  design  into 
eifecta  Sir  Edward  Hawke  arrived  at  Gibraltar  with  his 
letter^  of  rccal. 

Mr.  Byng,  in  obedience  to  the  order  for  his  superse- 
dure,  sailed  from  Gibraltar  in  the  Antelope,  on  the  9th 
of  July,  together  with  Admiral  West,  and  such  oflkers 
as  it  had  been  thought  necessary  to  send  for  home.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Portsmouth,  Admiral  Byng 
yvas  put  under  arrest,  and  conveyed  to  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital, the  place  appointed  for  his  confinement  previous 
to  his  trial.  He  not  only  received  by  the  way  all  the 
insults  and  indignities  which  the  mah'ce  of  narrow  minds 
could  suggest,  but  was  afterwards  guarded  with  all  the 
studied  caution  ever  bestowed  on  criminals,  charged 
with  the  blackest  offences.  This  circumstance  was  in* 
dustriously  made  known,  as  if  to  insinuate  that  (be 
utmost  care  was  necessary  to  prevent  his  escape  from 
justice;  while  the  unfortunate  victim,  conscious  of  no 
criminality,  anxiously  looked  forward  to  the  day  of  trial, 
as  that  which  was  to  retrieve  his  reputation,  and  to  de- 
liver him  from  the  malice  of  his  enemies. 
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In  December  he  wai  carried  back  to  Poriimoutb* 
ami  on  the  S7lh  of  that  month«  tbe  court-martial  whicb 
was  ordered  to  enquire  into  hit.  conduct,  anembled  on 
board  the  St.  George.  It  was  composed  of  tbe  follow- 
ing members:— 


PrMiVZnir/— Vice-admiral  Tbomas  Smith. 

ReMr'admirals. 

Francis  Holbome, 
Thomas  Broderick. 
Harry  Norris. 

detains, 

Charles  Holmes,       William  Boys, 
John  Simcoe,  John  Bentley, 

Peter  Denis,  Francis  Geary, 

John  Moore,  James  Dougk  ,  ^ 

Hon.  Augustus  Keppel. 


f#f 
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The  court  continued  sitting  till  the  28th  of  January, 
when  aOer  a  full  investigation  of  the  evidence,  they 
came  to  the  following  resolution : — *'  That  the  prisoner 
fell  under  part  of  the  12th  article  of  the  act  passed  in  the 
reign  of  George  II,  which  runs  thufs :  '  Every  person  in 
the  fleet,  who,  through  co;/'  ardice,  negligence,  or  dis- 
alfection,  shall,  in  time  of  action,  withdraw,  or  keep' 
back,  or  not  come  into  the  fight,  or  engagement,  or 
shall  not  do  his  utmost  to  take  or  destroy  every  ship, 
which  it  shall  be  his  duly  to  engage,  and  to  assist  and 
reliu^e  all  and  every  of  his  majesty's  ships,  or  those  of 
bis  amies,  wbitb  it  shall  be  bis  duty  to  assist  or  relieve; 
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evary  perioti  do  oiftnding,  tnd  bein^  coikticfed  (hereof 
by  the  leiitence  of  *  court-martifll,  ihall  luffer  deflth/ — 
Ai  thti  snide  positivefy  preicrtbes  deftth  without  stiy 
ANernettve  lefli  to  the  diicretidii  of  Ihe  coort,  under  any 
variation  of  circumstances,  the  court  did  tberelbre  una- 
nimously adjudge  the  said  Admiral  Byng  to  be  shot  to 
death,  at  toch  time  and  dn  board  such  ship  at  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty  should  direct  But  as  itap* 
peared  by  the  evidence  of  Lord  Robert  Bertie,  Lteute- 
fiant-colonel  Smith,  Captain*  Gardiner,  and  other  officers 
of  the  ship,  who  were  near  the  person  of  the  admiral,  that 
they  did  not  perceive  any  backwardness  in  him  during 
the  action,  or  any  marks  of  fear  or  confusion,  either  from 
his  conntf  nance  or  behavior^  bal  that  he  seemed  to  give 
his  orders  coolly  and  distinctly,  and  did  net  seem  want- 
ing in  personal  courage;  and  from  other  circumstances  the 
court  did  not  believe  that  his  misconduct  arose  either 
ftoro  cowardice  or  disaffection,  and  did  therefore 
unanimousty  think  ii  their  duty  most  earnestly  to  recom* 
mend  him  as  a  proper  object  of  mercy." 

When  the  sentence  of  the  court  was  transmitted  to  the 
board  of  admirafty,  it  was  accompanied  with  a  letter, 
Ythich  concludes  in  the  following  manner: — *'  We  can- 
not help  Uying  the  distresses  of  our  minds  before  your 
lordships,  on  this  oecasion,  in  finding  oursehres  undei^ 
the  Deces'sify  of  condemning  a  man  to  death,  firom  the 
greai  severity  of  the  12th  article  of  war,  part  of  whieh 
he  falls  under,  and  which  admits  of  no  mitigation,  eveo 
if  the  crime  should  be  committed  by  an  error  injudgmeikt; 
only;  And,  therefore,  for  our  own  consciences' take,  wk 
weii  as  in  justice  to  the  prisoner,  we  pray  your  lordships 
in  the  most  diirnest  manner  to  recommend  him  to  hi« 
majesty's  clemency •'' 
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In  coniequence  of  thii  repreientation,  the  lords  of 
[the  admiralty  petitioned  the  king  for  the  opinion  of  the 
twelve  judgen,  relative  to  the  legality  of  the  sentence; 
I  which  they  having  considered,  together  with  the  1 2th  ar* 
llicle,  to  which  it  referred,  were  unanimously  of  opinion 
[that  it  was  legal.    This  report  being  transmitted  by  th« 
»rivy*counciI  to  the  admiralty,  their  lordships  issued  a 
{warrant  for  executing  the  sentence  on  the 28th  of  Fe- 
bruary.    Admiral   Forbes,    however,   being   at  that 
lime  a  lord  of  the  admiralty,  refused,  with  manly  in- 
[dependence,  to  sign  the  warrant;  and  expressed  his 
I  sentiments   on    the   aubject  in  the  following  memo- 
rial : — 

*'  It  may  be  thought  g;eat  presumption  in  me  to  dif- 
fer from  such  great  authority  at  that  of  the  twelve? 
[judges)  but  when  a  man  is  called  upon  to  sign  bis  name 
[to  an  act  which  is  to  give  authority  to  the  shedding  of 
blood,  he  ought  to  be  guided  by  his  own  conscience^ 
and  not  the  opinions  of  other  men. 

*'  In  the  case  before  us,  it  is  not  the  merit  of  Admiral 
Byng  that  I  consider :  whether  he  deserves  death  or  not» 
is  not  a  cpiestion  for  me  to  decide;  but,  whether  or  not, 
his  life  can  t>e  taken  away  by  the  sentence  pronounced 
on  him  by  the  court-martial,  and  after  their  having  so 
clearly  pronounced  their  motive  for  such  a  sentence,  it 
the  point  which  alone  has  employed  my  most  serious 
consideration. 

"  The  12th  article  of  war,  on  which  Admiral  Byng^a 
sentence  is  grounded,  says,  according  to  my  understand- 
ing of  its  meaning,  '  That  every  person,  who,  in  time 
of  action^  shall  withdraw,  keep  back,  or  not  come  into 
fight,  or  not  do  his  utmost^  8cc.  through  motives  of 
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cowtrdice,  negli|;ence,  or  disafllection,  shall  suflTtr 
death.'  The  courl-martial  does,  in  express  word^,  ac* 
quit  Admiral  Byng  of  covirardice»  Or  disaffection,  and 
does  not  name  the  word  negligence.  Admiral  Byng 
does  not>  as  I  conceive,  fall  under  the  letter  and  des- 
cription of  the  12(h  article  of  war.  It  may  be  said  that 
negligence  h  implied  though  the  word  is  not  mentioned, 
otherwise  the  court-martial  would  not  have  brought  his 
offence  under  the  12th  article,  having  acquitted  him  of 
cowardio*  and  disafiection.  But  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that  the  negligence  implied,  cannot  be  wiJful 
negligence;  for  wilful  negligence  in  Admiral  Byng*9 
situation,  roust  have  proceeded  either  from  cowardic« 
or  disaffection }  and  be  is  expre!«sty  acquitted  tf  both 
Ihetc crimes;  besides,  crimes  which  are  implied tnly, 
and  not  named^  may  indeed  justify  suspicion  and  priirate 
Opinion,  but  cannot  satisfy  the  conscience  in  a  easo  of 
bkaxL 

".Admiral  By ng's  fate  was  referred  to  a  courts tnar* 
tial.  His  life  and  death  were  left  to  their  opinion^  The 
€OBrt««mrtial  condemn  him  to  death  because,  at  thejr 
•kjpressly  say,  they  werr  under  a  necfossity  of  doing  to, 
by  reason  of  the  letter  of  the  law»  the  severity  of  which 
they  complain  of,  because  it  admits  of  no  mitigation. 
The  court-martial  expressly  tay  that,  for  the  sake  of 
their  own  consciences,  as  well  as  in  justice  to  the  pri- 
soner,- they  must  earnestly  recommend  him  to  his  ma»* 
jesty  for  mercy.  It  is  evident  then,  that*  in  the  opi- 
nions and  conscience!  of  his  jadges,  he  was  not  deter v-» 
ing  of  death. 

"  The  qtiettion  then  it  t  Shall  the  opinions  of  the  n«- 
ctsiitletoftbecoart-rasurlial  determine  Aditiira^i  Byng^t 
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fate?«*Ifit  9boQld  be  (he  Uder,  he  v^  ill  b«  executed 
contriiry  lo  the  inlentions  and  ineaning  of  (he  jadges; 
if  the  (ormer,  hi$  life  is  ,noi  A>rfBited»    H(9  judges  de- 
clare him  PeA  deserviiig death;  hot  nuaMking either  the 
I  meaning  of  (he  law,  or  the  nature  of  his  eflleii«e»  (he/ 
Ibring  him  Qnder  an  article  of  war,  which,  according  to 
Uheir  own  description  of  his  offence,  he  does  ih>t,  I  con- 
iceive,  iaU  ander;  and  (hen  they  condemn  himto  dealh, 
becauset  as  they  say,  the  law  admits  of  no  mitigalion. 
Can  a  rain's  li,<e  be  taken  away  by  such  a  sentence  ?    I 
would  not  willingly  be  mtsiHidefstood,  and  have  il  be< 
llieved  (hat  I  judge  of  admiral;  Byng's  deseits ;  that  wsa 
the  business  of  the  eourtNmaftial,  nnd  il  i&  my  duty  only 
foact  according  ta  my  eonscieooe^  which,  after  deli- 
;ra(e  consideration,  assisted  by  (he  hast  Kghl  m  poor 
mdefstanding  can  aflord  it,  f«m«iiM  stiH  ittdavbt;  and 
2refore  I  cannot  c«a#e«|  to  siga  a  wanaol»  whereby 
[the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  may  be  carried  itdK> 
[execution;  fori  cannot  help  thinking  that,  iiowever 
I  criminal  Admiral  Byng  may  be,  his  life  i^  not  forfeited 
[by  that  a^ntence.    I  do  not  mean  lo  fiad  fi«l(  with 
pother  men's  opinion* :  all  I  aim  at  in  to  g«ve  reMons  ibr 
I  my  own  i  and  all  I  desire  qf  wish  is»  that  I  may  not  be 
misunderstood.     I  do  not  pretend  to  judge  Adkittial 
Bi>ag*Sid»sefls,  or  tj:  give  any  opinion  ob  lh«  propriety 
iot  the  act. 

"Signed,  Feb.  16th,   1757, 
at  the  Admimlty. 

^  J.  Fojaais.'' 

A  GwFthec  a((empt  wm  made  to  save  Admiial  Byng. 
A  member  of  the  couKtrotacUal  in  behalf  of  htmseU'  and 


i»» 


THE  BRItlSH  TRIOENT; 


'several  others,  petitioned  parliament  to  be  released 
from  their  oath  of  secrecy,  having  something  to  disclose 
relative  to  the  sentence,  which  in  justice  to  the  admiral 
they  ought  not  to  withhold.  A  bill  to  that  effect  was 
accordingly  brought  in,  >  and  passed  the  commons,  but 
the  lords  conceiving  it  unnecessary,  it  was  almost  unani- 
mously rejected  in  that  house.  His  sentence  was  ac- 
cordingly  ordered  to  be  put  into  execution  on  the  Hih 
of  March,  on  board  the  Monarque,  at  Portsmouth. 
^  The  unfortunate  admiral  finding  himself  now  aban- 
doned to  his  fate,  prepared  himself  for  death  with  great 
>resignation  and  tranquillity.  He  preserved  the  utmost 
cheerfulness  to  the  last,  and  not  the  least  sign  of  impa- 
tience or  apprehension  ever  escaped  him.  On  the 
morning  of  the  day  appointed  for  h*8  execution  he 
wrote  the  following  paper,  which  he  delivered  to  the 
marshal  of  the  admiralty,  a  few  moments  before  he  suf- 
fered:— 


"  Sir, 

"These' are  my  thoughts  on  this  occasion ;  I  give 
them  to  you  that  you  may  authenticate  them,  and'  pre- 
vent any  thing  spurious  from  being  published  that  might 
i  tend  to  defame  me. 

'<  A  few  moments  will  now  deliver  me  from  the  viru< 
lent  persecution,  and  frustrate  the  farther  malice  of  !r.y 
enemies.  Nor  need  1  envy  them  a  life  subj«ict  to  the 
sensations  my  injuries  and  the  injustice  u/>ne  me  most 
create.  Persuaded  I  am,  justice  m\\  be  done  to  my 
reputation  herealler.  The  manner  and  cause  of  rais- 
ing md  keeping  up  the  popular  clamor  against  me,  wil' 
be  seen  through.    I  shall  be  considered*  (as  I  now  con- 
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ceive  myself,)  a  vidim,  destined  to  divert  the  indigna- 

tion  of  ao  injured  and  deluded  people  from  the  proper 

objects.    My  enemies  themselves  must  now  think  me 

innocent.     Happy  for  me*  that  at  this  my  last  moment, 

I  know  my  innocence,  and  that  no  part  of  my  country't 

Imisfbrlunes  can  be  owing  to  me.     I  heartily  wish  (hat 

[the  shedding  of  my  blood  may  contribute  to  the  happi-^ 

ness  find  service  of  my  country ;  but  cannot  resign  a 

[just  claim  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty,  according 

[to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  and  the  utmost  exertion  of 

my  ability  for  his  majesty's  honor  and  my  country's 

iservice.    I  ata  sorry  that  my  endeavors  were  not  at« 

(ended  with  more  success,  and  that  the  armament  under 

)y  command  proved  too  weak  to  succeed  in  an  expe* 
lition  of  such  moment. 

*':1^ruth  has  prevailed  over  calumny  and  falsehood,  and 
justice  has  wiped  off  the  ignomintou;;  stain  of  my  sup- 
Iposed  want  of  personal  courage  and  disaffection.  My 
Heart  acquits  me  of  these  crimes.  But  who  can  be  pre- 
sumptuously sure  of  his  own  judgment^  If  my  crime  be 
m  error  of  judgment,  or  differing  in  opinion  from  my 
fudges ;  and  if  )*et  the  error  of  judgment  should  be  on 
Iheir  side,  God  forgive  them,  as  I  do:  and  may  thp 
listresa  of  theit  minds,  and  uneasiness  of  their  Con« 
5cien,-:9s,  which  injustice  tome  I  hey  have  represented, 
relieved  und  subside,  as  my  resentment  has-done. 

'he  supreme  judge  sees  all  hearts  and  motives,  and  to 
lim  I  submit  the  justice  of  my  cause. 

"J.  Byng. 
I"  On  board  his  majesty's  ship,  Mo^ 
narque,  in  Portsmouth  harbor, 
March  14, 1757."      '''^ 
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.  About  noon  the  admiral  having  taken  leave  of  a  cler* 
gyman  and  some  friends  by  whom  he  was  accompanied, 
advanced  from  the  great  cabin  to  the  quafter->dec1Cf 
)vhere  a  party  of  marines  was  drawn  up,  in  readinesr  (o 
execute  the  sentence.  He  proceeded  with  a  firm,  de- 
liberate step,  and  at  first  resolved  to  suffer  with  his  face 
uncovered.  His  friends,  however,  represented  to  biih 
that  his  looks  would  probably  intimidate  the  soldiers, 
and  prevent  them  from  taking  proper  aim,  upon  which 
he  threw  his  hat  on  the  deck,  kneeled  down  on  a  cushion, 
and  having  tied  a  handkerchief  over  his  eyes,  he  drop- 
ped the  other  as  a  signal  to  his  execMtioners  to  fire.  Five 
balls  passed  through  his  body,  and  he  instantly  fell  dead* 
The  time  between  his  leaving  the  cabin  and  being 
placed  in  the-rofTm  did  not  exceed  three  minutes. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Admiral  Byng, 
in  whose  death  was  exhibited  a  spectacle  unparalleled 
in  the  English  annals. 

Sir  £dward  Hawke,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  had  no  op- 
portunity of  perfunuiiig  uc.y  thing  of  importance  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year  1756 ;  so  ihat  he  was  obliged 
to  content  himself  with  distressing  the  enemy's  trade  as 
ipuch  as  possible,  and  rendering  protection  to  the  Brii- 
tish  commerce. 

Commodore  Holmes,  who  commanded  a  small  squa- 
dron on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,*  had  a  spirited  en- 
counter with  a  French  force-considerably  superior.  On 
the  26th  of  July  he  was  cruizing  in  the  Grafton  of  70 
gun^,  in  company  with  the  Nottingham  of  60,  and  the 
Hornet  and  Jamaica  sloops  of  14  guns  each,  pfif  Louis- 
ijurg,  when  four  sail  were  discovered^  which  ste^ired  di- 
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rectly for  the  British  squadron  till  they  were  within  twa 
leagues.  The  English  commodore  then  tackedj  in  hopes' 
to  have  cut  them  o/Tfrom  their  port,  as  they  stood  away 
ibr  it.  At  one  in  the  afternoon  they  came  to  an  anchor 
m  the  haf  bor,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  dark,  Mr  Holmes 
dispatched  the  Hornet  to  Halifax,  with  orders  to  Cap- 
tain Spry  to  send  some  ot  the  ships  under  bis  command 
to  his  assistance. 

Ai  seven  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  commodore 
discovered  four  ships  in  chace  of  him,  atsd  at  half  past 
one,  the  headmost  of  the  French  squadron,  a  frigate  of 
about  36  guns,  fired  on  the  Jamaica,  which  she  return* 
cd.  On  the  Graflon  firing  at  the  frigate,  she  hauled 
her  wind,  and  the  Jamaica  bore  away  to  the  south* 
west ;  this  being  observed  by  the  French  commandant,, 
he  made  a  signal  for  the  two  frigates  to  chace  the  sloops 
which  they  immediately  obeyed.  About  two  the  Not* 
tingham  brought  her  stern-chace  to  bearonihe  French 
commandant,  as  did  likewise  the  Grafton  soon  aAer^^ 
ward;*.  The  latter  then  bore  down  on  the  enemy,  and 
being  about  a  quarter  of  a  rai'e  from  him  it  fell  calmjr 
and  the  engagement  commencedi  The  French  com- 
nsodore  was  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  Grafton,  and 
another  large  ship  a-stern  of  him.  The  two  frigates 
were  at  the  distance  of  a  miloi  and  the  Jamaica  some* 
th'ng  more.  The  enemy  now  made  the  signal  for  the 
frigates  to  join  him,  and  himself  bore  down  towards 
them  with  the  two  large  ships ;  and  making  sail,  they 
regained  their  port  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  Commo- 
dore Holmes  to  come  up  wrth  them.  The  English 
ships  were  inuch  disablied  in  their  rigging,  and  the  Graf^ 
ton  had  six  men  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  West  Indies,  the  Warwick  of  60  guns,  com- 
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manded  by  Captain  Shuldham,  being  one  of  the  ships  of 
Kear-admiral  Frankland's  squadron,  on  the  Leeward 
Island  station,  fell  in,  during  a  cruise  off  Martinico, 
with  three  French  men  of  war,  of  74,  30,  and  26  guns. 
The  captain  of  the  Warwick  perceiving  hinnelf  thus 
overmatched,  endeavoured  to  get  clear  by  making  a  run- 
ning (ight ;  bul  one  of  the  frigates  coming  up  under  her 
stern,  raked  her  terribly,  and  detained  her  till  the  larg« 
vessel  came  up,  when  the  Warwick  struck. 

In  the  East  Indies,  Vice-admiral  Watson,  who  ar- 
rived &l  Bombay  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  preceding 
year,  resolved  to  attempt  the  reducti6n  of  Geriah,  a  strong 
fortress,  and  the  capital  of  the  dominions  of  the  pirate 
Angria,  who  had  long  annoyed  the  commerce  of  the 
English  and  other  nations  on  the  coast  of  Malabar.  On 
the  7  th  of  February  the  admiral  sailed  from  Bombay,  and 
on  the  Mth  appeared  before  Geriah.  The  next  day  the 
squadron  entered  the  harbor  in  two  divisions,  and  as 
soon  as  the  ships  had  got  into  their  stations,  they  opened 
such  a  furious  fire  on  the  batteries,  that  between  six  and 
seven  the  same  evening  they  were  completely  silenced. 
The  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Clive  were 
now  landed,  and  on  the  iSth  the  fort  surrendered.  An- 
gria had  himself  quilted  the  place,  which  was  defended 

,  by  his  brother-in-law,  who  was  made  prisoner*  together 
with  the  pirate's  wife,  children,  and  mother.     The  ad- 

'  miral's  conduct  to  his  captives  on  this  occasion,  forms 
loo  amiable  a  trait  in  his  character  to  be  omitted.  *When 
Ihe  conqueror  entered  their  apartment,  the  whole  family 
prostrated  themselves  before  him  on  the  ground;  but 
being  raised,  the  mother  of  Angria,  in  a  lamentable 
tone,  said,  that  the  people  had  now  no  sovereign,  she 
bad  no  sob>  her  daughter  ao  husband,  and  their  children 
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no  father.  The  admiral  consoled  them  in  the  best  man*- 
ner  he  could,  and  told  them  they  must  consider  him  at 
their  father,  friend,  and  protector;  on  which  the 
youngest  boy,,  seidng  his  hand,  exclaimed  sobbings 
'<  Then  you  sha^l  be  my  father!"'  This  artless,  but  pa^ 
thetic  address,  so  deeply  affected  the  gallant  admiral, 
that  the  tears  trickled  down  hn  cheeks,  while  he  again 
assured  them  of  his  friendship'  and  protection ^ 

In  the  fort,  in  the  reduction  of  which  only  twenty 
men  were  killed  and  wounded,  were  found  200  pieces 
of  cannon,  six  brass  mortars,  a  considerable  quantity  of 
ammunition,  together  with  specie  to  the  amount  of 
lOO.OOOl.  sterling,  and  valuable  effects  worth  30,000l. 
The  arsenal,  the  storc'houses,  and  the  principal  part  of 
he  ships  in  the  harbor  and  on  the  stocks  were  destroyed, 
n  which  the  squadron  returned  tO'  Bombay.- 

The  adiniral  soon  afterwards  received  orders  to  return' 
to  England ;  but  the  perilous  situation  of  afllairs  in  the 
East  Indies,  where  the  nabob  Surajah  Dowlah  had  taken 
Casambuzar  an^  Calcutta,  together  with  the  persuasions 
of  the  council  of  Madras,  induced  him  to  deviate  from 
his  instructions,  and  to  proceed  immediately  to  Bengal* 

He  accordingly  sailed  from  Madras  on  the  16th  of 
October  with  the  whole  squadron,  and  the  Walpole  and 
Marlborough  Indiamen,  and  after  a  tedious  passage  an- 
chored on  the  15lh  December  in  the  road  of  Balasor^. 
Having  crossed  the  Braces  on  the  Stli,  he  proceeded  up 
the  river  Ganges,  and  on  the  15th  arrived  at  Fulta, 
where  he  found  Governor  Drake,  and  those  who  had 
escaped  on  board  the  ships  at  (he  time  Calcutta  was  in- 
vested. Here  the  admiral  made  the  necessary  prepartt- 
tions  for  the  attack  of  the  enemy's  batteries;  On  tae 
27  th  the  squadron  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  on  tl|& 
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129ib  brought  up  agfiinst  the  fort  of  Butbodgia.  Colonel 
Clive  WAS  landed  with  the  troops  Ibr  the  purpose  6f  at* 
tarking  it  by  land,  and  a  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  till 
night  from  the  ships.  In  a  council  of  war,  held  on 
board  the  Kent,  it  was  resolved  to  attempt  to  carry  the 
fort  by  storm  early  the  next  morning,  and  at  seven  in 
the  evening  a  body  of  100  seamen,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  King,  were  landed,  in  order  to  co-opcrale 
«?ilh  Colonel  Clive.  By  a  singular  event,  however,  the 
fortress  was  taken  the  same  night.  A  seaman  named 
•Strachan,  belonging  to  the  Kent,  having  drunk  too  much 
grog,  strolled  in  the  dead  of  the  night  under  the  walls  of 
the  fort.  Perceiving  a.breach,  he  entered  it,  at  the  same 
itime  giving  loud  huzzas.  Some  of  his  ship-mates,  *vho 
had  likewise  rambled  that  vi'ay,  hearing  the  shouts,  has- 
tened to  the  spot,  mounted  the  breach,  and  drove  from 
the  works  the  Moorish  soldiers,  by  whom  Strav'han  was 
furiously  attacked.  The  whole  cam p  was  now  alarmed 
by  the  noise,  and  the  soldiers  repairing  to  the  fort,  entered 
and  obtained  possession  without  encountering  any  re- 
sistance. .  Admiral  Watson  being  informed  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, sent  the  next  day  for  Strachan,  to  admonish 
him  for  his  temerity,  and  began  with  addressing  him: 
<'  What  is  this  you  have  been  doing,  Strachan  ?"  The  un- 
tutored hero  having  made  his  bow  and  scratched  his 
bead,  and  then  with  one  hand  twirling  his  hat  on  the 
other,  replied:  '*  Why  to  be  sure.  Sir,  it  was  I  who 
took  the  fort,  but  I  hope  there  was  no  harm  in  it."  The 
admiral  then  remonstrated  with  him  on  the  dreadful  con- 
sequences that  might  have  resalted  from  such  a  rash 
act,  and  as  he  left  tlie  cabin,  seemed  to  insinuate  that  he 
should  be  punished.  The  hardy  tar,  woefully  disap- 
pointed at  this  reprimand,  for  what  he  rathier  conceived 
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to  be  dcidmpg  of  leward,  muKered  at  lie  was  going :  "If 
I'm  floggedibr  this  b«re  acUon,  Til  never  take  aootlier 
fort  as  long  ai.1  live,  by  God  !"  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  repeated  misconduct  of  this  brave  feliow  prevented 
the  admiral  from  promoting  him,  as  he  wished  to  have 
done.  Being  afterwards  wounded  in  one  of  the  actions 
•under  Admiral  Pocock,  he  became  a  pensioner  of  the 
[chest  at  Chatham.  ■ 

A  gallant  action  was  fought  off  the  French  coast,  by 
the  Colchester  of  50,  and  the  Lyme  of  20  gans,  of 
¥rhich  the  following  circumstantial  account  is  given  by 
an  officer  on  board  the  former :  "  The  Lyme,  Captain 
•Vernon>  and  the  Colchester,  Captain  O'Brien,  were 
ordered  by  Admiral  Boscawen  (commanding  the  fleet 
'oflT  Brest)  to  cruize  together  on  the  coast  of  Brittai^, 
«nd  scarcely  a  day  past  but  we  either  burned  or  sunk 
some   French    vessel.     On  the   17  th  of  May  in  the 
morning,  we  took  a  French  snow,  laden  with  deals  and 
rosin.      An  officer  was  sent  on  board  to ,  burn  her. 
While  he  was  thus  engaged,  the  man  at  the  nSak-head 
called  out  that  he  saw  a  sail,  in  the  offing,  on  which 
Captain  O^Brien  hailed  Captain  Vernoo,  and  desired 
him  to  make  sail,  saying  that  he  would  follow,  which 
he  did  with  all  the  sail  he  coukl  make.    As  soon  as  the 
officer  returned  from  burning  the  vessel,  and  the  boats 
were  hoisted  in,  a  second  sail  was  descried  by  the  man 
at  the  mast 'head,  and  at  half  past  eleven  A.  M.  we 
discovered  them  to  be  enemies ;  they  likewise  did  the 
same  with  respect  to  us,  making  all  the  sail  they  could 
possibly  pet  to  get  from  us,  with   top-gallant  royals, 
lower,  top'roast,  and  top-galUnt  steering  sails,  keeping 
all  full.    Seeing  they  could  not  weather  us  on  the  other 
tack,  they  sometimes  bor^  away  two  or  three  points^ 
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then  hauled  their  wind  ;  but  finding  we  gnined  on  them 
fait,  and  that  it  wai  impossible  to  escape  us*  they 
shortened  tail  by  degrees,  till  they  were  under  their 
three  top-sails,  when  they  hoisted  I  heir  colors  and  kept 
close  together.  We  did  the  same,  and  as  we  neared 
them,  plainly  saw  the  name  of  each  ^ip  on  their  sterns^ 
One  was  La  Fidelle  of  32  guns,  and  the  other  L'Aqur* 
Ion  of  58,  which  we  counted  very  distinctly,  having 
eleven  guns  below  on  a  side,  twelve  on  her  upper  deck, 
four  on  her  quarter-deck,  and  two  on  her  fore-castle ; 
with  a  great  number  of  men  with  small  arms  in  her 
tops,  poop,  quarter-deck,  and  forecastle.  We  had  a 
clear  ship  fore  and  all,  and  every  thing  ready  for  action, 
with  colors  flying:  our  people,  in  great  .spirits,  gave 
three  cheers,  as  did  the  crew  of  the  Lyme  also.  The 
French,  indeed,  answered  us,  but  very  faintly.  Our 
captain's  intention  was  to  have  gone  between  the  two 
hostile  ships,  and  to  have  given  each  of  them  a  broad- 
side,-but  they  kept  too  close  for  us  to  put  that  scheme  in 
execution.  We  therefore  took  the  first  Are  of  the  Fi- 
delle, reserving  ours  for  the  Aquilon,  which  was  the 
headm(Mt  ship;  and  at  half  past  Ave  in  the  evening, 
being  close  upon  her  weather-quarter,  she  g&ve  us  her 
whole  broadside  below  and  aloft,  as  did  also  the  Fidelle 
at  the  same  time.  We  immediately  returned  it  with 
our  whole  fire  at  the  Aquilon,  as  did  the  Lyme  at  the 
other.  The  third  broadside  we  received  most  unluckily 
cut  our  tiller-rope,  great  part  of  the  steering-wheel,  and 
lead  trumpet,  so  that  our  ship  directly  came  round-to; 
upon  which  the  Aquilon  put  her  helm  hard  a-weather 
and  raked  us  fore  and  aft* 

"Perceiving  something  extraordinary  had  happened- 
on  board  us,  they  let  down  their  fore-sail  and  bore  aWay> 
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rilh  the  dtiUgn,  •«  we  f  uppotecl,  to  Msist  their  comrado^ 
^hen  warmly  en^ged  whh  the  Lyme  at  wroe  distance  t 
)ut  we  foon  got  Uckiesupon  oor  tillei  below,  ihivered 
ir  after-iails,  pot  our  helm  a-port,  and  following  her^ 
fot  between  the  two  eneiny'ii  ships,  and  on  the  AqaN 
)n'«  lee  bow.     Steering  from  bow  to  bow,  we  gave  her 
ive  smart  broadsides,  most  of  which  raked  her  fore  and 
if>.     We  were  so  near  as  to  be  almost  on  board  each 
>lher,  our  yard-arms  very  nearly  touching.     We  then 
exchanged  hand-grenadoes  for  some  time  from  our  topi; 
ind  one  of  hers  falling  on  our  forecastle,  blew  up  a  great 
lumber  of  musket-cartridges,  but  happily  did  no  great 
lischief.     When  we  raked  her  she  was  silent,  and  did 
lot  for  some  time  fire  a  guh ;  her  ensign  being  foul,  oar 
>ople  gave  three  cheers,  thinking  she  had  struck,  upon 
rhich  the  Aquilon  put  her  helm  a-lee,  hauled  op  hef 
[fore-sail,  (for  we  w^re  then  going  large),  and  began  to 
ire  again.    At  this  time  our  braces,  bowlings,. &c.  be* 
ing  most  of  them  shot  away,  we  got  down  oar  steering* 
111  tacks  for  braces,  and  hauled  upon  a  wind  ;  but  she 
»t  the  weather-gage  of  us,  which  we  could  never  afters 
rards  recover.     We  now.  reeved  a  new  til|ef-ropo,  but 
proved  too  short,  so  that  we  were  obKged  to  reeve 
ihe  mizen-^heet  for  a  tiller^rope,  and  put  a  luff-tackle  in 
pieu.     We  sltO  continued  engaging  about  point  blank 
musket-shot,  the  Lyme  and  Fidelle  being  also  sltU  en* 
I  gaged  but  at  a  considerable  distance  from  us.     The 
great  quantity  of  bar-shot,  pieces  of  ckt  iron  bars,  &c. 
which  the  French  fired  in  upon  us,  tore  our  sails  and 
''igging  aII  to  shatters ;  our  roizen  top-sail  was  down,  the 
sheets,  stoppers;  and  slings  entirely  shot  away,  and  the 
mizen  all  in  rags.    In  shoct,  every  thing  was  so  torn 
and  cut  to  pieces,  that  we  had  not  the  ship  under  the 
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leBit  comiBMid  i  luckily  for  an  it  wbi  fine  wetther  bik! 
iRiooih  water,  or  we  roait  have  loit  oer  iiMtt«  they  being 
very  much  woanded^,  and  fcafcely  •  whole  shroud  left 
to  secure  them.  We  saw,  before  dark,  two  of  the 
Aquilon's  ports  beat  into  one,  and  about  ten  o'clock  le* 
veral  great  explosions  on  board  her.  We  were  eo  near 
that  the  wads  from  each  ship  feH  on  the  decks  on  fire ; 
and  one  from  her  guns  came  into  an  upper-deck  port  of 
ours,  beat  a  cartridge  of  powder  out  of  the  hand  of  a 
man  who  was  going  to  put  K  into  a  gun,  and  setting  fire 
to  some  otherK,  blew  up  all  the  people  near  the  gun  in  a 
ternble  manner.  Other  wadl  set  fire  to  our  haimnocks 
on  the  poop,  but  it  was  hippUy  extinguished.  Thus 
we  continued  to  engage  till  half  past  twelve  at  night, 
when  the  Aquilon  hauled  on  board  her  fore-tack,  set  all 
Ibe  sail  she  could,  kept  ck>se  upon  a  wind,  and  lefl  us 
in  tMcb'a  situation  thai  it  was  impesKible  for  us  to  fol* 
few  her..  TheXyme  and  Fidelle  had  ceased  Sghting 
•bout  ah  hour  And  a  half  before  us.  Besides  the  shatter* 
•d  condition  of  our  Ms,  masts,  and  rigging,  we  received 
several  fibot  between  wind  aiid  water,  and  were  obliged 
to  turn  OBf  people  from  the  guns  to  pump  shrp,  for  we 
Blade  four  foiet  water  in  an  hour ;.  and  heeled  ship  to 
atop  bur  leaks  with  plugs  and  tallow.  AH  the  remabing 
j^rl  of  the  night  and  next  day  we  wereemph>yed  in  knot- 
ting, splicing,  reeving,  and  new*rigging and  bending  other 
sails.  Our  officers  and  men  behavcu  well,  and  were  in 
high  spints  during  the  whole  engagement ;  but  our  guns 
were  very  weakly  manned,  our  people  being  obliged  to 
help  each  other  to  run  them  out  when  loaded,  and  were 
all  very  much  fatigued,  having  been  up  thirty  five  hours. 
We  had  no moce  than  fouc  men  killed  on  the  spot,  and 
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iity-five  woundlM}^  several  of  whom  are  since  dead  of 
r  wounds  and  others  are  not  expected  to  recover, 
be  Aqoilon  (by  ^e  apccoui^t^e  have  of  a  Danish 
ip  from  France)  had  npwaras  of  sixty  killed,  and 
great  nimiber  wounded,  and  r^ched  Rochfort  with 
difficulty^  being  much  shattered  in  her  hull.  The 
dsiproportion  of  the  killed  and  wounded  between  us 
^  the  French  may  easily  be  accounted  for,  by  consi- 
.4ermg  that  it  is  their  continual  practice  to  fire  at  our 
mtsand  %ging  in  order  to  disable  our  ships  in  that  way, 
and  that  they  have  generally  almost  double  the  number  of 
men.  In  thfsactioii  we  fireivpwards  of  forty  broadsidesi 
•U  well  expended,  not  a  r'ngle  gtin  bdng  jHired>  bvi  s6 
near«itodoexeailtonoiithe  eneiity,  wherever  it  tools 
place;  and  every  thing  being  conducted  with  as  litti^ 
noise  and  oeii^on  fti  possible  darinj^  Ihe  whole  eii^ 
jBigeroeiit;  wiidb  was  fuU  six  hoars  and^^^ 

On  the  23d  of  Deceriiber  &e  fl^fiBIe  privateer  of  2$ 
g«QSj  and  200  men,  commanded  liy  Captain  William 
Jh»}kk  fe^l  in  wiUi  the.Grand  Alexandre,  of  4|I0  tons, 
|md22g«ins,  from  St.  Domingo,  bound  to,*lCants;  and 
afield  m  obstinate  action  oS  two  hour^  and  a  half,  iii 
wb%b,iC|iftain  peatii's  brother,  and  sixteen  of  his  ntfii 
were  k^lcd,  the  Frenchman  vvai  obl^ed  to  a^ilc^ 
$he  proved  to  be  a  valuable  prize,  and  the  captain  put^ 
on  iHNird  h$^iy  of  his  liands.  On  the  28th  as  he  was 
^Dyoyii|g^|M»r  to  England,  the  Vengeance  privateer,  of 
^^  Maioffii  |>f  ^guns,  and  3€0  men,  bore  down  upon 
km*  A  90001^1  Engagement  ensued,  in  which  the 
^l^my'l  6lsi«oljiect  livas  to  retake  the  prize,  which  she 
manned,  Hand  ithea  bdth  ships  proceeded  with  theif 
miked  |bietf|eMkck  the  Terrible.    The  latter  k>st  )i«r 
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main-mast  at  the  first  broadside,  bat  nolwitlistanditig 
this  misfortune  and  the  enemy's  superiority,  the  ^lant 
Englbhman  defendedLbtt  tbi^  iwiih  the .  most,  ^eter- 
milled  reMrfotion,  mi  he  himself  fell  \»  tbet]$lofioys  oon* 
test*  At  lettgHh,  after  one  of  the  most-deperate  and 
bloody  enga^ments  on  record,  which  ^ras  maintained 
an  boar  and  abalf,  all  the  officers  being  ktlledt  t^igether 
with  the  greatest  part  of  the  crew»  and  almoatAU  ofthe 
survivors  wounded,  the  Terrible  was  compelled  io 
strike*  The  Fiefich  ship  was  a  complete  wreck ;  her 
first  And.aecond  icaptatns  wei^ kil|ed|;  wiih  two-ihindi  of 
thcii^  people* ;  The  Terrible#»t  cafl-ieil  iti|6|#'  Maloes 
in  a  sbittered  and  bloody  condition,  ha^  no  more  than 
twenty-six  of  the  crew  alive,.  snteenAf  whoib had  lost 
legs  or  arms  and  the  btii^r  ten  m^ptil'^wioded.. 

The  merchants  ol  IyQiidon,^jirtestoim^«f  their 
high  sense  c^lhfti^merit^oltbe  captain  4M  Jiiagft^ 
^rew,  immediately  opihdl  a  s^btcription  for  tik  benoi^ 
fit  of  hii  widow,  and  the  widows  of  the  bttUNI^eUew^ 
who  had  lii^I'-n  in  the  adliofi»  and  likewise  41  thai  pait 
of  the  ^rew  which  -had  sogvived  the  engagem«|it 

The  Aiitigaliican  prwateer,  of  Londoii^iiqtM^^ 
giiiM,  iod  sao  men^  coasbanded  by  €Ap^r'}^^ 
tel;iikiag  on  aksmisee,  ofiRFeriel,  gave  thaeelf  tf  liil 
on  fhii  26tb  of  Dteember.  i  Aioul  noo«p<ii«MMlgM  her 
lo  mM^n,  wtthiw  pi«^-sheli  end  after  ti|iyMitiiite  en« 
gageflMnt  of  three  hodm^  the  -^i^imp  iimfi.  8h« 
proved  to  iie  the  0oc  de  I^tbi6^%  Jpieb  last 
Iadiamanrof50  guns,  txmm^a^JI^U^  4»  VUlf* 
nettfl ;  That  offioei;twas  killedi)Witl|  tM^veiplii^^ 
aodiw»rt»yleyen  were  wmiadedJ  't)i^kp#<efthf  M* 
t^giiiiGKttiiiai  J^^  tlrt 
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^rried  his  pnze  into  Cadiz,  where,  at  (he  in^^tigafion  of 
the  French  consul,  an  order  arrived  to  the  commanding- 
officer  to  seize  the  Pentiiievre,  ^nd  restore  her  to  the 
French.  Ca|>tain  Foster  being  made  acquainted  with 
this  injunction,  ^nd  refusing  to  deliver  up  his  prize,  a 
Spanish  man  of  war  of  70  guns,  and  a  frigate  of  36,  drop- 
ped alongside  the  Antigallican,  and  discharged  their 
broadsides  into  her.  The  English  captain,  finding  that 
farther  resistance  would  be  vain,  was  obliged  to  yield. 
This  unjustifiable  aggression  on  (he  part  of  the  Spaniards 
was  one  of  the  causes  which  soon  afterwards  led  (o  a 
war  with  that  nation.  To  compensate  (he  owners  of 
(he  An(igaliicah  for  (he  loss  of  (ha(  privateer,  his  ma- 
jesty gave  them  the  Roebuck,  a  frigate  of  44-  guns. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1757,  no  naval  ope« 
ration  of  moment  was  undertaken  near  home.  Vice- 
admiral  Boscawen,  and  the  Rear-admirals  West  and 
Broderick,  cruized  bflf  Brest  and  ii^  the  channel,  to  dis- 
tress the  enemy's  trade,  and  to  intercept  any  reinforce- 
ments they  might  send  out  to  their  colonies.  However^ 
in  ^pite  of  their  vigilance,  M.  Dubois  de  la  Motte  slip* 
ped  out  of  Brest  with  a  squadron,  and  reached  Louisburg 
in  safety. 

Towards  the  conclusior  of  the  summer  an  expeditioa 
was  planned  against  the  coast  of  France,  and  Rochfort, 
one  of  the  enemy's  principal  paval  arsenals,  was  the  ob- 
ject against  which  it  was  particalarly  destined.  The 
fleet  equipped  for  this  purpose  consisted  of  sixteen  sail 
of  the  line,  two  frigates,  five  sloops,  two  bomb-ketches, 
two  fire-ships,  and  forty-four  transports,  having  on  board 
7300  land-forces,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  was  appointed  commander- 
in  chief  ^f  the  fleets  having  under  him  Vice-admiral 
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Kiiowles  and  Rear-admiral  Brodericlc.  On  Ihe  SIh  df 
September  this  formidable  armament  sailed  from  Spit- 
head,  and  on  the  22nd  came  to  an  anchor  in  Basque 
Road.  Admiral  Knowles  being  ordered  to  attack  the 
Isle  of  Aik  with  his  division,  brought  i/p  against  the  fort 
on  the  23d.  The  van  of  the  detachment  was  led  by 
Captain  Howe,  who  standing  forward  through  the  ene- 
my's fire,  with  steady  bravery  advanced  without  ex- 
changing a  single  shot.  When  he  had  come  within 
forty  yards  of  the  fort,  he  brought  up  with  a  spring  on 
his  cables,  and  opened  such  a  furious  and  well-vlirected 
fire,  that  the  enemy  were,  in  about  an  hour,  driven  from 
their  guns  and  surrendered*^  In  the  fort  were  found 
eight  large  mortars  and  twenty-eight  pieces  of  cannon. 
A  considerable  time  was  now  suffered  to  elapse,  with- 
out making  any  farther  attempt.  At  length,  on  the  28th 
it  was  agreed  to  land  the  forces  for  the  attack  of  Roch- 
fort ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  delay  which  had  already 
taken  place,  grea't  numbers  of  French  troops  had  been 
sent  down  to  the  coast.  The  attempt  now  appeared  to 
be  impracticable,  and  it  was  resolved  to  relinquish  nny 
farther  operations.  Admiral  Knowles  was  sent  tol>iow 
up  the  fortification  in  the  island  of  Aix,  and  tlwt  service 
being  effected,  the  fleet  set  sail  on  the  I  st  of  October,  and 
on  the  6th  arrived  at  Spithead.  Tlie  failure  <lf  this  ex- 
pedition, which  had  been  attended  with  a  very  great  ex- 
pence,  produced  violent  dissatisfacticn  throughout  the  na^ 
lion.  A  court-martial  was  sumrnoned  to  investigate  the 
conduct  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  who,  by  its  decision,  was 
acquitted  of  blame. 

The  English  cruizers  were  this  year  extremely  active, 
and  none  more  successful  than  the  Tartar  of  28  guns  and 
200  men>  commanded  by  Captain  John  Lockhart.    In 
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January  he  fell  in  with  the  Mont  Ozier,  a  French  priva- 
teer of  20  nine-pounders  and  J  30  men,  which,  after  a 
short  action,  he  compelled  to  strike.     While  Captain 
Lockhart  was  preparing  to  take  poiisession  of  his  prize, 
she  bore  down  and  boarded  the  Tartar,  whoso  crew,  en- 
raged at  the  treachery  of  the  enemy,  flew  to  their  guDS« 
renewed  the  action,  and  obliged  the  Frenchman  to  sub- 
mit with  the  toss  of  fifty-eight  men  kill^i.     In.  February, 
Captain  Lockhart  being  indisposed,  the  Tartar  cruized 
Dnder  the  command  of  Mr.  Baiiiie,  the  first  lieutenant, 
who,  after  a  severe  action,  took  the  Victoire  privateer  of 
26  guns  and  2S0  men.  This  vessel  was  taken  into  the-ser- 
vice,  and  Mr.  Baillie,  as  a  regard  for  his  gallantry,  w«s 
appointed  to  command  hei.     Captain  L«)ckhart  having 
resumed  the  command^  took  the  following  month  the 
Maria  privateer  of  24  guns  and  270  men.    The  Tartar 
soon  afterwards  fell  in  with  the  Due  D'Aigoitlon  of  26 
guns  a^d  300  men,  which  surrendered  after  an  obstinate 
engagewent  of  two  hours,  in  which  she  had  fifty  m«b 
killed.    The  Tartar  lost  only  (<m  of  ber  brave  crevr. 
When  t^f  rench  captain  was  brought  on  shore,  he  ob- 
if  rved  to  his  pilot,  he  hoped  Captain  Lockhart  would 
give  him  a  certificate  of  his  behavior.    "  I  will  give  yoa 
a  certificate,  replied  the  pilot,  that' you  stood  forty-two 
broadsides." 

In  May,  the  Tartar  took  the  Penelope  of  1 9  guns  and 
190  men,  which,  however,  did  not  submit  till  she  Imd 
lost  fourteen  of  her  crew.  In  October  the  Grammont 
of  18  guns  of  150  men  fell  a  prize  to  the  indefatigable 
activity  of  Captain  Lockhart ;  and  being  a  fine  ship, 
she  was  purchased  by  government.  In  November^  af- 
ter aJong  chace,  and  an  engagement  of  three  hours,  he 
tociL  the  Melainpe  privateer  of  36  guns  apd  ^20  men, 
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wMch,  in  the  action,.had  twelve  men  killed  and  thirty- 
NX  wounded;  (he  loss  of  Ihe  Tartar  was  only  one  killed 
and  three  wounded.  During  the  chace  he  re-captured 
a  prize  Ikken  by  the  privateer,  called  the  Princess  Ame- 
lia, bound  to  Halifax  wiUi  provisions. 

By  this  spirited  ani  active  conduct.  Captain  Lock- 
hact  rendered  hiroielAhe  dread  ofall  the  enemy's  cruizers. 
Of  thif  ihe  following  ftict  affords  an  extraordinary 
pioof^  The  King  George,  a  privateer  of  Bristol,  haviijg 
fallen  in  with  a  French  ship  of  superior  force  during  the 
nigMy  and  her  commander,  perceiving  that,  in  the  event 
of  an  jiGlion,  all  his  exertions  to  save  his  ship  would 
be  ine0ec(ual,  boldly  ran  alongside,  and  hailing  the 
enemy,  commanded  herio  strike  to  the  Tartar,  Captain^ 
Lockhart.  Intimidated  hy  the  very  name,  the  enemy 
submitted  without  hesitation. 

Captain  Lockhart's  exertions  were  considered  so  me- 
ritorious, thai  on  his  return  to  port,  the  roagistratet  of 
Plymouth  voted  him  the  freedom  of  their  corporation  fii 

^  ••    tyk«'''-     •MWLw^  _  1.,.,*^    nfw    <-».^J/»»»     n«>ii«»11>>    ■.^..•.•I^Ta  ' 

a  goia  jDOx.  rne  inerciinm»  mi  *au»i\M%Mt  «.\|Uf>iij  nvumutw 
of  4he  sei'vides  he  6dd  rendered  to  their  commerce,  pre- 
sented' him  with  a  beautiful  piece  of  plate,  with  his 
arms,  a  representatiori  of  the  "tartar  and  her  seven 
prizes,  and  ihe  folfe*;;ing  inscription  :-^"  The  gift  of 
the  two  public;  companies,  the  underwriters  and  mer- 
chants c^ihe  city  (^f  London,  to  Captain  John  Lockhart^. 
i:pmmander  of  the  Tartar,  for  his  signal  service  m  sup- 
porting the  trade,  by  distressing  the  French  privateers 
jntheyeai^it57;** 

*  On  the.25{h  of  July,  the  SouthamiJton  of  32  guns  and 
l220  hien,  being  on  her'way  fiom  Portsihouth  to  Plymouth^ 
with  money  to  pay  the  dock-yard,  fel*  ili«  s^ut  eleven 
itf  night,  with  five  FrenCh  ^hips,  two  of  which  appear- 
ed to  be  of  equal  force  wifli  the  Southampton.    Captftta 
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Gilchrist  engaged  one  of  the  enemy  upwards  of  an  hour 
and  a  half;  she  several  times  attempted  to  board  him* 
but  met  with  such  a  warm  reception,  and  sustained  sq 
much  damage,  that  she  made  signals  for  the  other  to 
bear  down  to  her  assistance.  He  was  now  between 
two  fires,  one  upon  the  bow,  the  other  upon  his  quarter, 
and  in  this  situation  the  engagement  continued  another 
hour ;  but  Captain  Gilchrist,  bringing  bis  whole  broad> 
side  to  bear  on  the  first  ship,  and  breeching  his  afier* 
roost  guns  aft,  and  his  fore-mast  guns  forward,  gave  her 
such  a  salute  as  silenced  her  entirely.  Her  consort  then 
H^k  her  place,  and  began  a  smart  engagement ;  but  in 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  dropped  astern.  By  this  time  the 
Southampton  was  a  perfect  wreck,  and  totally  unable  to 
follow  either  of  her  antagonists,  having  received  eight 
very  dangerous  shot  between  wind  and  water,  and  liav* 
Ing  ten  men  killed,  fourteen  mortally  wounded,  add 
many  slightly. 

Captain  Gilchrist  having  refitted,  was  ordered  to 
cruize  off*  Brest,  and  at  day-break  on  the  12th  Septem* 
ber,  being  about  five  leagues  from  the  land,  he  disco- 
vered a  sail  in  full  chace  of  him.  He  immediately  tack-" 
ed  and  stood  towards  her,  on  which  thje  stranger  hauled 
up  her  courses  and  broijight-to.  A  calm  prevented  the 
Southampton  from  coming  up  with  her  till  two  in  the 
afternoon,  at  which  lime  th^  two  ships  were  within  mus>- 
ket-shot.  The  enemy  then  began  lo  fire  on  him,  but 
the  gallant  English  captain  reserved  his  fire  till  he  was 
within  ^t^gfenty  yards  of  her.  A  furious  engagement 
commenced,  and  the  two  ships  soon  fell  on  board  eacb 
other.  The  enerty  seized  this  opportunity  to  attempt 
to  board  the  Southampton,  but,  in  a  quarter  of  hi  ho  ir, 
they  were  repulsed  wiib  considerable  loss.    After  9  40- 
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perate  action  of  thifly-fivc  minutes  she  struck/  and  pro* 
ved  to  be  the  Emeraude,  a  French  frif^ateof  26  gunftand 
214*5  nieji,  sixty  of  whom  wdre  either  killed  or  Wounded ; 
among  the  former  were  her  first  and  i'econd  captains,  the 
fieu  tenant  and  most  of  the  oflRcers.  On  board  the  South- 
ampton the  second  lieutenant  and  nineteen  men  were 
kilted  and  twenty-eight  Wounded.  In  the  nuinl)er  of 
the  latter  were  all  the  officers  excepting  the  captain,  who 
.proceeded  to  Falmouth  l^ilh  his  prize,  which  was  added 
to  the  navy. 

On  the  30(h  of  April  the  Unicorn  of  28  guns  and  ^200 
nen,  cotnmanded  by  Captain  Rawtings,  discovered  and 
pve  chace  to  (he  I^vJhdbie,  a  priviiteeir  d'St.  Malocs, 
of!^4guns  and  l286  ift'66.  Cdplditi  Rawlin|;s  was  un- 
able to  come  up  with  thie  ish^iiiy  ItH  five  in  tht  trioroing, 
on  the  2d  of  May,  When  a  desperiMe  encounter  ensued, 
in  which  the  English  cotnmander  Was  kiifed.  Mr.  Cle- 
inents,  the  first  lieutenant,  took  the  command,  and  con- 
tinued the  action  with  the  greatest  gallantry  for  an  hbur 
and  ahallP,  when  the  enemy  Mruck,  having  between  for- 
ty and  fifty  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  Unicom  lost 
only  three  men  besides  the  captain,  and  had  five  wound- 
^.  The  pjriiEe  had  on  board  the  captain,  lieut^naikt, 
surgeon,  and  forty-five  private  men  belonging  to  a  Guern- 
sey privateer  which  sheltad  taken  a  &!W  days  before, 
^ejng  informed  by  them  that  another  privateer  had  been 
<!:rui^in^  (Vith  the  Invincible,  Captain  Clements,  afhet 
'Ending  his  prisoners,  sailed  again  on  Ihe^h  in  quest  o¥ 
thai  vessel.  He  had  the  good  fortune,  to  M  in  with  her 
'the  next  day,  and  after  exchanging  three  1)road«id)es  ^ 
struck.  She  proved  to  be  the  Comtesse  de  NoafRes  of 
'^i  guns  and  143  men.  On  the  17th  Lieutenant  Cle- 
Wnts  arrived  at  FlytniOttth  with  his  two  prices,  atid4i  a 
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feward  for  hfls  gallant  conduct,  was  prumoted  to  the  rank 
of  post-captain. 

Captain  Matthew  Moore  who  was  afterwards  appoint- 
ed to  the  command  of  Ihe  Unicorn,  being,  on  a  cruijEe, 
in  the  month  of  November,  fvll  in  with  the  lltrMibw>» 
a  French  firigate  of  28  guns,  which  struck  after  a  smart 
action  of  five  hours. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  the  Eagle  and  Medway  of  60 
guns  each,  being  on  a  cruize  off  Ushant,  in  the  night  feH 
in  with  and  gave  chace  to  a  French  East  India  ship,  call- 
ed the  Dae  D*Aquitaine,  pierced  for  64  guns,  but  having 
only  fifly  mounted  and  465  men,  commanded  by  M. 
t)'Esquilen.  After  a  short,  bill  very  sharp  contest  sho. 
Simck;  having  all  her  masts  shot  i»way,  fifty  men  fciHc-d; 
and  a  great  number  wounded.  The  Eagle  had  ten  meii 
killed  and  thir4y-two  wounded ;  the  Medway  ten  wound* 
ed.  The  Doc  D'Aquitaine  being  a  fine  ship,  and  in 
good  condition,  was  added  to  the  navy. 

On  the  isd  of  November,  the  Hussar  cf  28  guns,  Capr 
tain  Elliot,  and  th^  Dolphin  of  24,  Captain  MarloW; 
Chaced  a  large  French  ship,  which  Captain  Elliot  came 
up  with  about  eight  at  night.  He  immediately  attacked 
hef,  but  had  not  exchanged  many  broadsides  when  the 
Dolphin  came  up.  The  action  was  maintained  by  the 
enemy  with  great  spirit  till  ten,  when,  having  lost  all  ^ 
her  mast!*,  she  sunk  with  her  colours  flying.  The  boats 
of  the  English  ships  could  not  be  hoisted  out  m  time  to 
«ave'any  of  the  crew ;  but  she  was  supposed  to  be  the 
Hsdcyon  of  5C  guns,  with  only  her  upper  tier  mounted. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  Captain  Hood,  (now  Lord 
Hood),  in  the  Antelope  of  50  guns,  discovered  three  sail 
which  hoisted  French  colors.  He  immediately  bore 
down  upon  the  Ij^rgest^  called  the  AquiloDj  pierced  for 


4i 


THt  OElTltH  TKf»IVT| 


56  guns,  bat  mounting  only  48,  and  hiving  on  board 
^50  men.  He  came  up  with  her,  and  aAer  a  close  en- 
gagement of  near  (wo  hours,  the  French  ship  struck  on 
the  roclcs,  in  the  bay  of  Audieme,  and  lost  her  miien- 
ma»t.  On  this  the  gallant  Captain  Hood  stood  off  for 
some  time,  to  avoid  sharing  a  similar  fatt,  and  having 
refitted  the  damage  he  had  sustained,  returned  to  com- 
plete the  destruction  of  his  antagonist.  In  this  design  be 
was  however  anticipated,  the  AquiloA  having  driven  so 
fwr  over  a  ridge  of  rocks,  that  she  was  irrecoverably  iQst, 
and  at  too  great  a  distance  for  him  to  do  her  any  farther 
injury.  In  the  course  of  the  two  following  days.  Cap- 
tain Hood  took  the  two  small  vessels,  which  were  in 
company  with  the  Aquilon,  when  hfi  first  got  aighM>f 
that  ship,  and  wai  informed  by  the  officers  that  in  the  ac- 
tion the  Aquilon  had  thirty  men  killed  and  twenty-five 
wounded.  The  loss  of  the  Antelope  was  three  killed  and 
thirteen  wounded,  and  she  sustained  considerable  da* 
mage  in  her  masts,  sails,  and  rigging.  This  was  the 
first  brilliant  action  performed  by  Captain  Hood,  after 
his  promotion  to  the  command  of  a^hip,  and  which  has 
been  succeeded  by  a  series  of  gallant !  exploits,  that 
have  conferred  immortal  glory  both  on  his  country  and 
himself. 

The  Experiment,  of  20  guns  and  142  men.  Captain 
^rachan,  cruizing  in  the  Mediterranean,  off  thecoasi 
Clf  Spain,  fell  in  with,  and  took,  after  a  bloody  engager 
ment,  tbet  Telemaque,  a  French  privateer,  of  much 
sapirior  force.  As  no  public  notice  was  taken  of  this 
gallant  action,  we  shall  iniiert  the  letter,  m  which  Cap- 
tain Strachan  giv^s  an  account  of  the  particulars  to  Ad- 
miral Osborn,  at  that  time  commander  in  chief  in  th« 
Mfiditerranean. 
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*'  On  tiio  19th  ul(.  about  noonj  wc  came  up  with  and 
engageci   (lie    Telemachus,    comma ndert  by    Captain 
Beaupet  de  Contrcpont,  mounting  *20  guns,  twelve  and 
nine  pounders,  which  ship  by  the  quarter-bill  had  ot) 
board  a  crew' of  460  men.     The  enemy  clapped  us  on 
board  on  the  starboard  chess-lree,  but  could  enter  the 
men  only  from  the  forecastle;  we  killed  most  of  thos* 
who  boarded ;  but  some  were  left  wounded  on  our  decks.' 
Seeing  the  French  were  confused,    and   theif  oflicert 
not  being  able   to  rally  them,  we  entered  our  men« 
who  being  brisker  than  theirs,  they  stfuck  about   three 
leagaeii  from  Fort  Morero.  (The  people  in  the  tops  of 
the  French  ship,  however,  continued   i*iring  for  some 
time  afterwards,  nor  would  they  desist,  till  their  captain^ 
who  was  wounded,  was  brought  upon  deck,  and  com-' 
manded  them  to  surrender;}     As  the  wind  at  that  time 
wasN.  E.  and  the  enemy's  ship  on  board  of  us,  wo' 
were  under  the  necessity  of  coming  to  an  anchor  neat' 
a  Spanish  fort^  between  Mount  Carpi  and  C?.po  de  La* 
nan.    My  lieutenant  and  master  behaved  so  briveiy  Otl 
this  occasion  that  I  cannot  omit  making  particular  men* 
tionofit;  and  indeed  my  peopie  in  general  behaveif 
extremely  well.     We  had  fourth  ';n  men  killed  and  forty 
wounded;    the  French    110    killed^    the  number   ot 
wounded  not  ascertained.    The  Experiment  mounted 
20  guns;    fourteen  9-pounders,    two  6,    and  foUr  4- 
pounders,  and  had  on  board  when  the  action  commenced 
a  crew  of  142  men."" 

A  fteet  was  this  summer  equipped  for  an  expedition 
against  Louisburg.,  It  consisted  of  thirteen  shi|)s  oAhe 
line  and  a*  CPK|si4erab1e  number  of  transports,  wt(h 
troops;  and  sailed  on  the  l6th  of  i\pril  from  St.  Helens* 
under  the  comiflahd  of  Vice^admI(%dfTolbume.    fnc6n^ 


46 


THE  BRITISH  TRIDBNT; 


icquence  of  contrary  winds  and  the  delay  occasioned  by 
the  pa«!(age  of  such  a  numerous  fleet,  it  was  the  9lh  of 
July  before  this  armament  arrived  at  Halifaie,  \n  Nova 
Scotia,  where  it  was  to  be  joined  by  the  squac'ion  al* 
ready  on  that  slation,  commanded  by  Sir  Charles  Hardy. 
Notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the  season,  the  adpiiral 
and  Lord  Loudon,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  land- 
Ibrces,  began  to  prepare  for  the  attack  of  Louisburg. 
Havutg  refitted  the  ships,  the  troops  were  embarked 
with  all  possible  expedition;  but  on  the  4th  of  August, 
when  the  armament  was  just  ready  to  sail*  intelli* 
gence  arrived  from  Captain  Edwards,  governor  of 
Newfoundland,  that  he  had  taken  an  advics-boat,  with 
ditpatchetf  from  which  he  learned  thai  the  force  of  tht 
enemy  ai  Loaisburg,  consisted  of  eighteen  sail  of  the 
line,  five  frigates,  and  7000  troops.  A  council  of  war 
was  immediately  called,  in  which.it  was  resolved  to 
liefer  the  attack  of  Louisburg,  in  consequence  of  the 
laleneis  Qf  the  season,  and  superiority  of"  the  enemy's 
force.  The  troops  were  immediately  diseihbarked ;  but 
the  admiral,  having  soon  afterwards  received  a  reiifforce* 
n^t  of  four  sail  of  il)jB  line,  iindec  Captain  Geary,  put 
io  seii,  and  continued  cruizing  before  Louisburg,  in 
the  h6pe  ofintercepting  the  French  fleet,  should  it  ven- 
ture out  of  that  harbor.  On  the  evening  of  the  24th  of 
September,  the  squadron  was  about  twenty  leagues  to 
the  southward  of  its  station,  the  wind  began  to  blow 
bard  from  the  eatt»  and  in  the  night  encreased  to  a  per- 
fect hurricane,  which  continued  till  eleven  o'clock  the 
next  day,  when  the  wind  shifted  to  the  north,  and  thus 
saved  the  whole  fleet  from  inevitable  destruction,  the 
thipt  being  then  dose  in  with  the  rorks,  off  the  island  of 
Cape  Breton.    The  Tilbury  was  drivep  on  shore  near 


% 


OR,  REGISTER  OP  NAVAL  ACTIONS. 


4r 


Louisburg,  and'  Captain  Barnslcy,  with  many  of  his 
o(Hcen,  and  most  of  the  crew,  perished.*  The  remain- 
der fell  int'*  Ihe  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  Grafton 
lilcewise  struck,  but  was  so  fortunate  as  to  get  off  again. 
Most  of  the  other  ships  of  the  squadron  were  diitmasted, 
and  some  wereobh'ged  to  throw  overboard  part  of  their 
guns.  Having  collected  his  shattered  vessels,  the  admi- 
ral proceeded  to  Halifax,  and  soon  afterwards  sailed  for 
England  in  the  Newark,  in  company  wi(h  the  Light- 
ning fire-ship.  During  the  passage  the  latter  was  en- 
gaged in  an  action,  which  'n  account  of  the  intrepidity 
displayed  by  her  crew,  ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed.  II 
is  given  in  the  words  of  the  narrator.  * 

*'  We  left  Halifax  on  the  14th  of  November,  in  com- 
pany of  the  admira'  only,  with  whom  we  parted  in  a 
violent  gale  of  wind.  On  the  3d  of  December  we  fell 
in  with  a  French  privateer,  of  l&guns,  full  of  men; 
we  now  gave  ourselves  up  for  lost,  as  we  had  only  six 
4-pounders,  and  forty-four  men  ;  but  our  captain  though 
a  young  commander,  being  appointed  only  the  day  be- 
fore we  left  Halifax,  gallantly  ordered  the  hatches  to  be 
nailed  down,  and  told  us  he  was  determined  not  to7>arft 
with  his  ship,  but  to  fight  her  as  long  as  she  c*ouId  swim. 
The  privateer  soon  afterwards  began  to  fire  her  small 
arms,  which  did  us  little  damage,  as  the  side  on  which 
they  made  their  attack  was  barricaded,  and  all  our  guns 
brought  to  bear.  She  then  ran  up  a-breast,  and  fired 
her  broadside,  which  was  returned  as  fast  as  possible. 
She  perceived  our  "weak  side,  altered  her  tack,  and  en- 
deavored to  board  us  $  but  we  made  a  push  and  got  the 
other  side  oT  her  aga*n,  giving  her  all  our  guns  as  we  ran 
under  her  stern.    He  was  endei^voring  a  second  time  to 
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play  the  same  game^  and  as  he  was  coming  down  wilh 
.a  great  sea,  right  before  the  wind,  we  ran  right  athwart 
him,  and  received  him  on  our  broadside.  The  shock 
was  very  great,  and  damaged  our  rigging,  but  carried 
tv;.y  their  bowsprit  andjoremast,  and  the  enemy  was 
In  such  consternation  that  he  never  fired  a  musket  till  he 
was  clear  of  us.  We  bade  him  adieu,  and  thought  our- 
selves well  off.  Our  lieutenant  was  killed  by  a  musket* 
ball;  the  boatswain  received  a  shot  through  his  jaw, 
and  another  in  his  hip ;  he  would  not  suffer  the  surgeon 
i.(,i  dress  the  lower  w  ourid,  damned  him  for  being  so 
lung  about  his  jaw,  and  was  on  deck  again  and  as  brisk 
as  if  nothing  had  happened.  The  Frenchman  must  have 
lost  a  great  number  of  men,  as  the  tops  were  full,  and 
w^aw  several  in  the  water  when  her  mast  went  away ; 
he'ilso  received  gr^at.  damage  by  several  guns  which 
nvere  fired  down  into  his  bows  while  he  was  aboard  us." 
Ir^  the  West  Indies  Rear-adm'nral  Cotes  detached 
Captain  Forrest  with  three  ships,  to  cruize  off  Cape 
.Fraki'^uis,  tc  endeavor  to  intercept  a  French  convoy, 
ready  to  sail  from  that  port  for  Europe.  The  vessels 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Forrest  were :— * 


Shipf.  Gum.' 

Augusta. «•«.. 60. 
JCdinburgh  ....64, 
Dreadnought  ..60. 

18^ 


Coinmanden. 

. . Capt.  Arthur  Forrest. 
.......  William  Latigdon« 

.......  M.  Suckling. 


On  the  2 1  si  of  October  the  French  Commodore;  M. 
de  Kergaint  pvit  to  sea,  with  a  view  to  drive  Captain 
Jforrest  firom  his  station.    His  squadron  consisted  of  th< 
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bcr  ofwiidiefi. 

Shim.      ;  Gtint,     Men.      /    .    yComuatOtr*, 

L  Intre^e* . 9^  .^74'.>9()0.  «•  •  •  •  • « M.  de  Ker8|iinti> 
Le  Sc^^tre..  .• . 74.  ,800,, ...  * r  —  '^^  de-Cleveau. 

L'Opiriiature  • . «  64.  .680 M.  de  Mplian. 

Greenwich.. » .  ^ 50.  .500 w .  M.  de  Foucauk*    . 

L'Outarde  ^ ,  p«  ,^44.  .4^0  .**....  . 

Le  S4avage..p^.S2..300... 

J^  Ltcorne. . ...  32.  .  300. 


li 


r.  ..»•.•• 


u; 


TotiL. ...»tO  38dO 

Tbti  g^pefbrHy  was,  fiur  from  intitnidaling  the  Ciig> 
llsh  eoiiMiittt«i#.     He  immedi«t%  tailed  a  ctwncli  of 
war»  in  mkhM  fhtf  4}iiesi^  ^ds  not :  if(i#  uradi  n  tk# 
enemjr^i  fi)tli^«tt^ridr»Qr  how  tuieqtiirf<UbtaflS^i;tN^' 
g»ttant  fo»r6s»i   ttddir^d    his  eoHesKaes  with  thesi' 
words  t*«  Gentlef^diir  you  s6e  the  fon*  of  Ui*  enemy ; 
is  it  yottiN^olatiow^^f ght  them  Of  not  .^'  to  which  th6y* 
both  tt^iiN^  a^at^Hs^^     '«  I^ls^'^  and  the  ttmnt^ 
hm\m  -^  ^vmg  lasted  aboiitl^sitf  ft  mliitftl^r    In  pli^^ 
saamse  «f  %Ai«.tdi»liillfi(^hKAioii  tif«y  atl  bbif^  ##il^  mA 
aboat  t#«tf^^ncr#^^'i^  «lf«^  lii^  "^  tffierm>cii  iN^ 
action  t}i|abi^  alid^  ftfii^tb^  wtth  bnieMtted  ^r/ 
tw9^himffi^^ibht4&  MiWlh^^l^ehfcomtttoddre  #at 
so  much  disabtedi  tha^  46  iil8de'tl^s%^i8ffbrlMedf  thil 
frigate  1&i|o#liiftt<Hifldf  th«  Hn^andthe  r«st  df^he 
eii®f»<|^4  sM]|MI  MP0r#  thl>(^Vk^ti-in(» tonfUsiOti.   Tho  £)miid^: 
no(i^t»||ig«Hilg^]lti  Ih^i'lk^v^  kept  her 

helm  hiiii  01  tiai%M»il'4o  mlttliti'i^oi'if  sf^  proceeded^ 
to  faH4t#li0||«l  in  ^«i^0«t«BdTittttig^iDU3  situation;  bvt' 
slie  i!hi&i<»io4«iif^up/  aiid  contftincid  t«  do  so^duHi^tMi 
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.her  own  ships,  those  a-siern  were  thrown  iii|lHJlti(llii|ir» 
frcmi  whidi  they  never  recovered ;  and  woen  SJic  list 
pWe  dropped.  lin<r  was  rehevdci  by  #e  Opiaiati-ei  ,il 
Grelsiiwidf  (a  ship  »aiei)rfekcfi  lh«  '^nekijj  |tf  d 
board  W  in  the  ooflfiisbif,  whilef  ihib  Scepttil^r^s^h^ 
forward,  ail  the  four  weremo^ir fuTidusly  conitibh^d^  bV 
thf  Edinboirgh  ahd  Au^ifsta,  and^$rt]tii!drly  thib  MfJ- 
picte,  which  lay  disrtidrttkd  In  a  very'4iatttred'cditi8n)d$. 
The  French  commddore'  was  by  this  fiftie  #hab1ecl*tp 
appreciate  the  chafaclef  tof  his  anta^oVilsts,  and  Miln 
iRore  pcudeiK'e  than  bravery,  (^re  aw;ay  with  hiscr^pled 
squadron  for  Cape  Francois,  which  some  of  his  ships 
rf^a^hed  wftli  oiuch  ditHcuJty  ;  the  Opiniati«  being  eOte- 
pfe^ly  disnjastedtand  th#~Greenwij^  eMremeiy  Waky/ 
T^  £nglish  ships  h^l  suiitaii^  so  muish  injui^  tH  t^ir 
ipsts,i|iil|^,aii<^  r^ingy  that  they  w?p»  in  no  <oo^ion. 
tf  piir^ufiljhe  flyiiig  ei^my^  which  pieoye^  9  mc^t  mtifrii* 
^0^  ctrcomstanoB  t<J  their  gallant  i^ews.  jrh*  ;l0$s  of 
tj^e  French  on  this  occasion  amounled  to  ?be|^i(v#eii  five 
^rj^  I»undfe4:  kil^  i^d  wQun^fid.  Tb|i  ^^iiy^fta 
^!^W  firMii^^ifnai«tAndeH|h|  nBCfi  killed  ai)4|P#nty- 
i^inf  vyounded^  on  board  the  Pf^nOMght<  nlrife  w«rr<e 
^iltetl  and  thirty  yvQun^edt  an^jn  the  i•i|lb^rgh  fi^ 
wets  kil|f4  «»d  M«^r^iwne  li^jWiwcliHlft  ^^F^^gK^^ 
shij^  w^ro  so 'nuch  4ft^a|^c^»  4ha^  ^tlf^^||^OFiesl  was 
<lJ^igp4t#procee^,to^i|tKii^,:.j.;  i^«f^,^;^^ 

t0m  loog  afterwa^^Gapfain  l?Qrr|!§|,ji|id  pn(^h#|?DfiTi 
p^rtttnlty  of  disjrfaying  bi§  abJlMi^f  a9  jM^a^y^j  vt^frg, 
aiid,  tChe  ac€jaire^«Ptbln^  i^ttl  g|0r|' Qn  Ah«|i^l^i)l^^ 
sfiip;  he,  ^wever>  thi«  timtt  qb^be^  not-o^yit^lHM^x^^^ 
1)1^ ;a#ai>tage.  Admirii  Co|»*  li^eiiig  jn^jeed  J)^  4h#i 
Hj^i^m  ^  Cwo  priv»teer9  iwhich  h^  had  tajiei^  ^lat  iii  fleb 
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convoy  wa»  preparing  at  Port  ati  Prfncc,  to  sail  foi^  Eu- 
rope; ordered  Captain  I^orrest  to  proceed  off'. the  island 
of  Gonave,  ^nd  Cnr^endeaVOr  td  tnt«ircl«pt  them;  Oh  the 
23d  o£i>ec(!«nber  he  dikcover^  IWor  liloops  fcetwe^ 
GfMiBve  and;Stv  Domingo,  and,  test  ihey  sftiyrkid-take  hiihi 
for  a  cruiser,  h^  hoisted  Dtitch  ^oHt.'Ai  fhe  the  san)# 
eyentft)^  he  diiicovered  (even  tnore  sari  steering  t6  th# 
westward.  To  avoid  suspicion.  Captain  FcM'rest  dis^ 
gtttsed  the  Augusta,  and  hauled  from  them  IfM.diftfl'/ 
wfien  he  mttde «af I  dnd  fdllowed  tb«im,  Cominig  if^'«i^Hr 
0B«oii*fce  ^'%3wt«  about  ten) overlook,  h« ord«red- tie^  c^ 
t»inii  l^itrike^  threatlniAg;ithit  if  he  ga^'^tlie^l^iil 
alarm  he  would  instantly  sink  him.  The  re<|[iiis^fotf'W 
the  fiiiglijih  rofbmithder  Wfii '  instantly  coHi^^^  '#ith. 
Patting  Jus ;:firtt:liettt6naiifti^d:  thirty^five  men  on  boar# 
die  piiixit^e  directed  thenWii:  pre^!eedolF  Petit  Om#(^;, 
to  prarentany  of  llieetfiefny  (Voin  «se«|»ingMol  tlMt  port/ 
M  diy4i0eak  the  Au|^siii>4vas^  in  Ihd  midst  nftft^ciMi^ 
\^y,  the  wboile  of  whfch^ after  firing  a; :  few  gons>  lodit' 
struck  to  Captain  Forreu.  It  consisted  of  the  following 
ships: 

Shipt.  Guni.  Men.  Toim. 

^  ^  -  fieMars....;.-:.-..2^i'-:.l08....56(>     ' 
;         I  1j*  Thfpdorbi  -  J i  ^  - !».; .  .  -  ..7 0.  -  -  w  5 50 

ljd->Marguerit€L*...l2.-....4*..-:350  '. 

La  Sc!ide,.»*,..W-.l2.-.-..4'4.i.-350 

Le  St.  Pierre^^-^^*I4i4..^.40.--.30a 

Le Maurice. .*,. ^ ^r.l2.....,36.- .i30Q  - 

La  Flor».^*.;.i.,.i2*.....35.i..30(!) 

LaSriilante^..;....VIO .20...,  200 

La  Mannet  (brig> . .i ^ 4 ;» •  ^..l 2; . . .  1 20 

Total...  ^112^        409      2970 
c  2 
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.  Thif  action>  U  b^s  been  very  justly  obflefyed,  is  to  eic- 
lraQrdin«iy«  that  one  is  amaaed  to  consider  how  it  was 
possible  for  «aa  tkkpt  w>liH>ut  the  least  asstsiancc/  to 
take  sonany,  and  thai  within  t|bi-e«  noiJesofaA  eaeroy's 
porl.^^Qaptai^  Forrest  having  secmied  his  priaeS}  «t<«r- 
^/or  Jamaica*  and  that  active  and  indeiati[^ablc  oflicer 
was  never  off  deck,  and  scarcely  icJ)r)»ed  hU  eyes  daring* 
the  five  days  of  his  passage  to  Port  Royal,  having  400;  prn 
«<^ner^  pn  board,  and  not  more  |ban  200  men  and  boys 
^gnaffd  ibeaa^  and  al  the  stone  time  to  navigate  his  shipv 
H^f  bowev^,  arriyed  without  acckieat  aA  Jiamaiaar 
ipli^re  his^ife*.  whicli  prov«4  •Ktremt^- vataaUay 

In  the  Esui  Indkh  Admiral  WwHon  bavieg  taken  ulk 
^^fofit  below  Cakmtiii*  proceeded  i»p  the  Ganges  with 
^t  Qfh»  sqoadrpn  totnttatik  tbait  ibrfcresk  )  On  tbe  ^ 
9f:  JaniMry!  the  s^i^/  arrivad/offi  the  place,  laniisegaft 
awpb.  a*  vigorfMia  ^aonontde*  that  fiwt  tKe  end  of  two  boon 
thu,  eitemy's  batterieis  were  completely  ailenceifij  ■  \A 
body  of  seavienaad  soldiers  was  immediately bnded, 
and  took  possession  of  t}ie  batteries.  In  this  attack  the 
ships  suffered  very  little.  Of  the  soldiers  and  seamen 
twelve  were  killed  and  thicty-one  wounded.  The  next 
pbject  of  attack  was  the.  (ichtown  ofHi^hly,  belonging 
to  the  nabob,  and  situated  about  thirty  miles  above  Cal- 
cutta. The  force  dispat(;hed  OU  this,  service  consisted 
of  the  Kridgewater  of  ^0  gUQs,  the  Kingfisher,  a  sJoop 
of  14,  and  all  the  boat^ef  the  squadron  manned  and 
armed,  assisted  by  209  European  troops  and  2iiG  tea- 
poys, commanded  by  Mfjpf  KJlpAtrick.  Oa  the  5th 
of  Januajry  this  little  detacbG^^;nt  led  Cakrutta,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Smith  of  the  Bridgewater,  and  on 
the  dth  anived  he^«  Iha  place.    Tht  troops  were  m*^ 


OR,  UEGTSTER  OK  NAVAL  aI:TIONS. 


53 


inedialely  landed,  and  the  ships  began  a  violent  can- 
nonade, which  was  continued   lill  midnight,  when  a 
breach  being  made,  the  sailors  were  landed  to  join  the 
troops  in  slonming  the  fort.     The  tars,  according  to  cus- 
tom, were  the  foremost  in  the  attack,  and  assisted  the 
soldiers,  who  possessed  less  agility,  in  scaling  the  fortifi- 
cations. At  the  same  time  a  false  attack  was  madd  on  the 
side  oj)posite  to  the  breach.  This  drew  the  Moors  to  that 
side,  and  gave  the  English  an  opportunity  of  getting  into 
the  fort,  when  the  former  finding  their  mistake,  opened 
t^e  gates  and  fled  w  ith  the  utmost  precipitation.  Having 
thus  become  masters  of  the  fort,  it  was  demolished  by  the 
English,  who  likewise  burned  some  of  the  best  houses  in' 
the  town^  and  then  f^oceeded  five  miles  higher  up  the 
river,  where  they  found  granaries  and  magazines  full  of 
stores  for  the  use  of  the  nabob's  army.     Here  the  ship^" 
again'came  to  an  anchor,  and' cannonaded  the  place  about' 
four  hours,  when  the  seamen  and  soldiers  being  landed; 
destroyed  the  whole,  together  with  the  town,  in  sight  ot 
the  forces  of  the  nabob,  who  neither  attempted  to  make  . 
any  "Opposition  nor  to  extinguish  the  flames.  The  loss  of 
the  English  in  these  two  attacks  amounted  to  ilbout  fifty 
killed  and  wounded.     Having  performed  the  object  on* 
which  they  were  sent,  the  ships  rejoined  the  admiral.  * 

The  nabob,  enraged  at  the  successes  of  the  English, . 
assembled  a  large  army  of  15,000 foot  and  10,000  horse, 
and  on  the  2d  of  February  passed  in  sight  of  the  British"' 
camp  near  Calcutta,  and  established  hirhself  in  anad^ 
vantageoas  position.  The  admiral  immediately' d<etach- 
ed  about  600  seamen  from  the  squadron,  and  sent  them 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Warwick^  to  join  Colo- 
nel Clive  afld  his  little  army.  On  receiving  this  rciri- 
fucccment'j  the  colonel  advanced  and  attacked  the  nabob* 
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with  ^uch  impeluosily,  that  h\%  tfc^ps  werq  dislodged 
froiQ  tbt^ir  jfHic^ippmeiit,  and  teUeaied  vviih  t{ie  Ios»  of 
1000  men  killed,  wounded,  anditakeij,  ptisonerj,  A 
great  number  of  horses  and  bullocks,  aifd  likewise  some 
elephants  fell  jnlo  the  hands  of  the  conquerors.    In  this 

, action  about  twelve  seamen  and  thirty  of  the  troops 
were, killed,  and  abput  fifteep  seamen  and  fifiy  soldiers 
wounded,.   The  on \y  naya^  office^ .  who  fell  on  this  oqca- 

.  sion  wa«  J-iei^tenant  Lutwidge  f|f  thci  Salisbury*  The 
fi^ccesj}  of  the  £nglisb  in  thi^  spirited  attack  sp  dis^ouf- 
raged  the  nabobs  Iha^  he  ^qpn  after ws^d*  concluded  s 
tr^9ty  bl^ily  bono^rable  to  the  nation,  and  advan- 
l^geous  to  the  interests  of  the  Zt^sH  India  Coinpny. 

(iaving  ihtts  accoinmodatetd  iPaiAers  vrith  J^e;  $iabob, 
«nd  received  CQflaiQ  intelligence  <^t)^  vKai;  wit,t)  I'ranfe, 
4dnii>ra^  Watson  re;$ol ved  lo  iai^k.  the  setilen(ieDi,,9f 
Chanderna^pfe,  belonging  to  that  power.  Colonel  Cltve 
had  been  joined  by  300  Bombay  troops,  a«d  in  conse- 
c)uenceof  this.reinforcement«  had  under  hm  an  army  of 
^SOQ  nien»  of  whom  ,700  were  European*.  WUh  these 
lie  marched  to  Chandem^gore,  and  on  th^  i^th  of  March 
Ihe  adofi^al  sailed  for  the  same  place  with,  the  Kent, 
Tiger,  asd  Sal^bury ;  the  Bridge  water  aud  Kingfisher 
having  been  orderi^d,  up  the  river  some  days  before,  to 

/  cover  the  boats  attending  the  cam|i»  On  the  18th  the 
ships  ^aove  to  an  anchor  about  tvo  miles.below  Chan- 
dernagore,  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  French  had 
endeavored  to  o^t^t  tjieir  passage  by  sinking  several 
vessels  In  the  ^hapn^l,  and  mooring  t-wo  booms  with 
chains  across  the  rivec*.  The  boom^!,.  hoiwever,  were 
1001^  (Ot  adriftj^suul  the  enemy  having  left  the  nasts  of 
he  $bf  pt^  standings  the  boat«  of  the  sqpsidron  sent  to 
sfttadbi  wilho»i  diUkulty  discovere^^^a^pas^ag*  (trough 
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wbich  .large  ihips  might  proceed  ^^Ub  safely.  '  While 
preparations  were  making^ibr  the  atlaci.  Mr.  Watson 
was  joined  by  Rear-adoikal  Pocock,  who  had  arrived 
in  Balasore  road'in  the  Cumberland;  but  (earing  that 
his  ship  would  not  gel  up  the  river  in  time  to  have  m 
share  in  the  action,  he  proceeded  in  his  barg^,  and  on 
the  21&t  hpifil^d  his  0eg  on  board  the  Tiger.     Eaily  on 
the  morivng,  of  the  ^'^th  the  ships  got  under  weigh,  and  . 
ai  they  advaoc^d*  ik^,  tnomy  opened  a  heavy  6re  on 
then)  frpm  Uieir  bfttteries.    At  half  pas(  six  the  Tiger 
brought  up  in  her  liaiion ;  but  (ho  ebb-tide«  which  now 
began  to  make  strongly  down  the  rivofj  obliged  Ue  Kenti 
to  anchor  in  th^  station  allotted: to  the  Salisbury,  to  th9 
mortificBition  of  Captain  Martin  and  his  gajlani  crew, , 
who  wert;  thi^  prevenjfced  from  sharing  in  the  honors  of 
the  day.     After  a  brisk  cannonade  of  three  lK7urs>  th# 
enemy  desired  to  capitulate,  andtlie  aiticks  being  agroed 
upon  and  signed*  the  admiral  sent  on  shorf  Captain  La« 
tham  of  the  Tiger,  to  receive  th«  keys  and  take  posseiK 
sion  of  the  fort.     The  garriscMi  was  composed  of  500 
Europeans  and  700  blacks ;  apdtbe  place  was  defended 
by  133  pieces  of  canno|>  and  three  small  nortars.    Bov 
sides  the  vessels  sunk  below  the  town  to  stop  up  the 
channel,  the  enemy  ran  on  shoie  and  destroyed  tive 
large  ships  above  the  fort,  and  four  sloops  and  a  snow 
fell  into  tlie  bands  of  the  £nglish.    In  this  attack  the 
enemy  hftd  forty  men  killed  and  seventy  wounded.   Thoi- 
loss  on  board  the  ships  was  considerabio ;  the  Kent  had: 
nineteen  men  killed  and  for4y<nine  wounded*  and  the 
Tiger  thirteen  killed  and  fifty  wounded.     Among  the 
killed  was  Mr.  Peireau»  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Kent, 
ajid  the  Raster  of  the  Tfger.    Among  the  wounded 
weii^  Admiral  focock  slightly  hurt«  Captain  Speke  aud^ 
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Ms  son,  by  Ihe  rome  can:i».-*  ball,  and  Mr.  Kawllnjf  Hev, 
third  lieutenant  oftheKv  (;  the  two  latter  mortally. 
The  ships  sustained  great  damage  in  (heir  }tu]h,  masts, 
and  rigging ;  the  Kent  had  six  guns  dismounted,  and 
138  shot  in  her  hull. 

This  was  the  last  service  in  which  Admiral  Wat?on 
was  engaged.  The  health  of  that  brave  and  active  offi- 
cer had^  been  for  some  time  declining,  and  on  ihe  )5th 
of  August  he  fell  a  victim  to  tbe  u^healthiness  of  the 
climate,  to  t4ie' unfeigned  regret  of  all,  particularly  t>f 
his  crews,  by  whom  he  was  beloved  and  revered^  His 
majesty  to  testify  his  sense  ofthegallan*  admiral's  merits, 
created  his  son  abaronet;  and  the  East  Tndia  Company 
in  demonstration  of  their  gratitude  for  his  services, 
erected  a  beautiful  monument  to  his  memory  in  West* 
iftinster  Abbey. 

S'Thc  command  of  the  squadron  now'devolv^d  on 
Re^r-admiral  Pbcocki  but  nothing  material  occurred  in 
this  quarter  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  gallant.conduct  of  three  captains  of  East  Ihdia- 
men  should  not  pass  unnoticed.  These  Were  Captain 
Wilson,  of  tlie  Suffolk*;  Captain  WalpoJe,  of  the 
Houghton ;  and  Cnptain  Hutchinson,  of  the  Godojphin. 
On  the  9(h^of  March,  being  about  eight  degrees  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  ihey  were  attack- 
ed by  a  French  ship  ofthe  line  and  a  frigate,  but  after  a 
smart  firing  obliged  them  to  sheer  off:  Thefbllowing 
a^e,  th6  particulars  of  this  eiieouriier,  as  related  by  an  oiE- 
ccr  oh  board  the  Gbdolphin :  '^   . 

"March  the  9lh,.at  three  P.  M.  we  saw  two  sail 
from  the  roast-head,  bearing  west  by  north,  and  at  eight 
spok«  with  Captain  Wilson,  who  proposed  steering, 
noTch  till  twelve^  to  avoii  the  8trang$"8hi|isi    The  moon 
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rising  we  perceived  the  shipn^  ati(i  imagiiidd  thvy  v«>cro 
steering  to   the  eafttwarU^  ^t  M)oq  finding  Ihcy  were 
in  chace  of  uts,  made  ready  every  thing  for  defence,  ^nd 
!•  give  thfsm  a  w^m  receptiotK  :  We  found  them  come 
up  with  \is  faMt  keeping  to  windward.     Between  four 
and  five,  A<.  M.  we  piped  all  hands  to  splice  the  main 
brace,  and  tiie  ship's  company  were  made  ac:?« tainted 
with   (be  gratuity  of  'JOOOL  oflfered  by  the  honorable 
couf t  of  direclofit,  if  they  behaved  well  and  cleared  the 
ship  from  ibe  tncniy.    With  one  voice,  and*  three  cheers 
— ^"  Nail  the  colors  to  the  staff!"— was  the  word.     At 
day^bieaktiie  oaemy  being  almost  within  {i^un-iliot  of  as» 
on  our  weatiier-quartcr,  we  pldniy  perceived  them  to  be 
French  sliips- of  war  i  one  of  60  gutu,  ibe  other  above 
80t    The  i^ifiolk,    Captein  Wilson,  hoisted  a  bvotd 
j^endant*.  loadd  a  signal  for  the  line  of  battle  »>heail  and 
tpjlsewardr  with  the    larboard  tacka  on  board,  wbicli 
wad  ibroiird  accctfdiiigly.    Tke  en^my  sbewedusno 
^ok>rs,  but  luBpC  backing  and  (iiUng,  and  edging  down 
a^  if  they  intended  to  attack  us  every  moment.     We 
furled  Okir  ^ils  and  hauled  up  our  courses,  ready  lo  re« 
ceiveihem.     Thty  then  tacked  and  stood  from  us,  ami 
we  made  sail.  Al  eight  A.  M.  they  wore  and  stood  aftef ' 
lis.  The  signal  being  made,  we  formed  theliiie  a-breast; 
;i)e  60-gttn  ship  then  hoisted  her.  cobrs,  and  fired  one 
gun  lo  leeward ;  the  Suffolk  Ared  two  guoa  writh  shot, 
and  made  the  signal   for  the  line  a^head  toleadwitii 
the  larboard  Ucks^  oo  bwrd.     The  engagement  begawi 
but  at  so  gnea*  a  distance  thai  ihe  enemy's  shot  fell  short; 
ik>th  the  French  ships  bore  down  on  the  Godolphin'a 
weather-quarter,  and  then  she  began  to  engage ;  her 
third  shot  from  the  starboard-Kjuarter  cut  the  6o*gun 
liiip's  naiti-ioprsaii  tye  in  two.    A$  the  enemy  bwo 
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down,  the  Gqdolphin  wes  obliged  (oi)rrAk  Ihc  line,  to 
prevent  her  being  raked  from  atl  forward.  She  wore 
keeping  a-breast  the  large  nWip,  the  small  one  being  on 
her  weather-bow,  and  engaged  very  warmly  for  near 
three  glasses,  and  we  think  with  some  advantage  over 
the  enemy,  for  they  made  sail  and  hauled  the  wind,  and 
we  made  sail  after  them.  The  Suffolk  led  and  formed 
the  line  a^head,  with  her  larboard  tacks  on  board,  and 
ail  ready  for  a  second  attac  k.  They  went  from  us  fa^f, 
and  when  out  of  gun-shot  they  tacked  and  stood  to  the 
eastward;  as  they  pai^sed  they  made  a  constant  fire, 
without  shortening  sail,  and  went  off.  Wt  had  oar  top- 
gallant-yard shot  away,  and  received  many  thol  in  our 
lailf  and  rigging,  a  shot  through  the  round-house,  one 
ttnder  the  cclunter,  many  in  oar  sides,  so  that  we  were 
obliged  to  lie  by  atid  careen,  andat  St<^-  Holena  several 
24  and  12»>pound  shots  w,ere  taken  out  of  the  ship's  sides- 
One  of  our  midshipmen  had  his  leg  carried  away  above 
the  knee;  the  shot  went  aft  by  the  wheel  and  passed 
between  my  legs ;  two  other  men  were  wounded,  and 
at  one  time  the  shot  jBew  about  like  hail.  The  Sufiblk 
and  Houghton  recei\^ed  little  damage.  Captain  Hutchin- 
son behaved  with  great  coolness  and  bravery,  and  we 
expended  310  shot,  and  thirteen  barrels  ofpowder.^ 

On  the  Ist  of  January,  1758,  the  Adventure  armed 
ship,  of  18  six-pounders,  commanded  by  Captain  John 
Bray,  was  lying  at  anchor  in  Dungeness  road,  when  a 
large  snow  was  discovered  reaching  in  for  the  Ness; 
when  she  had  approached  pretty  near.  Captain  Bray 
ordered  his  cable  to>  be  cut,  bore  down  upon  herf 
and  brought  her  to  action.  To  prevent  the  enemy  from 
raking  the  Adventure,  Captain  Bray  laid  her  athwart 
hawse>  her  bowsprit  coming  in  between  his  main  and 
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fnizen-roasti.  The  end  of  (he  mizen -top-sail  sheet  was 
iinmediateiy  passed  through  his  bob-stay  and  made  tasl ; 
but  fearing  lest  (hey  should  get  clear  of  him,  the  Cap^ 
tain  himself,  with  the  assistaiice  of  (he  pilo^  got  a  haw- 
ser, and  pasccd  it  three  iimes  round  the  Frenchman's 
bowsprit  and  the  capstan  on  the  quarter-deck  of  (lie 
Adventure.  In  thi£,  situation  the  event  of  the  action  dc- 
pended  almost  entirely  on  the  small  arms,  with  which 
a  brisk  engagement  of  an  hour  ensued,  when  the  enemy 
struck  their  colors ;  on  boarding  her  (hey  began  to 
fire  again,  bul  were  soon  silenced.  The  vessel  proved  to 
be  the  Machault  privateer,  of  Dunkirk,  carrying  J  4  nine-* 
pounders,  and  a  crew  of  182  men,  forty  of  whom  were 
killed  and  woundeeJ.  The  loss  of  the  Adventure  was 
only  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded.  An  a  reward 
tor  the  gallantry  displayed  by  Captain  Bray  in  this  action, 
he  was  promoted  afew  days  afterwards  to  the  Amelia, of 
80  guns,  which  bore  tlie  pendant  of  Commodore  Durell. 
On  the  8th  of  January,  Captain  Elliot,  in  the  Hussar, 
of  28  guns,  and  200  men,  cruizing  to  (he  westward  of 
the  Lizard,  discovercl  aFrench  privateer  at  day-break, 
within  about  two  or  three  gun-si)ut.  He  immediately 
gavechace,  but  it  was  three  in  the  afternoon  hetbre  he 
could  come  up  with  the  enemy,  who  then  Drought  to. 
A  smart  engdgen)ent  ensued,  and  was  maintait^d 
with  (he  grea(e.st  obstinacy  for  two  hours  by  the  French. 
I  commander.  At  length  he  wa»  compc!!H  to  strike^ 
his  ship  being  dismasted,  having  eight  feet  water  in  her 
hold,  five  of  her  guns  dismounted,  fifty-tviro  men  killed, 
and  thirty-seven  wounded*  The  Hussar  had  6  metx 
I  killed,  and  fifteen  wounded.  The  prize  proved  to  be 
the  Vengeance,  of  St.  Malo,  pierced  for  32  guns, 
but  mounting  only  24>  twelve  and  ntne-pounders,  twenty 
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itwivelc,  and  manned  with  a  trcw  ofi5l&iii«ii*  TFie 
Vengeance  being  a  fine  ship  was  taken  into  the  service 
by  (he  same  name* 

In  MaroK,'  G<!»mmodorr  Ifeilmes  was  senl  wflh  t^o 
imall  vessels,  the  Seahorse  citd  S4romb<^>  lo  di^ioiige 
the  French  and  Aufitrians*  frdin  th^  town  of  Embden, 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Pri«SRia>  which  they  had  seized, 
The  commodore  eSectualiy  peft^ormed  this  service ; 
compelling  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  3720,  lo  eva- 
cuate the  place.  PiU^t  of  (heir  baggage,  cannon,  and 
•tortts>  which  they  were  conveying  up  ihe  r iver>  were 
taken  by  the  boats  of  the  English^vessels. 

On  the  nth  of  March,  Sir  Edwf  rd  Hftwkesitled 
.  from  Spithead  with  seven  ships  of  t': '  line  and  thre« 
frigates,  for  the  purpose  o^  aitacking  a  large  French 
convoy,  C(i>f1ected  in  Bi(i«^^iie  road,  and  intended  to 
carry  oat  stores,  ammunition,  and  SOOO  trwtpi,  to  re- 
inforce the  garrtsons  in  America.  These  were  to  b« 
escorted  by  a  squadron  of  men  'vf  war,  which  lay  at  the 
Jsie  of  Aix.  Early  on  the  nwrning  of  the  4lh  of  April, 
the  British >adniiral  arrived  off  Basqae  road :  and  at  day- 
break discovered  a  numerous  convoy  a  few  leagues  lo 
windward,  but  the  wind  ba^mg^  Ihe  corwoy,  with 
three  frigates,  by  which  it  was  escorted,  escape  into 
Ihe  harbor  of  St  Marti n'sj  in'thc  Isleof  f,h6,  eioepiing 
one  brig  which  was  run  on  shore  and  destroyed*  by  1 1 »e 
Hussar.  At  four  in  the  aftern«>ot)  tbe^enemy  were  dis- 
covered lying-  off  the  Iste  of  Aik.  Their  ^ce  consist- 
ed of  tbeFlwiftsarttrofVI-gUftWitihe  Sphyrwi,  Hardi,.and 
Dragon,  eft  (?'K  guns  eaoli,  lh«  Warwidc*  o4^  60>  six  or 
seven  frigates,  and  about  fopiy  ikiercfiiaDtnidti^  fi'(ti2d  out 
as  transports*  The  admiral  rmmfediately  made  the  s\^' 
n^lkft^  general  chace>  (ui  wljich  the  eiK^iny  «'Uh  i^n^ 
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slipped  iheif  cables  endeavoring  to  escape,  but  in  the 
utmost  coniusion.  About  six  the  British  squadron  had 
advanced  within  a  gun-shot  and  a  half  of  the  French 
commodore,  when  he  likewise  made  off,  though  by  this 
time  many  of  his  ships  were  fast  in  the  mud.  Sir  Ed- 
ward knowing  there  was  not  a  sufficient  depth  of  water 
to  follow  them,  came  to  an  anchor  for  the  night  abrAist 
of  the  isle  of  Aix.  The  following  morning  all  the 
enemy's  ships  were  discovered  aground  and  almost  dry, 
m?ny  of  them  being  on  their  broadsides  at  the  distance 
of  five  or  six  miles.  The  admiral  ordering  the  best 
pilots  to  go  on  board  the  Intrepid  of  6i,  and  the  Med- 
way  of  60  guns,  sent  those  ships  a  gun-shot  farther  up, 
where  they  p.nchored ;  at  high  water  they  sounded 
p'lead,  but  finding  only  five  fathoms,  three  of  which  the 
tide  rises,  it  was  judged  unsafe  (o  venture  any  higher. 
The  boats  and  launches  from  Rochfort  were  meanwhile 
employed  in  carrying  out  warps  to  drag  the  ships  through 
tlie  soft  mud  as  soon  as  tbey  should  be  water-borne, 
while  their  crews  were  busily  employed  in  throwing 
overboard  their  guns,  stores,  and  ballast,  and  even  heav- 
ing water  out  of  the  ports  to  lighten  the  vessels.  In  the 
course  of  the  day  some  of  the  men  of  war  got  as  far  up 
as  the  mouth  of  ihe  Charente;  the  merchant  ships  being 
aground  towards  Isle  Madame,  at  too  great  a  distance 
to  be  annoyed  by  the  English  squadron;  the  beats  of 
which,  however,  cut  away  about  eighty  booys  placed 
on  their  anchors,  and  other  things  which  they  had  thrown 
overboard." 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  Admiral  Hawke  sent  Cap- 
tain Ewen  of  the  marines  with  1 40  men,  to  destroy  the 
new  forlificationf  erecting  in  the  isle  of  Aix.  Ihis  ser- 
vice he  effectually  performed  without  giving  the  smalleit 
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•  disturbance  (o  the  peaceable  inhabitants.  The  admiral 
finding  that  the  enemy's  ships  had  got  so  far  up  the 
river  Charente  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  an  at- 
tack, sailed  on  the  6th  for  England,  having  at  least  frus- 
trated the  enemy's  design  of  sending  succors  to  their 
Ailnerican  colonies.  This  disappointment  undoubtedly 
c<»ntribuled  to  the  subsequent  successes  of  the  British 
«rms  in  that  quarter. 

On  the  7th,  the  Essex  of  64- guns,  with  the  Pluto  and 
Proserpine  fire-ships,  which  had  been  ordered  to  join 
Sir  Edward  Hawke,  fell  in  with  twelve  sail  of  French 
merchantmen,  escorted  by  a  frigate  of  22  guns,  bound 
to  Quebec.  The  frigate  called  the  Galath^e,  another 
vessel  of  20  guns,  and  one  of  the  merchant  ships,  were 
taken ;  but  Captain  Hume  of  the  Pluto  wrs  killed  in 
the  action.  Two  of  the  merchantmen  were  afterwards 
taken  by  the  Antelope  and  Speedwell  stoop. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  the  squadron  cruizing  in  the 
•mouth  of  the  channel,  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Pralten,  discovered  a  strange  sail,  on  which  the 
commodore  made  a  signal  for  the  Dorsetshire  of  70  guns 
and  520  men.  Captain  Peter  Denis,  to  give  chace.  Soon 
afterward«,  observing  that  the  chace  was  a  large  ship, 
he  dispatched  after  her  the  Achilles  mi  60  guns,  and  fol- 
lowed himself  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron.  About 
iieven  in  the  evening  the  Dorsetshire  came  up  with  tlie 
enemy,  and  began  to  engage  her  very  closely  The 
action  continued  till  ntne^  when  she  struck.  She  proved 
to  be  the  Raisonable  of  64  guns  and  630  men,  of  whom 
sixty-one  were  killed  and  100  wounded.  She  was  com- 
manded by  the  Prince  de  Mombazop,  was  a  new  ship, 
only  a  few  months  off  the  slocks,  and  was  on  the  way 
fiom  L'Orient  to  Brest.    The  Dorsetshire  sustained 
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considerable  injury  in  her  masts,  yards  and  sails,  and 
had  fifteen  men  killed  and  twenty-one  wounded. 

A  strong  fleet  having  been  equipped  for  the  purpose 
of  blocking  up  the  port  of  Brest,  sailed  from  Spithead  on 
the  Istof  June,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Anson. 
This  fleet  was  accompanied  by  a  squadron  of  ships  of 
war,  and  above  100  transports  with  troops  and  artillery, 
intended  for  a  descent  on  the  coast  of  France.     The 
latter,  commanded  by  Commodore  Howe,  soon  sepa* 
raled  from  Lord  Anson,  and  on  the  murnir^g  of  the  5th 
arrived  in  Cancale  fiay.    The  troops  under  the  Duk« 
of  Marlborough  were  landed  the  next  day,  and  marched 
towards  St.  Malo.    His  grace  observing,  that  the  vil- 
lages of  St.  Servand  and  Solidore,  which  were  in  fact 
the  suburbs  of  the  town,  together  with  the  storehouses 
and  ships  in  the  bason,  were  completely  unprotected, 
resolved  to  attempt  their  destruction.      Accordingly, 
when  it  was  dark,  a  detachment  of  the  army  was  order- 
ed on  this  service,  which  w»s  performed  with  such  spirit, 
that  by  midnight  the  ships  were  in  flames ;  and  the  Are 
communicating  to  the  magazines,  filled  with  naval  stores, 
the  conflagration  soon  became  general.     One  privateer 
of  36  guns,  which  was  afloat,  escaped.    The  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  enemy  on  this  occasion  was  computed  at 
800,00ol.  sterling.     Thirteen  ships  of  v»rar,  from  50 
down  to   12  guns,  were  destroyed,  together  with  sis 
sloops  and  sixty-seven  ni'^rchantme n. 

On  reconnoitring  the  town  of  St,  Malo,  it  was  found 
to  be  so  strongly  defended,  that  the  general  ofHcers  and 
engineers  thought  it  imprudent  to  hazard  an  attack,  on 
which  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  returned  with  his  troops 
to  the  Bay  of  Cancale,  where  they  were  re-embarked. 
Being  twice  prevented,  by  tempestuous  weather,  from 
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making  a  descent  at  Havre  and  Cherburg»  the  common 
dore,  on  th<e  28lb  of  June>  returned  with  his  squadron 
to  Spithead. 

Having  refitted  his  ships.  Commodore  Howe  sailed 

on  jhe  1st  of  August,  on  a  second  expedition  to  the  coast 

of  France.     His  Ro^al  Highness  Prince  Edward,  bro- 

*ther  to  his  present  majesty,  embarked  as  a  midshipman 

on  board  the  commodore's  ship,  the  Essex  of  64-  guns. 

On  this  occasion  the  following  anecdote  is  related: 
When  his  royal  highness  first  went  on  board,  the  cap- 
tains of  (he  squadron  attended  to  pay  their  respects.  A 
sailor  standing  with  some  others  in  the  forecastle,  and 
attentively  observing  what  passed,  whispered  to  a  mesJ- 
mate  :•*-«•  Why,  the  young  gentleman  an*t  over  civil  I 
thinks ;  d'ye  see  how  he  keeps  his  hat  on  before  our 
captains."^-*'  You  lubberly  fool,'*  replied  tire  other, 
"  how  should  he  know  manners,  seeing  as  how  he  never 
was  at  sea  tefore  f" 

On  the  6th  the  squadron  arrived  offCherburg,  but  the 
enemy  havmg,  fol"  the  defence  of  the  harbour,  erected 
several  batteries,  which  greatly  annoyed  the  ships,  the 
squadron  retired  to  Marais  Bay,  about  two  leagues  to 
the  westward,  where  the  troops  were  landed  on  the  8th. 
They  immediately  marthed  to  Cherburg,  which  being 
deserted  by  the  enemy,  they  took  possession  of  the  place 
without  opposition.  The  engineers  received  orders  to 
destroy  the  bason,  magazines,  and  batteries,  and  to  de- 
molish the  piers  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  One 
hundred  and  .^ixtvtiiree  iron  cannon  and  three  mdrtarsi 
were  rendered  unserviceable,  and  twenty-seven  ships 
were  either  burned  or  sunk  across  the  entrance  of  the 
port.  Twenty-two  brass  cannon  and  two  brass  mor- 
tars, with  the  colors,  were  put  on  board  two  oiiht 
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entmyh  ships  and  conveyed  to  England.  Having  com- 
pleted the  demolition  of  Cherburg,  the  army  re-embark« 
ed,  only  twenty  men  having  been  killed  and  thirty 
wounded  on  tliis  service.  The  fleet  sailed  on  the  17th, 
and  two  days  afterwards  anchored  in  the  road  of  Wey- 
mouth. 

On  the  3 1  si  of  August  the  fleet  again  sailecf  for  the 
French  coast,  and  on  the  3d  of  September  came  to  an 
anchor  in  the  bay  of  St.  Lunaire,  two  leagues  to  the 
westward  of  St.  Malo.  The  troops  under  the  command 
of  General  Bligh  were  imm  liately  landed,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  500  men  was  sent  to  destroy  the  shipping 
in  the  harbor  of  Briac,  where  they  burned  flfteen  small 
vessels  and  destroyed  the  batteries.  It  was,  however, 
resolved  to  abandon  tiie  principal  object  of,  the  de^^cent, 
a?  St.  Malo  was  found  to  be  too  strongly  fortified  to  af- 
ford any  hope  of  success  from  an  attack.  Preparations 
were  therefore  made  for  re-embarking  the  troops,  but 
as  this  was  found  to  be  impracticable  in  the  place  where 
they  landed,  it  was  determined  to  march  over-land  to 
the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  the  nearest  place  suitable  to  that  pur 
pose.  The  French  having,  meanwhile,  collected  a 
powerful  army,  harassed  the  British  troops  on  their 
march,  and  greatly  impeded  their  embarkation  by  taking 
possession  of  the  village  of  St.  Cas.  Though  ihe  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  amounted  to  17,000,  they  durst  not 
venture  to  make  a  general  attack  on  the  British  troops, 
till  only  1 400  were  left  on  the  beach  wailing  the  return 
of  the  boatSr  The  French  availed  themselves  of  the  in- 
tervaly  and  noure^  down  from  the  heights  to  cut  them 
off.  This  little  body  defended  themselves  with  the 
greatest  bravery  for  some  time,  when,  being  over  power- 
ed by  numbers,  they  were  dispersed  and  tlcU.    A  dread-* 
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ful  carnage  ensued  ;  the  French  at  first  refusing  to  givft 
quarter.  Some  endeavored  to  swim  off  to  the  boats,  in 
which  the  fire  from  the  enr^my's  batteries  likewise  did 
terrible  execution.  In  some  of  the  boats  ten,  in  others 
twelve, -and  in  one  sixteen  seamen  and  a  lieutenant  out 
of  twenty  were  killed.  This  slaughter  for  a  moment 
intimidated  the  sailors,  which  being  perceived  hy  Com- 
modore Howe,  who  was  sensible  that  nothing  but  extra* 
ordinary  exertions  could  save  the  wretched  remnant  of 
the  troops,  he  went  in  his  own  barge  into  the  thickest  of 
the  enemy's  fire,  and  standing  up,  encouraged  his  metl 
by  his  voice  aiid  example.  The  sailors,  animated  by 
the  heroism  of  their  commander  to  brave  the  dangers  by 
which  they  were  surrounded,  afforded  every  assistance 
that  was  in  their  power ;  ahd  thus  the  lives  of  many 
brave  men  were  preserved.  The  loss  sustained  on  this 
occasion  amounted  to  822  men,  composing  the  flower 
of  the  British  army.  Many  officers  of  distinction  were 
killed  and  taken  prisoners ;  among  the  former  were 
.General  Drury,  Colonels  Griffin  and  Wilkinson,  and 
Sir  John  Armilage.  The  naval  captains,  Rowley, 
Maplesden,  Paston,  and  BIphinstone,  who  superintend- 
ed the  embarkation  under  Captain  Duff,  and  resolutely 
put  themselves  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers  whom  they 
rallied,  were  made  prisoners.  The  squadron  having 
taken  on  board  those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  escape, 
the  commodore,  a  few  days  afterwards  set  sail  and  re- 
turned to  England. 

On  the  3 1  st  of  October,  Captain  Saumarez  in  tb\e 
Antelope  of  50  guns,  stationed  as  a  eruizer  in  the  Bris- 
tol Channel,  received  intelligence  that  a  French  shijf  of 
war  was  lying  in  the  road  of  Lundy.  It  is  said  that 
Captain  Saumarez  was  just  theti  partaking  of  the  plea- 
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gures  of  a  convivial  party,  which  he  quilled  in  high 
spirits  on  the  arrival  of  thift  i^^fornHUion,  declaring  that 
he  would  take  the  enemy  before  the  ensuing  night. 
He  immediately  got  under  way,  and  went  in  quest  of  her, 
and  though  the  wind  was  contrary,  he  beat  down  the 
channel,  and  the  next  day  discovered  the  Frenchman 
at  anchor  below  llfracombe.  On  discovering  the  An- 
telope the  enemy  weighed  and  stood  towards  her ;  and 
when  the  two  ships  were  near  each  other  she  hoisted 
her  colors,  and  seemed  prepared  to  engage,  but  soon  a^ 
terwards  hauled  them  down  again.  When  the  Ante- 
lope had  got  within  gun-shot,  she  fired  at  the  French 
ship,  which  not  being  returned  by  the  latter.  Captain 
Sau  larez  sent  a  boat  with  his  first  lieutenant,  to  enquire 
if  they  had  surrendered.  Finding  that  the  boat  did  not 
return,  he  bore  down  under  the  enemy's  stern,  and  ask- 
ed whether  she  had  struck.  Being  ansivered  that  she 
had,  he  took  possession  of  his  prize,  -which  proved  to  be 
theBelliqueux  of  6i  guns  and  417  men.  She  was  one 
of  the  squadron  from  Quebec,  and  had  on  board  furs  to 
a  considerable  amount.  The  Bt:lliqueux-was  added  to 
the  navy,  and  Captain  Saumaresis  was  appointed  to  com* 
mand  her* 


ENGAGEMENT  OFF  CAPE  DE  GAIT. 

*        "» 

In  the  Mediterranean,  Admiral  Osborn,  who  com- 
manded the  fleet  oti  that  station,  for  some  time  blocked 
up  a  French  squadron  under  M.  de  la  Clue,  in  Cartha- 
gena.  At  day-break,  on  the  2«ih  of  February,  as  he 
was  cruising  off  Cape  de  Gatt,  ^ut  French  men  of  war 
were  di8ix)vered.     These  were: 
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Ships. 


Guns.    Men. 


Cummandcri. 


Le  Foudrovant 84..800..  P"  ^  ^"*'"«''  ''"^^ 

La  escadre. 

L'Orph^e.- 64.-502 M.  D'Herville. 

L'Oriflamme........50..400.«.. 

La  Pleiade 26.. 250.... 

These  hips  had  sailed  from  Toulon  on  the  1 4lh  for 
th^  ri  J-  '^c  of  reinforcing  the  squadron  at  Carthagena, 
offv  ^ich  j»nrt  they  arrived  on  the  26th.  Here  M.  dd 
Quesne  was  desired  by  M»  de  la  Clue  to  keep  the  sea* 
as  he  intended  to  join  him  tiie  next  day,  in  order  to  force 
his  passage  through  the  streights  of  Gibraltar ;  but  not 
h  being  ready  as  soon  as  he  expt-cted,  he  sent  'he  next  day 
one  of  his  lieutenants  to  order  the  ships  into  the  harbor. 
M.  du  Quesne  accordingly  stretched  off  that  night,  with 
the  intention  of  keeping  to  the  windward  of  his  port, 
that  he  might  the  more  conveniently  run  in  the  next 
morning;  and  in  this  situation  he  was  discovered  by  the 
English  squadron.  Admiral  Osborn  immediately  made 
the  signal  for  a  general  chace.  Finding  themselve.8  pur- 
sued, the  enemy  immediately  dispersed,  on  which  the 
admiral  detached  four  of  his  ships  in  pursuit  of  them, 
whije  he  himself  with  the  body  of  the  fieel  repaired  to 
his  station  off  Carthagena. 

The  Monmouth  of  64-  guns  was  one  of  the  vessels 
sent  m  pursuit  of  the  French  squadron.  She  was  com- 
manded by  Captain  Gardiner,  who  was  captain  of  Ad> 
iniral  Byng*s  ship,  the  Ramillies,  in  his  engagement  with 
Galissoniere,  and  the  Foudroyant  was  the  same  ship 
that  carried  the  French  admiral's  flag  on  that  memorable 
day.  In  Consequence  of  the  unfortunate  issue  of  that  ac* 
tion^  some  reflections  are  said  to  have  been  cast  on  the 
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conduct  of  Captain  Gardiner.  Wounded  in  (he  ten:- 
derest  pari,  that  bfave  man  ardently  desired  an  oppor- 
tunity of  provirtg  the  injustice  which  was  done  hira ; 
and  after  his  appointment  to  the  Monmouth,  was  heard 
to  declare,  that  if  ever  he  were  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in 
witli  the  Foudroyant,  he  was  determined  to  attack  her, 
tiiough  he  should  perish  in  the  attempt.  During  the 
chace,  addressing  a  land  officer  who  was  on  board,  he 
said :  '*  Whatever  becomes  of  you  and  me,  that  ship 
(pointing  to  the  Foudroyant)  must  go  into  Gibraltar  ** 
Haranguing  his  people  just  before  the  commviwe  em  of 
the  action^  in  the  simple  but  energetic  language  gi  r  /•! 
heroism,  he  said  :  "  That  ship  miut  be  taken ;  she  ap« 
pears  above  onr  match,  but  Englishmen  are  not  to  mind 
that,  nor  will  I  quit  her  while  my  ship  can  iwim,.  or  I 
have  a  soul  left  alive." 

With  this  determination  tt  was  particularly  gratifying 
to  Captain  Gardiner,  (hat  kis  ship  was  one  of  the  num« 
bcr  that  were  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  the  French  squa* 
dron.  The  Monmouth,  being  an  excellent  sailer,  far 
outstripped  the  other  vessels,  and  by  four  P.  M.  had  ap» 
proached  so  near  the  Foudroyant,  that  M.  du  Quesne 
began  to  fire  at  her  with  his  stern-chase.  Captain  Gar- 
diner continued  to  bear  down  upon  his  old  antagonist, 
and  brought  her  to  action  ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  the 
engagement  was  shot  through  the  arm  with  a  musket- 
ball.  This  wound,  however,  was  not  sufficif*nt  to  pre* 
vent  him  from  continuing  to  animate  his  men  by  his  ex- 
hortations and  example.  In  a  short  time  the  rigging  of 
the  Foudroyant  being  much  disabled.  Captain  Gardiner 
seized  the  opportunity  which  that  circumstance  aflTorded 
him,  and  ordered  his  ship  to  be  laid  on  the  enemy's 
quarter.    In  this  situation  the  engagement  continued 
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with  unabated  fury  for  two  hours,  during  which  titc 
Monmoudi's  mizcn-mast  went  by  the  board.  The 
enemy,  perceiving  this,  gave  three  cheers ;  but  in  a  few 
minutes  the  inizen*mast  of  the  Foudroyant  being  like- 
wise shot  away,  the  compiimenl  was  returned  by  the 
crew  of  the  Monmouth.  This  disaster  was  soon  followed 
by  the  loss  of  the  enemy's  main-mast,  which  giving  the 
English  seamen  fresh  spirits,  their  fire  became  so  inces- 
sant and  intolerable  that  the  French  officers  were  unable 
to  keep  the  people  to  their  guns.  It  was  now  nine 
o'clock;  Captain  Gardiner^  notwithstanding  his  wound, 
continued  to  direct  the  operations  of  hit  crew,  when  he 
received  a  second  ball  in  his  forehead  while  encouraging 
bis  men  to  fight  with  vigor.  He  immediately,  sent  for 
the  first  lieutenant,  on  whom  the  command  of  the  Mon- 
mouth consequently  devolved,  and  solemnly  conjured 
him  as  his  last  request  not  to  give  up  his  ship  or  quit  the 
enemy.  After  this  he  fell  into  a  state  of  insensibility,  in 
which  he  expired  the  following  day. 

Animated  with  the  spirit  of  his  intrepid  commanded'. 
Lieutenant  Carkett  continued  the  action  with  invincibly 
resoliition  till  half  past  twelve,  when  the  enemy  was  a 
complete  wreck,  her  decks  a  herrible  scene  of  carnage, 
and  her  fire  almost  silenced.  The  Swiftsure  and  Hamp- 
ton-court now  coming  up,  the  Foudroyarit  struck  her  co- 
lors, but  M.  du  Quesne  refused  to- deliver  up  his  sword 
to  any  but  tlie  officer  whose  bravery  deserved  it* 

Meanwhile  the  Revenge  of  64  gups.  Captain  Storr, 
pursued  another  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  about  six  hav- 
ing come  up  with  her,  a  very  warm  engagement  took' 
place  at  the  distance  of  forty  yards.  It  was  not  of  long 
duration,  for  the  Revenge  maintained  such  a  close  and 
well-directed  fire,  that  in  about  half  an  hour  the  Fiemh 
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teamen  descried  their  quarters,  nor  could  all  tlie  rheto- 
ric or  menaces  of  their  oflicers  induce  them  to  return. 
•'  Many  of  them,"  says  an  officer  of  the  Revenge, 
"  linvc  since  told  me  that  fighting  so  close  was  unfair, 
and  downright  murder;  however,  it  is  the  only  way  to 
engage  them."  The  French  commander  perceiving  the 
dejection  of  his  crew,  and  that  farther  resistance  against 
sue!)  a  resolute  antagonist  was  vain,  surrendered.  The 
Berwick  of  64>  guns,  coming  np  towards  the  close  of  the 
action,  gave  the  enemy  a  broadside.  It  was,  however, 
asserted  by  the  topmen  of  the  Revenge,  and  confirmed 
by  the  French  themselves,  that  they  called  for  quarter 
some  time  before  the  Berwick  fired.  Their  tack  and 
downhaul  being  shot  away,  (hey  could  not  haul  down 
their  colors,  but  were  obliged  to  cut  away  their  ensign- 
staff,  which  caused  a  longer  delay  than  must  have  been 
agreeable  to  them  in  that  situation.  The  prize  proved 
to  be  L'Orphee  of  64  guns. 

The  Orillamme  being  chaced  by  the  Monarque  and 
Montague,  the  crew  threw  their  guns  overboard,  and  to 
avoid  being  taken,  ran  the  ship  on  shore  under  the  castle 
of  Aigios,  and  made  their  escape.  The  ship  bulged  and 
was  rendered  incapable  of  service,  and  nothing  but  re- 
spect for  the  neutrality  of  Spain  prevented  the  English 
captains  from  completing  her  destruction.  The  Pleiade 
escaped  by  her  superior  sailing. 

The  capture  of  the  Foudi^oyant  was  almost  as  gallant 
sm  action  as  any  on  record  in  the  naval  history  of  Bri- 
tain, considering  the  inferiority  of  the  Monmouth,  and 
the  obstinate  detence  made  by  her  antagonist.  On  this 
occasion  an  officer  of  the  Revenge  observes  in  a  private 
letter:  "  The  first  account  of  the  Monmouth's  taking  the 
Foudroyaiit  wiU  scarcely,  find  t^redit  at  home,  considec* 
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jng  the  noise  she  has  made,  and  the  vast  di'^proportlon 
helween  them  J  but  there  is  no  arguing  against  malttT 
of  fact,  which  greatly  redounds  to  the  honor  of  our  coun- 
try and  the  British  flag."  The  Foudroyant  mounted  8U 
guns,  and  was  manned  by  a  chosen  crew  of  y  1 1  men : 
•her  lower  battery  consisted  of  30  French  i.'2- pounders ; 
on  her  upper  deck  she  carried  32  24-pounders ,  ajKl  on 
•her  quarler-deck  and  foreca.'lle  18  ri-pounders.  The 
Monmouth,  on  the  other  hand,  carried  only  1 2  and  21- 
poundeis>  with  a  complement  of  470  men;  and  there 
was  as  much  difference  between  the  two  vessels  in  size 
and  appearance  as  between  a  frigate  and  a  ship  of  the 
line.  In  a  word,  the  Foudroyant  was  esteemed  the 
finest  ship  in  the  French  navy ;  and  the  captain  of  a 
privateer,  taken  a  few  days  before  by  the  Mcmmouth,  is 
said  to  have  boasted,  that  she  was  capable  of  resisting 
any  force  by  which  she  mighi  be  attacked ;  or  accord- 
ing to  his  expression,  she  would  fight  to-day,  to-mor- 
row, and  next  day,  but  never  could  be  taken.  In 
the  encounter  100  of  her  crew  were  killed,  and  about 
•the  same  number  wounded.  The  Monmouth  had 
twenty-eight  men  killed  and  seventy-nine  wounded. 
■The  Revenge  had  twenty-two  men  killed  and  above 
100  wounded.  Among  the  latter  was  Capl?.i!  Storr, 
who  had  the  calf  of  his  leg  shot  away,  and  the  first  iieu- 
lenant  Mr.  Montford.  On  board  her  prize,  the  Or- 
phee,  thiity-lwo  were  killed  and  fifty-four  wounded. 

**  Mr.  Osborn,^'  says  the  ofticer  to  whom  we  have  al- 
ready alluded,  **  was  greatly  plei'sed  with  both  our  ac- 
tions, and  returned  thanks  to  the  officers  and  seamen  for 
their  gallant  Ijehaviour,  which  invigorated  them  to  such 
a  degree,  that  I  may  veriure  to  assert  they  would  im- 
-ii)«diately  have  again  engaged  ships  ol'  tlie  like  fbrc(?i 
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with  all  the  cheerfulnef^s  imaginable,  had  our  wounded 
been  removed  and  our  rigging  refilled.  Such  a  prevail- 
ing force  has  adknowiedgment  in  those  cases  with  people 
who  think  they  have  merited  the  applause  of  their  coun- 
try, even  with  those  of  the  lowest  capacity.;— It  is  gene- 
rally allowed/'  be  continues,  "  that  no  two  ships  in  the 
Mediterranean  could  have  brought  the  enemy  to  an  en- 
gagement but* the  Monmouth  and  Revenge.  We  are 
called  '  the  Twin  Sisters/  being  of  the  same  size  and 
model ;  we'  cruize  in  concert,  and  share  prize-money, 
whether  in  company  or  not,  and  the  greatest  harmony 
subsists  b'^^ ween  us.  What  contributes  not  aJittle  to 
our  mutu;.  :  y  is,  thai  the  honor  and  success  of  this  ao 
tion  belongs  to  the  Sisteis/' 


After  this  brilfiant  encounter  the  Monmouth,  Revenge, 
and  Swiftsure  proceeded  witji  their  two  prizes  to  Gibral^ 
tar,  where  they  arrived  on  the  30th  of  March-  Admiral 
Osborne  continued  to  block  jp  the  French  squadroi)  ih 
Carlhagena,  till  ill  health  obliged  hiiQ  to  repair  to  Gib- 
raltar, where  he  resigned  the  cojmmand  to  Rear-admiral 
Broderick,  who  had  been  seni  out  in  the  Prince  George 
of  80  guns  to  relieve  Rear-admiral  Saunders,  On  the 
13th  of  April,  while  on  her  passage,  the  vessel  took  fire» 
and  the  flames  raged  with  such  fury  as  to  bafTie  all  the 
efforts  of  the  crew  to  extinguish,  them;  so  that,  after 
burning  for  four  hours^  she  sunk.  The  particulars  of 
this  melancholy  catastrophe,  in  which  nearly  500  of  (he 
crew  were  fatally  involved,  may  be  found  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  Mariner's  Chronicle,  to  which  we  have  al- 
ready had  occasion  to  refer. 
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TAKING  OF  LOUISBURG. 

A  powerful  armament  was  early  lu  this  year  filled 
out  for  anbther  expeilition  against  Louisburg,  and  on 
the  19  th  bf  February  it  sailed  from  St,  Helens,  und«r  the 
command  of  Admiral  Bbscawen,  who  arrived  on  the 
9lh  of  May  at  Halifax.  Having  completed  the  neces- 
sary arrangements,  the  admiral  sailed  on  the  28th  from 
-Haliiax,  with  a  fleet  of  157  sail,  including  the  transports, 
which  had  on  boiard  12,000  troops,  under  the  command 
^f  General  Amherst; 

In  consequence  of  the  tempestuous  weather,  it  was 
the  26  of  June  before  the  fleet  arrived  in  Gabarus  Bay, 
the  place  appointed  for  the  rendezvous,  and  the  exces- 
sive violence  of  the  surf  prevented  the  troops  from  ef- 
fecting a  landing  till  the  8th.  Seven  frigates  were  or- 
dered by  the  admiral  to  place  themselves  opposite  the 
enemy's  batteries,  for  thepurpose  of  covering  the  de- 
barkation. In  spite  of  the  heavy  fire  from  the  French 
cannon  and' musketry,  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Brfgadier-general  Wolfe,  after  gaining  the  shore,  ascend- 
ed tlie  rugged  precipices,  before  deemed  inaccessible, 
driving  the  enemy  froita  their  works,  of  Which  Ihey  took 
possession.  The  Weather  continuing  ^'cry  bad,  it  was 
found  impfaeticabie  to  land  the  remainder  of  the  troops, 
with  the  artillery,  stores,  &c.  till  the  Uth.  General 
Amherst  drove  the  enemy  from  their  outposts  as  he  ad- 
vanced, and  obliged  them  to  take  refuge  in  the  town, 
which  he  immediately  made  the  necessary  ptyparations 
for  investing. 

On  the  29lh  the  enemy,  to  retard  the  operation  of  the 
siege,  sunk  four  of  their  ships,  L'Apbllon  6f  50 guns.  La 
Fidelleof  36,  La  Chevre  and  La  Btcheof  16  guns  each, 
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at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  On  the  21  st  of  July  the  En- 
treprenant  of  74"  guns  took  fire  and  blew  up.  The 
(lames  extending  to  the  Capricieux  and  the  Celebre  of 
64-  guns  each,  these  ships  were  likewise  burned.  Only 
two  French  ships  of  the  line  were  now  left  in  tl»e  har- 
bor, and  these  the  admiral  determined  either  to  take  or 
to  destroy. 

Accordingly,  on  the  25th  at  noon,  by  the  admiral's 
oulcj,  two  boats,  a  barge  or  pinnace,  or  cutter,  front 
every  ship  in  the  fleet,  manned  only  with  their  proper 
crewi-,  and  armed  wi^h  muskets  and  bayonets,  cutlasses, 
pistols,  and  pole-axes ;  each  boat  under  the  direction  of 
a,  lieutenant  anc}  mate^  rendezvoused  ai  the  admiral's 
ship.  They  th^n  proceeded  by  two  or  three  at  a  tiroe» 
to  join  thos^  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy's  division,  off  *M^ 
mouth  of  the  harbour.  There,  in  the  evening,  they; 
were  ranged  in  two  divisions,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Captains  JLaforey  and  Balfour,  the  two  senior  masters 
and  commanders;  in  the  fleet. 

In  this  manner  they  put  off  from  Sir  Charles  Hardy's 
squadron  about  midnight.  An  excessively  tliick  (qg,  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  inviolable  silence  main^ 
tained  by  tU^  people,  enabled  them  to  enter  the  harbor 
of  Louisburgi  without  alarming  the  battery,  on  an  island 
at  the  mouth,  close  to  which  they  were  obliged  to  pass, 
or  the  men  of  war  which  rode  at  anchor  at  no  great  dis- 
tance. It  was  not  likely  that  they  would  be  perceived 
by  any  part  ot  the  garrison,  not  only  on.  account  of  the 
distance  from  the,  town^  but  likewise  the  preconcerted^ 
brisk  diversion  made  upon  it  about  that  time  from  all  the 
British  batteries.  The  besieged  themselves  prevented 
any  noise  which  might  be  made  from  being  heard;  lor 
having  the  preceding  day  observed,  that  a  great  nura- 
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ber  of  scaling-ladders  were  brought  irsto  th<5  irenchc!!, 
they  were  apprehensive  lest  the  works  should  be  at- 
tempted ID  the  night  by  escalade,  and  for  that  reason 
kept  up  a  constant  fire  from  the  ramparts,  to  shew  the 
besiegers  that  they  were  on  their  guard. 

Amidst  this  seeming  security  the  boats  pushed  In  al- 
n-«ost  as  far  as  the  grand  battery,  lest  the  ships  should  be 
alarmed  too  soon  by  their  oars,  and  then  took  a  sweep 
towards  that  part  of  the  harbor  where  the  ships  lay. 
They  no  sooner  discovered  tho  objects  of  their  hardy  en- 
tefprize,  than  the  centinds  on  board  having  hailed  them, 
but  in  vain,  began  to  fire.  Captain  Laforey's  division 
made  towards  La  Prudente,  and  that  of  Captain  Balfour 
for  Le  Bienfaisant,  when  each  of  the  comiiAnders  order- 
ed his  boats  to  give  way  alongside  of  tlie  respective 
ships,  and  to  board  them  with  all  possible  expedition  and 
good  order. 

'The  boats*  crews  now  no  longer  able:  ■<'^  contain  them- 
selves, gave  load  cheers  after  their  manner,  as  they  were 
putting  up  alongside,  and  with  the  most  intrepid  acti- 
vity, followed  thf  ii  lave  leaders,  and  boarded  the  ships 
in  an  instant  on  each  bow,  quarter,  and  gang-way.  Af- 
ter a  very  feeble  resistance  from  the  terrified  crews,  they 
«'>on  found  themselves  in  possession  of  two  fine  ships  of 
74  and  51<  guns,  wiJh  tl^e  loss  of  one  mate  and  a  few  sea- 
men. 

'The  garrison  in  the  fortifications  were  now  alarmed. 
The  huzzas  of  the  English  seamen,  and  the^  confused 
sound  of  voices  and  firing  by  which  they  were  succeed- 
ed, soon  led  them  to  suspect  that  an  attempt  had  been 
made  on  their  ships.  The  heroic  adventurers  were  em- 
ployee' in  securing  their  prisoners,  and  concerting  the 
most  efl^cctuaipiethods  of  carrying  their  prizes  out  ol 
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the  reach  of  the  enraged  enetny,  when  both  the  ships  and 
boats  received  a  most  farious  discharge  of  cannon,  mbr- 
tars,  atid  muskets  from  every  part  of  the  isfand-battery, 
as  well  as  from  the  battery  on  Point  Maurepas,  and  all 
the  guns  of  the  garrison  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on 
that  part  of  the  harbor. 

Our  gallant  tars  having  in  vain  endeavored  to  (ov^  off 
La  Prudente,  found  that  she  was  aground,  with  several 
feet  water  in  her  hold.  As  it  was  therefore  impossible 
to  get  her  off,  they  set  the  ship  On  fire,  Co  prevent  hec 
from  bding  recovered  by  the  enemy.  This  operation 
was  performed  wifh  the  utmost  expedition ;  and  they 
left  alongside  her  a  large  schooner  and  her  own  boats> 
that  her  people  might  be  enabled  to  escape  to  the  shore, 
which  was  not  far  distant. 

The  boats  from  La  Prudente  now  joined  the  oiliiers 
which  had  attacked  Le  Bienfaisant,  and  assisted  in  tow* 
ing  her  triumphantly  through  a  formidable  fire  from  the 
mortified  enemy.  They  proceeded  with  the  greater  ex- 
pedition, being  favoured  by  a  little  breeze,  and  when 
they  had  got  her  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  gun-?, 
they  secured  her  till  the  next  day  by  a  hawser,  in  the 
north-east  harbor,  and  employed  tbe  first  moments  of 
leisure  and  security  in  congratulating  each  other  on  their 
success  in  this  hazardous  enierprize. 

The  capture  of  these  two  ships  on  this  memorable  oc- 
casion is  one,  among  many  other  convincing  proofs,  that 
however  arduous  and  apparently  ini practicable  any  at- 
tempt may  be,  English  seamen  are  not  to  be  deterred 
from  it  by  any  difficulty  or  any  danger,  but  will  exert 
themselves  a^  far  as  men  can  do,  and  at  least  deserve  suc- 
ees:  wh^n  led  J)y  such  as  are  worthy  to  command  them. 
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j.^Por  this  gallant  action  Caplains  Laforey  and  Balfour 
were  made  post^  and  Lieutenants  Affleck  and  Bickerton 
Avere  promoted  to  Ihe  rank  of  roasters  and  commanders, 
,.',  On  the  26tl>  Admiral  Boscawen  went  on  chore,  and 
informed  the  general  that  he  intended  to  send  six  ships 
of  the  line  into  the  harbor  tlie  next  day;  but,  in  the 
mean  tin\e,  the  French  governor,  M.  de  Dfucour,  de- 
§ired  to  capitulate.  The  terms  were  soon  agreed  upon, 
^ndon*thc  27th  the  place  was  surrendered  to  the  British 
forces.  Two-hundred  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
qight  mortari  were  found  in  the  town,  and  the  number 
of  prisoners,,  including  those  taken  on  board  the  ships, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  5600.  The  loss  sustained  on 
this  occasion  by  the  French  navy  was  very  considerable,- 
(lie  following  ships  being  either  taken  or  destroyed  : — 

ships.  Guns. 

■UPrudenle... 74  5  turned  b)-  the  boats  of  the 

•     ^  L     English  fleet. 

L'Entroprenant 74^  gamed  and   blonrn  up  by 

I.eCapncieux....-64.V     3^^y^„,_ 

Le  Celebre -...G-iJ 

Le  Bienfaisant 7,4i  -Taken  by  the  boats. 

L'Apollon.....-..— 50n   *  , 

La  Fidelle 36  (Sunk  by  the  French  at  the 

t  a  C  he vre 16  i      mouth  of  the  harbor. 

Lr  Biche  .-- ,.-.16-' 

Lki  Diane..  -..--- --.3^.. Taken  by  the  Boreas. 
L*Echo.,--. 26- -Taken  by  the  Juno. 

•  *  •  •  * 

The.  honorable  Captain  Edgecombe  of  the  navy,  and 
Captain  Amherst,  aidde-camp  to  thege»^eral,  were  sent 
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to  England  with  the  inlelligence  pf  this  impoitant  suc- 
cess ;  and  the  colors  taken  at  Louisburg  were  deposited 
in  St.  Paul's  cathedral. 


Admiral  Boscawen,  on  the  'surrender  of  Louisburg, 
sent  seven  sliips  of  the  line,  under  ^ir  Charles  Hardy, 
to  destroy  the  French  settlements  in  the  gulf  oF  St.  Law- 
lence.  For  the  execution  of  this  service  a  body  of  land 
forces  was  embarked,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier* 
general  Wolfe.  Leaving  Rear-admiral  Durell  at  Hali- 
fax, with  a  squadron  lo  intercept  any  succors  that  might 
be  sent  by  the  enemy  to  Quebec,  ijLdmiral  Boscawen 
sailed  for  England  with  ihe  remainder  of  the  fleet,  con- 
sisting of  four  ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates.  On 
the  27  th  of  October,  being  some  leagues  to  the  west- 
ward of  Scilly,  they  fell  in  with  a  squadron  ot  five  large  > 
French  ships  of  the  line  from  Quebec,  under  the  com- 
mand of  M.  de  ChauiFaut.  Admiral  Boscawen  endea-  • 
vored  'o  bring  the  enemy  to  an  engagement,  which  they, 
however,  declined.  He  then  gave  chace,  but  their  su- 
periority in  point  of  sailing  enabled  them  to  escape.  On 
the  1st  of  .November  he  came  to  an  anchor  at  Spithead, 
and  in  the  ensuing  session  of  parliament  this  brave  and 
active  officer  received  the  thanks  of  the  House  t  Com-  • 
laons,  for  the  very  important  services  he  had  performed.  ; 


ACTION  NEAR  IMARTINICO. 


Commodore  Moore,  wbo  commanded  the  squadron  i 
on  the  Leeward  Island  station,  detached  Captain  Tyr- 
rell in  the  Buckingham  of  70  (but  mounting  only  65) 
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gunsj  on  a  cruize  in  company  with  the  Cambridge. 
They  immediately  sailed  in  quest  of  some  privateers, 
which,  they  were  informed,  lay  at  anchor  in  Grand  Anse 
Bay,  in  the  island  of  Martinico.  Though  they  had  got 
close  in  shore  under  cover  of  a  battery,  he  destroyed 
thri'e  and  took  9  fourth.  The  battery  was  next  attack- 
ed and  levelled  with  the  ground.  After  this  atchieve- 
ment.  Captain  Tyrrell's  crew,  flushed  witb  the  victory 
they  had  just  oblained,  were  desirous  to  attack  and 
plunder  a  neighbouring  village.  The  reply  of  their 
noble  commander  on  this  occasion  is  particularly  worthy 
of  being  recorded :— '*  It  is  beneath  us  my  brave  lads/* 
said  he,  "  to  render  a  number  of  poor  people  miserable, 
by  destroying  their  habitations  and  coniforts  of  life: 
Englishmen  scorn  to  distress  even  their  enemies  when 
not  actually  in  arms  against  them." 

At  the  beginning  of  November  the  Buckingham  was 
ordered  by  Commodore  Moore  to  cr^iizeoff  Martinico, 
for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  a  fleet  of  merchantmen, 
expected  to  arrive  at  that  island  from  St.  Eustatia.  The 
account  of  the  memorable  action  which  ensued,  is  p\  en 
in  the  words  of  Captain  Tyrrell's  letter  to  the  corxii  vo- 
dore,  written  in  a  style  trdy  characteristic  of  a  Brivlsh 
seaman: — 

*'  Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  sailed  on  the  night  of 
the  2d  of  November  from  St.  John's  road ;  the  next 
morning,  being  between  Gaudaioupe  and  Montserrat, 
we  gave  chace  to  a  sail  we. espied  in  the  N.  W.  which 
proved  to  be  his  majesty's  sloop  Weasel.  I  ordered 
Captain  Bowles  to  cume  on  board  for  directions  as  to 
his  farther  proceedings.  While  bis  orders  were  pre- 
paring, we  discovered  a  fleet  of  nineteen  sail  standing 
to  the  S,  S.  W*  on  which  we  immediately  gave  chace 
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wilh  all  the  sail  we  could  possibly  crowd.  About  two 
o'clock  we  discovered  that  Ihey  were  convoyed  by  a 
p  rench  man  of  war  of  *?  4  guns  and  two  large  frigates. 
About  half  an  hour  after  two  the  Weasel  got  so  close  as 
lo  receive  a  whole  broadside  from  the  74  gun  ship, 
which  did  her  little  or  no  damage.  I  then  made  the  sig- 
nal (o  call  off  the  Weasel,  and  gave  her  lieutenant  orders 
not  to  go  near  either  the  74  gun  ship  or  the  frigates,  the 
smallest  of  which  was  vastly  superior  to  him  in  force. 
By  following  this  advice  he  could  noi  come  to  fire  a  shot 
(luring  the  whole  action,  nor,  indeed,  could  he  be  of  any 
service.  While  I  made  all  the  sail  I  could,  they  were 
jogging  on  under  the  "'•fore-sails  and  lop-sails,  and  when 
we  came  up  within  half  gun-shot,  they  made  a  running 
fight,  firing  their  stern-chace.  The  frigates  sometimes 
raking  fore  and  aft,  annoyed  me  very  much,  but  like- 
wise retarded  themselves  so  much  that  I  got  up  with  my 
bowsprit  almost  over  the  Florissant's  stern.  Finding  I 
could  not  bring  the  enemy  to  a  general  action,  I  gave 
the  ,Butkingham  a  yaw  under  his  lee,  and  threw  into 
him  a  noble  dose  of  great  guns  and  small  arms,  at  about 
the  distance  of  half  musket-shot,  which  he  soon  after- 
wards returned,  and  damaged  my  rigging,  masts,  and 
sails  considerably.  The  largest  frigate  being  very 
troublesome,  I  gave  him  a  few  of  ray  lower-deck  pills, 
and  sent  him  running  like  a  lusty  fellow,  so  that  he  never 
returned  into  action  again.  The  Florissant  likewise 
bore  away,  by  which  means  she  got  under  my  lee,  and 
exchanged  three  or  four  broadsides,  (endeavoring  still 
to  keep  at  a  distance  from  me),  which  killed  and  wound- 
ed some  of  my  men.  I  presume,  however,  we  did  her 
much  damage,  as  our  men  were  very  cool,  took  good* 
aim,  were  under  good  discipline,  and  fought  with  a  true 
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EngKsh  spirit.  An<  unladiy  bitndside  made  some 
slaugiiteron  my  qimrler-docic ';  at  the  same  time  I  myself 
WM  wounded,  losing  three  fingers  of  my  right  hand,  and 
receivitig  a  small  wound  over  my  right  eye»  which,  by 
the  effusion  ofblood,  bh'nded  me  for  a  h'ttle  time.  I  also 
hud  several  contusions  from  sptinters;  but  rec<venng 
immediately,  I  would  not  quit  the  deck  till  llie  loss  of 
blood  began  to  weaken  me.  The  master  and  lieutenant 
of  marines  were  dangerously  wounded  at  the  same  time. 
I  called  to  my  people  to  stand  firm  and  do  their  duty, 
which  they  promised  with  the  greatest  cheerfulne<is»  I 
then  went  down,  got  the  blood  stopped,  and  returned 
on  deck*  till  finding  the  strain' made  my  vounds^ bleed 
afresh,'!  sent  for  the  first  lieutenant,  and  told  him  to 
take  the  command  of  the  deck  for  a  time.  He  answer- 
ed mc  that  he  would  run  alongside  the  Florissant  yard- 
arm  and  yard-arm,  and  fight  to  the  last  gasp.  On  this 
I  addressed  the  men,  exhorting  them  to  do  their  utmost, 
which  they  readily  promised,  and  gave  three  cheers.  I 
went  down  a  second  time,  much  more  easy  than  before. 
Poor  Mr.  Marshall  (the  first  lieutenant)  was  as  good  a:> 
his  word';  he  got  board-and-board  with  the  Flori  ant, 
and  received  a  broadside  from  her,  which  killed  him  as 
he  was  encouraging  the  men.  He  died  an  honor  to  bis 
country  and  to  the  service.  The  second  lieutenant  then 
went  upon  deck,  and  fought  the  ship  bravely  yard-arm 
and  yard-arm.  We  silenced  the  Florissant  for  some 
time,  and  s\\e  hauled  down  her  colors;  but  after  that 
fired  about  eleven  of  her  lo  ver  tier,  and  gave  us  a  vol- 
ley of  small  arms,  which  our  people  returned  with  great 
fury,  giving  her  three  broadsides,  to  which  she  did  not 
return  a  single  gun.  At  the  same  time  Captain  Troy, 
at  the  licad  of  his  marines,  cleared  the  Florissant's  poep 
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and  quarter-deck,  aud  drove  her  men  Itkc'sbeep  down 
the  main-deck.  Our  top  men  were  not  idle  ;  Ihey  |>lied 
their  hand*grenadcs  and  swivels  to  excellent  purpose. 
It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  uproar  and  confusion  of 
the  enemy.  It  being  now  dark,  and  w«  having  all  the 
rigging  in  the  ship  shot  away,  iheetiemy  perceiving  our 
condition,  seized  the  opportunity,  set  her  ibre-satl,  and 
top-gallant  sails,  and  ran  away.  We  endeavored  to 
pursue  her,  with  what  rags  of  sails  we  had<  left,  but  to  no 
purpose.  Thus  we  lost  one  of  the  finest  two-deck  ships 
my  eyes  ever  beheld. 

"  I  cannot  bestow  too  great  encomiums  on  the  beha- 
vior of  the  peop.e  and  oRicers;  and  1  hope  you  will 
strenuously  recommend  the  latter  to  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
niirally,  as  they  richly  deserve  iheir  favor.  Notwith- 
stunding  the  great  fatigue  the  ship's  company  had  expe- 
rienced during  the  day,  they  cheerfully  continued  up  all 
night,  knocking  and  splicing  the  rigging  and  bending 
the  sails.  1  flat-ter  myself  when  you  reflect  that  one  of 
the  ships  of  your  squadron,  with  no  more  than  63  guns^ 
[as  you  know  some  of  them  were  disabled  last  January, 
and  not  supplied)  and  4rT2  effective  men,  should  beat 
three  French  meii  of  war,  one  of  74  guns  and  700  men, 
another  of  33  guns  and  350  men,  and  one  of  26  guns 
and  250  men  ;  you  will  not  think  we  have  been  defi- 
cient in  our  duty. — Captain  Bowles  being  on  board  the 
Buckingham,  I  gave  him  directions  to  go  down  and  su- 
perintend the  lower  deck,  which  he  performed  with  the 
greatest  alacrity. 

"  Before  1  conclude,  I  cannot  help  representing  the 
inhuman,  tingenerous,  and '  barbarous  behavior  of  the 
Trench,  during  the  action.  No  rascally  ptccaroon,  or 
]>irete  co^  have  fifed  wdrse  st^  ii^ro  us  than  they' 
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did ;  such  as  square  bits  of  iron,  old  rusty  nails,  and,  in 
short,  every  thing  that  could  tend  to  the  destruction  of 
the  men." 

In  this  obstinate  encounter  the  Buckingham  had  seven 
men  killed,  including  Lieblenant  Marshall;  and  forty- 
six  wounded.  On  board  the  Florissant  the  slaughter 
was  prodigious.  It  is  said  that  her  killed  amounted 
to  1  SO,  and  that  the  wounded  exceeded  300.  She  was 
80  disabled  in  her  hull,  that  she  with  difficulty  reached 
Martinico,  where  she  was  repaired,  and  the  largest  fri- 
gate, the  Aigrette,  besides  losing  forty  men,  received 
so  much  daraage,  that,  for  some  time,  she  was  quite 
unserviceable. 


On  the  9th  of  March,  the  Nassau,  of  64  guns,  the 
Harwich,  of  50,  the  Rye,  of  24,  with  the  Swan  sloop, 
and  two  busses,^sailed  from  Plymouth^  on-an  expedition 
against  the  French  settlements,  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
This  little  squadron  was  commanded  by  Captain  Marsh, 
and  haH  oa  bo^rd  200  marines,  and^a  detachment  of 
artillery,  under  Major  Mason,  and  Captain  Walker. 
On  the  241h  of  April  this  force  arrived  off  the  river  Se- 
negal, and  after  sounding  the  entrance,  the  boats  and 
small  vessels  passed  the  bar  on  the  29tb.  The  enemy 
wjth  seven  vessels,  three  of  whicb  were  armed  with 
ten  gUns  each,  made  a  shew  of  attacking  the  English 
boats,  and  kept  up  a  kind  of  running  fire,  but  were 
soon  repulsed,  and  obliged  to  retire  up  the  river.  The 
mariives  and  seamen  to  the  mimbei  of  700  landed,  and 
got  the  artillery  on  shore.  On  the  30tb  the  necessary 
arrangements  were  made  for  proceeding  iqiht  attack  of 
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Port  LooiS  tittuateti  on  ti  small  isfand,  about  twelve 
mile!)  up  the  river,  when  the  French  governor  sent 
t  flag  of  truce,  with  propo<tals  to  capilulaiu.  These 
being  agreed  (o,  the  troops  took  possession  ofthe  fort,^ 
on  the  2d  of  May.  In  the  p'uce  were  found  232  French 
officer?  and  soldiers,  with  treasure,  slaves,  and  mer* 
chandize,  Ut  a  considerable  amount.  Sixteen  vesseN) 
nith  valuable  cargoes,  were  likewise  taken  in  the  river; 
80  that  the  loss  the  French  sustained  by  tiie  reduction  of 
ihi^  settlement,  was  computed  to  amount  to  no  less  than 
200,0001.  sterling. 

Encouraged  by  this  success,  the  commodore  resolved 
to  make  an  attempt  on  the  island  of  Goree.  On  the 
17lh  of  May  he  left  Senegal,  and  on  the  2otli  came  to 
on  anchor  before  the  forts,  which  were  vigorou  ly  tan- 
nonndcd  for  two  hours  and  a  halt.  Finding  tnai  tht 
vessels  sustained  con<:iderable  damnge,  without  making 
any  impression  on  the  enemy's  works,  to  the  reduction 
of  which  hiii  force  was  totally  inadequate,  he  called  off 
iiie  ships,  with  the  loss  of  twenty  men  killed,  and  forty 
wounded.  The  commodore  then  dispatched  the  Nassau, 
the  Sw^n  sloop,  and  Portsmouth  buss,  with  Ihe  trade  to 
England,  and  proceeded  himself  with  the  rest  of  the 
squadron  to  Jamaica. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  failure  at  Goree,  go- 
vernment ordered  a  strong  squadron  to  be  equipped  for 
the  reduction  of  that  settlement.  The  command  was 
given  to  the  Honorable  Captain  Keppel,  who,  on  tiie 
19th  of  October,  sailed  with  the  following  ships:  the 
Torbay,  of  7 i  guns;  the  Nassau,  and  Fwugueux, 
of  64;  the.  Dunkirk,  of  60;  the  Litchfield,  of  50; 
the  Prince  Edwar<l,  of  i'l;  the  Saltash  $loop,  twd 
hoiiilj-ketchcs,  and  a  (Irc-ship.     With  these  he  proceui- 
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ed  to  Cork,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  number  of  trani- 
ports,  having  on  board  a  body  of  trpopSi  under  the  com* 
inand  of  Lieutenant-colonei  Worge. 

On  the  1  Ith  of  November  the  fleet  left  Cork,  for  the 
place  of  its  6nal  destination  ;  but  on  the  28th  the  wea- 
ther being  very  foggy  and  tempestuous  the  ships  were 
driven  so  near  the  coast  of  Barbary,  that  they  were  all 
in  imminent  danger  of  being  wrecked.  With  some 
difficulty  they,  however,  weathered  the  land,  except* 
ing  the  Litchfield  and  the  Somerset  transport^  which 
were  forced  on  shore  and  lost.  (A  particular  account 
ofthelsssof  the  Litchfield,  and  the  treatment  experi- 
enced by  the  crew  from  the  Moors,  will  be  found  in  the 
3d  volume  of  the  Mariner's  Chronicle.) 

On  the  28th  of  December,  Commodore  Keppel  ar- 
rived with  the  rest  of  the  fleet  before  Goree.  The 
neitt  morning  the  troops  were  landed,  and  the  ships 
opened  a  tremendous  fire  on  the  enemy's  batteries.  The 
cannonade  continued  with  incessant  fury  for  several 
hours,  when  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  guns, 
and  thegovernor,  M.  de  St.  Jean,  proposed  tocapilu- 
late.  The  governor  demanded  to  b^  allowed  to  march 
out  with  the  honors  of  war,  which  terms  Commodore 
Keppel  positively  rejected,  and  recommenced  the  attack. 
It  was,  however,  of  short  duratio*^,  the  governor  being 
sopn  compelled  to  surrender  at  discretion.  About  300 
French,  and  a  great  number  of  armed  natives,  were 
made  prisoners  of  war;  ninety-four  pieces  of  iron  ord- 
nance, eleven  swivels,  four  mortars,  bef>:des  ammuni< 
tion,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions,  were 
f<)ui  d  in  the  place.  The  loss  sustained  in  the  attack  by 
the  ships  of  the  squadron,  amountedto  about  100  killed 
•nd  wounded. 
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ENGAGEMENT  NEAR  FORT  ST.  DAVID. 

On  the  24.tli  of  March  Vice-admiral  Pocock  was 
joined  in  Madras  road  by  Commodore  Stevens,  with  a 
reinforcement  from  England.  Having  refilled  his  squa- 
dron, the  admiral  removed  his  flag  into  the  Yarmouth. 
iind  put  to  sea  on  Ihe  17 Ih  of  April,  with  the  following 
ships:— 


Ships.  Gvot. 

Yarmouth  ...... .64>.. 

Elizabeth 64- .525 

Tiger ......... .60. 

Weymouth ....  .60.. 

Cumberland. ....  56i . 

Salisbury 50.. 

Newcastle 50. 

Queenborough.^  .24 ' 
Proteclor  slore*ship. 


Men*  Commandcn. 

535  f  Vice-admiral  Pocock, 
1  Capt.  J.  Harrison. 

{Commodore  Stevens, 
Capt.  Kempenfelt. 

.420 T.  Latham. 

420 N.  Vincent. 

320 W.  Brerelon. 

300......  J.S.Somerset. 

.300 •  George  Legge. 


With  this  force  Admiral  Pocock  cruized  to  windward 
of  Fort  St.  David,  in  the  hope  of  intercepting  a  French 
squadron,  which  was  daily  expected  to  arrive  on  the 
the  coast.  On  the  28th  he  discovered  nii\e  sail  in  the 
road  of  Fort  St.  David,  but  on  the  appearance  of  the 
British  ships,  they  weighed  and  stood  out  to  sea.  Thit 
was  the  squadron  the  admiral  was  in  quest  of;  it  was 
commanded  by  M.  D'Ach^,  was  considerably  superior 
to  the  English  force,  aiyi  consisted  of  the  following 
vessels:— 
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*'•»'«•  ^         ©uni.  Cpmflaandcrj. 

rM.  D*Ach<>  commander 

Zodlaquc 74  J      ^n  chief. 

I  M.  de  Goiho. 

Lchevnlier  de  Monteuil. 

Dae deBourgogne.... 60..  M.  D*Apr4i, 

Bien  A\m6 58..  M.  dela  Palh'ere, 

Due  D'Orleans 56..  M.  de  Surville. 

Vengeur „ 51..  M.  Bou vet. 

St.  LoiWs 50..'  M.  Joannin. 

Cond^ .44. .  M.  de  Rosbeau. 


•  Moras  . 


,  44. .  M.  Bee  de  Li^vre. 


Sjrlphide 36..  M.  Mali^ 


Admiral  Pocock  conceiving  that  the  enemy  were  soli- 
citous only  to  escape,  immediately  made  the  signal  for 
a  general  chace,  but  ojbserving,  sboat  noon,  that  the 
French  commander  had  formed  his  line,  and  shewed 
a  dispoi^on  to  engage,  he  recalled  his  ships,  and 
likewise  drew"  them  out  into  the  line  of  Battle  a-head. 
He  then  called  the  Queenborough  frigate  within  half, 
and  ordered  that  all  her  marines  should  be  sent  on  board 
tfie  Cumberland,  and  twenty  of  her  seamen  on  board 
Ihe  Tiger,  ihose  being  the  two  ships  of  his  line  which 
were  the  worst  manned.  The  ships  having  got  into  their 
fespeciive  stations,  about  three  he  made  the  signal  for 
m  close  (engagement,  and  himself  bore  down  on  the 
French  commander,  in  tbe  Zudiaque.  The  van  of  the 
English  squadron  was  now  nearly  within  random-shot  of 
the  enemy,  but  the  admiral  observing  with  concern  that 
\he  Cumberland,  Newcastle,  and  Weymouth,  which 
composed  hu'  rear,  were  extremely  dilatory,  he  repeated 
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his  signal,  for  those  ships  (o  make  sail.  Meanwhile  he 
himself,  wilh  the  rest  of  his  squadron,  continued  to  bear 
down  upon  the  enemy,  nmi  though  the  Yarmouth  in 
particular  received  the  fire  of  the  French  ".hips  a*head  of 
their  commander  in  chief,  as  well  as  of  the  Zodiaque,  yefc 
he  never  returned  it,  nor  made  the  signal  for  engaging, 
till  he  was  within  half  musket-shot  of  the  enemy. 

The  engagement  accordingly  commenced,  and  the 
ship<i  in  the  van  closed  with  their  antagonists,  but  those 
in  the  rear  still  kept  a*loof.  In  consequence  of  this  re- 
mlf^sness,  the  French  ships  astern  of  their  commander  in 
chief,  had  an  opportunity  of  lying  on  the  Yarmouth*! 
quarter,  so  that  the  admiral  scmetime.o  had  three  ships 
on  him  at  once,  and  was  never  engaged  with  less  than 
two.  About  half  past  four,  ^nding  that  the  rear  of  (he 
French  line  had  drawn  almost  close  up  with  the  Zo- 
diaque«  the  admiral  repeated  his  signal  for  the  Cumber- 
land, Newcastle,  and  Weymouth  to  make  sail,  and 
close  with  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  have  a  design  to 
surround  him.  Those  ships  now  approached,  but  befoie 
they  could  come  up,  the  French  commander  broke  tha 
line,  and  put  before  the  wind,  running  to  leeward  of 
that  part  of  his  squadron,  which  was  a-head  of  him; 
His  sfx;ond  astern,  which  had  lain,  during  the  whole 
action,  on  the  Yarmouth's  quarter^  immediately  fell  into 
the  Zodiaque's  station,  discharged  tier  broadside,  and 
likewise  bore  away.  The  two  renuyning  ships  in  the 
rear  came  up  in  like  manner,  and  then  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  their  commander.  A  few  minutes  aftf^rwards 
observing  that  the  van  of  the  enemy'i>  squadron  was 
likewise  sheering  oflf,  the  admiral  hauled  down  the 
signal  for  ihe  lioe,  and  hoisted  that  for  a  general 
chiice. 
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The  Elizabeth,  Tiger,  Salisbury,  and  Yarrooulli, 
had,  during  (he  engagement,  received  so  tn  jch  injury 
in  (heir  mas(9  and  rigging,  (hat  (hey  were  scarcely  able 
to  join  in  (he  pursuit.  Admiral  Pocock,  therefore,  di- 
rected thone  ships,  which  had  not  becii  in  the  action,  to 
crowd  all  (heir  sails,  and  endeavor  to  over(ake  (he 
enemy's  squadron.  The  French  commapder,  though 
reinforced  between  five  and  six,  by  the  Corate  de  Pru- 
vence,  of  74  gun%  and  the  Diligent,  of  24,  found  hin 
ships  80  shattered  and  disabled,  that  he  was  unwilling  to 
renew  the  action.  The  British  admiral  perceiving  that  lie 
could  not  continue  the  pursuit  with  any  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, desisted  from  the  chace,  and  hauled  close  upon  a 
wind,  in  the  hope  of  weathering  the  enemy  during  the 
night,  and  being  able  to  oblige  them  to  renew  the  en- 
gagement the  following  morning.  The  Queenborough 
frigate  was  ordered  to  follow  them  a-head,  and  to  make 
the  necessary  signals  to  the  squadron ;  but  (he  enemy 
•hewing  no  lights  during  the  night,  effected  their  escape, 
and  in  the  morning  were  quite  out  of  sight. 

Admiral  Pocock,  however,  continued  to  pursue-the 
course  he  supposed  they  had  taken,  till  the  morning 
■of  the  Istof  May,  wheu  finding  his  efforts  ineffectual, 
he  came  to  an  anchor  about  three  leagues  to  the  north- 
'tivard  of  Sadras,  and  immediately  sent  an  officer  on  shore 
\o  procure  inlelUgence.  He  was  informed  that  (he 
Bien  Aim^  had  Mceived  so  much  damage  in  the  engage- 
Inent,  that  her  ctcw  had  been  obliged,  for  the  preser- 
vnlion  of  f  heir  lives  to  run  her  on  shore,  a  little  to  the 
southward  of  Alemparve,  where  the  remainder  of  the 
French  squadron  was  at  anchor.  The  loss  they  sus- 
laiaed  in  the  action  amounted  to   162  killed,  and  360 
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wounded ;  that  of  the  EugUfth  was  twenty- nine  kUled^ 
and  eighty-nine  wounded. 


The  French  after  this  encounter,  pot  into  Pondlcher- 
ry.  and  the  Engh'sli  squadron  repaired  to  Madras4o  retit. 
This  business  was  performed  with  such  alacrity,  that  by 
the  10th  ot  May,  Admiral  Pocock  was  able  to  put  to  sea» 
In  quest  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  discovered,  on  the 
dOth,  at  anchor,  in  the  road  of  Pondicherr  By  the 
advice  of  the  governor  and  his  captains,  M,  D'Ach^, 
on  the  appearance  of  the  English,  orderecl  his  ships  to 
be  hauled  close  in  shore,  under  the  protection  of  the 
batteries.  M.  de  Lally,  who  was  then  besieging  Fort 
St.  David,  hearing  that  Admiral  Pocock  was  on  the 
coast,  hastened  to  Pondicherry,  and  having' reinforced 
the  ships  with  400  lascars,  he  directed  M.  D'Ach^  to 
put  to  sea,  and  to  attF.ck  the  British  squadron.  The 
French  commander,  instead  of  complying  with  these 
instructions,  kept  'o  the  wind,  and  avoided  Admiral 
Pocock,  and  on  Lally  *s  return  to  Fort  St.  David,  he  again 
repaired  to  the  road  of  Pondicherry. 

On  he  ^d  of  June  Fort  St.  David  surrendered  te  the 
French,  and  the  admiral,  at.  the  desire  of  the  governor 
and  council  of  Madras,  proceeded  to  that  settlement  to 
protect  it  from  any  hostile  attack,  fi^n  a^ler  his  arrival 
a  court-martialwas  assembled  to  Try  those  captains, 
with  whose  conduct  during  the  late  engagement,  he 
had  reason  to  be  dissatisfied.  Captain  Legge  of  the 
Newcastle  was  sentenced  to  be  cashiered ;  Captain 
Vincent,  to  be  dismissed  tVom  (he  commaiul  oi  tlie  Wey- 
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mouth ;  and  Captain  Brrreton  to  loie  one  year's  rank  ai 
a  post'Captain. 


ENGAGEMENT  OFF  PONDICIIERRY. 

On  the  2ith  of  July,  the  admirat  again  tailed  in  qae<;t 
of  the  French  squadron,  and  on  the  27  Ih  it  was  disco- 
vered atanclior  in  the  road  ofPondicherry.  It  consist- 
«d  of  the  same  ships  as  before,  excepting  that  the  loss 
oftheBien  Aim^,  of  58  guns,  had  been  supplied  by  llic 
Comle  de  Provence,  of  7  4,  and  that  its  superiority  was 
farther  encreased  by  the  addition  of  La  Diligcnle,  a  fri- 
gate, of  24  guns.  The  next  morning  the  French  adniirni 
weighed  anchor,  and  having  the  advantage  of  a  land- 
breesse,  stood  to  the  southward,  with  a  view  to  avoid 
the  British  squadron.  In  this  he  was  so  successful,  that 
he  badled  every  effort  of  Admiral  Pocock  to  bring  him 
to  action.  On  the  3d  of  August  both  fleets  being  at 
some  distance  from  the  land,  a  strong  sea-breeze  gave 
the  advantage  of  the  wind  to  the  British  squadron.  The 
admiral  immediately  formed  his  line  of  battle,  and  ob- 
aerving  that  the  Comte  d«  Provence  led  the  French  line, 
he  made  the  signal  for  the  Tiger  and  the  Elizabeth  to 
change  stations.  About  half  pa«l  one  the  enemy  ap- 
peared to  be  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  half  moon,  and 
began  to  Rre  at  the  -Elizabeth,  on  which  Admiral  Po- 
cock made  the  signal  for  engaging,  which  was  imme- 
diately obeyed  by  ffie  whole  squadron.  In  ten  minutes 
the  French  commander  set  his  fore-sail,  and  kepi  at  a 
greater  distance.  The  rest  of  his  ships  followed  his 
example,  and  their  lins  was  soon  broken.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  action  was  a  running  fight.     At  two  the 
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leading  ship  of  (he  enemy's  van  put  before  the  wind, 
having  cut  away  lier  inisen*mai(,  becauiie  the  tail  had 
taiien  fire.  A  few  minutes  afterwards  M.  D'Ach^  see« 
ing  (he  dispersed  and  miserable  state  of  his  squadron^ 
let  what  sail  he  could  and  bore  away,  and  was  follow- 
ed by  all  hit  ships  from  the  van  to  the  centre.  At  half 
past  two  the  rear  likewise  put  before  the  wind,  and  at 
the  same  time  Mr.  Pocock  made  the  signal  for  a  close 
engagement,  that  his  ships  might  bear  down  after  thein 
as  speedily  as  possible.  At  three  he  hauled  down  th« 
signal  for  the  line  of  battle,  and  hoisted  that  for  a  gene* 
ral  chace,  but  the  enemy  crowding  all  their  sail,  and  cut* 
ting  away  4heir  boats,  were  toon  out  of  reach  of  the 
English  squadron.  The  latter  continued  the  pursuit  till 
lix,  when,  finding  it  impossible  to  come  op  with  the 
enemy.  Admiral  Pocock  desisted  from  the  pursuit,  and 
at  eight  at  night  came  to  an  anchor  ofT  Carical. 

This  ^engagement,  though  of  shorter  duration,  wag 
more  severe  than  (he  preceding.  The  lost  of  the  £ti« 
glish  amounted  tothirty-one  men  killed  and  150  wound- 
ed; among  the  latter  were  Commodore  Steveni  and 
Captain  Martin.  On  the  part  of  the  French  250  men 
were  killed  and  600  wounded;  in  the  number  of  the lat« 
ter  were  M.  D'Ach^  and  the  captain  of  his  ship. 

The  French  admiral  took  refuge  at  Pondicherry,  where 
be  remained  repairing  his  shattered  vessels  till  the  3d  of 
September,  iMien  he  sailed  for  the  Mauritius.  The 
English  squadron  remained  at  Madras  and  on  (he  coast 
till  the  season  of  the  year  rendered  it  necessary  for  (he 
admiral  to  proceed  to  Bombay. 


Early  in  the  year  1759  a  squadron  sailed,  under  the 
^mmand  of  Rear-admiral  Holmes,  for  North  America^ 
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♦o  join  t!ic  British  force  already  in  thai  quarter,  mm  ex- 
pedition agaimt  Quebec.  On  the  71  «t  of  February  the 
Vestal  of  32  giin«  and  220  men,  commanded  by  Cap. 
tain  Samoel  Hood,  being  the  look-out  ship  from  the 
iquadron,  gave  chace  to  •  strange  sail,  which  he  came 
iip  wUh  about  two  in  the  afternoon.  Captam  Hood  im- 
mediately brought  her  to  close  action,  which  was  con- 
tinued with  great  bravery  nearly  four  hours.  By  this 
lime  all  her  masts  being  shot  away,  and  upwards  of  forty 
of  her  crew  killed,  she  surrendered,  and  proved  to  be 
La  Bellone,  a  French  frigate  of  S'2  guns  and  220  men, 
commanded  by  the  Comte  de  Beauharnois,  (the  fiither, 
we  believe,  of  Madame  Bonaparte's  first  husband). 
The  Bellone  wss  on  her  way  to  France  from  Martinico 
with  dispatches.  The  Vestal  had  five  men  killed  and 
twenty-two  wounded  j  soon  after  the  action  her  top- 
masts fejl  over  the  side^  and  she  had  sustained  so  mUch 
datt8|^  that  Captain  Hood  was  obliged  to  return  tor 
England.  His  prize  was  taken  Into  the  service,  and* 
named  the  Repulse. 

*  On  the  20lh  of  March,  the  Isis  of  50  gum,  Capfain 
Wheeler,  and  the  ^olus  of  32  guns.  Captain  Elliott, 
troiiing  in  company  oflTthe  coast  of  France,  fell  in  with 
thirty-five  sail  of  French  merchantmen,  escorted  by  four 
IKgates  oflT the  i^and  of  Rh^.  The  ^olus  being  an  ex* 
celleni  sailer,  immediately  began  to  attack  two  of  the 
frigate.  La  Blonde  of  32  guna  and  300  men,- and  Le 
Mignon  ot  20  guns  and  142  men.  The  action  was 
miintained  with  the  greateat  bravery  and  tntrepidity 
within  pistol-shot  for  about  half  an  hour ;  and  before  the 
Isis  came  up  the  Mignon  had  struck.  Captain  Wheel- 
er immediately  made  all  the  sail  he  could  after  La 
^lopde^  but  was  uoable  to  approach  nearer  than  wi(h« 
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in  musket'Shot.  He,  however,  conlinucd  Ihe  chace  till 
nine  at  night,  -when  he, desisted,  because  the  pilot  re- 
fused to  take  charge  of  the  ship  if  he  'pursued  any  long- 
er, as  she  was  close  in  shore,  and  th^  wind  blew  right 
upon  it.  The  Mignon  in  this  action  had  thirty  men 
killed,  besides  her  first  captain,  the  Chevalier  de  Tur- 
sonville;  ihe  second  captain  and  twenty-five  men  were 
wounded.  The  i£ulus  had  no  more  than  one  or  two 
men  wounded. 

On  the  27lh  of  the  same  month.  Captain  Samuel 
Faulkner  of  the  Windsor  of  60  guns,  cruizing  off  Lis- 
bon, discovered  four  large  ships  to  which  hegavechacc. 
They  immediately  drew  into  a  line  of  battle  ahead,  at 
the  distance  of  about  a  cable's  length  from  each  other, 
and  remained  in  that  situation  till  the  Windsor  hadt>eeii 
nearly  an  hour  engaged  with  the  sternmost,  when  the 
three  others  made  off  with  all  the  sail  they  could. 
Captain  Faulkner's  antagonist  perceiving  the  flight  of 
her  companions^  struck  her  colors.  Site  proved  to  be 
the  Due  de  Chartres,  pierced  for  64,  but  mounting  only 
24  guns,  and  having  a  crew  of  294  men,  of  whom 
twenty-eight  were  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  This 
ship,  as  well  as  the  three  which  escaped,  belonged  to 
the  French  East  India  Company,  and  were  bound  to 
Pondicherry  with  ammunition  anj  naval  stores. 

On  the  28th,  the  Southampton  of  32  guns.  Captain 
Gilchrist,  and  the  Melampe  of  24,  Captain  Hotham, 
fell  in  with  the  French  frigate,  the  Danae  of  40  guns  and 
330  men.  Captain  Hotham  being  ahe?:!,  overtook  th| 
enemy,  and  brought  her  to  action  before  ilic  Southarop* 
ton  could  come  up  to  aiTord  him  any  support.  By  the 
time  Captain  Gilchrist  was  sufficiently  near  to  attack 
ihe  enemy,  it  was  so  dark  that  he  was  obliged  to  lie*to» 
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and  remain  inactive  durfn^  the  nit^ht,  for  fear  of  fir in<r 
into  the  Melampe.  Ai  flay-'  rt*ak,  however,  he  bore 
down  upon  the  Danae,  and  I  he  united  efforts  of  the  two 
gallant  caplains  ol;lK*'d  lier  to  surrender  after  a  very 
spirited  resistance.  But  thi<;  conquest  was  clouded  by  a 
misfortune  which  belei  the  brave  Captain  Gilchrist, 
who  received  a  pound  ball  in  his  right  shoulder,  which 
rendered  him  incapable  of  farther  service.  The  king, 
'in  consideration  of  the  services  of  this  meritorious  oili- 
cer,  immediately  settled  on  him  a  pension  of  300l.  a-ycar, 
In  this  encounter  the  Danae  had  between  thirty  and  for- 
ty men  killed,  among  whom  were  her  first  and  second 
captains,  and  a  great  number  wou.ded.  The  Me- 
lampe had  eight  killed  and  twenty  wounded,  and  the 
Southampton  one  killed  and  eight  wounded.  The  ))rize 
was  added  to  the  navy,  and  retained  her  former  name. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  the  honorable  Captain  Barring- 
ton,  in  the  Achilles  of  60^ans,  being  on  a  cruize,  about 
sixty  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Cape  Finisterre,  fell  in 
with,  and  after  a  close  engagement  of  two  hours,  took 
the  Count  de  St.  Florentin  of  60  guns  and  403  men, 
bound  to  Rochfort  with  a  valuable  cargo  from  St.  Do- 
mingo. 3!ie  was  commanded  by  the  Sieur  de  Montay, 
Ti'ho  was  shot  through  the  body  with  a  muaket-ball, 
and  died  two  days  after  the  action.  The  prize  had  all 
her  masts  carried  away,  and  1 16  of  her  crew  killed  and 
wounded.  The  Achilles  sustained  great  damage  in  her 
masts,  sails,  and  rigging,  but  only  two  of  her  men  were 
liilled  and  twenty-three  wounded.  The  Count  de  St. 
Florentin  being  a  fine  new  ship,  was  purchased  by  go- 
vernment, and  added  to  the  navy  by  the  same  name. 

On  the  18th  of  May^  the  Chatham,  Venus,  and 
Thames  of  50,  36,  and  32  guns,  commanded  by  Cap* 
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(ains  Lockhart,  Harrison,  and  Colby,  cruizing  in  Au- 
dierne  Bay,  discovered  a  French  frigafer  After  chacin^' 
her  for  two  Iiours,  she  carried  away  hertnp-masis.  The 
Tbaraos  soon  afterwards  got  alongside  her,  and  pour- 
ed into  her  a  brisk  and  close  fire.  Tiie  enemy  made  a 
gallant  defence  (ill  the  arrival  of  the  Venus,  which  raked 
and  gave  her  several  broadsides.  She  ihen  siriick,  and 
proved  to  be  tlie  Arethusa  of  32  guns,  but  pierced  for 
j6',  with  270  men,  sixty  of  whom  were  killed  and 
wounded.  Tlie  Thames  had  four  men  killed  and  elevefi 
wounded,  and  the  Venus  five  men  wounded.  TIjc 
Arethusa  was  esteemed  the  best  sailing  frigate  in  the 
I'rench  navy,  and  was  purchased  by  government  for  * 
the  service.  •  •  "3 

Great  Britain  was  this  year  ihrealcncd  with  an  in* 
vasion  by  the  French,  in  retaliation,  for  the  numerous  at- 
tacks which  had  recently  been  made  on  their  coasts^    % 
The  most  active  preparations  were  accordingly  made  ^*' 
at  Brest,  Toulon,  and  Dunkirk.     At  Brest,  in  particu-''' 
lari  a  formidable  armament  was  equipped,  which  ten- 
dered it  necessary  for  the  British  government  *to  send  a    ' 
sufficient  force  to  cruize  off  that  port.     Accordingly,  in 
the  month  of  June,  Sir  Edward  llawke  sailed  from  Spit- 
head  for  thai  purpose  with  a  powerful  fleet.     Having 
arrived  on- his  station.  Sir  Edward  detached  three  small 
squadrons  to  scour  the  enemy's  coast.     One  of  these, 
under  the  Honorable  Captain  Hervey  i^i  thd  Monmouth, 
was  ordered  to  watcb  the  motions  of  the  French  fleet  in 
Brest,  which  service  he  most  cfTcclually  performed,  suf- 
fering not  even  a  boat  to  go  In  or  out  of  the  harlwjr. 
On  the   I4lh  of  July  be  perceived  four  ships  working 
*knvn  to  Brest,  between  the  slwre  and  the  rocks,  near 
<lie passage  «f  the  r»fvw.     Tke  Commodore  in.med!a*.'*y 
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got  under  sail  with  the  Pallas  frigate,  and  stood  towards 
them.  The  vessels  anchored  close  to  Cc::quet,  under 
cover  of  four  forts  and  a  i3attery,  which  maintained  an 
incessant  fire  on  the  English  ships  while  they  were  ap- 
proaching. The  boats  were  then  manned,  and  in  spite 
«f  the  enemy's  guns,  the  gallant  tars  cut  out  the  ships, 
and  carried  them  off,  with  the  Swedish  colors  flying. 
They  were  laden  with  stores  fur  the  French  fleet  at 
Brest.  While  the  boats  were  thus  engaged,  the  Mon- 
mouth and  Pallas  kept  up  a  conlinualcannonadc  against 
the  forts,  and  several  times  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
guns.  This  daring  enterprize  was  executed  with  very 
little  damage,  and  r.  >  loss  of  men  on  the  part  of  the  En- 
glish ships. 

A  few  days  after  this  occurrence,  the  daring  intrepidi- 
ty of  the  sameofHcer  was  near  bringing  on  a  general  en- 
gagement. On  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  he  stood  in 
and  attacked  seven  sail  of  French  ships,  and  two  small 
men  of  war,  under  the  batteries  of  Conquet ;  but  there 
being  little  wind,  the  enemy  hauled  their  vessels  into  a 
ilry  creek,  where  it  was  impossible  to  get  at  them,  on 
which  he  retired  with  little  damage.  The  following 
morning  four  men  of  war  of  74  guns  each,  came  out  of 
Brest  an(|  bore  down  upon  the  Monmouth  and  Men* 
tague,  which  stood  towards  (hem  with  a  view  to  draw 
them  off.  The  English  fleet  now  appeared  standing  in, 
when  the  French  ships,  though  protected  by  the  cannon 
an4>  shells  from  the  shore,  immediately  tacked  and  re- 
turned to  the  hafbor,  the  Monmouth  and  Montague 
puisaing  th(2m  with  all  the  saH  they  could  crowd.  Com- 
modore H.crvey  brought  one  of  them  to  action,  but  get- 
ting within  the  narrows,  and  likewise  within  reach  of 
the  shct  and  shells  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  the  signal 
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was  made  tocaU  him  off.  The  whole  French  Iteet  matie 
a  motion  to  itail,  and  appeared  to  be  corning  ogt-;  fcfut 
soon  returned  to  tlicjr  former  station.  i     ■ 

On  the  l.vth  of  Sepl«mbfr  Captain  Hfcrv^y  latided 
with  some  of  his  sailori  on  the  inland  of  Mdlin^i,  catrttd 
offioroe  cattle  and  other  fresh  proVltioni,  and  laid  tfie 
island  under  contribution.  The  governor -sent  htrtf  a 
message,  requesting  him,  in  mercy  to  thepoor'irihs/fti- 
tants,  to  desist.  ■  To  this  the  captain  replied :  "  Thafhe 
was  sorry  if  what  he  had  done  had  distresfted'^he-jtiifa* 
bitants,  for  be  intended  it  only  at  an  insult  to  the  P/enth 
fleet,  and  to  shew  them  that  they  were  unabtoto'pfo- 
tect  their  own  coast  in  their  srght,  and  much  lets  to  At<- 
icropt  the  invasion  of  England."  '»♦  **''» 

Towards  tlie  end  of  September  the  Monifiotith  <t^« 
camesokaky,  that  Captain  Hervey  was  obliged  4o'()«iit 
his  itation  and  return  to  England.  Iw  ^piie-oi  ihe  t«m* 
pestuous  weather  which  succeeded,  Str'Ed^iv^lti'HffWke 
remained  cruizing  before  Brest  hiKihe9th^'Nt^efh- 
ber,  when  a  violent  gale  comfwlJed  him  to'  ta^e^^Ver 
in  Torbay.  •  <      v 
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ENGAGEMENT  IN  THE  BAY  OF  QUIBERON. 

A  few  days  after  Sir  Edward  Hawke  had  been  forced 
from  his  station,  M.  de  Bompart,  with  a  squadron  from 
the  West  Indies,  got  safe  into  Brest.  M.  de  Conflans, 
the  commander  in  chief  at  that  port,  being  convinced 
from  this  circumstance  of  the  departure  of4he  Enj,Ii*!li 
fleet,  put  to  sea  on  the  I4lh  of  November,  and 
steered  for  the  bay  of  Qaiberon,  in  the  hope  of  surprisiag 
a  small  British  squadron  of  50-g4in  ships  and  Irigates, 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Dufif,    who^wki 
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.  blocking  up  a  large  fleet  of  transports,  in  Movbihau, 

:  destined  for  the  invasion  of  Ireland.  On  the  same  day 
the  English  admiral  sailed  from  Torbay. 

On  the  15th  Captain  M*CIeverty  in  the  Gibraltar, 
joined  the  fleet,  and  informed  the  admiral  that  he  had 
•cen  the  French  aboat  twentjr-four  leagues  to  the  N.  W. 
•fB'ille  Isle,  steering  to  the  S.  £.  This  intelligence 
was  received  with  universal  acclamations,  and  every 
ship  prepared  for  action.  Concluding  that  Quiberon 
>yould  be  their  first  place  of  rendezvous.  Sir  Edward  di< 
rected  his  course  towards  the  bay  with  all  possible  ex* 

.  pedJIioD.     A  contrary  wind  blowing  at  first  with  consi* 

.  derabki  violence,  drove  him  to  the  Mrestward,  but  on 
the  18th  and  I9(h  the  weather  proved  more  favorable. 
In  the  mean  time  having  been  J!>ined  by  the  Maidstone 

:  and  Coventry  frigates*  he  directed  their  commanders  to 
keep  B*head  of  the  squadron,  one  on  the  starboard,  and 

.  the  other  on  the  larboard  bow.  On  the  20th  he  was  join- 
ed by.  (he  Roehester,  Chatham,  Portland,  Falkland,  Mi- 

.  nerva.  Vengeance^  Venus,  and  Sapphire,  which  had 
been  chased  by  the  enemy's  fleet,  so  that  his  force  naw 
consisted  of  the  following  ships  :•* 


'  Shipii  Guns.     Men.  CoramanAnb 

r  Sir  EuA'd.  Hawke,  K.  B. 

Royal  George.  ..100.  .875  v   Admiral  of  the  Rlue» 

([Capt.  J.  CampbeIl.. 
rSir  Charles  Hardy,   Knt. 

Union  ........  90- -770  <   Vice-admiral  of  ihe  Blue. 

CCapt.  T.  E.vans. 

X>M^e.^.4....««.^..750....S.  Graves. 

Namur  ..  .^  . .  •  . . 90.  .750. . . .  Mat.  Buckle, 

Mars  .......... 74. .600... -James  Young. 
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Okbihaii,    H 

Slii|«. 

am€  day    H 

Wnrspilei,.... 

Hercules 

ribraltar,    H 

Torbay 

it  he  had    Bj 

Magnanime.... 

eN.W.    ■ 

Ke5oiulion .. .. 

elligence    wS 

Hero 

id  every    H 

Swlfisure ...... 

^uiberon    H 

Dorselhiie 

ward  di*    H 

Buffurd 

sible  ex*    H 

Cjiicttester .... 

th  const*    H 

Temple 

,  but  on    ■ 

Revenge  

ivorable.     H 

Essex 

iaidstone     H 

Kingston. 

inders  to    H 

Intrepid ». 

ard«  and    H 

Montagae..^... 

was  join-    H 

Dankisk ....... 

md.  Mi-    H 

DeBanoe.^*.., 

ich   had     H 

Kochestiei^.^..^ 

rce  now    H 

PorlUnd^.c«... 

Falkland* -.--•• 

^M 

Chatham ... .»» 

^H 

Venus 

^;  K.  B.   1 

Miiiervfi..,...., 

lue.^           ■ 

Sapphir«  ..^... 

1 

Vengeaiico  .1.. 

k  Kn<.     ■ 

Qovpfttry    .... 

^Blue.     ■ 

Mai4t>tone/p,.*.., 

Gun*.     Men.  ComimoUrrp.  > 

.  .74.  .600  Cap*.  Sir  J.  Bentley. 

..74.-600 W.  Fortescue. 

..74.-660 Hon.  A.  Keppel;    '    • 

..74.. 650..., Viscount  Howe. 

..7 4. .600 H.  SfK'ke. 

-74. .600 Hon.  G.  Edgecumbci 

.. 70.-320..,. Sir T.  Stanhope. 

..70.. 520 P.Dennis. 

..70.-520 J.  Gambier, 

..70.. 520 W.  S.  WjlleU. 

..70.. 520 Hon,  W.  Shirley.       Q 

..64.. 500 J.  Store.     .. 

.-64.  .500 Luciu5.0!Bii«f»,i?'.!-  f 

.  .60.  .450. .  -  .Thomas  Shifjey, 
..60-.450..>-J.  M^plesdeau  t 

..60-.'i50...iiJ.RQwley.  :.M 

.  .60.  .450. . • .  R » ^igby*  hhUj H  uUt 
.^60* >450..,.Rat. Bajr4.  m-jv^^^j? 
..50..ia50...^R.  Diuff..  -.  ^ 
.  .50. .350. . . .  Mar.  ArbiithiM»t« 
..50.. 350.... F.  S.:Dr«kc«aijU^vi 
..50.. 35X3. ...J  Lockhart. 

..36. .250 T.  Harrison. 

.32. .-'220.  ...S.  Hood. 
..3i..k220.--.J.  Siraeban. 
-.28,.  -200. . .  ,G.  Nightingale. 

.*2«.-200 F.Burslem.  .  : 

-2a.*f?0P..-.D.  i>igges.        ,.u 
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\i,.j\  ■,*   iH  in'f.ii^litm 


At  half  past  ofght  on  the  nioriiing  of  the  20il*,  1fi« 
'M^tdstoPQ  gave  n  otke  that  .she  hael  disco vcared  a'tiiect,  (m 
^Wb  the  aidmirel  Bittde  thQ.«i^9al  ^^r « line  t^hfea^i  •aMi 


K  3 


10^ 


THE  BRITISH  TRIDIMT; 


the  Magnanime  to  lead  toward<i  the  land.  The  latter  )iad 
not  got  above  two  miles  before  the  fleet,  when  she  made 
a  signal  tliat  she  had  discovered  the  enemy,  and  the  hvad* 
rno^t  5hips  of  the  squadron  were  soon  afierwards  in  si<^it 
of  them. 

The  force  of  the  French  fleet  under  M.  de  Conflans, 
was  as  foHows : 


Shipt. 

Le  Soleil  Royal 
LeTonnanf... 
l*e  Formidable. 
L^Oneni ..... 

L'lntrepkie.... 

LeGlorieux... 
Le  ThefU^e....< 

L'Heros...«.^ 
Le  Robuste*.. 
Le  Magnifique. 
Le  Juste...... 

Le  Sofyerbe... 
Le  Dauphin. .  • 


Cun$.      Men. 

80. - 1 200 

.80.. 1000 

.80.-1000 

.80.. 1000 

.74...  815 

.74.-  815 

.74..  815 

.74..  815 

..74..  815 

.74..   815 

.70..  800 

.70..  80S> 

.70.-  800 

Le  Prince 


! 


64..  750 


Shipf.  Cum.       Mn. 

Le  Dragon 64. «  750 

Le  Northom' 
berland.... 

Le  Sphinx 64..  750 

Le  Solitaire.... 64..  750 
La  Brillan(e....64..  750 

L'Eveille 64.-  750 

Le  Bizarre.. ••.j64..  750 

L'Inflexible 64..  700 

L'Hebe 40..  4]'2 

La  Vesta  le.....  36..  400 
L'Argrette.....36..  400 
Le  Calypso. .  .^.  1 6.  ^  1 80 
Noir>  a  tender. 


Sir  Edward  on  discovering  the  enemy's  fleet,  obser- 
ved that  they  were  making  oflT,  on  which  l\&  made  the 
signal  for  4be  Namur,  Warspite,  Resolution,  Revenge, 
Essex,  and  -MopittgAie,  being  the  ships  nearest  to  their, 
to  chace  and  draw  into  a  line  of  battle  a-head,  ai)d  to 
endeavor  to  stop  the  enemy  till  the  rest  of  the  fleet 
'•houkl  come  up.  At  the  same  time  he  directed  the 
oiber  ships  (o  form  as  Ihey  cbac«d„  that  no  time  might 
^,  h})L  in  the  pursuit,  (eHiMg  bis  officers  ih<ti  he  wa«  for 
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the  old  way  of  fighting,  to  make  down-righl  work  \viih 
them.  '  '  •■' 

The  French  admiral  on  discovering  the  English  fleet, 
appeared  to  be  forming  a  line  to  receive  them,  and  from 
the  equality  in  noinher  of  <thips  of  the  line  on  either  side, 
the  action  was  expected  to  be  long  and  obstinate;  there 
was  not,  however,  one  English  bosom  which  didn^t 
beat  with  the  expectation  of  victory.  As' Sir  Edward 
Hawke  advanced,  the  Frenci  admiral  changed  hix  plan, 
and  stood  off  towards  the  shore  with  all  the  sail  his  ships 
could  carry  ;  andtbe  English  squadron  pursued  with  ail 
possible  expedition.  It  was  two  in  the  afternoon  before 
.  *he  headmost  ships  could  get  ur>  with  them,  when  the 
Warspite  and  Dorsetshire  began  to  fire.  Soon  after* 
wards  the  Revenge,  Magnanime,  Torbay,  Montague, 
Resolution,  Swiftsure,  and  several  others,  came  into 
1  action,  and  about  half  past  two  the  British  admiral  made 
the  signal  for  vi  general  engagement »  The  hostile  fleets 
were  now  to  the  southward  o(  Belle-isle,  and  the  Soleil 
Royal,;  being  a-head  of  the  enemy''8  ^squadrony '  lef^  the 
'lear  to  defend. itself,  and  led  round  the  rocks  called  the 
Cardinals,  situated  near  the  island  of  HedfC*;  i;  j» 

The  firing  now  became  very  brisk  on  bpth'  side5,  and 
the  combatants  were  so  involved  in  clouds  of  smoke, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  between  the  colors 
of  the  two  nations.  The  Resolution,  of  64  gun*;  CajJ- 
tain  Speke,  gallantly  bore  down  on  the  French  tear-ad- 
miral du  Verger,  in  the  Formidable,  of  80  gunr,  and 
ckisely  engaged  that  ship  till  foui  o'clock,  when  nhe 
struck  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who  was  passing^  to  attack 
the  French  admiral  This,  however,  was  only  a  poirtl 
•f  honor  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  the  gtoify  of  taking 
her  b«ing  very  jiislly  given,  to  Captain  Speke.      '^^ 


/ 


lM4 


firiM  maiTtsa  TftiBtirric  u^^ 


t.    Tte  0Blliint  admr  '  litmf«ir,t!onfNi«^  lo  ttdvotic^ 

•nd  ordered  the  mnsl^      '  the  Royal  George  to  lay  htm 

.Mlongiiide  of  the  $oleU  Kuyal.    This  mtiier  represented 

(.^n  the  reoM  re(if>€ctfiil  immner  that  it'heipproadied  much 

nearer,  the  ship  woald  certainly  be  on  fliore.    "That 

may  be,"  answerei  the  hero  cfwlly,  "but  the  enemy 

!liiii  ^beoii  alMire  first}  at  alt  events  their  fleet  vaust  be 

fdetltdyed/'    M.  de  Conflans,  on  his  pait,  did  not  leehi 

,<to  filHi*  ithe  encoontcr,  and  the  two  admtrdlt  mbtudBy 

bo/e  down  on  each' other.  i  ;w  i 

X.ord  Howe,  tn  the  Magnanime^  now  attaclied  tbri 

Thmite,  ot  74  guns,  but  the  Montague  running  foul  of 

dtheAtfner»  she  received  so  miicH  damage  that  the  "Wii 

•obliged  td  fall  a^slcrn.    Caplaiti!Kep|iel  in  the  Torbrfy 

,lben  attacked  the  The&te.    $oOo  after  the  mclion  began, 

(ft  siiddenaQd  heavy  aquaU  Ga^le^n^  andtheloiimcir^^dft 

9j|>orls  of  thiB  Tfaca^  fiat  being  abut,  the  ibiprfUled^liMd 

rKvetltdowri  ^mihediately.    jShe  bad  im  board  a^|cw;af 

ilil<i^ifKilMr:e:rdryi>nfl^:ofiWhonirperiihsd.'  :  At  liwim*- 

9iteilt4he;iSiink  tbe^ecfcafwenaicrohfdcdf;  'biil  llbb.  fdk 

ariftebtiitiai  had«nlyltittie;/to  Uttielctfme  dbetkUol^lMiiclt,  «nd 

were  never. fatarki'iiorcw  '  '•  •■.':  *'.-■  •'"'  .■'■  ■':>nO' 

r  rWii^hrlaord  HoWeHadgot  deardf  4foe  l^n(a|;iit,bt 

,bdre  down  ^k  the  Hbros,  of  74  gant^  andr  attacked  h^r 

>wtth  slisb  ^«tbat,b6*t  length  connpelied  her  to^tlikif; 

but;  1^  weather  .w«ijO)tcinpcsfuou»«s  to  pre\rent  hit 

.Ic^dshtp  ffiom  lending^hU  hoatito  take  pcnsession  t)f  Kb 

IpTAZ^  which  afterwards  ran;  on  fhore^  a^dwai^biifned. 

I  l?Tjbe  tw'^coiha)and^rs  invHiefbad  tiow^pprob^hed 

♦erynear  each  Qlkcr,.:and  •''M^  de  'Gnn(}af»  pliaMd  a 

ibre^ide.  into  the^  Royal  Oconge.-l  Ttlii^isab^^n  Sk'^l 

^dWatlcl  wva  rot  backward  to  r«lui1nf  <^M^(«r  «ci>hki«g« 

ing  tyi:«»o{Hbf«e,bi:badsidev^b^  N%r|ba^  #tfi^^ 
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iicliotd  (he  combat,  ind  ihcvrtd  oC  Tbo  French 
vice-idmiral  likewise  gavo  Sir  Edward  hit  firt»  and  icon 
followed  (hti  e^mple  of  hit  commander.  Another  ofid 
mother  did  Ihe  lame,  bu*  (ho  fifth  did  noteieapo^o 
well.  Thii  ship  wan  tbo  Superbo,  of  70  g<iinff»  which 
fired  several  broadsides  without  doing  any  damage  to 
(he  Royal  George.  Sir  £dward,  in  relurni  poured  kii 
whole  firo  mto  her,  and  repeadng  (he  same,  she  sank  at 
the  distance  of  no  more  than  one  hundred  yards  lironi'  the 
British  admiiral.  The  crew  of  the  Royal  George  gave  a 
cheer  at  Ihe  dcstrociion  of  (heir  enemy;.  '*  but»^  sayi  in 
cye-witnesflof  (hci  Iramaicdon,  **  it  war  a  faint  ondr  (he 
honest  sailors  were  touched  at  the  fate  of  so  many  hun- 
dred poororea(ures  I"  Trae  it  is  that  real  bravOry  and 
humanity  are  inseparable  compantone.  The  Superbe 
had  on  board  750  men,  all  of  whom  perished  excep(ih'g 
(wenty  who  were  taken  up  the  next  morning  from  the 
wreck. 

The  English  admiral  having  got  into  the  very^  centre 
of  the  French  rear,  was  now  attacked  by  several;  ships 
at  once.  The  situation  of  the  Royal  George  would  have 
been  extremely  critical,  had  the  enemy  preserved  arly 
degree  of  composure,  or  fired  with  any  sort  oftiileciioil ; 
but  so  great  was  their  confusion,  that  among  2000  iihdt 
which  (hey  fired,  not  more  than  (wepty  or  thirty  Kru^k 
(he  ship.  Perceiving  the  dangerous  situation  of  their 
commander,  the  Eng'ish  vice-admiral,  with  thcMars, 
Hero,  and  several  other  ships,  w«re  crowding  to  hU 
assistance,  when  (he  obscurity  of  (he  evening  put  an 
end  to  (he  engagemeni.  This  was  a  fortunate  citcom* 
stancQior  the  enemy,  forbad  day^light  continued  two 
hours  longer,  the  whole  of  tlicir  fleet  most  have  been 
taken  or  destroyed.  '       _ 
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Ai  il  gfew  dftfk  the  enemy  sepirat«I,  part  of  their 
;  fleet.  <(a^li)ig  itotiie  JsoiHiiwa^«  and  the  remainder 
I  Qiakitig  fof^  the. mouth  of  the  river  Vilafne.  The  wind 
oAvaSrDOW  blpi^ing,wilh*|{rcat  viuknce  toward;!  the  shore, 
;  aixi  tl^e  fleet  avm  ■Rhrongfslftndi  and  ihoeli  on  a  piu 
,  pfU)e.€OjBsl|  pf  which  liid  piioUwerr  tolaiiy  ignorant. 

Tbeae  conMderaUoas  induct  (he  British  udmiral  to  d^. 

ii«t  .from  the  parstiit>  and  to  come  to  itn  anchor  6S  the 

jltlaiKi^f  Duonel.  >  .v> :...... 

A.  :^  'T^e^wealh^rcoKtinued  rtsy  tertpcslBcms'durmg  the 
r;l|igM«  ttpdfreqpent  signals  of  distress  webe  <Heard  b)^  the 
;  Je^^i  but  the  admiral  wa3  unabk  to  judge  whether  thty 
.proceeded  from  fcieiids  or  foes.  The  next  morning  a 
lhorfi4  «pett»olepne«ented  itself..  The  sea  •ppeared 
,.eoyef<S!d(iNfStti  tlteiinaBgledreniatosof  the  crews  of  the 
-.Thes^e utid  fii>peQbe;;  .the  Resolution  arid  the  'French 

eibipsJr4e^H:^#ii»f>:»v!ef«:di80oyered  aground  von  the  bank 

called  the  Four.  The  Resolution  was  in  a  most  sbat- 
'^(ered  co«>di440ni  her  masts  afid  rigging  being  entirely  cut 

away,  her  upper-deck  beat  in,  and  her  guns  thrown 
r  overl^oard*     I'art  ofthe  crew  were  clingrng  (o  her  sides 

bagging  :^r ;  assistance ;  bu>  about  eightyrof  them,  in 
;  spkeoiflhe  captainV.  remon^lratices,  made  rafts  and  put 
jOtQ^  ^e^lier  with  fiev^ral  French  prisoners  taken  in  the 

Formidably*  ^nd  arrived  in  safety  on  thb  coast  of  Fvance. 
^.j  The  $olei|  Royal  had  cast  anchor  in  tlie  night  in  the 

iT^idst  of  the  British  squadron,  butM.de  Gonflans  ns 

sooner  perceived  his  situation  in  the  morning,  than  he 
rordered  the  cables  to  be  cut,  and  ran  the  ship  on  shore. 

Sii  Edward.  Hawke  immediately  ordered  the  Essex  (o 
,  ftlip  andipur^ue  her,  but  she  unfortunately  struck  on  the 

.same  bank  as  the  Resolution.     This  accidtmt  gave  the 

crew  of  the  Sole i I  Royal  time  to  escape.    A  great  quan* 
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tity  of  the  itdres  belonging  to  the  E^sek  were  save^,  to-  ' 
gether  with  all  ber  people,  excepting  one  lieutenant  and  - 
a  boat's  crew,,  who  were  driven  on  tlie  French  shore. 
The  remains  of  the  Essex  and  Resolution  were  then  ' 
bolh  set  on  6re  and  destroyed. 

As  soon  as  it  was  broad  day-light,  seven  or  eight  of 
the  enemy's  line  of  battle  ships  were  discovered  at  anclwr  ** 
belween  Point  Penris  and  the  river  Vilaine.      The  En-  " 
glish  admiral  made  the  signal  to  weigh,  in  order  to  work 
upand  altack  them  ;  but  the  weather  was  so  tempestuou;; 
IS  to  prevent  the  execution  of  that  design.     Most  of  the 
enemy  appeared  to  be  aground  at  low  water ;  but  by* 
lightening  them,  and  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind 
uii^er  the  land,  all  excepting  two  got  that  night,  with 
the  flood,  int<>  the  river  Vilaine. 

The  vsrea|[i^r  being  more  moderate  on  the  22d,  the 
admiral  sent  thQ'Portland,  Chatham,  and  Vengeance  to 
jleslroy  the  Soleil  Royal  and  the  Horos.  On  ^he  ap- 
proach of  the  English  ships  the  French  ie{  tiie  first  on 
tire,  and  soon  afterwards  the  latter  met  with  the  same 
fate  from  our  people.  In  the  mean  time  Sir  Edward 
got  undef  weigh,  and  worked  up  within  Penris  Poin!, 
as  well  on  account  of  its  being  a  safer  road,  as  to  destroy 
the  two  French  ships  which  still  lay  without  the  river 
Vilaine;  but  before  the  vessel  sent  ahead  for  that  pur- 
pose could  approach  them,  the  enemy  being  quite  light, 
seized  the  opportunity  of  the  tide  of  flood  to  make  tlicir 
escape.  The  remainder  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  under  M. 
lie  Beaufreraont,  arrived  at  Rochfort, 

lii  this  memorable  engagement  the  British  fleet  had 
ibout  fifty  men  killed  and  260  wounded.  The  only  o''- 
tker  amonz  the  former  was  Lieutenant  Price  of 'the 
Magna aime,  and  omopg  ihe  latter  Captain  Patrick  Baird 
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of  the  Defiance.-  Th6' number  of  slain  iir  the  Frerick 
fleet  could  never  be  ascertained;  but  to  judge  from  the 
carnage  on  board  the  Formidable,  it  most,  have  been 
very  great.  They  lost  J  six ;  capital'  shiJM ;  Tiamely,  the 
Coleil  Rcyal  of  80,  and  Le  Herot  of  74  guhsi  which 
were  burned;  the  Formidable  of -8<!)  giMs,  taken  by  (he 
Jl^solulion  ;  the  Thes^e  and  Superbe  of  74  guns  each, 
sunk  during  the  action ;  and  Le  Juste  of  70  guns,  which 
was. wreck ed  olF  the  mouth  of  the  Loire. 

On  an  fOceasion  hke  this,  when  al!  manifested  the  ul- 
mo^st  alacrity' and  intrepidity  in  the  common  cause,  it 
might  appear  invidious  to  notice  the  coiiductof  any  par- 
ticular officer.  *'  In  attacking  a  flying  enemy/'  says  the 
gallant  admiraf  in  his  public  dispatch,  "  it  was  impos- 
sible, in  the  short  space  of  a  .winter's  dayv  ^hiit  all  our 
ships  shonid  be  able  to  get  into  action^' 09  yil>  those  of 
th9  enemy  be  brought  to  an  engagement:  'The  cnm- 
mau(|e^iai^d  companies  of  such  as  did  come  up  with  the 
rca,r  of  the  French  behaved  with  the  greatest  intrepidity, 
and  gave  the  strongest  proofs  of  a  truly  British  spirit. 
In  the  same  manner,  I  am  satisfied,  would  those hstve  ac- 
quitted themselves,  whose  bad'Sailii^g  ships,  or  the  dis- 
tance they  were  at  in  the  morning,  prevented  them  from 
getting  up."  (    t 

Without  detracting  from  the  merit  of  others,  it  is  only 
a  just  tribute  io  Lord  Howe  and  Captain  keppel,  to  ob- 
serve, that  they  particularly  distinguished  themselvipsfck 
their  gallantry  and  activity  ;  Captain  Deniiis  of  the  Dor- 
setshire, and  Captain  Speke  of  the  Resoji'  in,  likewise 
displayed  such  ardor  in  seconding  t lie  designs  of  their 
brave  comnunrlcr,  tiiat  in  the  warmth  of  his  gratitude 
ho  toKl  them  they  had  beiiaved  like  angels. 

On  the  2(>th  the  a^lmiral  seiU  a  squadroUi  undet  tl)e 
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coBunaiidiol  GapiMtt  Yxnmgv  tq^  Qnibtrotv  Bay^  and 
anoiheri  undbr  thei  HonoMbtfe  Caftiin  >  Keppely  i» 
Basque^^rcttd,  itOD  inttMtfN^  sueb  ot  tht  ciMmy'siiliips  at 
migiit )  W9ij  belter-  ilk  Ihosei  placiosj;  He  (iikewise  dii^ ' 
patcbe(l€«ptMa€a«pb«ll  lof  the]R)iiyBtGeo#g«  tO'Ehg-^ 
land. witbi, the i  account  of)  thQo^ck:toc|i.  The  admiral 
himself  reUHrsedisoonafterWenh^'  and  not^Aonly  received 
the  Ihankaolf  the  House  of  CommonK  for  hU  eminent 
servieee^  but  a  {>ensiaB  of  .20001.  per  anfiiim  mta  likew  he 
settled  OS  him*/  ;  -'i  nAmtxc 
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On  theSdiOf  July>  Rear-admiral  Rodney  tailed  from    • 
St.  Uielunst withi  a.sqaadron  of  ships  and  bomb'!<etche9> 
kT(  the.pUrposeior  bombarding  Havre*de' Grate,  where^>'* 
the  French  imdiiceUeCJ^  a  great  number  oMargeiitit*   ' 
bottomed  boatg,^  intended'for  the  inva'sien  of  EnglafmK* 
The  following  day  the  scfu^ron  arrivied  in  the  read  of 
Hayfe,  and  the  bomb-ketches  being  properly  stationed, 
bombarded  the  town  for  fifty-twe*  hours  with  such  sue* 
cess,  that  it  was  set  on  fire  in  several  places,  and  most  of 
4he  boats*  together  with'  the  magazines  of  naval  stores 
were  destroyed, .  The  admiral,  after  performing  this  ser- 
vice, sent  t|ic  bomb-ketches  to  England,  and  continued 
cruizing  with  his  squadron  during  the  remainder  of  the 
summer  00*  the  enemy's  co23t. 

Admiral  Boscawen  being,  appointed  to  the  chief  com«)ni 
m^nd  in  the  Mediterranean,  sailed  from  England   in 
April,  and  on  the  1 6tb  of  the  foUpwing  month  joined  tiie   ^ 
fleet  on  thc^  station,  before  commanded  by  Vice-admiral  , 
Broderipk,    The  principai  object  of  this  force  was  to 
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block  up  the  French  squadron  at  Tonlon>  which  had 
been  ordered  to  repair  to  Brest  to  join  the  fleet  in  that 
port,  commanded  by  M.  de  Conflani.  Oh  the  8th  of 
June  the  admiral  dispatched  the  Conqueror/  Culioden, 
and  Jersey  to  attempt  1  to  destroy  two  French  ^igates 
which  lay  at  the  nuMitfa  of  the  harbor.  In  this  enter- 
prizo  the  ships  were  so  tf^rribly  annoyed  by  a  heavy  fire 
from  several  masked  belteries,  that  after  a  spirited,  but 
fruitless,  attack  of  three  hours,  the  oflScers  were  obHged 
to  abandon  their  design,  and  it  was  not  without  sOme 
difficulty  that  iheir  ships  were  towed  off  out  of  the  midst 
of  the  enemy's  fire. 

The  admiral  soon  afrerwards  proceeded  to  Gibraltar, 
as  well  to  repair  the  damages  those  ships  had  sustained, 
as  to  recruit  his  .stock  of  water,  and  anchored  in  the  bay 
on  the  4th  of  August.  Conjecturing  that  the  Frenbh 
commander  would  take  advantage  of  his  absence  to  slip 
out  of  Toulon,  Admiral  Boscaweli  ordered  the  Lyme 
frigate  to  cruize  oflT  Malaga,  and  the  Gibraltar  between 
Estapona  and  Ceula  point,  to  give  him  timely  notice 
should  the  enemy  approach.  . 

ENGAGEMENT  IN  LAGOS  BAY. 

At  eight  in  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  August,  the 
Gibraltar  made  the  signal  of  the  appearance  of  fifteen 
sail  on  the  Barbary  shore,  to  the  eastward  of  Ceuta. 
The  fleet  was  by  no  means  in  a  situation  fit  for  sailing, 
most  of  the  ships  having  their  top-masts  struck  andthc^ir 
sails  unbent.  Such,  hov;ever,  were  thfe  ekertions  of  tlie 
officers  and  crews  on  t^ceiving  intelligence  of  the 
enemy's  approach,  that  by  ten  that  night  the  admiral 
was  enabled  to- put  to  sea  with  the  following  ships :-~- 
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Slii))!.  Guo*.  Commanders. 

f  Hon.  Edw.  Boscawcn,  admiral 
Namur 90  <      of  the  Blue. 

C CaptainM.  Buckle. 

rT.  Broderick,  vice-admiral  of 
Prince ....90<     the  Blue. 

(CaplainJ.  Peyton. 

Newark ,80 .*...W.  Holburne. 

Warspight.... 74........ J.  Bentley. 

Culloden ^ . 74 Smith  Callis. 

Conquerori .......74. ...... .W.  Lloyd. 

Swiflsare . . .. .. •  ..74 .Thos.  Stanliope. 

Edgar.-*. -.64.. F.  W.  Drake. 

3t.  Albans. ....... 64. Edw,  Vernon. 

Idtrcpid.  *.......  ..64. Edw.^  Pratten. 

!  America  •  i  ;a  •  i;^  ,j  L 1 60 .  .i  •  . .  .4 .  J;  Kirk  • 
JarieyV..^ ..«•«.. .60. ..... « . J.  Barker. 

Guernsey . \i . «. •  . . 50. .Lreitt#  M.  Kearney. 
Portland..... •.•••50.«Capti   J.  Maplesden. 

Shannon........... 32........ Cha.  Meadows. 

£(Qa  (lire-ship) Rich.  Bickerton. 

At  day-light  on  the  18th,  Admiral  Boscawen  disco- 
vered the  Gibraltar,  and  soon  afterwards  saw  seven  sail 
lying-to;  eight  of  the  enemy's  ships  having  parted  con^ 
pany  in  the  night.     Those  which  remained  were :«« 


Shipt. 


Guns. 


Contmanden. 


f  M.  de  la  Clue,  admiral. 

^  "^°*"- ^^l  Capt.  M.  de  Caine. 

Le Redoubtable.. 7 4...... M.  deSt.  Agnan. 

LeCenlaure 74 M.  Sabran  d^Gramraont. 

Le  Temeraire.-.74 .M.  de  Castillon. 

I.   2 


v^ 


THl  fSa  IT  If  ■  TR 1  DIM  T  j 


Sliips.  Guns.  Commandcn. 

Le  Souverain....74<  Capt.  M.  de  Panat. 

Le  Guerrier....74>......M.  de  Rochemaure. 

LeModeste  .•.r64......-M»  de  Lac  Monvert. 

On  the  first  apipearance  pf  the  English  ships,  M.  de 
la  Clue  mistook  lliem  for  thoite  of  hi&  owa.  squadron, 
from  which  he  had  been  sepalated  the  preceding  night. 
He,  thereibre»  made  the  private  signal*  which  not  behig 
answered,,  he  discovered  his  .error,  and  endeavoured  to 
escape.  Having  a  fresh  .gale,  our  .fleet  rapidly  ap- 
proached the  enemy^  and  at  hulf  past  iyv,o  ^tn  the  lafler* 
noon. the  headmoit  ships  jcojoinenced  a.  dote  action. 
The  Narniir,  however,  could  not  get  jip  .wkh  tlie 
Ocean  till  near  four,  when  Admiral  Boscawen- ivigorous* 
ly  attacked  the  Ffenoh  admiral.  In  about  half<afl  ihour 
the  Narour's  ipiaew-ilsast.  and.  both  ioprsail  .y«fds  ivvere 
shot  away,  m  Vfbkph'  M..de  Ja  QUue  .made  sail Jrom  him. 
The  Ceniaure,  the  .iternpiosl  .of  >  the  enemy.'t  ships,  bad 
received  4K>  much/damage,  from  ^uiog  stood  tbe  fire  of 
every  ship  tha^t  passed  her,  that  she  was  .obliged  to 
strike,;  her  commander,  and  200  of  the  crew  bqing  kill- 
ed and  wounded.  Admiral  Boscawen  shifled-  his  flag 
.into  the  Newark,  and4iaving  left  the  iklgar  inioffaarge 
of  ihe^tws,  continued  all  night  in  pursuit  of  the  flying 
,  enemy. 

Two  of  iheir  best  sailers  having  ^tered  tlieir  course 
in  the  night,  only  four  sail  were  seen  on  the  morning  of 
the  I9ih,  standing  in  for  the  land  in  Lagos  Bay.  Ai 
nine .  oVIook  three  of  them  came  to  an  anchor,;  Ihs 
Ocean  ran  among  the  breakers,  and  the  moment  she 
Mruck,  her  ina«ts  went  by  the  board.  The  Intn^id  end 
America,  commanded  by  Captains  Pratten  and  Kirk, 
were  ordered  to  destroy  the  Ocean ;  bot  Captain  Prat- 
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ten,  having  let  go  bis  anchor  too  soon,  was  unable  to 
join  inthe  attack.  Captain  Kirk  proceeded  to  executo 
the  service  alone,  and  upon  receiving  the  first  fire  of  Che 
America,  the  Ocean  struck.  The  captain  immediately 
sent  his  first  h'eutenant  on  board  to  take  possession  of 
her.  M.  de  la  Clue,  wh6  had  one  leg  broken  and  the 
other  woutided,  had  been  landed  half  an  hour,  and  died 
of  his  wounds  soon  after  the  action.  Finding  it  impos- 
sible to  bring  oflThis  prize,  Captain  Kirk  ordered  her  to 
be  set  on  fire.  Captain  Bentley  in  the  Warspite  was 
sent  to  attack  the  Temeraire,  which  struck  after  receiv- 
ing a  few  broadsides.  At  the  same  time  Vice-admiral 
Broderick  with  his  division  burned  the  Redoubtable, 
whieh  had  been  deserted  by  her  crew,  and  brought  oif 
the  Modeste  with  very  little  damage. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  English  squadron  in  this  ei>- 
gagement  amounted  to  fifl^-six  men  killed  and  196 
wounded.  That  of  the  enemy  was  never  ascertained. 
Admiral  Boscawen  sent  home  Captain  Buckle  with  the 
news  of  this  victory,  and  himself  returned  to  Gibraltar 
with  his  prizes.  Having  repaired  the  damages  which 
his  ships  had  sustained  in  the. action,  he  soon  afterwards 
sailed  for  England  with  part  of  them,  leaving  the  re- 
mainder, under  Admiral  Broderick,  to  block  up  that  part 
of  M.  de  la  Clue's  squadron  which  had  escaped  audi 
taken  shelter  in  Cadiz. 


On  the  l^th  of  April,  Captain  Timothy  Edwards,  ir> 
the  Favorite  sloop  of  14>  guns  and  1 10  men,  cruizing  u£l* 
Cadiz,  discovered  a  sail  standing  towards  him>.on  which 
be  immediately  prepared  fur  action.    As  she  approaclv- 
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(ftd  she  hoitled  Freiri;h>«o1<»m  fired^broadtideialihe  Fa- 
vorite, and  benig  «igoiKt  n'lhtr,  pesied.that  veMci;  :  Cap- 
tain Edwards  gave  obao:  till  eight  ai  night*  when,  hav- 
ing apffoached  pretty  near  to  the  enemy,  he  gave  her 
itwo  or  tiiree  broadoideai,  which  she  returned.  The  Fa- 
vorite wa«,  however,  onabJe  to  bring  her  to  clme  action 
that  nigJit,  but  still  conliMMed  to  <  ehace.  Aiboot  three 
the  next  morning,  being  abdnt  a  mile  ftom  the  French- 
man, it  Tell  calm;  oti  which  iiie  crelV.  taiing  to  their 
oars,  rowed  almost  within  musket-shot,  and  engaged  the 
enemy  very  smaf  t4y  ibr  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  '  She 
again  got  away,  and  Captain  Edwardt  pencetving  that 
his  people  were  much  fatigued  /witb  ihc  exectiofna  tliey 
had  ah'oady  made,  ordered  half  a  pint)  of  wine  ;tif>  lie  dis- 
tributed to  each,  after  which  they  rowed  aw«^  with  r<« 
-newed  vigor.  About  half  past  live  they  overtook  the 
enemy,  when  it  immediately  fell  caUn;  After  a  despc- 
late  action  of  two  liours  and  a  half  the  enemy  struck, 
and  at  the  same  moment  the  main-top-mast  of  tlie  Favo- 
rite went  away ;  this  circnmstnnce  gave  her  gallant  crew 
no  smalLuneasiness,  fearing  lest  tiaeir  antagonist  should 
take  advantage  of  the  disaster  and  effect  bis  escape. 
Their'boat  being  shot  throiigh  an  nany  places,  it  was 
some  time  before  theyxould  get  her  ready  to  take  pos- 
session of  their  well-earned  prize,  which  proved* to  be 
X^  Valeur  from  St.  Domiingo,  mounting  24 guns,  twelve 
and  nine-pounders,  and  having  on  board  1 10  men.  The 
guns  of  the  Favorite  were  only  six  and  three- pounders : 
'^er  complement  of  men  was  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the 
«nemy ;  but  a  lieutenant  and  sixteen  men  had  been  put 
on  board  a  small  vessel  she  took  a  few  days  before,  and 
the  remainder  of  her  crew,  besides  fighting  and  working 
the  ship,  had  twenty-£ve  prisoners  to  gnard.    In  this 
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encoanter  tlie  Vdlcar  iiad  t^tirteen  nen  kiiM  «iid  nine 
woonded%  The  Fmrorhe  had  Mily  teren  woonded,  but 
her  raotts  and  rigging  ivvre  tlreadfutly  thaltered.  She 
bad  only  two  rounds  and  a  half  of  powder  left  when  the 
enemy  struck,  having  fired  fifty  foroad»ides.  Captain 
Edwards  had  been  Jieutenant  of  the  Tartar;  several 
others  who  had  belonged  to  that  vesisel  vircre  likewise  on 
board  the  Favorite,  and  all  of  them  declared  that  it  was 
the  most  desperate  engagement  tb^  had  ever  witnessed. 
The  prize  being  a  fine  ship,  was  purchased  into  ttie  ser- 
vice by  Admiral  Boscawen,  who  appointed  Caj[ttain 
Edwards  to  oommaiid  her  as  a  post  ship* 

Early  in  th:*.  year  a  squadron  wai  fitted  out  for  the 
purpose  of  joiniogihat  of  Rear^adnoiral  Durelf,  already 
on  the  North  American  station.  Rear-^dintra)  Hehnes 
had  saifed  fbi^  the  same  quarter  in  February,  and  before 
the  expiration  of  the  same  month  Sir  Charles  Saanders 
•left  Spithead  with  eight  ships  of  the  line,  and  several 
Msailer  vessels  and  fire-shjps,  to  take  the  command  of 
these  united  squadrons,  and  to  proceed  with  them  to  be- 
siege Quebec.  The  admiral  having  jw'aed  Aear<idmi- 
rat  Dureli.  and  touched  at  Louisburg,  he  thefe  took  on 
board  a  large  body  of  troops,  under  the  coroauiid  of 
Major-general  Wolte.  He  then  shifted  his  flag  hrom  the 
Neptune  tnto  the  Stirling  Castle,  and  proceeded  up  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  with  those  ships  which  drew  ttte 
least  water  and  the  transports.  On  the  27th  of  June 
the  troops  were  landed,  and  at  midnight  on  the  t28tii  the 
enemy  made  an  attempt  to  bum  the  British  ships,  by 
sending  down  seven  fire-ships  from  Quebec ;  but  though 
the  ships  and  transports  were  so  numerous  as  nearly  to 
cover  the  channel,  they  were  ail  towed  clear  and  aground 
without  doing  any  damage.  A  similar  attempt  was 
made  oa  the  28th  (jf  Ihe  following  month,  but  with  no 
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better  success.  As  the  operations  of  the  siege  were  en- 
tirely confined  to  the  array,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  state, 
(hat  after  a  severe  engagement  between  the  armies,  in 
which  a  national  loss  was  sustained  by  the  death  of  the  he- 
roic commander  in  chief.  General  Wolfe ;  the  governor, 
M.deRamsay,on  the  17thofSeptember,sentoutaflagof 
truQB  to  propose  a  capitulation.  The  terms  being  agreed 
to,  the  British  army  took  possession  of  the  upper,  and 
Captain  Palliser,  with  a  detachment  of  seamen,  of  the 
lower  town. 

AAer  this  important  conquest.  Admiral  Saunders  sent 
home  the  large  ships,  under  the  command  of  Rear-ad* 
mirals  Holmes  and  Ourell,  and  himself  followed  them 
on  the  1 8th  of  October,  leaving  the  command  of  the 
fleet  in  America  to  Lord  Colville. 

Commodore  Moore,  who  commanded  on  the  Lee- 
ward Island  station,  having  been  joined  earfy  in  the  year 
by  a  reinforcement  of  ships  from  England,  bringing  a 
large  body  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
general  Hop<ton,  it  was  resolved  to  attack  the  island  of 
Martinico.  This  enterprise,  however,  proved  unsuc' 
cefsful,  and  they  proceeded  to  Guadeloupe. 

The  town  of  Basse-terre,  (he  metropolis  of  thatislaiid, 
was  very  strongly  fortified,  and  was  Ihoughtby  the  chief 
engineer  to  b)  impregnable  against  the  fire  of  ships; 
but  the  enterprizing  spirit  of  Commodore  Moore  was 
not  to  be  deterred  from  making  an  attack.  Having 
made  the  necessary  preparations,  and  arrtmged  his  ships 
in  the  most  advantageous  manner  for  cannonading  the 
place,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  January  the  firing 
commenced,  and  was  continued  with  the  utmost  spirit 
till  night,  when  the  citadel  and  all  the  batteries  were 
efiectually  silenced.    The  bombs^  set  fire  to  the  town  in 
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sevf  ml  places,  and  it  continued  burning  witlK>ut  Inter- 
mission daring  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  day.  The 
troop*  were  then  knded,  under  the  conduct  uf  the  Cap- 
tains Shuldbam,  Gambier,  and  Burnet,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  town  and  fbrt  without  opposKion.  Notwith- 
standing this  success,  the  governor  of  the  island  conti- 
nued to  make  an  obstinate  resistance  of  above  three 
months,  and  did  not  capitulate  till  the  1st  of  May. 
During  the  attack  of  Guadaloupe,  Commodore  Moore 
having  received  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  a  strong 
squadron  from  France  for  the  relief  of  the  colonies,  im- 
mediately ciilled  in  his  cruiaersj  and  sailed  to  Prince 
Rupert's  Bay,  in  l^oininica,  thit  he  might  te  the  better 
able  to  hiteroept  the  enemy.  M.  Bompart,  the  com- 
mander of  the  French  sqifsTdroVi,  did  )i6t  arrive  oi^  the 
island  till  the  day  it  CapitOtated.  Which  he  '^vgs  in- 
formed of  it|  situation,' he  prdceed€d  for'toartinicp,  and 
eluding*  the  vigilance  oTCCihModoi^'Moorie,  sailecl  some 
time  dflerwards  for  St.  Ddmingo.  llie  conquest  of 
Guadaloupe  was  succeeded'by  the  sdiYender  of  the  small 
islands  of  Mar  jgalante,  the'  Saints,  and  Deseada, 
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In  the  East  Indies,  Admiral  Pocock  continued  to  ma- 
nifest bis  usual  perseverance  and  bott vity.  On  tlie  1 7  th 
of  Apritiie^aiied  for  the  Cbiaitef  OoromalMlelin  quest 
of  the  French  fleet,  which,  towards  the  condusion  of 
the  preceding  year,  had  repaired  to  the  islands  of  Mau* 
ritius  and'Boihboh  to  nefit.  As  they  were  daily  ex« 
pected  on  the  coa^t,  the  EUiglish  admiral  stationed  liis 
ships  rn  such  a  manner  that  the  enemy  could  not  pass 
unobserved.    Here  he  patiently  waited  for  them  till  the 
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1st  of  September,  when  (he  want  of  water  obliged  him 

to  put  Into  Trincomale,  having  first  taken  the  p*'ecau(ion 

to  difipatch  the  Kevenge,  a  frigate  belonging  to  the  Ea>t 

India  Company,  to  cruize  of  Ceylon,  and  to  give  notice 

ot'the  enemy's  approach. 

The  admiral's  force  now  consisted  of  the  folio wi»{ 
ships  :— 

Slkipa.  Guna.  Cummanden. 

c  George  Pocock,  vice-admiral 
Yarmouth C8  <      of  the  Red. 

(Captain  J.  Harrison.  ' 

r  Charles  Steveiis,  rjear-adnni* 
Grafloii...,.....68<^     ral  of  the  kedi  , 

( Captain  Rich.  Kernpenfell^ 
Elizabeth  ......64. .,•,,. .R.  Tiddiman. 

Tiger...-- 60. -^V-,---W.  ^rcrefoi^. 

6uiid^rlat)d . . ,  -  - .  60.  ...... .  Hon .  J.  Col  vilk. 

Weymouth 60. ....... Sir  W.Baird.    . 

.  •,     ,  ■  •   .  '      '  .      '     '       '  '    ' 

Cumberland-. ... 58. .......  J.  S.  Somerset. 

Newcastle .50.--..,-.C.  Michie. 

Salisbury 50.  -,.....  Digby  Dent. 

Queenborough  .  -20. ....--.  —  Kirk^ 

At  ten  in  the  momii^g  of  the  2d  of  September,  i 
Frehth  frigate  was  observed  in  chace  of  the.  Revenge, 
and  their  whole  fleet  was  soon  afterwards  observed  from 
the  mast-head.  In  force  it  was  consid^bly  superior  to  | 
the  English  squadron^  as  appears  from  the  annexed  stale* 
Hient:-^. 

Shipi. 


Le  i^odiaque... 


Cum.  ,     Commandera. 

^  Comte  D'Ach^,  admiral. 

\  M.  Gotho,  first  captain 
■■•'''^'j  Chevalier  de    Montegil.j 

^    second  captain. 
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Slupl. 

Le  Minotaure. 


Oani. 
.....74 


{ 


Le  Comie  de  Provence... 7  i- . 

Le  Centaurc •••74'. 

JL'Actif 64., 

Le  Vcngcur -  -()4. . 

L'lllustrc 64.. 

La  Fortune.. l.*.'i.'i.. -.64-. 

ILe  Due  D'Or  leans 60., 

St.  Louis ....... .60.. 


Commanden. 

M.  L'Aiguille,  chef  d'es- 

cadre, 
M.  le  Chaire. 
.M.  Surville,  senior. 
.M.  Bauchdne. 
M.  de  Palliere. 
M.  de  Ruis. 
M.  de  Lohry. 
M.  Surville  junior. 
M  Joannis. 
M.  Bouvet. 


-e  Due  de  Bourgogne.  .fiO-  . 
Sylphide ......... .36.  . 

.aDiligente... 24.. 


Notwithstanding  the  advantage  on  the  part  of  th« 
enemy,  Admiral  Pococic  immediately  made  the  signal 
}r  a  general  chace,  and  stood  towards  the  enemy  with 
kll  the  sail  his  ships  could  carry.  The  frigate  which  was 
ichace  of  the  Revenge  no  sooner  discovered  the  British 
:{uadron,  than  she  tacked  and  rejoined  her  companions. 
^be  French  commander,  althoogh  so  superior  in  force^ 
Jged  off,  and  endeavored  to  steal  away  undiscovered 
iixler  favor  of  the  m'ght ;  and  the  wind  lulling,  Mr.  Po- 
ck could  not  overtake  him.     As  it  now  grew  dark, 
|ie  Revenge  was  ordered  to  sail  to  the  south ^east,  and, 
possible,  not  to  lose  sight  of  I  he  enemy.    About  eleven 
night  the  Revenge  made  the  signal  for  discovering 
kera,  on  which  Ihie  whole  squadron  bore  down  under  a 
fess  of  sail.     A  violent  squall  coming  on,  once  more 
^appointed  the  hope  ofbringing  the  enemy  to  an  en- 
;ement,  and  obliged  the  English  fteet  to  bring-to  and 
|ew  their  top-sails. 
5 
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At  day-Ii^ht  of  the.  3d,  the  French  squadron  was  again 
discovered  at  the  disjanjce  of  *  five  or  six  leagues.  Ad- 
miral Pocock  inimediafte,l3(  gai^e  chace;  and  continued  to 
gain  upon  the  eqemy.;  M^.D'Aph^  findiog^it  dapgeroui 
to  trust  eQ^J9;ely  to  therSwiflnes^  of  his  ships, .  formed  in 
line  of  battle ;  oi^  which  the  adniiral  likewise  made  the 
signal  for  the  line  oC  battle,  and  stood  for  the  centre  of 
the  enemy's  squadron,  which  kept  under  way,  and  ap* 
peared  to  go  before  the  wind.  The  wind  failing  as  ihe 
^  day  advanced*  and  the  Newcastle  and  Tiger  being  very 
bad  sailers,  it  was  neac  sun-set  Jbefore  the  line  was  comi 
pleteiy  formed. 

In  this  position  it  was  hoped  that  the  enemy  might  be 
brought  to  an  engagement,  but  M.  D'Ach^  had  no  such 
intention.  His  design  was  to  avoid  the  danger  of  a  close 
chace  by  forming  the  lioei^  and  to  cause  his  antagonist  to 
lose  his  time  in  doing  the  satte^  in.  theexpectattoo  that  a 
favocable. breeze ornigbt might  iniesvene^ t6  r«actte him 
from  bU  inveterate  pursuers.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan, 
when,  about  a  quarter  aCier  five,  the  Engliab  siiaadfoo 
waineady  abreaat  of  the  enemy,  they  wore,  and  cane 
to  j^iei  wind  on  the  other  tack;  on, which  our  shipt tacked, 
the  rear  fic8t»  and  stood  away  in  a  direction  parallel  with 
ihe<.  enemy,  at  the  distance  .ef  four  miles.  They  had 
littte  wind  till  near.tei^  when  a  fresh  gale  sprung  up 
from,  the  north- west.  The  admiral  ordered  his  ships  to  | 
haul  closeito  the  wind  under  top-sails,  and  to  form  the 
line  a-head.  This  shit)  of  the  wind  brought  the  enemjr  | 
astein,  and,  a  little^  oo  the  weather^quarter  of  the  English  { 
line.  The  weather  proving  hazy^  they  soon,  disappear' 
ed,  though  the,  Revenge  used  every  exertion  to  keep  I 
them  in  sight.  Running  a«head  the  next  morning,  she 
made  a  signal  for  seeing  four  sail,  vvhich  the  squadroo 
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Mvis  immediately  ordered  (o  chace :  but  nfter  she  hours, 
seeing  no  more  than  two  '^Jiips,  and  concluding  they  did 
not  belong  to  M.  D'Ache's  squadron,  the  admiral  called 
in  the  Revenge,  and  stood  to  the  northward,  under  the 
idea  that  (he  French  had  stood  away  for  Poridtcherry. 
He,  therefore,  made  all  the  sail  he  could  for  that  port^ 
and  arrived  in  the  ofHng  eight  hours  before  M.  D'Ach^.- 

It  V  as  early  in  the  morning  on  the  8th,  when  Admiral 
Pocock  arrived  off  Pondicherry.  No  ships  were  then  in 
the  road,  but  at  one  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered towards  the  south-east,  standing  to  the  south- 
ward  with  the  sea-breeae.  To  prevent  their  passing 
tlie  English  squadron,  a  good  k»r»k-out  was  kept  the  fol« 
lowing  night.  At  two  in  the  afternoon  of  (he  IHh,  the 
wind  springing  up,  tiie  admiral  made  the  signal  for  a 
general  chace.  Al  four  the  enemy  formed  in  a  line  of 
battle  abreast,  and  bore  down  upon  him  ;  but  night  ad* 
vancing,  they  seiied  the  opportunity  to  sheer  off.  The 
Revenge  was,  in  consequence,  ordered  to  watch  their 
motions,  and  at  six  in  the  morning  of  the  lOth*  the 
French  squadron  was  discovered  at  the  distance  of  eight- 
or  nine  miles,  formed  in  a  line  of  battle  ahead  on  the 
starboard  tack.  The  English  admiral  bore  down  upon 
them  in  a  line  of  battle  abreast ;  but  at  ten  the  enen|y 
wore  and  formed  the  line  arhead  on  the  larboard  tack; 
At  eleven  the>  English  squadron  did  the  same,  and  kept 
edgi  n  gdown  upon  them.  Rear-admiral  Stevens,  who 
led,  began  the  engagement,  and  about  two  in  tlie  after- 
noon, the  Yarmouth  being  nearly  abreast  of  the  French 
admiral's  second  in  the  rear,  and  within  musket-sbot« 
M.  D'Ach^  made  the  signal  for  battle.  Admiral  Fok* 
cock  immediately  did  the  same,  and  the  engagement  be- 
came general.    The  two  squadrons  continued  to  can* 
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nonade  each  other  wilh  great  fury,  and  the  action  was* 
maintained  with  great  braveiy  on  both  sides  till  four, 
when  M.  D*Ache  having  received  a  wound  which  ren- 
dered him  insensible  ;  and  his  first  captain,  M.  GotLo, 
being  killed,  the  officer  next  in  command  on  board  the 
Zodiaque  wore  the  ship  to  join  the  rear,  which  now  be- 
gan to  give  way.    Captain  Colvilie,  in  the  Sunderland, 
had  some  time  before  got  up  and  engaged   their  stern- 
inost  ship.     The  rest  of  the  French  squadron  mistaking 
the  movement  of  the  Zodiaque  for  flight,  bore  away  willi 
911  the  sail  they  could  crowd.     Admiral  Pocock  conti- 
nued to  pursue  them  till  dark,  when  he  ordered  the  Re- 
venge to  observe  their  motions,  and  brought'to  with  his 
squadron  on  the  larboard  tack,  in  order  that  the  disabled 
ships  might  repair  their  damages.     The  Tiger  had  her 
mizen-mast  and  maintop-mast  shot  away,  and  the  ship 
was  otherwise  much  disabled.      The  Newcastle  was 
n)uch  damaged  in  her  masts,  yard^^,  and  rigging ;  and 
those  of  the  Grafton  and  Elizabeth  had  sustained  consi* 
derable  injury.     The  Weymouth  and  Sunderland  were 
lite  only  ships  f  hat  had  not  suffered,  as  they  could  not 
get  properly  into  action,  because  M.  D'Ach^  began  to 
i^ngage  before  they  could  close,  so  that  they  were  ex- 
cluded from  any  share  in  the  conflict,  the  whole  brunt 
of  which,  till  towards  the  conclusion,  was  borne  by  only 
seven  ships  of  the  English  squadron. 

In  this  engagement  the  loss  on  both  sides  was  very 
great.  On  boaiu  ihe  English  fleet  1 1 8  men  were  killed 
snd  451  wounded,  of  whom  sixty-eight  died  soon  after 
the  action.  Among  the  former  were  Captaiir  Michie  of 
the  Newcastle,  Captain  Gore  and  Lieutenant  Redshaw 
of  the  marines,  and  Lieutenant  Elliot  of  the  Tiger. 
C»ptain  Somerset  of  the  Cumberland,  and  Captain 
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Brereton  of  the  Tiger  were  wounded.  The  loss  of  lh« 
enemy  amounted  to  I  jOO  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  former  were  M.  Gotho,  captain  of  Zodiaque,  and 
M.  Surville  of  the  Centaure.  The  commander  in 
chief,  M.  D'Aclie,  was  severely  wounded. 


At  day -light  on  the  1  Ith  the  enemy  were  discovered 
}ying-to,  at  the  distance  of  about  four  leagues;  but  on 
discovering  the  English  squadron,  they  immediately 
wore  and  brought-k>  on  the  Cftntrary  tack.  In  the  even- 
ing they  had  got  almost  out  of  sight,  and  the  wind  sprinj;- 
ing  up  to  the  eastward,  the  British  adnnral  stood  away 
for  Negapatam,  before  which  place  he  continued  cruizo 
ing  till  the  ]5th.  He  then  came  to  an  anchor  in  4lie 
foad,  where  he  continued  till  the  26th,  when  he  onc^ 
more  put  to  sea  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  ^41 

On  the  27th  the  French  ships  were  discovered  at  an* 
<:hor  under  the  guns  of  Pondicherry,  and  drawn  up  ih  a 
line  of  battle.  On  the  appearance  of  the  British  tle^ 
M.  D'Ach^  got  under  weigh,  and  being  desirous  to 
avoid  an  actiun,  he  stood  to  the  southward  under  a  presf 
of  sail.  The  state  of  his  sl^ips,  and  the  wantof  provi^ 
sions,  prevented  Admiral  Pocock  from  pursuing  the 
French  squadron,  and  lie  returned  to  Madras,  where  he 
came  to  an  anchor  the  following  day.  On  the  17tb  o/ 
October  he  set  sail  for  > Bombay,  and  on  the  ISlhwai 
joined  by  Rear-admiral  Cornish,  with  a  reintorcement 
of  ships  from  Englai.d. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  year  an  occurrence  look 
place  in  Bengal,  which  reflected  great  honor  on  the  con- 
duct of  Captains  Wilson,  Forrester,  and  Sampson,  of 
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(he  CalcuUa,  Duke  of  Ek>rset  and  Hardwicke  East  In- 
diamen,  each  of  which  carried  26  guns.     The  governor 
of  Batavia  had  sent  seven  large  armed  ressels,  the  Vlies- 
singen  Bleisw^ke,  and  Wilgeleager,  of  36  guns  eacli; 
the  Princess  of.Orange,  Elizabeth,  Dorothea,  and  Wae- 
leld,  oi  27,  and  the  De  Mossal  of  16  guns,  with  a  great 
number  of  trooj>s,  under  the  pretext  of  reinforcing  tlie 
Dutch  garrison  at  Chinsura.     Soon  after  he  had  eniered 
the  Ganges,  the  commodore,  however,  thought  fit  to  de- 
tain,several  English  ships  which  were  going  down,  and 
tmong  the  rest  the  Calcutta.     Her  commander.  Captain 
Wilson,  imm^diateijf  represented  the  conduct  of  the 
Dutch  to  Colonel  Clive,  who  immediately  ordered  the 
Captains  Forre4er  and  Sampson  of  the  Duke  of  Dorset 
and  Hardwicke,  which  were  tlie  only  ships  belonging  to 
ihe  company  then  in  the  river,  to  proceed  down  with  all 
possible  expedition,  and  revenge  the  insuli,  by  aKacking 
the  Dutch  ships.     His  instructions  were  promptly  obey- 
«d.     Notwithstanding  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  the 
two  East  Indiaroen  bore  down  upon  them,  and  the  ac- 
tion was  commenced  with  great  intrepidity  by  Captain 
Forrester.     He  was  soon  supported  by  his  brave  com- 
paiitons,  who  attacked  the  enemy  with  such  fury,  that 
two  of  the  Dutch  ships  soon  slipped  their  cables  and  fled, 
and  a  third  was  driven  on  shore.     The  Dutch  commo- 
dore, unable  to  resist  the  impetuosity  of  his  assailants, 
struck  his  colors,  and  his  example  was  followed  by  two 
other  ships  of  the  squadron.    The  seventh  cut  her  cable 
and  attempted  to  escape  down  the  river,  but  was  inter- 
cepted in  her  flight  by  the  Orford  and  Royal  George, 
which  had  just  arrived.     The  loss  on  board  the  Dutch 
ships  was  not  ascertained,  bat  the  slaughter  must  have 
been  considerable,  as  upwards  of  thirty  dead  bodies 
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were  thrown  overboard  out  of  one  vessel  only  after  the 
action.  On  the  part  of  the  Engh'sh  net  a  single  life  wai 
lost.  This  affair  was  soon  afterwards  adjusted.  The 
Dutch  paid  100,0001.  for  the  damages  sustained  by  the 
English,  on  which  the  captured  ships  were  restored. 


ENGAGEMENT  OFF  THE  ISLE  OF  MAX. 

At  ihe  conclusion  of  the  year  1759,  a  small  squadron 
had  been  fitted  out  at  Dunkirk,  fdr  the  purp ^^e  of 
making  a  descent  on  some  part  of  the  British  coast 
where  it  was  least  expected.  It  consisted  of  the  Ma- 
rechal  de  Bellisle  of  44  guns,  the  Bijou  of  36,  La  Blonde 
of  32,  La  Terpsichore  of  26,  f\nd  L'Amaranthe  of  24 
guns,  which  had  on  board  1900  land  forces.  The  com- 
mand of  this  armament  was  given  to  M.  Thurot,  an  en« 
terprizing  odicer,  who  seized  an  opportunity  wheri  the 
English  squadron,  by  which  he  was  blocked  up,  wai^ 
blown  from  its  station,  slipped  out  of  Dunkirk^  andaf* 
rived  at  Bergen  in  Norway.  The  Bijou  having  rece^^ 
ed  some  damage  on  the  passage,  returned  to  Franc^j 
and  soon  after  he  sailed  from  Bergen,  the  Amaranthe 
parted  company  and  proceeded  to  St.  Malo. 

On  the  21  St  of  March  1760,  M.  Thurot  with  the  other 
three  ships  appeared  off  Carrickfergus  in  Ireland,  and 
after  landing  his  troops  attacked  the  place.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Jennings  with  a  few  invalids  made  a  spirited  de- 
fence, but  was  soon  obliged  to-^ubmit  to  the  bold  ad- 
venturer. Having  laid  the  town  under  contribution, 
and  procured  a  supply  of  provisions,  of  which  they  were 
in  great  want,  the  enemy  spiked  the  guns  in  the  ibrt,  re- 
embarked  and  departed,  leaving  behind  them  M.  Flo- 
bert,  the  general  of  the  land  forces^  who  had  b€«a 
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wounded  in  the  attack.  Meanwhile  CapU^j  Elliott  of 
the  ^olas,  which,  with  the  Pallas  and  Brilliant,  wai 
then  lying  at  Ktnsale,  received  intelligence  that  M.  Thu* 
Vt»t  was  on  the  coaitt,  and  immediately  pat  to  sea  in 
quest  of  him.  The  ibrce  of  Captain  £lliott*s  little  squ» 
dron  was  as  follows : 


Shipt.  Cans.         Men. 

;£otos ».;.S2....229. 

jranasa  •  •  •.•  ■  •  ••  3o«  •  •  •  £'ti\ta 
Brilliant .36 240. 


Commanden. 

..Capt.  John  Elliot. 
....••  M.Clements. 
,...^^.  James  Logic. 
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On  the  24th  of  March,  Captain  Elliott  sailed  from 
Rinsale,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  26th  made  the  en- 
irance  of  the  harbor  of  Carrickfergus,  but  was  prevent- 
ed  from  entering  it  by  contrary  wind  and  bad  weather. 
i.^tHboat  four  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  ships  disco- 
^^ered  the  French  squadron,  consisting  of  the  following 
Vessels ; —  , 


Ships.  Gum.  Smmti.  Soldiers.         Conaunden. 

li6MarechalBell-7  .       ^^^     ^„^    «#  i^l      . 
..  r44.^226..430^M.  Thurot. 

4U  Blonde » .  36.  .200.  .200.  .M.  La  Caisse. 

La  Terpsichore .  •  . .  24.  ...60...  1 70...  M.  Desraudais. 

^HiMaa*.     ..«i««^     •.»..«.  _^ 

im     486     800 


The  enemy  when  first  discovered  were  bearing  nortl 
■ward,  towards  Scotland,  close  by  the  w'lnd ;  but  on 
ceiving  the  English  ships,  they  change  i  their  course  iol 
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the  southward,  in  the  hope  of  escaping,  upon  which 
Captain  Elliott  pursued,  and  about  six  came  op  with 
Ihem.  About  nine,  being  then  ofTthe  Isle  of  Man,  Cap* 
tain  Elliott  got  alongside  the  French  commodore,  who, 
after  an  obstinate  action  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  surrender- 
ed. Three  ofhis  men  were  killed  in  attempting  to  strike 
the  colors,  which  was  not  done  till  some  minutes  afler 
M.  Thurot's  orders  to  that  effect  were  given,  and  during 
this  interval  he  himself  was  killed.  La  Blonde,  foltow- 
ing  the  example  uf  the  Bellisle,  likewise  struck ;  on 
which  the  Terpsichore  endeavored  to  escape,  but  was 
pursued  by  the  Pallas,  which  soon  came  up  with  and  ' 
took  her.  In  this  action,  which  was  fought  between  the 
Mull  of  Galloway  and  the  Isle  of  Man,  in  view  of  that 
island  and  of  the  Scotch  and  Irish  sliores,  the  loss  on 
board  the  English  was  five  men  killed  and  thirty-one 
wounded.  The  enemy  had  about  300  men  killed  and 
wounded,  among  whom  were  several  officers  beside* 
the  commander.  The  ships  were  all  greatly  disabled^ 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  Bellisle,  which  had 
suffered  most,  was  carried  into  the  harbor  of  Ramsay,  in 
the  Isle  of  Man.  Having  refitted.  Captain  Elliott  pro- 
ceeded to  Plymouth  with  his  prices,  of  which  the  Blonde 
and  Terpsichore  were  added  to  the  royal  navy.  The 
thanks  of  the  Irish  parliament  were  unanimously  voted 
to  the  three  gallant  captains  for  the  services  they  had 
performed  on  this  occasion. 


ACnON  OFF  LISBON. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  the  Flamborough,  commanded 
by  Captains  Kennedy  and  Skinner,  gped  from  Lisbon 
on  a  cruise,  and  on  the  4th  of  April  Captain  Kennedy 
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discovered  four  sail.  He  immediately  made  a  signal  for 
having  discovered  an  «nemy  to  Captain  Skinner,  wlu) 
was  then  Ihree  miles  to  leeward,  on  which  he  stood  to- 
wards ihem,  and  soon  came  within  gun-shot  of  the  head- 
most,  which  brought-to  about  five  in  the  afternoon. 
He  fired  several  shots  to  invite  her  to  action,  ^'d  at  the 
same  time  hoisted  his  colors.  About  half  an  hour  after- 
wards the  slernmost  brought-to.  Captain  Kenneily 
now  plainly  perceived  that  they  were  French  frigates, 
two  of  which,  on  a  signal  from  the  other,  immediately 
Tnade  the  best  of  their  way.  They  soon  aAerwarch 
hoisted  French  colors,  on  which  liie  Flamborough  edged 
awav,  and  at  six  joined  her  consort,  when  the  eneinv 
instantly  hauled  their  wind,  and  stood  to  the  eastward. 
Notwithstanding  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and 
although  there  v»ere  several  other  ships  in  view,  to  whom 
they  appeared  to  be  making  signals,  the  brave  British 
captains  wasted  no  time  in  consultation ;  but  the  only 
question  between  them,  when  sufficiently  near  lo  hear 
each  other,  was :  "  Shall  we  engage  ?"  This  they  were 
not  long  in  deciding,  and  the  word  was :  "  Now  for 
honor  !*'  The  crews  of  the  English  ships  then  saluted 
each  other  with  three  cheers,  and  stood  in  a  line  towards 
)lhe  Frenchmen,  who  seeing  this,  hauled  up,  and  obliged 
the  English  to  make  the  attack. 

At  a  quarter  before  seven,  the  Flamborough  came  up 
with  the  sternmost  ship,  which  immediately  poured  a 
broadside  into  her.  This  was  immediately  returned  by 
Captain  Kennedy,  who,  leaving  his  antagonist  to  the 
Biddeford,  kept  after  the  headmost  ship  to  prevent  her 
escape.  Having  overtaken  her,  he  lost  no  time  in  bring- 
ing her  to  a  clc^nb^ action,  which  was  continued  for  two 
hours  with  great  spirit  on  both  sides.    By  this  time  the 
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mastii.  rigging  and  sails  of  (he  Flamborough  were  very 
much  shattered,  most  of  ti.e  running  rigging  was  cut  (o 
pieces,  and  not  a  brace  nor  bow-line  left  to  jjovern  the 
sails.  Tlie  hull  likewise  received  several  shut  Setween 
wind  and  water,  which  were  timely  secured.  I'he  firing 
now  ceased  on  both  sides  for  half  an  hour,  during  which 
interval  new  braces  were  received,  and  the  damages  the 
ship  had  sustained  were  repaired  in  the  best  manner 
possible.  The  engagement  was  then  renewed,  and  con- 
tinued with  unabated  fury  iV\  eleven  at  night,  when  th« 
enemy's  fire  began  to  slacken.  The  Frenchman  now 
made  all  the  sail  he  could,  and  used  every  exertion  to 
make  her  escape,  which,  from  her  superiority  in  point  of 
tailing,  she  was  enabled  to  effect.,  The  Flamborough 
did  not  desisi  froin  the  pursuit  till  noon  the  next  day, 
when  he  returned  to  Lisbon  t(»  refit. 

Meanwhile  the  Biddeford,  having  closed  with  the 
commodore  about  seven.  Captain  Skinner  commenced  a 
furious  and  well-directed  attack ;  bui  half  an  hour  after* 
wards  this  gallant  ofHcer  was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball, 
while  standing  on  the  arms  chest  to  inspect  the  opera- 
tions of  his  people,  and  to  animate  them  by  his  applause 
and  example.  Lieutenant  Knollis  then  succeeded  to 
the  command,  and  with  great  coolne.  s  and  bravery  di- 
rected the  action  tilt  eight,  when  he  fell,  after  having  re- 
ceived a  second  shot  in  his  body.  He  was  carried  be- 
low, apparently  lifeless.  The  crew,  not  discouraged 
by  these  losses,  but  rather  inspired  with  increased  fury, 
kept  up  a  most  tremendous  fire,  which  was  returned 
wiih  equal  spirit  by  the  enemy.  The  command  now 
devolved  on  Mr.  Stace  the  master.  The  engagement 
was  maintained  with  unabated  obstinacy,  and  their  ap- 
peared to  be  on  each  side  a  hard  struggle  for  victory. 
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The  crew  of  llie  BidJcford  became  more  cool  nr/i 
Ateady ;  a  principle  of  duty  took  the  place  of  rage,  ami 
they  fought,  if  possible,  better  than  before;  one  pM^i 
v)/iijg  with  another,  gun  with  gun,  and  platoon  wilh  pU- 
loon,  which  should  send  (he  quickest  and  surest  deslruc* 
lion  on  the  fi)C.  Numbers  of  the  wounde<l  men  even 
returned  to  their  ({uarters  as  soon  as  the  surgcoti  had 
dressed  their  wfmnds,  which  business  was  expediliojsly 
performed.  The  enemy,  going  large  under  an  easy  sail, 
kepi  fairly  abreast  of  the  Biddeford  during  the  whole 
action*  so  that  the  latter  bad  no  occasion  to  touch  a 
brace  or  a  bow-line,  which  were  all  shot  to  piecei. 
About  ten  their  fire  slackened  apace;  one  gu.)  became 
silent  after  another,  till  at  length  they  scarcely  made  any 
return,  not  discharging  above  four  guns  during  the  last 
quarter  of  an  hour,  though  very  near,  and  receiving  (he 
whole  fire  of  the  Biddeford.  The  English  now  judged 
that  their  antagonist  was  going  to  strike ;  instead  of 
which,  he  was  preparing  for  flight,  and  at  half  past  (en 
made  off  wilh  every  rag  of  sail  he  could  set.  The  Bid- 
deford then  poured  into  him  a  whole  broadside  and  a 
volley  of  small  arms,  which  were  the  last  guns  that  could 
be  brought  to  bear  on  him.  Mr.  Stace  attempted  to 
pursue  the  enemy,  but  the  rigging,  masts,  and  yards 
were  so  shattered  and  disabled,  that  the  ship  was  under 
no  government.  The  enemy,  therefore,  went  a  head 
very  fast,  and  in  half  an  hour  she  disappeared. 

It  was  afterwards  found  that  the  vessels  which  (lie 
Flamboroqgh  and  Biddeford  had  so  gallantly  engaged 
were  two  frigates.  La  Malicieuse  of  .36  guns  and  .'iOO 
men,  commanded  by  M.  de  Goimpy,  and  L*Ophale  of 
32  guns  and  2£L0  men>  commanded  by  the  Marquis 
D'Ars. 
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In  Ihisobstinaleconflictlhe  Flamborough  had  live  men 
killed  and  ten  wounded.  The  Biddeford  besides  losing 
her  gallant  caf'^in,  had  nine  killed  and  twenty-six 
wounded.  The  brave  Lieutenant  Knollis,  wiio  was 
among  the  latter,  died  a  few  days  after  the  action,  at 
Lishon.  He  was  interred  in  the  British  burial-ground, 
in  that  place,  together  with  his  lamented  commander, 
of  whom  it  has  been  observed,  that  no  man  holding 
^uch  a  private  rank  in  the  navy,  ever  fell  more  generally 
or  more  sincerely  deplored,  as  well  on  account  of  th© 
gallantry  displayed  in  the  last  rction  of  his  life,  at  the 
many  virtues  which  adorned  his  private  life. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year,  1760,  Captain  Byron  was 
$cnt  from  England  with  a  small. squadron  to  demolish 
the  fortifications  of  Loulsburg.  While  employed  in 
tliat  service,  he  received  information  that  several  French 
itliips  of  war  and  store-ships  dispatched  from  France  to 
relieve  the  garrison  of  Montreal,  to  which  the  English 
had  laid  seige,  were  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Chaleur.  He 
accordingly  proceeded  to  that  place  with  his  own  ship, 
the  Fame,  of  74,  the  Repulse,  of  32,  and  the  Scarbo- 
rough, of  24  guns.  On  the  24'lh  of  June  he  entered  the 
bay.,  and  discovered  the  French  ships  at  anchor.  On 
liis  approach  they  retired  higher  up  the  bay,  landed 
their  men,  and  began  to  erect  batteries  on  the  shore,  to 
prevent  his  passage  up  the  channel,  which  was  very 
narrow  and  shallow.  Captain  Byron,  however,  order- 
ed his  ships  to  be  lightened,  when  they  were  with  some 
diiliculty  warped,  within  gun-shot  of  the  enemy,  who 
set  fire  to  their  vessels,  and  escaped  on  the  shore.  The 
batteries  were  soon  silenced,  and  a  body  of  seamen  and 
marines  being  landed,  they  destroyed  the  forliHcaliuns, 
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together  with  twenty  sail  of  schooners^  stoops,  and 
small  privateers.  The  sliips  burned  by  the  enemy,  were 
the  Mecbault,  of  32,  the  Bienfaisant,  of  22,  and  the 
^'arquis  de  Marloze,  of  )6  guns. 


ACTION  NEAR  PORT  AU  PAIX,  ST.  DOMINGO. 

In  the  West  Indies  Rear-admiral  Holmes,  who  had 
succeeded  Vice-admiral  Cotes  in  the  command  on  that 
8ta^''on,  being  informed  Ihfft  a  convoy  of  frigates  and 
merchant-vessels  was  expected  to  sail  from  Cape  Fran- 
'jois,  in  the  month  of  October,  he  dispatched  three  ships 
of  his  squadron  to  intercept  them.     TheSb  were : 


ships. 

Hampshire.. 
Boreas..... 
Lively 


Guns.  Men.  Commanderti 

..50. ...300  Capt.  C.  Norbury. 
..28. ...200  •••.  S.  Uvedale. 
..20....160  ..••  F.MaitIaiKl« 


98         660        V 

On  the  17  th  of  October,  at  sun- rise,  these  ships 
discovered  the  enemy's  convoy«  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing ships : 


Siiipt,  Oun^ 

Sirenne. . 32. . . 

Ducde  Choiseul.32... 
Prince  Edward.  .'32. . , 
Fleur  de  Lys....S2.., 
VaIeur.......--20.- 


Men.  Commanders. 

-280  Commodore  M'Carlie 
.  1 80  M.  de  Bellevan. 
.  1 80  M.  de  T>iibois. 
.  1 80  M.  de  Duguarty. 
,-160M.  Talbot. 
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The  English  ships  immediately  gave  chace,  but  their- 
utmost  efforts  were  baffled  during  the  whole  of  the  day 
by  light  and  variable  winds,  so  (hdt  they  neared  the 
^nemy  vel'y  ilowly.  In  the  evening  the  breeze  fresh- 
ened, and  bfdught  them  up  fast  with  the  chace.  At 
twelve  at  night  the  Boreas  being  the  head  most  ship,  got 
alongside' the  Sirenne.  They  engaged  with  great  fury 
for  half  an  hour,  when  the  Sirenne  declined  the  action^ 
shot  a-head,  and  erideavored  to  escape.  *  The  Boreas 
was  80  disabled'  in  h^r  siiits  and  rigging,  that  Captain 
Uvcdale  could'  tidt'  again  close  with  the  French  commo* 
dore  till  two  in  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day,  when  a  vt- 
gort)us  action  I'e-commenced  off  the  east  end  of  Cuba« 
utd  continued  till' neiir  five,  when  the  ^eroy  struck. 

At  the  Htnie Captain  Uvedale  first  engaged  the  Sirenne, 
he  Was  to  th^'northward  of  thw  Hampshire  and  Lively^ 
which  Were  in  chace  of  the  other  four  frigates,  that  wer^ 
making'  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  southward ;  but  the 
night  being  dark  and  squally,  they  were  only  able  to 
hep  sight  oTthem. 

Oh  the  l^h,  al  clay-light,  the  enemy  were  six  miles 
a-head  of  the  Lively,  making  every  possible  exertion  tci 
reach  the  west  end  of  Ifortuga,  and  to  get  into  Port  an 
PiiX.  Th^  Lively,  whose  crew  plied  their  oars  witb 
great  alacrity,  was  considerably  a-head  of  the  Hamp* 
shire,  and  got  up  alongside  the  Valeur,  the  sterhmosi 
of  the  enemy  at  half  past  seven.  Captain  Maitland 
immediately  brought  her  to  action,  and  afler  an  ob- 
stinate contest  of  an  hour  and  a  half  the  Valeur 
struck. 

Th6  Hampshire  meahvVhile  continued  in  chace  of  the 
other  thriee  fHgates,  and  a  breeze  springing  up,  sho 

VOL.  II,  K 


iU 


tHE  BRITISH  trident; 


gamed  upon  them  so  fast,  that  between  two  and  three 
in  the  afternoon  she  got  between  the  two  headmost  ships, 
the  Duke  de  Choiseuil  and  tho  Prinze  Edward,  and 
opened  her  fire  upon  them.  The  former  havhig  the 
advantage  of  the  wind,  made  good  her  retreat  and  es- 
caped into  P^rt  au  Paix;  the  other  ran  a-shore  about 
two  leagues  to  leeward,  ,and  struck  her  colors,  but  just 
as  the  crew  of  the  Hampshire  were  preparing  to  take 
possession,  the  enemy  set  her  on  fire,  and  she  blew  up. 
^  On  the  morning  of  the  IQth^  the  Hampshire  having 
the  Lively  and  her  prize  in  company,  made  sail  towards 
Fresh- wate**  Bay,  situated  a  little  to  the  leeward  of  Port 
au  Paix,  with  a  view  to  take  or  destroy  the  Fleur  de  Lis, 
Che  sternmost  of  the  three  frigates,  she  had  chased  the 
day  before,  but  on  the  approach  of  the  English  ships, 
she  was  likewise  set  on  fire  and  blown  up  by  the  enemy. 
Three  of  these  vessels  were  kirig's  frigates ;  the  other 
two  belonged  to.  merchants,  and  they  were  all  laden 
with  indigo  and  sugar. 

In  this  encounter  the  Sirenhe  had  eighty  men  killed 
and  wounded.  On  board  the  Valeur,  a  lieutenant  and 
thirty-seven  men  were  killed,  and  the  captain*  master, 
*nd  twenty-three  men  wounded.  The  loss  on  board 
both  the  English  ships  which  were  engaged,  amounted 
only  to  three  men  killed  and  one  wounded. 


During  the  remainder  of  the  year  no  other  naval  trans- 
action of  importance  occurred.  On  the  27  th  cf  October 
King  George  II  died  suddenly,  at  Kensington,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  grandson,  his  present  majesty. 
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At  this  period  (he  state  of  the  royal  navy  was  as  fol- 
lows:—   ' ,  ' 

Of  the  Line.     Of50-gans.     frigates.    Total. 

Incos?missIon..99 19 106,... 224 

In  ordinary.. ^^20........  7. ....  27 

Building 17..... i..       ....   17 

, Total 136  96  106        268 

Sloop,  fire-ships,  bomb-ketches,  cutters,  &c.  7  .^^ 
about  •......••..••....^•.....•••••i 

TQtal—.  96gi 
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fiA  VA  L  TJ^ANSACTION^, 

PllOM   17^0    TO   THE   PEACE    Of    IT^S. 


Various  Actions— Expedition  against  Belleisle— Squadron  undtr 
Ga^ain  Matthew  Buckle— Detachment  of  Ships  sent  under  Sir 
Thoraits  -Stanhope— Squadron  saik  for  the  W«st  Indiea,  under 
JEtear-admiral  Rodnej— Fleet  under  Vice*adiniral  Saunder»» 
^qutMiMMmMMknT  Commodore  Lord  Colvill,  in  Korth  America 
— I3>o*  at  the  Leeward  Islands,  under  Commodore  Sir  James 
Douglas—Fleet  cent  under  Rear-admiral  Rodney,  on  an  Ex- 
pedition against  Martinique — Squadron  under  Reai-admiral 
Holmes,  at  Jamaica— Fleet  in  the  East  Indies,  under  Rear- 
« admirals  Stevens  and  Cornish— Do.  undejf  Commodore  Tiddt* 
man — Squadron  under  Commodore  Sp^t—Do.  under  Commo- 
dore Peter  Dennis-:Fleet  sent  in  ques^  of  M.  de  Temay,  undei 
Sir  Edward   Hawke— Snuadron   unH»"-  '"* -  »'>-o   wt-.««^ 

Fleet  under  Sir  Charles  Hardy— Do.  under  Sir  Charles  Snanders 
— Do.  under  Rear-admiral  R6^diiey — Do.  under  Sir  Georgt 
Pocock— Do.  under  Vice-admiral  Cornish. 

As  our  naval  history  now  becomes  more  interesting, 
(this  being  about  the  period  of  his  present  majesty's  ac- 
cession to  tlie  throne)  our  descriptions  will  consequenl> 
]y  be  more  copious,  and,  at  the  end  of  each  chap* 
ter,  biographical  sketches  of  particularly  eminent 
commanders,  shall  be  occasionally  introduced :  thus,  by 
dwelling  upon  recent  occurrences,  and  preserving  the 
memories  of  illustrious  heroes,  whose  bright  achieve* 
menls  have  adorned  the  British  flag,  we  trust  our  Regis* 
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ter  of  Naval  Actions  will  not  only  gratify  the  readers  of 
the  present  day,  but  be  to  posterity  "  An  Abstract 
and  Brief  Chronicle  of  the  Times." 
*  The  channel  fleet  under  the  command  of  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  kept  its  station  in  Quiberon  Bay,  and  continued 
to  block  up  the  French  ships  of  war,  in  the,  river  Vilaine, 
until  the  2d  of  January,  when,  taking  the  advantage  of 
an  extreme  dark  night  and  a  favorable  wind,  and  though 
closely  pursued  by  a  squadron  detached  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Sambier,  they  effected  their  escape 
into  Brest.  So  large  a  fleet  being  now  considered  un- 
necessary in  Quiberon  Bay,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  return- 
ed to  England  in  the  month  of  March,  leaving  a  suiH- 
cient  number  of  ships  to  watch  the  enemy's  motions. 

Captain  Joseph  Hunt,  of  the  Unicorn,  of  24  guns 
and  200  men,  having  been  sent  out  on  a  cruize  .off  the 
coaijtof  France,  on  the  1 1th  of  January,  fell  in  With, 
off  the  Pen  marks,  a  French  frigate,  called  La  Vestales» 
carrying  30  guns,  and  220  men.  The  enemy  was  first 
discovered  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  brought 
to  action  after  a  chace  of  two  hours.  Captain  Hunt  un- 
fortunately had  his  ri^  ht  thigh  shattered  at  the  third 
broadside,  by  a  shot,  vhich  occasioned  his  death  about 
an  hour  after  the  action  was  closed,  by  the  surrender  oi 
(he  Vestale.  Lieutenant  Symonds,  after  his  captain 
fell,  took  the  comnrand,  and,  after  a  severe  conflict  of 
two  hours,  compelled  the  Vestale  to  surrender.  For 
this  brave  action  Mr.  Symonds  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  master  and  commander.  The  Vestale  had  seve« 
jal  men  killed  and  wounded  ;  among  the  latter  was  her 
commander,  who  died  of  his  wounds  the, next  day.  She 
was  taken  into  the  navy  and  named  the  ^  Flora.    The 
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Unicorn  had.nine  men  killed  and  two  wounded.  A  well- 
authenticated  circumstance,  relative  to  the  death  of 
Captain  Hunt,  doe^  (oo  much  honor  to  hii  humanity  to 
be  suppressed.  Almost  immediately  after  he  was  car- 
ried into  the  cock*pit,  while  the  fturgeou  and  his  attend- 
ants were  busily  employed  in  examintng  his  wound,  and 
endeavoring  to  succor  him,  one  of  tlie  seamen  less  dan- 
gerously wounded  than  himself,  was  brought  down  also: 
he  immediately  forbade  oW  farther  attention  being  paid 
him,  saying,  thai  he  feared  his  own  case  was  a  desperate 
one,  and  positively  in!(isted  they  should  proceed  to  take 
proper  care  of  theif'Other  patient,  as  his  ]kk  might  proba- 
bly be  preserved.  This  truly  brave  man  fyreserved  hii 
senses,  strength,  and  resolution,  just  long  enough  to  be 
capable  ol  knowing  the  enemy  had  surrendered,  of 
which  having  expressed  his  satisfacUon^^te,  iainting, 
never  uttered  another  word,  though  be  continued  to 
bieatbe  nearly  an  hour. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  as  Captain  Symonds  was 
standing  into  the  channel  with  his  prize,  be  observed 
two  ships  in  close  action ;  upon  which  he  instantly  bore 
down  to  ^ssist  which  ever  might  be  his  friend.  On  the 
Unicorn's  approach  the  French  ship  made  sail  and  got 
off.  Captain  Symonds  ibund  the  ship  with  which  the 
enemy  was  engaged,  to  be  the  Sea-horse,  of  2^  gum 
and  1 60  men,  commanded  by  CapAain  Smith,  who  was 
on  his  passage  to  Bencoolen,  with  the  astronomers,  to 
observe  the  transit  of  Venus  over  the  siin^  The  Sea* 
horse  had  eleven  men  killed  and  thirty*eight  wounc'ed. 
Her  masts  and  rigging  were  so  much  crippled,  tliat  she 
was  obliged  to  return  into  port  to  refit.  The  enemy's 
ship  was  L'Aigrette,  of  32  guns,  and  was  onti  of  tbot>e, 
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who,  with  La  Ve&talc,  two  skips  of  64  guns,  and  the 
Calypsp  had  escaped  out  of  the  river  Viilaine. 

Oji  the  2id  of  January,  Captain  John  Elphinstone 
in  the  Richmond,  of  32  guns,  and  230  men,  being  on 
a  cruize  off  the  coa&t  of  Flanders,  receivetl  intelligenca 
that  a  French  ilrigate  had  taken  an  English  merchant 
vessel.  Ho  immediately  proceeded  in  que«t  of  the 
enemy,  whom  be  was  fortunate  enough  to  fall  in  wi(b 
at  eleven  o'clock  the  same  night.  During  a  short  time 
after  the  enemy  wait  discovered,  he  k  .c  up  with  rouch 
apparent  resolution,  but  soon  hauling  his  wind,  suddenly 
endeavored  to  escape.  Captain  £lphinston«  gave 
chace,  and  coming  up  with  his  antagonist  about  half 
past  tea  o'clock  the  next  rooming,  began  to  engage* 
standing  in  for  the  land.  At  half  past  twelve  both  the 
ships  ran  ashore,  alongside  of  each  other,  o^St.  Grave* 
sande,  near  the  Hague.  The  engagement  continued 
for  a  few  minutes  in  thissttuation»  when  the  Frenchmen 
fled  from  their  quarters.  On  tiie  flood-tide  the  Rich* 
mond  got  afloat*  but  before  she  could  bring  up  was 
driven  out  of  gun-shot.  The  enemy  took  advantage  of 
this  opportunity  to  quit  their  ship,  and  to  escape'to  shore* 
The  next  day  Captain  Elphinstone  sent  in  his  boats  to 
take  possession  of  ber ;  but  finding  she  was  l!oo  ^st 
aground  to  be  got  off,  they  set  her  on  fire.  The  ship  pro* 
ved  to  be  La  Felicite,  of  32  guns,  bound  to  Martinico 
with  a  cargo  valued  at  30,0001.  on  account  of  the  mer* 
chants.  Her  captain  fell  in  the  action,  and  near  100 
of  h«r  crew  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  Rich* 
mond  had  three  men  killed  and  thirteen  wounded. 

>An  amazing  concourse  of  people  were  assembled  on 
sbor«  to  vi«w  ihh  action  $  among  the  number  were  th9^ 
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Prince  of  Orange,  and  all  the  foreign  minisiers.  The 
Coiint  d'Aflfey,  the  French  Ambassador,  remonstra- 
ted with  the  States  General  on  this  breach  of  neu* 
trality. 

Also,  on  the  23d  of  January,  early  in  the  morning, 
Captain  Alexander  Hood,  in  the  Minerva,  of  32  guns, 
and  220  men,  being  about  thirty  leagues  to  the  west- 
ward of  Cape  Pinas,  gave  chace  to  a  large  ship,  which 
he  soon  discovered  to  be  a  two-decker.  The  wind 
1>lov^ng  very  hard  from  the  eastward,  with  a  great  sea, 
determined  Captain  Hood  to  engage  the  enemy  ^6  lee- 
ward, to  prevent  her  making  use  of  her  lower-deck 
guns.  About  twenty  minutes  past  ten  he  run  under  her 
lee  and  brought  her  to  close  action.  At  eleven  o'clock 
the  enemy's  fore  and  main-top  roasts  were  shot  away, 
and  she  fell  on  board  the  Miu<^rva.  The  sea  running 
high;  the  ships  were  soon  clear  of  each  other;  as  tlie  ene- 
my dropped  astern  she  tore  away  the  Minerva's  sheet 
anchor,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  her  bowsprit 
and  foremast-  felt  overboard.  Captain  Hood  was  ex- 
tremely active  in  clearing  the  wreck,  which  he  had  ac- 
complished at  one.  o'clock,  and  again  bore  down  on  the 
enemy,  who  was  thue  leagues  to  leeward.  At  four 
o'clock  he  renewed  (he  action,  which  was  maintained 
with  great  briskness  for  three  quarters  of  ah  hour,  when 
the  enemy  struck.  She  proved  to  be  the  Warwick,  for- 
merly a  60-gun  ship  in  his  majesty's  service,  but  had 
only  34  mounted,  with  a  complement  of  23 1  men  and 
seventy  four  soldiers,  commanded  by  M.  la  Verger  de 
Belair.  She  was  bound  to  the  East  Indies  with  stores  and 
provisions  :  her  loss  was  fourteen  men  killed  and  thirty- 
two  wounded.    The  Minerva  had  the  same  number  kil- 
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led,  and  (hirly-four  wounded;  in  the  night  berfMifl' 
and  mkf»n  mult  vircnt  by  Uie  board. 

On  Ui9  30(h  of  January  Captain  Thooun  Hafriion 
distiognisbed  himself  very  nolably  in  an  ongageaieot  with 
La  Brune,  a  remarkably  ^ne  French  frigate,  carrying 
92  guns  and  3i 6  men.  Tbe  Juno,  commanded  by  Cap* 
tain  Philips  Towry,  was  then  in  company,  but  the  Ve* 
nus  having  a  very  great  superiority  in  point  of  sailing, 
came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  engaged  her  for  two 
hours  before  the  Juno  could  get  within  gun-she^  f  lh« 
moment  that  wai  the  case,  the  Bruno  sorrendored. 
The  Yeims  bad  on  this  occasion  four  men  killed  aai 
eighteen  wounded*  ^mong  the  lattar  wore  Captaii 
Harrison  himself,  hii  first  lieutenant  imd  matter.  Tbit 
Jono  hid  two  Aien  wounded.  The  eneaiy's  ihip  had 
sufered  (kr  more  considerably,  having  had  ninoleen 
killed  ind  thirty-nirw  wouodad.  |ia  Bf  fine  wis  ^keii 
intolheiiavy,  « 

Tlif?  mmp^t^y  tb^  ^olebiy  iiid  Amaion  look^fion 

onder  a  baiiery  near  Calais,  La  Ch^UA  prlusleer  of  i$ 
guns  and  160. men*  Being  a  fine  ship,  she  was  purcW 
sad  J>y  government,  and  named  the  (Pomona,  of  whicll 
we  shall  hiwe  occasion  to  speak  heresifter. 

Captain  Gamaliel  Nightingale,  who  commanded  tbt 
Vengeance  of  '26  guns  imd  200  men,  was  not  only  ex* 
tremely  fortunate  as  a  cruizer  during  the  early  part  of 
this  year,  having  captured  a  considerable  number  «f 
small  French  privateers,  ^araong,  which  ware  IheMi^r* 
vafrom  'Dunkirk,  carrying  six  carriage,  four  swivel  guns 
and  forty>two  men ;  the  Auguste  of  1 2  guns  and  sixty- 
seven  men  I  and  a  second,  name  unknown,  candying 
6  C9T 'iage  and  swivel  guns,  with  a  crew  of  forty-fivt 
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9m)i  but  he  also  disthign^hed  himself  v^rywmarkabl^ 
On  the  1 3th  of  March,  in  a    o»t  spirited  encounttr  wiih 
the  Entreprenant,  a.  large  .rcnch  ship,  eqU^ped  for 
wtr  anainerchandize,  pierced  for  44  guns,  but  monnt- 
Mi^onljr  26  (twelve  and  six-poondcrs),  having  a  crew  of 
203  men.    She  was  bound  (o  St.  Domingo,  w^  a  very' 
valuable  cargo  from  Boar|%tsx,  which  she  haj  iuitted 
on  the  8ih.    The  Vengeance  fell  in  with  her  between 
Ushant  and  Scilly.     Captain   Nightingale  g0l  clos^ 
Wongside,  and  began  to  engage  her  about  fiveo'cloclr 
in  the  afternoon.    A  fter  a  contest  of  thiee  quarters  of  „n 
hour,  coring  which  time  the  Vengeance  was  five  t^es  oh 
lir»r>wice,  as  it  was  suppose,  occasioned  by  the  enemy's 
wads,  Captmn  Nightingfale  found  his  rigging  bnd  sails 
fo  much  shattered,  that  the  sfi^was  ho  Idnger  under 
^^imand,  and  the  Entreprenant  rah  her  bowftprit  over 
^  tafferel  of  the  Ve*,geance,  intending^to  board  her. 
This  attempt  was  happily  frustrated,  and  C^ptalii  !Nfigli. 
m^h  desisted  for  a  short  time  from  conllnuiug  tbe^o. 
^m,  till  he  had  in  some  measure  refitted  bis  f^ing  and 
iwti.    This  being  accomplished  as  well  as  time  and  cir* 
|«mstances  would  admit  of,  Jie  renewed  the  attack, 
and  with  so  much  vigor  during  the  space  of  an  hour, 
mi  the  Entreprenant  sheered  off*,  and  pui  before  the 
wind;    The  Vengeance  also  had  for  a  secoirf  tim^  ffr. 
^lycds^  much  damage  in  her  masts  and  rigging,  th^t  a 
IWm&rable  time  elapsed  before  she  CQuld  be  biDught  to 
^.    At  length  Captain  Nightingafe  fot  the  third 
.time^ot  within  pistol-shot  of  his  antagonist,  and  after  a 
»f rrited^  contest,  which  continaed  an  hour  and  m  half, 
jompelled  her  to  surrenden^nThe  Enti^oant^  had 
mm^  men  killed  and  twenty-fo^r  wounded  ;thi  Yen- 
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geance  had  only  six  killed  and  twenty-ieven  wounded, 
many  of  whom  were  dangeroaily*  and  some  morlally. 

The  Albany  sloop  of  w|r«  of  16  guns  and  125  men, 
cammanded  by  Captain  Brograve,  captured  off  Ushant, 
the  Pheasant,  a  French  corvette,  of  the  same  force^ 
commanded  by  M.  de  Coudroye ;  she  was  purchased 
into  the  navy,  and  s«4>n  after  lost  in  the  channel.  Cap* 
tain  Nelson  and  the  erew  perished. 

EXPEDITION  AGAINST  BELLEISLE. 

A  powerful  armament  having  been  prepared  by  the 
British  ministry,  for  an  expedition  on  the  coast  of 
France,  which  bad  been  hitherto  deferred  by  the  death 
of  George  II,  the  project  being  now  reiumed,  on  the 
29lh  of  March,  the  Hon*  Commodore  Keppel  sailed 
from  St.  Helens,  with  a  large  squadron  of  ships  of  war, 
and  100  sail  of  tri^sports,  having  on  board  10,000  land- 
forces,  under  the  command  of  Major-general  Hodgen^ 
destined  for  the  attack  of  Belleisle. 

This  squadron  consisted  of :— ■ 


8hlp«i  -     Cunt.  Commanderib 

CHon.  Augustus  Keppvi,  com- 
Valiant............74<     modore. 

(Capt.  Adani  Duncan. 
Sandwich  •,.......  .90. ....  .Richard  Norbury. 

Dragon.... ....... ..74... ...Hon.  Au^^*  ?.  Hervey. 

Temt^raire  ......... 74. ...  •  .Mat.  Barton. 

Torbay-. ...... ..-.74 Wm.  Brett. 

Swiftsure  .«...*. •..70...... Sir  Thomas  Stanhope. 

Hampton  Court. ....64..^.. .Carr  Scroop. 

Esses  ••...•....•.•64«.««»«Alex.  Schomberg. 
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Slifpt. '  CTani;  Commanders. 

Prrnce  of  Orange. ...  50 Sam .  WaHis. 

Achillas 60>..., . .Hon.  SaiH.  Barringfon. 

£.ynn. ............ «4 i*. .... .Wal.  Stirlfng. 

Launceston. ........ 4^. •• . . . Edtn.  AfHbck. 

Soothampton  .......  32. .....  K.  Anlrofous. 

Melainpe  . . ». W.  Hotham. 

Adventure 32. ....  .Mat .  Moore. 

Actaeon  ......... ...28 ...... Pp/j1  Henry  Ounj. 

Flamborough  ...*..  ..20. ..... .3am.  Thompson.   . 

Aldborough 20. ?>i!ch.  Graham. 

Escort r^. Charles  Ellis. 

Fly ............ ....14...... Geo.  Ga/ton. 

D^id 8 . ....  .J.  Luttr  r  ^r. 

Fir^drake,  bomb  ....  d . .  ...  .J'.  Oirrock. 

Ihi^rnal;  ditto 8. .<.... J.  K||ckeH2ie. 

Furnace^  ditto 8 J.  CHaplin. 

Vesoviusj  fife-sbip  ...  1 6. ....  .J.  Chads.  ' 

^tna,  fire-ship 1 6. •  .  .  .  . M.  H'.  Fasc^I. 

The.  following  joined  the  squadron  offBelleisle  :-^ 

Ships.  Guns.  Commanders. 

Hero... ......r^  Capt,  Wra.  Fortescue. 

Buckingham* ..70... ...Peter  Parker. 

Burford  a. .. . . . . ....70. . ^ , ..James Gambier* 

Chichester 70 W.  S.  Willet. 

Monmouth ......... .64. ...  ..John  Storr. 

Trident.... •.. 64..-..-Ben.  Clive. 

Kassau............64....^.M.  Suckling. 

Or  the  7th  of  April  the  fleet  anchored  in  the  great 
toad  of  Palais ;  and  the  next'  day  a  large  detachment  of 
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the  Achilles  and  Dragoii.    The  enemy  had  taken  post 
on  the  top  of  an  aimost  inaccessible  mountain,  whera' 
they  had  strongly  entrenched  themselves.    An  attempt 
to  faind  was  made  in  threts  places  with  great  resolution:* 
a  few  .^nadiers  goi  on  shore  and  formed  themselves ; 
bat»  as  they  wer^  not  supported,  the  greater  part  of 
ibem  were  made  prisi^ncrs.      The  rest  of  the  atimy, 
after  several  very  brave  and  repeated  eflTorts,  being 
wholly  unable  to  force  the  enemy's  lines,  or  make  good 
tiieir  Isinding^  Were  obliged  .to  retire  with  toss.  *  What 
added  to  t^  disaster  Was  that  several  of  the  flat<4>ot-^ 
tomed  bobls -were  destroyed  or  damaged,  iiia'hard  jgalei 
which  arose  when  the  troops  retired  from  the  sh6re.    In 
this  unsuccessful  atl2K:k  the  English  had  500  men  killed/ 
wounded,  and  taken  prisoners.    The  general  and  coiii- 
iQodore  not  disheartened  by  this  check,  were  resolved  to 
persevere  in  the  object  of  the  expedition;  accordingly? 
on  the  22d,  after  reconnoitring  the  coast,  it  was  deter* 
mined  to  oiake  a  descent  at  Fort  D'Arsie;  and  in  order 
to  divert  the  enemy's  attention,  two  feints  were  to  be 
made  at  the  same  time  on  another  paH  of  the  island. 
The  followitig  is  dn  esdract  firom  Mr;  Keppel's  official 
letter  on  this  occasion : 

"  I  liave  now  (he  greatest  pleasure  in  acquainting  you 
that  his  majesty's  troops  have  made  good  a  landing  on 
the  rocks  near  Point  Lockmaria,  and  cannot  sufficiently 
commend  the  spirit  and  good  behavior  of  the  troops,  in 
the  attempt,  and  the  judgment  with  which  SirThomais 
Stsraiopc  and  the  rest  of  the  captains  of  the  king's  shipi 
directed  the  fife  upon  the  hills." 

The  seige  was  now  commenced  with  vigor,  and  the 
garrison,  commanded  by  the  chevalier  de  St.  Croix, 
threateiied  on  their  side  a  long  and  obstinate  defence. 
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The  ship!  ofHvirr  which  were  ordered  (o  steond  the  ope- 
TjiUonsof  tbear-my,  having  brought  up  at  their  stations, 
seen  silenced  tbeehemy'v bAttei ies;  The  li6o|)s  weie 
instantly  landed,  and  after  ikianj  resolute  atiicks,  obli- 
ged the  enemy  io  fly  nrom  their  redoubts  abd«ntiench- 
inetvts.  The  town  was  now  abatidioned,^  and  tb^tdefenije 
confined  to  the  citadel.  The  moineiit  M.  de  St.  Croix 
found  that  the  English  had  mpde  gdod  theii<  Itndtngi  he 
Gotlccted  bis  whole  force*  and  retreated  tb4H«  town  of 
Faliib*  wbeiie  he  was  detemlined  to  make  #istdndr  On 
the  ISth  of  May^six  strdn^  *  redouble  were  «Elrr}^d'«fith 
gre^i  ^csdlatibn  iand?  intrepidity,  and  with  very  tHife  loss. 
Oil  ih^lUi  >6f  junek  pitactii^k  bitach  was  tttude  in 
thedtadel,  amd^vdry  iieedssa^y  prcfpaKation  ttiade  fbr 
stormitig,  wlien  M.  de  St.  Groix  beat  ^be  ehtnaade,  and 
offered  to  cBpituiate,^n  ccmdilsdn  that  the  gaMson  should 
mieu'ch  out  with  the  honors  of  war,  wbkh  tkrtm  were 
agrecid  to.  The  next  day  the  Brttisb  troops  n^arch^ 
into  the  citadel,  '^l^^  were  put  in  ptfsseiMlisn  of  the 
whole  island.  The  FVeneh  garrison  consisted  of  2600 
itten  of  whom  922  iver^*either  killed,  wounded*  dr  taken 
furisoiners.  The  Jdss  a ostained  by  the  British  army, 
amounted  to  thirteen  officers  and  300  men  killed,  four* 
teen  oflBc^rs  and  460  men  wooocfed; 

The  Itoherable  Captain  Harrington  of  the  nary,  tind 
Captnin  Rooke,  aid-de-cahDf>  to' the  general,  were  sent  to 
England  with  the  nevirs  of  the  capture  6f  Bdieisle. 
They  ^erie  graciously  received  by  his  majesty,  and «ach 
presented  With  jOOI.         /•jfiifK*^  u-  >q  j»=  - 

Afier  the  surrender  offibHeifele,  in  <(M^er  tbdtteck 
sueh  of  the  enemy's  ships  as  might  be  lying  in  Basque 
road,  aid  to  destroy  the  w^ks  Which  had  been'^^reeted 
eo  the 'Jsle  of  Abe,  Comrnddors  Kepfi^lr-deiaefced  tiie 
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following  sqaadron  imder^Ui§  command  ol  $ic  Thotnaa^- 
Si^nhope:— 


Ships.  Guns. 

Sand  wich. .  • . .  ^ . .  9Q  Capt. 
.Swiftiiure.........70  .... 

Buckingham..... .70  .... 

Monmouth  ........64  .... 

Trident....  ^.....64  .... 

Nassau ...64  «... 

Prince  of  Orange.. 60  .... 

.ActflBon. .  . . ..... .28  ...» 

jiiy  •••••••#.. ....iv  •«.(• 

Furnace  bomb 8  . .  . . 


Cumnianderw 

Richard  Norbury. 
Sir  Thomas  Slanhope. 
P.  Parker. 
J.  Storr. 
B.  Clive. 
M.  Suckling.. 
Sam.  Wallis.      . 

P.  H.  Omy* 
Geo.  G%yii>nm 
J,  Chaplin. 


Th^  ;BMuHingham>  Monmouth,  Nassau*  Act^on^ 
Fly,  andjFurnace  were  sent  to  destroy  thf>  fprtifieaiiioAs 
gnder  Ciiiptain  Pet^  Parker,  which  was  e^tualjy 
4one  tow^rd^  Uie  eii^l  of  July*  The  enemy  m^de  soiAe 
firtHtl^  aUempts  ttO  dest,rpy  our  squadron  by  fire-^bips^ 


Lieutenant  John  Macbride,  commander  of  the  Grace 
armed  cutter,  being  off  Dunkirk,  and  observing  a  dog« 
ger  privateer  in  the  road,  immediate^  left  his  station  to 
join  the  Maidstone,  and  proposed  cutting  out  (he  priva- 
teer tha^  night,  if  Captain  Digges  would  let  him  have 
four  boats  manned  and  tM'i?ned#  which  he  very  readily 
complied  with*,  knowing  hiK  abilities  and  resolution. 
The  boats  left  the  ships  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and 
when  they  ca^e  near  the  road,  laid  all  their  oars  across, 
except  two  ip  e^ph  boat,   which  they  muffled  with 

o  2 


♦148 


THE    BRITISH   TRIDEN?; 


baize,  to  prevent  their  being  heard  at  a  distance.  Thfy 
rowed  in  that  manner  till  they  were  within  musket-shut 
of  the  privateer ;  when  being  hailed  they  made  no  an- 
swer, but  in  a  few  minutes  boarded  on  both  sides,  and 
toolc  possession  of  the  vessel  without  the  loss  of  a  roan 
killed,  two  only  being  wounded.  Captain  Macbride 
shot  the  lieutenant  of  the  privateer  through  the  head, 
with  a  musket,  as  he  was  pointing  a  gun  into  the  boat; 
besides  this  person,  one  common  man  was  killed,  and 
five  wounded,  belonging  to  the  enemy.  This  was 
done  within  half  gun*shot  of  a;  fort  on  the  east  side  of  the 
harbor,  but  it  did  not  fire  at  them,  and  when  the  pri- 
soners w<ere  secured,  tlie  captors  cut  the  cables,  and 
sailed  out  of  the  road.  - 

On  the  13th  of  August,  rn  the  evening,  the  Bellona, 
of  74  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Robert  Faulkner, 
being  on  a  cruize  off  the  coast  of  France,  rn  company 
with  the  Brilliant,  of  36  guns,  commanded  by  Captain 
Loggie,  had  the  good  fortune  io  fall  in  with  the  Coura- 
geux,  a  French  ship  of  war,  carrying  T^  guns  and  700 
men,  together  with  the  Malicieuse  and  Hermione,  of  34 
guns  each.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  Idler 
from  Captain  Faulkner,  dated  Lisbon  River,  August  21, 
J76I:  ^^'  — ■■ 

*'  Be  pleased  to  acquaint  tpy  lords  commissioners  of 
the  admiralty,  that,  on  the  l^th  instant,  at  three  P.  M. 
we  saw  three  sail  in  the  S.  W.  quarter.  Cape  Finisterre 
bearing  N.  £.  half;  £.  distant  ten  leagues ;  we  imme- 
diately gave  char;?,  and  by  their  crowding  sail  from  us, 
soon  su?!pected  them  to  be  enemies;  we  came  up  but 
slowly  with  them,  and  continued  the  chaceaii  r>f,^tit. 
.  At  five,  A.  M.  we  got  almost  up  with  the  frigates ;  at 
six-  the  Brilliant  began  to  engage  one  of  them/  and  soon 
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ftAer  the  other  also;  at  twen(y<«five  minuies  after  six  wo 
came  alongside  the  large  ship,  and  b^gcin  to  engage  as 
near  as  possible ;  at  thirt);-rour  minutes  after  six  ear 
miaen-mast  went  away  by  the  enemy's  shot,  and  at  for* 
(yfive  minateR  after  six  the  laige  ship  struck,  which 
proved  to  be  Le  Courageux,  oi  seventy-four  guns,  com 
manded  by  Dugue  L'Ambert,  having  on  board  700  mens 
from  St.  Dornipgo.  The  Briltiapt  continued  to  engage 
the  two  frigates ;  at  half  past  seven  the  French  frigates 
bore  away,  and  neither  of  our  ships  were  in  a  condition 
to  pursue  them  ;  at  the  same  time  he  prize's  main-mast 
went  away.  We  found  our  lower  rigging  much  cut, 
the  fore-mast,  main-mast,  and  main-top-mast  'much 
shattered  :  we  lost  in  the  action  six  men,  and  twenty- 
eight  wounded :  the  enemy  had  240  men  slain,  and  1 10 
wounded.  Wc  sent  our  first  lieutenant.  Mr.  Male, 
wid)  other  ofHcers,  ai  i  150  men,  to  take  possession  of 
the  prizse,  and  received  224  prisoners  on  board ;  tho 
Brilliant  sent  fifty  men  dnd  received  1 00  prisoners  on 
board;  she  had  live  men  killed,  and  sixteen  wouilded; 
among  the  slain  is  the  master^"         J  '■ 't» -t  , 

TJie particulars  officially  given  are  extremely  concise, 
and  relate  merely  (o  matters  of  fact;  but  several  Very 
interesting  particulars  are  entirely  omitted,  owing  to 
the  modest  inattention  of  Captain  Faulkner.  The  crew 
of  the  Courageux  outnumbered  tbat  of  her  Brttrsbop» 
fonant  by  1 50  m«n  ;  but  thrs  disparity  was,  perhaps 
more  then  coitipeniiated  for,  by  the  discipline  of  ber 
crew,  and  ihjs  juidgwitiH  of  her  officers.  Th^e  com- 
menecment  of  this  action'  was^  as  it  were  by  mutual 
consent,  suspended  till  both  ships  were,  within  musket- 
shot  of  each  other.  Tlie  frigates  by  signal  from  the 
commodate,  preparod  to  atud^  the  Bcilliant,  find  the 
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remainder  of  the  conlest  was  left  entirely  to  (he  two 
commanding  ships;  at  (he  time  the  mizen-mast  of  (he 
Bellona  was  carried  away,  j^e  rei>(  or;(hat  ship's  rigging 
was  so  completely  destroyed  by  the  enemy's  fire,  as  to 
afford  a  very  probable  opportunity  for  her  escape;  to 
prevent  this  Captain  Faulkner  immediately  resolved  to 
Jboard  his  antagonist,  but  their  relative  Ri(ua(ion  render* 
cd    this  measure    impracticable,    except  the  Bellona 
could  be  wore  round,  so  that  she  might  lay  on  the  oppo- 
site quarter  of  the  Courageux.     There  appeared  but 
little  probability  (hat  Captain  Faulkner  would,  owing  to 
the  disabled  state  of  his  ship,  be  able  to  carry  (his  mea- 
sure into  execution;  in  farther  prevention  of  it,  the 
position  of  the  Bellona  was  extremely  unfavorable,  so 
ihat  nothing  could  have  preserved  the  British  ship  but  a 
manifest  superiority    of  judgment  in    officers,  and  a 
i|Kompti4ude  of  action  in  her  crew:    the  haul>yards, 
sheets^  and  greater  part  of  the  running  rigging  were 
destroyed,  so  that  the  safety  of  the  ship  depended  in  a 
great  measure  on  the  use  of  her  studding-^ails.    These 
were  so  managed  by  Captain  Faulkner  and  his  master, 
that,  with  an   activity,  scarcely  to  be  conceived,  the 
Bellona  was  brought  into  the  desired  position,  the  ac- 
tion  was  renewed  with  the  utmost  spirit  from  the  oppo- 
site guns,  and  an  it  is  ofhcially  stated,  after  an  action  of 
thirty-nine  minutes  only*  from  lAafirct  commencement 
to  its  conclusion,  the  enemy  surrendered.     "The  des- 
perate situation^"  says  Mr.  £nlick>  ^' from  which  the 
English  bad  just  recovered  Iheiff  owi^  ship,  by  mere  dint 
of  knowledge  and  deKtetityi.  mjide  them  sensible  that 
any  relaxation  or  delay  mightt  soon  prove  their  ruin; 
there,  was  no  trusting  to  the  «htp's  .worJbing,  they  must 
either  pro£t  by  the»f  preaent  positioxii  or  becarried  in 
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Iriuipph  into  France.  Thetie  reflections  accelerated 
their  di«c^argC8,  which  never  abated,  and  were;  so  well 
served  that  every  shoLcarried  destructiop  along  with  it. 
The  sides  of  the  Courageux  were  shattered  and  torn  by 
every  broadside,  and  her  decks  were  covered  with  the 
slain ;  yet  these  wretches  had  resolved  not  to  survive 
the  disg^race  of  the  day.  Some  of  them,  by  tiring  a 
shot  from  thc.iower  tier  of  the  Courageux,  after  Ibeir 
captain  had  surrendered,  and  the  English^  having  left 
their  quarters,  were  congratulating  each  other  on  the 
success  of  (he  day,  so  provoked  the  conqaerors,  that 
the  seamen  ran  to  their  quarters,  and  without  orders, 
poured  two  broadsides  into  the  Frenchman  which 
obliged  the  imprudent  captives  to  call  for  quarter, 
when  ^hey  had  violated  the  laws  of  arms,  and  aimost 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  victorious  commander 
to  save  their  lii'es."  The  disparity  of  loss  sustained  by 
the  two  ships  was  almost  incredible,  for  white,  as  may 
be  seen  by  Captain  Faulkner's  letter,  that  of  the  Cou- 
rageux, in  killed  and  wounded,  was  330  men;  that  on 
board  the  Bellona,  amounted  only  to  thirty-four.  About 
half  an  hour  after  the  enemy  surrendered,  her  main- 
mast went  by  the  board ;  and  on  her  passage  to  Lisbon 
she  narrowly  escaped  being  burnt  by  a  cask  of  spirituous 
liquor  accidentally  set  on  fire,  from  the  centinel  having 
carried  the  ciaindle  too  near  the  bung.  Twenty  of  the 
prisoners,,  hearing  tlw^larm  of  fii^e,  jumped  into  the 
sea  and  perished.  The  Courageux  atid  her  prize  being 
refitied.  Captain  Faulkner  returned  loEngfandt 

On  the  7th  of  A^igust,  Lord  AnsQn  hoisted  the  union 
flag  on-board  the  Royal  .Chark)tte  Yacht  at  Harwich, 
and  being  joined  j^yia  squadron  of  ships  of  war  in  Yar* 
mouth  Roads,  pr.occeded  on  the  9th  to  Cuxhaven,  to 
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escort  over  Princess  Charlotte  of  Mecklenburgh  Sire* 
I»t0;  her  present  majesty.  The  squadron  on  fhts  occa< 
sion  cotisisted  of 

v;<^    '8H»n.  Oun«.  Commindert.  rf-    » ' '" 

'^f^R'Oyal  Charlotte  C  Lord  Anson,  admiral  of  the  blue. 
■**•     (yacht)  i 10 1  Captain  Peter  Denis. 

Kottingharti  „ ...60. Samuel  Niarshalf» 

'  Winiiester  ...-50 James  Hale. 

'    ^  i  »iie  vii .  - ...  -92 , . .  A  lexander  Hood. 

'^  :klaiP'.      ...-28 ,  ..J.  Knight. 

Hazard.. 14. Hon.  Henry  St.  John. 

Lynx 14 .-..Hon.  Keith  Stewart. 

On  the  24th,  her  majesty  embarked  on-jboard  the 
yacht  at  Stade,  and  on  the  6th  of  September,  landed  at 
Harwich. 

About  this  time,  tlie  Blonde,  of  32  guns,  Captain 
Kennedy*  being  on  a  cruize  off  the  coast  of  Portugal, 
fell  in  with>  and  after  a  ruoning  fight  of  one  hour,  took 
a  large  Frenph  ship,  bound  from  Bourdeaux  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, mounted  with  24  guns  and  120  men,  six  of 
whom  were  killed  and  several  wounded ;  the  Blonde 
had  two  men  killed. .  The  factory  at  Lisbon  presented 
Captain  Kennedy  with  a'plece  of  plate,  valued  at  200l. 
for  his  activity  in  protecting  the  trade  on  that  station. 

On  the  Idlb  of  October,  Rear-admiral  Rodney  sailed 
from  Spithead  with  the  following  squadron  of  ships  of 
line  and  signal  transport;;,  having  qb  booi^d  a Jf^rge  body 
of  troops^  destined  for  flie  West  Indies^  .,, 

,d>5//i  H  *fiU:..,>i        rG.  B.  R'6cJney,  rfear-adwiral 

Wilflboroiigh'..U..7*<     of  the  blue.      '  x  '^y 
CI  tf.^vM^u.  (Captam}e4ih.H^#eH.   ' 
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Ship«  Oaas.  Commindert 

Vanguard. ^.^...74 ...Robert  Swantom"  - -^'' 

Modesto *.64. Hon.R.B.Wal9inghaiii. 

Nottingham. ...60 Samuel  Marshall. 

Syren 28 

Fly ...........  1 4<. .......  George  Gayton. 

Granada,  bomb    8. .... . . .James  Hawker. 

Thunder,  do...    8 R.  Has  well. 

Basilisk,  do.   --8... R.  Brice. 

The  Prince  George  privateer,  of  Bristol,  of  9^  guns  ^ 
and  180  men,  look,  after  a  very  severe  action  ^f  /e 
hours,  the  Beaumont  French  East  Indiamar..  ot  .'23 
guns  and  240  men,  sixty  of  whom  were  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  action.  The  Prince  George  hac  seven 
men  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  The  -''Aumont's 
cargo  was  estimated  at  7D",666I.  . 

The  ship  Ajax,  belonging  to'the  East  India  company, 
was  captured  on  her  passage  to  England,  by  the  Prothe6, 
of  64  guns,  aAer  being  gallantly  defended  by  her  com- 
niander  Captain  Lindsay ';  who,  with  several  of  bis 
men,  was  killed. 

A  trial  of  Mr.  Harrison*s  time-keeper,  for  correcting 
the  longitude  at  sea,  having  now  been  determined  by 
the  board  of  longitude;  the  lords  of  the  adifiiralty  ap* 
pointed  the  Deptford  of  50  guns,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Digges,  to  receive  Mr.  Harrison  onboard.  She  sailed 
from  Portsmouth  on  the  18th  of  November,  and  made 
the  island  of  Madeira  at  the  exact  time  which  Mr.  Har- 
rison pointed  out.  From  thence  they  proceeded  to  Ja- 
maica, and  made  the  island  with  equal  accuracy.  Mr. 
Harrison  having  finished  the  necessary  observations  on 
the  island;  sailed  for  England  in  the  Merlin  sloop 
of  war. 
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This  year  (b«  experiment  of  coppering  on  ships  boi- 
toms  (at  a  preservation  against  worm«)r  was  introduced 
mlo  (h6  royal  navy,  aad  tried  on  the  -Alarm  frigate  ot 
32  gunR,  commanded  by  Captain  Rowland  Cotton. 

The  following  was  the  fleet  under  the  command  of 
Vice-admiral  Saunders,  in  the  Mediterranean  this  year; 


Ships.  Guns.  Ci'ininanden. 

r  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  K.  B. 

Neptune 90  <      vice-admiral  of  the  blue. 

(.Captain  Frederick  Hart  well. 

Shrewsbury 74.. Hugh  Palliser. 

Hercules 74.. ...... J.  H.  Porter. 

Thunderer .74 Charles  Proby. 

Modeste 64 .^oh.R.B.Walsinjrharo. 

Somerset .  ^  . . .  .64. Edward  Hughes. 

'  ■; '^n«oh  .  -  .V.  ^  .  .60. ... . . . .  Mat.  Whijlwe!!. 

Bunk!rk.^....-90.-l...!i.Robertt)igby. 

Firm  ... .......^o.. ...... James Fergusi^on. 

Jersey 60 Andrew  Wilkinson. 

Guernsey  ....  ..50 Mark  Millbank. 

'     Preston .,.50 T.Evans. 

Isis.. 'I. ....... 30 Edward  Wheeler. 

Pallas 36 Mich.  Clements. 

'  '  Shannon....... 32........ Charles  Meadows. 

Minerva  ......32... Alex.  Hood. 

Vestal 32 Samuel  Hood. 

'  ;^heerness 20 John  Clarke. 

'-Hynde 20, ...  , . . •  Philips  Cosby. 

■  '  favorite .......     . .' . .  * ...  Philomel  Pownall. 

Cygnet 1 4 Hon.  C.  Napjer. 
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The  cmifl^s  w^tese  in  i^Miertl  ver^'flctiviemftd  iucc^ss- 
fal.    On  Ih9  lit  of  April,  the  Iiis  being  on  «  oruf^' 
off  Cape  Tres  Foicaa,  fell  in  mkb,  and  after  a  tmart' 
action,  which  commeoced  at  six  in  tho. e verting  ahd- 
oonlinued  (ill  half  past  ten,  took  rOriflamme,  French 
ship  of  war,  pierced  for  50  gumii  but  hac^  only  46 
mounted,  and  upwards  of  370  men,  forty  or  fifty  of 
whom  were  killed  or  wouadtd.    "Early  in  th^  engage* 
ment,  Captain  Wheeler^  a  midihipiq^Q  and^mrter- 
master,  were  killed  by  the  sanie  shot*.  .  TModoimand 
devolved  on  Lieutenant  Cunniogbam^ . .  The  OriAubbie 
endeavoured  >to  get  to  the  noitbw^rd  of  ibe  Itia  inorfler 
to  get  to  the  Spanish  shore,,  to .  pfevent  .whiob.  LSaut. 
Cunningham   found  it  necessary  to  run  on  board  her, 
which  he  di^  with  no  other  dfimage  to.  eii^er  fhjp  than 
the  iu^<(s  of  one  of  his  own  anQb9r9f  .y^ry  3O0n  aftec 
which  she  struck.    The  Isis  had  mt>|9  men  wounded* 
Op  the  16th  of  July,  the  Thunderer,  witbihe  Mode^e, 
Thetis,  and  Favorite  sloop,  being  on  a  cruize  off  Cadis, 
gave  chace  to  two  French  ships  of  war.     At  i^idnight 
the  Thunderer  got  alongside  of  the   largest,  which, 
after  a  gallant  resistance  of  half  an  hour,  struck ;  and 
proved  to  be  L'Achilte  of  64  guns  and  600  men.     The 
Thetis  engaged  the  other  for  about  ihe  same  tiq^e^-  when 
fihe  also  struck ;  and  proved  to  be  Le  Bouffon  of  S2 
guns  and  210  nien.     Both  the  enemy's  ships  had  a  con- 
siderable number  of  meii  killed  and  wounded,  and  were 
much  (Jamaged  in  their  hulls  and  rigging.     Tbe  Thun- 
derer had  seventeen   men  killed ;  Captain  Proby  and 
1 1 3  men  wounded.     So  great  a  carnage  on  board  the 
Thunderer,  was  occasioned  by  one  of  the  upper  deck 
guns  bursting,  which  blew«up  a  part  of  the  quj^ier- 
deck  and  set  the  ship  on  fire. 
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Tht  lbllowin|r  wai  the  fqtuulroii  under  the  command 
of.  CiynRBodofe  Lord  Colvili, .  in  *Nonb  Amerioe^  after 
Hvii^  Attached  aeveial.of  Jul 4hipt4oooiivoj  trappi  to 
t|i9,:W«lt,Indi«i;    ai  ^i     :  •  U'^uuyaitooj  tUiriw  .«  ■ 
.Ixmi  ,'jiiui.u.inO'l  .1*  ,>  ..k;.)  Ixiaf  Hlcil  lUl  b. 
•M^  '    *     '  Outa.  'Com«ind«i.  *■    '' 

1 '  _    .    ■'   .  •      ,     *  rLord  Colvill,  commodore. 
-  ??PrlhumberIwd  70 1  c.ptain  N.  Bateman. 

Inti«pid..*.*...eo..-^...-J.  Hale.  "~  i 
Antelope..  •^.. 50.  ...^...T.  Graves.       "*  .^^i.;: 

Dol|»bij| ....... 114 .;..     Keelcr.-' "  » *'^ 

Porcopine;*.i..«  16..««....     Harmond. 
.   Raicehone.«.,.16.. ......    Macartney*     ' 

Nothing  of  any  importance  occurred  at  prcient  on 
this  station.  The  commodore  kc^pt  only  a  sufficient 
number  of  ships  to  protect  the  trade. 

The  squadron  at  the  Leeward  Islands  this  year,  under 
the  command  of  Commodore  Sir  James  Douglas^  con- 
sisted of 


f.nr 


Ships.  Gum.  Comaunden. 

.:  )fn  ;u-  .;  .;     ^  gj^  j^  Douglas,  commo* 
l>ublin.. .:..... ^4  <       dore. 


in  •••••. ••74^ 

^  L  Captain  Edw.  Gascoigne. 

'   Culloden  ......74....... .John Barker. 

Temple...  ..  L.. .  70.  -  . .  ^  -  ..Lucius  Q'Brien. 
'    Raisd^able  ..iif64..^^^..',Molineux  Shulietham. 

Bdiiiiufeuii':':li\  6,4.  -  . -'.  .i^ -T.  Saumarez. 

Bienfaisdnt  ,V, .  6il  I'm  •;-§:«-"  George  Belfour. 
'    Montague. ...*1. 60. -J-....F.  Parry. 

Norwich  .'...v.  50 *l,.W.M'CleTcrty. 


OR,    RBCISTBR   OF    NAVAL  ACTIONS.  157 

Danae 40.  • . .  • .   Henry  Marlin. 

Echo 32 John  Laforey. 

Slag 3'2 H.  Angel. 

Crescent 28 T.  Collingwood. 

Levant .23 •  W.  Tucker. 

Nightingale 20 J.  Campbell. 

Fowey ..20 Jos.  Meade. 

Greyhound........ 20. .....  Thos.  Francis. 

Kose 20. .....  Era.  Banks. 

Arundel .....20 Alex.  Inniit. 

Virgin  ............12......  James  Brii^bane* 

Antigua 12 J.  N.  P.  Notl. 

Barbadoes  ........ i 2. jk»...  Stair  Douglas. 

The  following  ships  joined  Sir  James  Dcuj^Jas,  with 
a  body  of  troops  from  North  America,  commanded  by 
Lord  Rollo. 

S!ii|Ni.  Guns.  Coinm3nders. 

Siirling  Castle.. ..6 )•  Captain  M.  EveriU. 

Falkland 50 F.  S.  Drake. 

Sutherland  ......50 Julian  Legge. 

Rochester    ...... 50  ......  Thomas  Burnet* 

Penzance. .......  iO  ......  John  Boyd. 

Repu1.<;e 32  .....r.  J,  C.  Alien. 

Lizard ...28 J.  Drake. 

On  r'le  4th  of  June  they  proceeded  to  attack  the  Is- 
land of  Dominico,  which  surrendered  to  his  majesty's 
arms  on  the  8ih,  after  a  short  resistance.  On  the  22d 
of  November  Rear-admiral  Rodney  arrived  in  Carlisle 
Bay,  Barbadoes,  with  a  reinforcement  from  England. 
On  the  Mth  of  December,  the  Temeraire,  of74guni^ 
and  Actaeon  frigate  joined  him  from  Belleisle,  with  a 
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body  of  troops  under  Ihe  command  of  Brigadier-general 
Kufan,  and  on  tiie  2+th  the  rest  of  the  army  arrived 
from  America,  under  Major-general  Moncklon.  The 
whole  force  being  now  collected,  under  the  command 
of  the  Rear-admiral  Rodney,  they  were  ready  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  year  for  the  expedition  against  Marli- 
uico. 

Among  the  chief  occurrences  this  year  at  Jamaica,  we 
must  observe  that  the  Trent,  of  28  guns,  and  200 
men,  commanded  by  Captain  John  Lindsay,  being  on 
a  cruize  on  the  7th  of  January,  fell  in  with,  and  after 
an  hour's  close  action,  took  La  Bien  Aim<5,  a  French 
merchant  frigate,  mounting  20  guns,  and  having  twen* 
ly-five  men,  bound  lirom  Martinico  to  Old  France.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  amounted  to  twenty  men  killed 
and  wounded,  while  that  on  board  the  Trent  was  only 
Que  man  killed  and  five  woundeci. 

On  the  5th,  Rear-admiral  Holmes  being  on  a  cruize 
off  Dona  Maria  Bay,  with  a  part  of  his  squadron,  cap- 
tured, after  a  short  running  fight,  the  St.  Anne,  a  fine 
new  French  ship,  pierced  for  64-  guns,  but  had  only  50 
mounted,  an-i  389  men,  commanded  by  D'Aquillon. 
She  was  bound  to  France,  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  in- 
digo, and  other  merchandize.  She  was  purchased  by 
government,  and  added  to  the  navy.  On  the  deatii  of 
Rear-admiral  Holmes,  which  happened  Dec.  21-,  the 
comniandof  the  squadron  devolved  on  Captain  Arthur 
Forrest,  of  the  Centaur. 

This  squadron  consisted  of  :— 

Ships.  Guns.  Commanders. 

fChas.  Holmes,  rear-adral- 

Cambridge 80  "S     ral  of  the  white, 

'Capt.  W.  Goostrey, 
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Ships.  Guns.  Commamlers, 

Centaar «74. Arthur  Forrest.  .^ 

Orford 70 Mar.  Arbuthnol. 

Edgar ,.--6l. F.  W.Drake. 

Pembroke 60 J.  Wheelock. 

Defiance    60 Pat.  Eaird. 

Hampshire  .... .......50 Ar.  Usiier. 

Depiford..-. 50 Dudley  Diggs. 

Centurion - 50 J.  Galbraill. . 

Renown.,...*... 32 G.  Mackenzie. 

Alarm 32 J.  Rush  worth. 

Boreas........^.. 28......  S.  Uvedale. 

Trent  ....,••. •«..•-••. .28......  J.  Linditay. 

Cerberus      ., .....••.•. 28. ....  •  Cha.  Webber. 

Hussar .28 P.  Carket. 

Glasgow -.20 Rich.  Bickerton. 

Lively 20 ^  Hon.  F.    Mailland 

Merlin 14 R.  Carteret. 


Early  in  the  year  the  French  equipped  four  frigates, 
which  were  to  be  sent  to  the  coast  of  Africa^  toendea-r 
vor  to  regain  some  of  their  late  settlements.  Two  of 
these  frigates  were  intercepted  in  the  bay  by  the  squa- 
dron  under  Sir  Edward  Hawke;  the  other  two  reached 
the  coast,  and  attempted  to  surprize  James  Fort,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Gambia,  but  were  so  resolutely  fe- 
ceived  by  the  garrison,  that  one  was  driven  on  shore 
and  lost,  and  the  other  wilk  extreme  difficulty  got  off", 
after  being  much  damag«d. 
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The  fleet  m  the  East  Indies,  under  the  command  of 
Rear-adniirai  Stevens,  consisted  of: 


Ships.  Cuns.  CommaiKfers. 

(  Cha.  Stevens,  rear-admiral 
Norfolk 74?      of  the  red. 

CCapt.  Rich.  Kempenfelt. 

rSam.  Cornish,  rear*adm[- 
Lenox  ........; 7V\      ralofthe  white. 

'  Capt.  Robt.  Jocelyn. 

Grafton - 70 Hyde  Parker. 

Elizabeth ..64 Rich.  Tiddeman. 

Due  D*Acquitaine  ....64 Sir  Wm.  Hewitt. 

Weymouth. 60 Rich.  Collins. 

Sunderland 60 ...  Hon.  J.  Colvill. 

York.: -.60..:..-  H.  Hughes. 

J  tger  ......... ......60. .....  J.  S.  Somerset* 

Panther 60 Ph.  Affleck, 

America...... ^-.....60......  Robt.  Haldane^ 

Medway ..-. 60. . - . - ,  J .  P.  Tinker. 

Falmouth ....50......  Wm.  Brereton. 

Newcastle SO......  Digby  Dent. 

Salisbury 50 Sir  W.  Baird. 

Chatham ......50 Thos.  Lynx. 

Soulhsea  Castle ..40......  W.  Newsom. 

Liverpool '28......   R.  Knight. 

Seahorse 20 C.  Cathcart  Grant. 

Seaford ^20. . . . . .  J.  Peighen. 

Queenborough 20  > 

Protector,  fire-ship. — Duke,  store-ship. 

Rear-admiral  Stevens  continued  before  Pondicherry 
until  the  liighl  of  Jan.  1,  when  ^  most  trcmendtxis  sud* 


OR,  Il£GIST£&  OF  NAVAL  ACTIONS^ 


1€1 


den  hurricane  forced  the  ships  from  their  ancliors.  The 
wind  at  fir«t  blew  with  great  violence  from  the  N.  W  ;  in. 
a>  (ew  hours  it  shifted  to  the  N.  £.  then  fell  caliq^  and 
on  a  sudden  burst  forth  with  redoubled  fury  from  the  S.  E. 
Tlie  admiral  at  the  commencement  of  the  gale  finding  it 
would  be  impossible  to  ride  it  out,  ordered  the  cables  to 
be  cut,  and  stood  to  sea ;  at  the  same  time  made  the 
signal  for  the  squadron  to  follow  him  ;  but  the  violence 
t)i  the  wind  and  the  darkness  of  the  night  precluded  all 
possibility  of  signals  being  seen.  The  rest  of  the  squa-*- 
dron  unforliinatcly  remained  at  anchor  until  their  cables 
parted.  Before  they  could  gain  a  sufficient  offing,  the 
wind  shifted,  and  raged  with  such  fury  that  they  were 
soon  driven  into  shoal  vsater,  and  obliged  to  anchor. 
The  Panther,  America,  Medway,  and  Falnaouth  cut 
away  their  masts,  and  rode  out  the  storm.  The  Puc 
D'Aquilaine,  Sunderland,  and  Duke  sloro-ship,  by  nofc 
taking  this  precaution  when  they  brought  up,  either 
overset  or  foundered,.  Their  crews,  amounting  to  1 100 
men,  perished,  except  seven  Europeans,  and  as  many 
Lascars^  who  were  the  next  day  picked  up  on  pieces  of 
the  floating  "wreck.  The  Newcastle,  Queenborough, 
and  the  Protector  fire-ship  were  driven  on  shore  about 
two  miles  southof  Pondicherry,  and  totally,  lost  j  their; 
crews,  except  seven,  were  saved.  M.  Lally  was  in 
great  hopes  that  the  disaster  which  had  befallen  the 
British  squadron,  would  have  opened,  to  i:im  a  CQmmu* 
nication  from  the  sea,  and  that  succors  might  have  beeii) 
thrown  in  from  thai  quarter^  for  which  purpose  Jie  dis- 
patched a  boat  with  a  letter,  to  inform  the  French  resi- 
dent, at  Pulicate,  Ih^t  there  wa:;  now  nothing  to  appre- 
hend, as  the  storm  had  rendered  the  British  fleet  inca- 
pable of  returning  to  the  blockade,  and  urgcdhlai  to  sent! 
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immeiliale  supplies  of  provisions.  JHo\\';<!'i:r,  .0  the 
great  joy  of  ihe  besiegers,  and  liie  disappoint rr-'^nt  and 
surprise  of  liie  enemy.  Admiral  Stevens  again  anchored 
in  Pondiclierry  road,  Jan.  3,  in  the  Norfolk,  with  the 
Grafton  and  Liverpool.  The  next  day  he  was  joined 
by  Rear-admiral  Cornish,  with  the  Lenox,  York,  and 
Weymouth,  from  Trincom?!e;  and  on  the  7 ih  by  the 
Tiger  and  Salisbury,  from  Madras,  where  the  storm 
had  not  been  felt.  The  blockade  became  now  as  com- 
plete as  ever,  and  the  besiegers  redoubled  their  exer- 
tions. On  the  15th  a  considerable  breach  was  made  in 
the  walls,  the  garrison  was  driven  to  the  utmost  des- 
pair, not  having  more  than  one  day's  provisions  remain- 
ji;^;  and  being  worn  out  and  emaciated  with  fatigue, 
after  an  eight  months'  siege  and  blockatl»',  sent  out  a 
deputatioii,  with  terms  oi  capitulation,  io  which  no 
ansv/er  was  given.  The  tiext  day  Fondicherry  was 
delivered  up  to  the  British  troops, 

Mah^,  on  *he  coast  of  Malabar,  th«  only  remaining 
settlement  the  French  possessed  in  Ind'g,  surrendered 
Feb.  10,  to  Rear-«dmiral  Cornish,  and  Major  Hector 
Munro. 

On  the  death  or  Rear-admiral  Steverw,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  month  of  Apri^I  the  command  of  the  squa- 
dron devolved  on  Rear-admiral  Cornish,  who  had  received 
orders  from  England  to  prepare  for  an  expedition  against 
the  islands  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon;  and  to  rendezvous 
at  the  is'and  of  Diego  Rays,  where  it  was  intended  that 
it  should  be  joined  by  a  strong  squadron  of  ships  of  war, 
and  a  large  bc»dy  of  troops  under  the  command  ot 
Commodore  Keppel  and  Major-general  Kinsley,  but  the 
death  of  George  11.  pit  a  stop  to  the  sailing  of  this  ar- 
mvimcnt,  and  it  was  afterwards  employed  at  the  reduc- 
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tion of  Belleisle  alreiady  me'itiored.  The  admiral,  how* 
ever,  in  consequence  of  these  instruct ijns,  sailed  to 
Bombay  to  refit  and  victual  liis  squadron ;  and  as  the 
ships  were  got  ready,  he  dispatched  them  lo  the  place 
of  rendezvous  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Tiddeman,  who  arrived  September  14,  and  was  joined 
by  the  admiral  w  ith  the  rest  of  the  squadron  towards 
the  end  of  October.  Immediately  on  his  arrival  he 
dispatched  Commodore  Tiddeman  to  look  into  St.  Au. 
gustine's  bay,  in  the  island  of  Madagascar,  where  the 
admiral  expected  a  frigate  from  England  with  dispatches 
for  his  further  proceedings.  On  the  commodore's  ap- 
proach to  the  island,  the  weatlie.  proved  so  tempestop 
ous,  that  it  was  considered  as  extremely  hazardous  for 
sliips  to  iye  in  St,  Augustine's  bay  :  he  therefore  judged 
it  most  prudent  to  rejoin  the  squadron.  The  admiral 
now  began  to  despair  of  either  hearing  from  England  or 
being  joined  by  the  reinforcement,  from  which  he  had 
reason  to  expect  a  recruit  of  stores  and  provisions.  The 
squadron  which  had  sailed  from  India,  having  only  pro- 
vided for  four  months,  began  to  be  in  great  distress  for 
want  of  a  supply,  and  the  crews  in  general  were  greatly 
reduced  by  sickncs :  this  determined  the  admiral  to 
return  to.  Madras  before  the  rainy  season  should  set 
in.  On  the  passage,  the  York,  in  a  dark,  uight  and 
blowing  hard,  ran  foul  of  the  French  frigate  with  such 
violence,  that  she  stove  her  in  from  the  gunwale  to  tlie 
water  edge,  and  carried  away  her  main  mast.  The 
York  Ioi?t  her  fore-mast,  bowsprit,  main-topmast  and 
main  yard  :  she  also  drifted  so  much  to  leeward,  that  not 
being  able  lo  work  up  to  the  fleet,  she,  togetl':er  with  the 
Chatham,  was  obliged  lo  bear  awr;*  for  the  Cape  of 
God  ^lope,  where  they  arrived  two  monlh*^  after,,  ex- 
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tremely  lealcy  and  in  a  roost  miserable  slate,  having 
buried  so  many  of  their  men  as  to  have  scarce  enough 
led  to  work  the  ships.  Here  they  found  the  Terpsichore 
frigate  of  26  guns,  commanded  by  Sir  Thon^  Adams, 
from  whom  they  learned  that  be  had  been  sent  from 
England  with  dispatches  for  Admiral  Cornish,  to  inform 
bim  that  the  expedition  destined  against  the  Mauritius 
titid  Bourbon  was  given  up ;  that  he  had  continued  at 
the  appointed  rendezvous  (St.  AugustineV  bay),  until 
his  provisions  were  almost  exhausted ;  his  crew  greatly 
reduced  by  sickness,  the  ship  almost  a  wreck  ;  anil 
not  hearing  any  thing  from  Admiral  Cornish,  he  was 
compelled  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  first  division  of  the  fleet  which  sailed  from 
Bombay,  under  the  command  of  Ttddeman,  consistr 
ed  of 


Ship?.  Gtiiiii.  Commanders. 

/•Richard  Tiddeman,    com* 
Elizabeth 64  <      modore. 

'  Captain  Isaac  Ourry. 

America.. . ....  -60 , Robert  Haldanc 

Falmouth  ......  50 W.  Brereton. 

Chatham  ..••--50. -.-.-- -Thomas  Lynn. 
Seaford ...... ..20.... ....J.  Feighen. 

Alderney -12 

Jn  October  he  was  joined  by  the 


Norfolk, 
Grifton, 
Revenge. 


York,  and 
Weymouth, 


In  November  by  the  Lenox  and  SoutI)  Sea  Castle*. 

1 
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As  soon  as  the  York  and  Chatham  were  refitted, 
they  returned  to  India,  having  obtained  a  fortunate 
recruit  of  1 50  British  seamen,  out  of  the  Dutch  East 
India  Ship^. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  captures  made  ki  the 
course  of  this  year : 

British  ships  taken  by  the  enemy. .. ...... .814 

French  ships  taken  .....................  177 

Total  in  favour  of  France    637 


Tliough  the  loss  we  sustained  appears  enormous,  few 
of  the  British  ships  which  were  captured  were  of  any 
great  value,  except  the  Ajax  East  India  ship ;  the  rest 
were  chiefly  small  trading  and  coasting  vessels;  but 
the  enemy's  were  several  large  privateers  and  rich 
West  Indiamen.      * 

On  the.  4th  of  January,  1762,  war  was  declared 
ggainst  Spain;  and  on  the  1 8th  it  was  declared  at  Ma* 
drid  against  Great  Britain.  On  a  review  of  the  home 
service  this  year,  the  chief  particulars  are  as  fo^ilow  : 

January  6,  the  Venus  of  36  ^uns.  Captain  Thomas 
Harrison,  captured  in  the  hay,  after  a  running  fight  o^ 
one  hour,  the  Boulogne,  a  French  Ea&t  India  Ship,  from 
the  Isle  of  France,  laden  with  coiTe?  and  pepper,  of 
20  guns  and  150  men,  seven  of  whom  were  killed  and 
twenty  v;ounded.  The  Comte  D'Estaing  wa..  taken 
on  boafu  this  ship. 

On  the  12lh,  the  Zenoble  French  frigate  of  22  guns 
and  210  men,  was  cast  ashore  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind, 
on  Portland  ;  only  seventy-one  of  her  crew  were  saved, 
and  even  these  poor  wretches  would  have  perished  had 
it  not  been  for  the  humanity  of  Mr.  Travor,  the  go%*er- 
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nor,  whose  interposition  and  authority  prevented  iIh: 
savage  inhabitants  from  being  guilty  of  the  most  bar- 
barous excesses.  Their  miserable  situation  being  pre- 
sented to  his  majesty,  he  was  graciously  pleased  to 
direct,  that  they  should  not  be  considered  as  prisoners, 
and  ordered  them  to  be  clothed  and  maintained  at  his 
expe  ce,  unJil  they  should  be  sent  to  France.  Not  long 
after,  the  French  had  an  opportunity  of  shewing  how 
sensible  they  were  of  the  generous  treatment  their 
countrymen  had  received ;  for,  on  the  25th  of  the  same 
month,  an  English  merchantman  was  driven  on  shore 
and  lost,  near  Havre-de-Grace,  whose  crew  were  ail 
saved :  the  iostant  the  governor  beard  of  their  misfur- 
tune,  he  gave  directions  for  their  being  comfortably 
lodged^  and  allowed  each  man  thirty  soui  per  day  til! 
the^  were  sent  home. 

About  the  middle  of  this  months  a  violent  gale  of 
iwind  forced  from  its  station  off  Brest,  the  squadron 
under  Commodore  Spry,  consisting  of 

'-  fhipt.  Guns.  Commanders. 

{Rich.  Spry,  commodore. 
Captain  John  Luttrel. 

Ocean. .  •  .  r.  <. . .  90. Langdon. 

Fame --T* ..Hon.  J.  Byron, 

Burford 70.. -.-...J.  Garobier. 

Revenge 64.  - Edward  Verron. 

<     Essex 64- Alex.  Schomberg. 

Lyon  ....... -.60..... •••Ed ward  le  Cras, 

Aquilon  ......28 Chal.  Ogle. 

M.  de  Blanac  took  this  opportunity  to  push  out  with 
a  strong  squadron  of  ships  of  war,  having  on  board 
,3000  land  forces,  destined  for  the  relief  of  Maranico. 
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Commodore  Spry  no  sooner  heard  of  the  enemy  being 
out,  than  he  pursued  them  with  a  croud  of  sail  several 
days,  but  finding  there  was  no  prospect  of  his  overlak« 
ing  them,  he  dispatched  ilie  Aquilon  frigate  to  the 
West  Indies,  to  put  Admiral  Rodney  on  his  guard. 

On  the  30Lh  of  January,  the  Danae  of  32  guns,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Hay,  on  her  passage  home  with 
a  convoy  from  Gibraltar,  fell  in  with,  and  engaged  a 
large  French  ship  for  three  hours;  when  the  Danae» 
being  much  disabled  in  her  masts  and  rigging,  the  enemy 
made  sail  and  got  off*.  The  Danac  l.ati  eighteen  men 
killed  and  forty-two  wounded.  The  same  ship  soon  after 
met  with,  and  engage^^!  ihe  Deal  Castle,  Captain  Tindal, 
who  obliged  her  to  sheer  off*.  She  was  at  last  taken  by 
the  King  George  privateer,  after  an  obstinate  and  bloody 
conHict  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  and  proved  to  be  the 
Tigre  French  frigate,  fitted  out  by  the  merchants,  of  26 
guns  and  240  men,  commanded  by  M.  Fabry,  from  St. 
Domingo,  bound  to  Bourdeaux,  with  a  cargo  valued  at 
i 50,0001.  She  had  about  100  men  killed  and  wounded 
in  the  action  :  the  King  George  had  three  men  killed 
and  twelve  wounded. 

On  the  lOlh  of  February,  Captain  Harrison,  already 
mentioned,  captured  off  CapeOrtugal,  a  French  priva- 
teer, belonging  to  Bayonne,  called  the  Creole,  carrying 
8  four-pounders  and  84*  men;  from  the  persons  on 
board  which  ship,  some  very  consequential  information 
was  derived  as  to  the  measures  intended  to  be  taken 
by  the  enemy,  in  (he  prosecution  of  the  war. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  Admiral  Sir  George  Pocock 
sailed  from  Spithead  to  take  the  command  in  the  West 
In  lies;  be  had  with  him  five  sail  of  the  line,  a  large 
f'Cel  of  transporii,  having  on  board  a  body  of  troops. 
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under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  togclltcr 
with  8e%'cral  victuallers  and  sloreships. 

On  the  7lh  of  March,  the  Mil  ford  of  28  guns,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Robert  Mann,  being  on  a  cruize  in 
the  bay,  chaced  a  sail  from  ten  o'clock  in  the  niorning 
till  ten  at  night,  when  she  brought  her  to  close  hcMon. 
She  proved  to  be  La  Gloire  letter  of  marque,  belonging 
to  Bourdeaux,  bound  to  St.  Domingo.  The  ei.emy,  aU 
though  their  vessel  was  deeply  laden  with  wine,  flours 
brandy  and  bale  goods,  made  every  possible  preparaiiun 
for  a  vigorous  defence  ;  the  ship  was  pierced  for  twenty 
guns,  but  mounted  only  sixteen  six-pounders,  and  ten 
swivels,  having  a  crew  consisting  of  ninety-four  men. 
Captain  Mann  was  wounded,  early  in  the  battle,  by  a 
six-pound  shot  in  the  right  thigh,  and  lived  only  sixteen 
hours.  The  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Day,  immedialefy 
took  the  command,  and  fought  the  ship  with  the  greatest 
gallantry,  till  he  received  a  musket>ball  in  the  middle  uf 
his  forehead,  which  rendered  him  instantaneously  deli- 
rious, and  of  which  he  died  three  days  afterwards. 
Mr.  Nash,  the  siecond  lieutenant,  then  succeeded  him 
and  maintained  the  fight  for  three  hours  more,  u  en  he 
also  was  wounded,  but  fortunately  in  so  slight  a  degree, 
from  splinters,  as  not  totally  to  prevent  his  farther  exer- 
tions. In  about  half  an  hour  after  this  the  enemy'  sur- 
rendered, having  had  twenty-four  of  the  crew  killed  or 
dangerously  wounded,  as  well  as  lost  her  main  and 
mizen-masts,  together  with  her  foretop-mast.  The 
Milford  had,  exclusive  ot  those  casualties  atready  men- 
tioned, only  one  man  and  a  boy  killed  and  thirteen 
wounded :  in  other  respects  she  wa»  considecably  da- 
maged, her  main  and  mizen-masts  having  gone  by  the 
board  immediately  after  the  enemy's  ship  struck. 
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On  ihe  23d  of  March,  Ihe  Deplford,  with  Mr.  Har- 
rison on  board,  fell  in  wilh  the  Essex,  Captain  Schom- 
berg,  at  the  entrance  of  t\\e  channel,  whose  reckonin|f 
agreed  exactly  with  ihe  lime-keeper ;  the  Essex  having 
been  off  Scilly  the  preceding  .evening.  On  the  26iK 
Mr.  Harrison  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  and  found  that  th« 
time-keeper  had  only  lost  one  minute,  fifty-fourand  a  half 
seconds,  notwithstanding  the  weather  in  general  had 
been  very  tempestuous. 

In  this  month  the  Venus  (Captain  Tliomas  Harrison,) 
captured,  and  brought  into  Plymouth,  the  Lovely  Jo- 
seph, a  Spanish  privateer,  carrying  12  guns  and  12(1 
men,  the  first  ship  of  force  taken  from  the  Spaniards 
alter  the  commencement  of  hostilities ;  Captain  Harri- 
son also  brought  in  with  him  a  Frendi  ship,  which  he  had 
taken  on  her  passage  to  St.  Doif^ingo;  and  two  English 
vessels  which  he  met  with  at  sea,  deserted  by  their 
crews.  On  the  Ist  of  April  he  captured,  off  the  Lizard^ 
a  French  privateer  called  the  Miquelet,  carrying  14  siic 
aiui  four-pounders,  with  a  crew  of  156  men,  as  he  soott 
afterwards  did  the  Signora  de  Begonia,  a  Spanish  privft'' 
leer,  carrying  16  carriage,  20  swivel  guns,  and  195 
men.     About  this  time  Capt.  Harrison's  wife  died. 

Also,  in  April,  Commodore  Denis  was  sent  to  re- 
lieve Lord  Howe  (who  was  appointed  captain  under 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  who  had  hoisted 
the  flag  of  rear-admiral  of  tlv;  blue,  on  board  the  Prin» 
cess  Amelia)  in  the  command  of  the  squadron  stationed 
in  Basques  road,  viae. 


Shiip. 

Bellona. 


Ount.  Commandert.' 

{Commodore  P.  Denis* 
Captain  Charles  Ellys; 
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*'''?«•  G«in».  Cominanden. 

Sandwich 90  Captoin  Richard  Norbury, 

Royal  Wilh'aoj 84 Hugh  Pigot. 

Hero.^..........74  .......  Hon.  S.  fiamngtom 

Buckjngham 70 Peter  Parker. 

Prince  Frederick.. 64  ......  J.  Maplesden. 

Trident. ......... 64 3en.  Cleve. 

Monmouth 64 John  Storr. 

.     Dreadnought 60 -  Mai .  Moore; 

Phcenix 44 C.  Bethel. 

Boston 32 Sir  T.Adams, 

Mermaid ..20. Geo.  Watson; 

I 

Towards  the  end  of  April  M.  de  Terney  slipped  out 
of  Brest  in  a  thick  fog,  with  a  small  squadron,  having 
on  board  1500  troops,  destined  for  the  attack  of  New- 
foundland. On  the  1 1th  of  May  he  fell  in  with  our 
American  East  and  West  India  convoys,  escorted  by 
Captain  Rowley,  in  the  Superbe,  of  7  4  guns,  the  Gos- 
port,  of  44  guns.  Captain  John  Jervis,  and  the  Danae, 
of  38  guns.  Captain  Henry  Merlin.  Captain  Rowley, 
for  the  better  protection  of  his  convoy,  directed  them, 
by  sign<^l,  to  proceed  on  their  course,  awd  with  the 
ihips  of  wa:  Jropped  into  the  rear,  formed  his  line  of 
battle,  and  brought  to.  Upon  which  M.  de  Terney 
bauled  hit  wind  and  made  off.  For  this  service  tiie 
merchants  of  London  and  East  India  Company  present- 
ed Captain  Rowley  with  a  silver  epergne  and  disb. 
Intelligence  was  no  sooaer  received  that  M.  de  Ter« 
ney  had  got  out  df  Brest,  than  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
was  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  turn  with  the  following 
fleet :«. 
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Stiiptt  Ouit.  Comoiaodcrf. 

>  .  'f  Sir  Edw.  Hawke,  K.  9. 

ftoyalGeorge........  ]00>     admiral  of  the  blue. 

5  Capt.  W.  Benne!. 

^HiiR.  H.  Duke  of  York 
Princom  Amolui  • .  . .  •  .80  >     rAar-adrairal  of  the  blue. 

3  C4pt.  Viscount  Howe. 

Prince ..•.•90......  Ben.  Morton. 

Ocean ..90......  Wm.  Langdon. 

Magnanime 74*.... ..  Chai.  Saxton. 

Hero. ..•...••.••. ..74......  Hon.  S.  Barringtoo* 

Lancaster  •• 70 M.  Suckling. 

Naiiau  ... ......... ..C^ J.  Sayer. 

Essex •6^» .....  Alex.  Schoroberg. 

Revenge^ • 64......  Edw.  Vernon. 

Prince* of  Orange. ....  60. .....  Sam.  WaHis. 

Achilles ..60......  J.Faulkner. 

Launceston. ........ .44......  Edm. Affleck. 

^oluf..............S2.|«»...  Wm.  Hotham. 

Tartar o..28. .  J.Knigbt. 


M.  TemejTf  however,  had  two  much  the  start  ofth* 
British  commander  for  him  to  entertain  any  hopes  of 
success.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  therefore,  continued  to 
cruize  on  the  coasts  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  until  the  end 
of  August,  when  he  returned  to  England.  A  squadron 
was  at  the  same  time  sent  to  block  up  the  port  of 
Brest,  under  Commodore  Mann,  and  another  under 
Captain  PallJser,  1»  reinforce  Lord  Culvill,  in  Ame« 
hca. 

Om  the  1  st  of  September  the  Lion,  of  60  guns.  Cap? 
lain  Lie  Cras>  one  of  Commodore  Mann's  squadron^ 
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after  a  running  fight  of  one  hour,  captured  the  Zephyr, 
m  French  frigate,  pierced  for  32  guns,  but  had  only  2W 
mounted,  and  260  men,  nine  of  whom  were  killed,  and 
twenty-Hve  wounded.  She  was  bound  to  Newfound^ 
land,  with  ordnance  and  mdilary  stores.  The  Lion  had 
three  men  wounded. 

On  thA  2d  of  September  Captain  Hotham,  In  (he 
£olu8,  being  on  a  cruize  off  Cape  PinaSf  gave  cbace 
to  two  ships,  which  took  shelter  under  a  small  badery 
in  Aviies  bay.  Captain  Hotham  pursued  them  clo»e 
i;i,  and  came  to  an  anchor  with  a  spring  on  his  cable, 
opened  a  well  directed  6re  on  the  battery  and  the  lar- 
gest ships,  both  of  which  after  a  short  resistance,  were 
abandoned  by  the  Spaniards.  Captain  Hotham  landed 
his  marines  and  spiked  gp  the  guns;  Lieutenant  Paisley 
who  was  sent  to  take  possession  of  the  ship,  found  her 
90  fast  a-ground,  that  he  was  obliged  to  set  her  on  tira. 
She  was  the  St.  Joseph,  from  the  Carraccas,  bound  to 
Passage,  1 100  tons  burthen,  pierced  for  60  guns,  bat 
had  only  32  mounted.  The  other  ship  escaped,  by 
warping  into  shoal  water.  Captain  Hotham  was  very 
Miccessful  on  thii  cruise;  he  took  five  large  privateers 
tnd  several  merchant  ve.<!sdi. 

On  (ho  12th  of  September  Sir  Charles  Hardy  sailed 
on  a  cruize  to  the  westward :  and  on  the  29th  he  was 
joined  by  a  reinforcement  under  the  Duke  of  York. 
On  the  30th  of  October  Ihe-fleet  returned  to  Plymouth, 
to  refit,  and  water;  and  on  the  ISth  of  November  it 
again  put  to  tea,  to  cruiae  olTthe  Madeiras,  in  order  to 
intercept  the  Spanish  register  ships. 

The  cruisers,  en  the  Downs  station,  under  Commo- 
dore John  Moore,  were  cbieii!y  employed  in  keeping  a 
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iharp  took  oat  onihe  Dutch,  who,  contrary  to  ihe  tres- 
ty>  pernistitd  in  si^ptying  the  enemy  with  naval  and 
warlike  scores.    The  states-general  expressed  moch  dis- 
pleasure at  the  British  cruizers  for  having  detained  and 
searched  several  of  their  ships.    In  order  to  prevent  it  in 
future,  they  equipped  some  of  Iheir  men  of  war  lor  the 
protection  of  their  trade.     In  the  month  of  September 
the  Hunter  sloop  of  war.  Captain  James  Ferguson,  fell 
in  with  four  Dutch merchsnt  ships, escorted  by  a  frigate 
ei  36  guns.     Captain  Ferguson,  agreeable  to  his  orders^ 
sent  a  boat  to  examine  one  of  his  merchantmen,  hut  the 
captain  of  the  Dutch  frigate  interposed,  and  would  not 
suffer  it.    The  Hiinter  not  bein^  sufficiently  strong  foe 
Captain  Ferguson  to  enforce  the  execution  of  his  orders, 
he  proceeded  to  the  Downs  to  inform  Commodore 
Moore  of  what  had  happened.    The  commodore  in" 
stantly  dispatched  Captain  Adams,  in  the  Diana,  with 
the  Chester,  of  30  guns,  the  Hunter  and  Tryal  sloops* 
in  pursuit  of  them,  with  orders  to  use  force  if  they  per* 
listed  in  not  being  searched.     The  next  day  Ca^taia^ 
Adams  came  up  with  the  convc      and  informed  the 
captaiaof  the  Dutch  fri|;;ate  that  he  must  examine  the 
merchantmen  to  se^  with  what  they  were  laden ;  whof 
replied  that  he  would  not  suffer  such  indignity  to  be  of* 
fered  to  the  states,  but  defend  the  ships  committed  to  his 
care,  and  immediately  fired  at  the  boats  which  wrr« 
sent  to  board  the  merchantmen.     Upon  this  Captain 
Adams    fired  a  shot  across  the   frigate,    which   was 
returned  by  a  broadside.     A  smart  action  corAmen* 
ced,  which  terminated  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour^  by  the 
Dutchman  striking  his  colors,  with  the  loss  of  four  men 
killed,  her  captain  and  four  wounded.  She  was  brought 
into  the  Downs  with  her  convoy,  which  wereftund  to  bvr 
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laden  with  naval  stores  for  the  French,  and  detained : 
|he  frigate  was  permitted  to  return  to  Holland. 

The  Terpsichore,  of  26  six-pouaders  and  1(10  men, 
commanded  by  Captain  John  Ruthven,  fell  in  with  and 
tfler  an  obstinate  engagement,  captured  the  Marquis  de 
Marigny,  of  20  nine-pounders,  from  Bonrdeau'^t,  bound 
to  St.  Domingo.  The  Terpsichore  had  five  men  killed, 
Captain  Ruthven  and  sixteen  wounded.  The  enemy 
(ad  nine  men  killed,  and  eighteen  wounded. 

The  Brilliant  and  Duke  of  York  privateers  being  on  a 
crnize  off  Cape  Finisterre,  gave  chace  to  some  Spanish 
vessels,  which  took  shelter  in  a  small  bay,  near  tl^s 
cape,  defended  by  a  battery  of  four  guns.     The  pri- 
^  ▼ateeri  stood  boldly  in*  attacked  the  battery,  and  in 
two  hours  drove  the  Spaniards  from  their  guns ;  they 
titen  landed,  hoisted  British  colors,  spiked  up  the  guns, 
liurot  two  ships  that  were  in  ballast,  and  proceeded  to 
aea,  taking  with  them  four  others  laden  with  wine  for 
the  Spanish  ^eet,  at  Ferrol.     This  service  was  per- 
formed with  the  loss  of  only  two  nien  killed,  and  twelve 
wounded.  ^ 

Commodore  Young,  who  commanded  a  small  squa- 
dron in  the  channel,  was  chiefly  employed  to  watch 
the  enemy's  principal  ports,  and  to  prevent  any  naval 
Itores  from  being  transported  in  their  praams  and  small 
craft,  from  Havre  de  Grace  to  Brest ;  some  of  these 
Tessels  he  drove  on  shore  and  destroyed  near  the  Rivet 
Orne,  and  compelled  others  to  seek  shelter  in  that  river, 
where  they  remained  blocked  up. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  Sir  Charles  Saun- 
ders, in  the  Mediterranean,  was  reinforced  by  the  fol- 
lowing ships  of  war,  sent  from  England,  undec  the  com- 
■land  of  Sir  Fie^-cy  Brett. 
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Sltii)!.  Gunt.  Cummandcrt.' 

f  Commodore  Sir  P.  Brett. 
N*""* 80 1  Captain  Charle.  Ingles. 

Arrogant ..7 i J.  Amherst. 

Warspight 70 W.  S.  Willet, 

Chichester... ....70w ..J.  Elliol. 

Dorsetshire  ....70... J.  Campbell. 

Africa. ...... . ..64 Alex.  Hood. 

Belliqueux  ......64' T.Edwards. 

Bienfaisant 64 George  Balfour. 

Montague 60 F.  Parry . 

Brune.  • 32 —  Tonyn. 

Montreal ......  32. .....  .^T.  Howe. 

Gibrahar 20 W.  Gritlilh. 

One  of  the  crulzers  captured  a  rich  Spanish  ship 
from  Barcelona,  having  on  board  io0,000  dollars.  The 
Active  frigate.  Captain  Bawyer,  and  tbe  Favourite 
sloop  of  war,  CaptaiA  Pownall,  were  still  more  (jbrlu- 
natc  :  these  ships  being  on  a  crvi^e  off  Cadi^  on  the 
21st  of  May,  fell  in  with,  and  captured  without  resist- 
ance, the  Herroione,  a  large  Spanish  register  ship,  from 
Lima.  She  was  the  richest  prize  made  during  the  war; 
the  nett  proceeds  of  her  cargoi  after  paying  all  charges, 
amounted  to  519,7051.  10s.  which  was  distributed  in 
the  following  manner ;— ' 

To  the  admiral  and  commodore  6i,963    3    9 

T^  Active's  Share, 

Tothecaptain 65,063   13     9 

To  three    commissioned   officers     at 

13,0041.  148.  Id.  each   ... 39,014     2     3 
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To  8  warrant  officers,  at  4,3361  3s.  2(1. 

each    •...3M89    5    i 

To  20  petty  officers,  at  l,806l.  lOs.  lOd. 

each 36,130  17     8 

To  150  seamen  &  marines  at  4-85l.5s.  4d. 

each 76,132  13    0 

Total  of  thei\ctive's  share 251,020  12    a 

taveiitis  Share, 

Tothecaptain 64,872  13    9 

To  2  commissioned  officers  at   12,9741. 

10s.  9d.  each ...25,949     1     (5 

To  7  warrant  officers  at  4,S24l.  1  Os.  1 1  d. 

each    - 30,373     3    5 

To  IGpetty  officers  at  l  ,8021.  Os.  4d.  each 28,836  6  3 
To  110  teamen  and  marines  at  4841. 

2s.  5d.  each 53,253  14    4 

Total  of  the  Favorite's  share  ....203,181     4    S* 
Sum  total  distributed     •^519,165     0    0 


The  Active  having  been  entitled  to  the  whole  bounty- 
money,  makes  a  difference  in  the  shares  between  the 
ships.  The  treasure  was  conveyed  from  Portsmouth  to 
London  in  twenty  waggons,  decorated  with  British 
colours  flying  over  those  of  Spain,  and  esccrled  by  a 
party  of  sailors:  at  Hyde-park-corner  they  were  joined 
by  &  troop  of  light  horse,  and  proceeded  through  the 
city  amid  the  acclamations  of  thepeop'e  to  tlie  lower.. ^ 
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Captain  Clements,  in  the  Pallas  of  36  gans,  was* 
on  (he  23d  of  July,  attacked  in  Cadiz  by  two  large 
Spanish  xebeqiMs,  one  of  VI  guns  and  the  other  of  *1\* 
Captain  Clements  would  have  brought  them  both  off 
in  triumph  had  not  a  ship  of  the  line  pushed  out  to  theiv 
assistance,  which  compelled  the  Faliat  to  sheer  off. 

Captain  Tonyn,  in  the  Brune,  of  3?  guns,  being  on 
the  23d  of  October,  on  a  cruize  off  Carthagena,  after 
on  obstinate  engagement,  captured  thf  Oiseau  French 
frigate  of  26  gum  and  2+0  men,  forty-nine  of  whom 
were  either  killed  or  wounded  ;  among  the  latter  v 
her  commander,  the  Chevslier  de  Modene,  who  lost 
his  right  arm.  The  Brune  had  six  men  killed ;  Captain 
Tonp  and  thirteen  men  wounded.  The  Oiseau  was 
idded  to  the  navy. 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship,  Sheerness,  Captain 
Clarke,  of  24  guns,  arrived  at  Villa  Franca,  in  seven 
days  from  Gibraltar.  She  was,  in  the  month  of 
November,  clpsely  pursueil  nea;  these  coasts  by  three 
French  men  of  war,  the  Content  of  64'  guns  and  two 
frigates,  the  Pleiade  and  the  Minerva,  who  came  to  an 
anchor  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Sheerness.  The 
captain  of  the  Minerva  actuated  by  an  idle  spirit  of 
vanity  and  inso'ence,  resolving  to  lie  between  him  and 
the  shore,  ran  in  between  the  Sheerness  and  the  land, 
by  which  means  he  struck  upon  the  rocks  which  bound 
the  eastern  side  of  the  harbour.  Being  himself  ignorant 
of  the  art  of  seamanship,  and  iil  assisted  by  a  crew  little 
acquainted  with  such  emergencies,  his  ship  was  in  a 
short  tim?  da^^hed  in  pieces.  The  sea  ran  so  high  that 
no  joats  would  venture  cut  from  shore  to  the  a^isist* 
ance  of  the  people  on  the  wreck.  In  this  situation, 
Captain  Clarke  forgetting  they  were  enemies*  as  well 
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■s  (hat  this  very  calamity  was  accasioned  by  their  ff* 
sentment  against  him  and  his  country ;  sent  his  people 
to  their  reLif,  who  exerled  themselves  so  effectually  as 
to  bring  them  alt  off*  except  about  twenty  •five,  who  wcro 
carried  away  by  the  violence  of  the  surf.  The  French 
commodore  waited  afterwardi  upon  I  lie  8rtliali  capfain 
to  thank  him  for  hii  timely  assistance,  and  to  express 
the  great  sense  ha  entertained  of  such«  benevolence 
and  generosity. 

The  Hampden  packet,  commanded  by  Captain 
Board,  on  her  passage  from  Faro  to  Gibraltar,  was 
attacked  near  the  straits  by  eleven  small  Spanish  prira* 
te^rs.  The  commodore  was  in  a  barcolongo,  mounted 
8  guni  and  60  men  ;  the  second  a  xebeque  of  the  same 
force ;  five  lesser  ones,  and  the  others  with  a  single 
f  uni  each  in  her  prow.  The  action  continued  from 
eleven  o*clock  in  the  forenoon  until  half  past  one,  when 
the  Spaniards  hauled  their  wind  and  made  off"  in  shore. 
The  Hampden  had  not  a  man  hurt,  and  got  into  Gibral* 
tar  bay  about  three  the  same  day,  with  her  sails  and  rig- 
ging much  hurt. 

The  French  squadron  having  escaped  out  of  Brest 
under  M.  de  Terney,  as  before  mentioned,  entered  the 
harbour  of  St.  John,  in  the  island  of  Newfoundland, 
June  24.  M.  de  Haussonville  landed  with  1500  men, 
when  the  place  surrendered  without  opposition.  The 
Gramont  sloop  of  war,  which  was  Tying  in  the  harbour, 
and  several  merchant  vessels,  fell  into  the  enem)'i 
hands. 

A  detachment  of  French  troops  was  sent  to  take  pos* 
session  of  Trinity,  the  Ba)  of  Bulls,  and  the  island  of 
Carbonere,  where  they  destroyed  all  the  fishing-stagei 
and  did  considerable  damage^    In  the  interim  M.  de 
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Haufisonville  was  putting  the  Fort  of  St.  Julin  in  the 
best  possible  state  of  defence,  and  tlirew  a  boom  across 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  As  soon  as  Captain  Thomas 
Graves,  who  was  at  this  lime  governor  of  the  island,  and 
l)ing  in  the  harbor  of  Placcniia,  in  ihtT Antelope,  was 
niacle  acquainted  with  the  arrival  of  the  French  squadron, 
and  that  they  had  landed  a  body  of  troops,  he  dispatched 
the  Syren  frigate  with  tlic  intelligence  to  Lord  Colvill, 
at  Halifax.     His  lordship  lost  no  time  in  collecting  his 
force,  and  sailed  to  its  rclieC      He    joined    Captain 
Graves  off  PJacentia,  and  proceeded  from  thence  olf  St. 
J'>hn's  harbor,  where  he  arrived  on  the  23(h  of  August^ 
and  bloth?''  up  M.  de  Terney.     On  tfie  1  llh  of  Sep- 
tember Colonel  Amherst  joined  the  commodore  with  a 
body  of  troops  from  Louisbourg;  a  landing  was  imme- 
diately effected,  in  Torbay,  about  three  leagues  frt>ni 
St.  John's ;  the  enemy  made  an  attempt  to  oppose  it, 
but  were  repulsed  with  some  loss,  and  retired  into  the 
fort  of  St.  John's.     On  the  1  Cth  a  strong  westerly  wlnd^ 
attended  by  a  thick  fog,  forced  Lord  Coivill  from  his 
station  before  the  harbor,  of  which  M.  de  Terney  avail- 
ing himself,  slipped  his  cables,  and  stood  to  sea.     On 
the  1 8th  M.  deHauss»nvi]le  finding  that  he  was  deserted 
by  the  French  squadron  and  that  it  was  impossible  !• 
hold  out  any  longer,  oflfcrcd  terms  of  capitulation,  which 
being  accepted,  the  French  became  prisoners  of  war, 
and  the  whole  island  fell  again  into  the  possession  of  the 
British. 

The  Harriet  packet  on  her  passage  from  New  York 
to  Falmouth,  was  attacked  by  a  French  privateer,  dou- 
ble her  force,  which  she  obliged  to  sheer  oflf.  The  Cap- 
tain of  the  Harriet  was  presented  with  100  guineas,  and 
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given  tlic  command  of  a  Lisbon  packet,  as  a  reward  for 
his  bravery. 

A  great  spirit  ofentcrprise  took  place  amongst  private 
adventurers,  in  consequence  of  the  Spanish  war.  Tl)c 
rooxt  remarkable  one  that  occurred  was  an  expedition, 
planned  and  underUiken  by  some  rich  merchant*;,  in 
conjuction  with  the  Portuguese,  against  the  Spani^Il 
aettlements,  of  Buenos  Ayres.  For  this  purpose  they 
purchased  from  govc-nment  two  ships  of  war,  viz. 
the  Kingston,  of  50  guns,  which  they  named  the  Lord 
Clive,  and  the  Ambuscade  frigate.  The  command  ut 
the  expedition  w&3  conferred  on  Captain  Macnaniara, 
an  otKcer  of  merit  and  experience,  formerly  a  coni« 
mander  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company.  Ai 
soon  as  their  ships  were  ready,  they  sailed  for  Lisbon, 
where  they  were  joined  by  two  Portuguese  men  ot  war, 
and  five  vessels,  laden  with  stores  and  provisions,  and 
having  on  board  600  troops.  This  armament  took  ils 
departure  from  the  Tagus  on  the  30th  ot  August,  and 
on  the  2d  of  November  entered  the  Riv^er  de  la  Plata, 
where  they  captured  a  Spanish  armed  schooner,  whose 
crew  informed  Captain  Macnamara  that  the  Spaniards 
had  already  commenced  hostilities,  and  taken  the  Por* 
tuguese  settlement  of  Nova  Colonia:  it  was  therefore 
determined  fo  recover  this  place  before  the  squadron 
should  proceed  against  Buenos  Ayres.  On  the  17(h  of 
December,  when  the  ships  came  in  sight  of  it,  they  dis* 
covered  two  large  Spanish  frigates  at  anchor,  close  under 
the  fort.  As  the  pilots  refused  to  carry  the  ships  high 
enough  up  to  attack  the  enemy,  the  commodore,  in  the 
night  of  the  24th,  made  an  attempt  with  the  boats  to 
cut  the  frigates  oat,  but  was  repulsed  with  some  loss. 
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}{c  began  lo  give  up  all  hopes  of  luccesii  against  this 
place,  and  drof  ,ied  down  the  river  lo  altack  Monti  Vi- 
deo ;  in  the  mean  time  a  small  Porluguesc  vessel  arrived 
with  dispatcher  for  the  commodore,  whose  master  was 
an  excellent  pilot  for  tbc  river,  and  ofiered  to  Cfirry  the 
sliips  within  pintol-shot  of  Nova-Colonia.     This  offci 
wa^  readily  accepted   by  the  commodore,  who  again 
stood  up  the  river  wilh  the  squadron.     On  the  6lh  of 
January,  1763,  the  Lord  Cliveaiul  Ambuscude  brougnt 
up  against  the  batteries  and  frigates  ;  a  furious  canno- 
nade commenced,  and  continued  with  great  obstinacy 
from  noon  till  five  in  the  evening,  %vhen  the  fire  from 
the  enemy's  batteries  began    to  slacken,  and  victory 
seemed  on  the  point  of  deciding  in  favor  of  the  assailants. 
At  this  moment  the  Lord  Clive,  by  some  unknown  ac- 
cident, took  fire,  and   the  flames  raged  with  so  much 
vurience,  that  every  effort  to  extinguish  them  proved 
ineffectual,  and  she  blew  up  with  a  dreadful  explosion. 
Her  brave  commander  and  the  whole  crew,   seventy- 
eight  excepted,  perislied.     By  this  time   the   Ambus- 
cade was  so  much  crippled,  that  she  was  incapable  of 
rendering  any  assistance  to  her  unlbrlunalc  companion, 
and  no'longer  able  to  oppose  the  enemy.     Captain  Ro- 
berts, of  the  Ambuiicade,  cut  his  cable,  and  retired  out 
of  the  reach  of  shot.     Alter  having  repaired  the  dama- 
ges 1^  had  sustained  in  the  action,  ^e  proceeded  to  Rio 
Janario. 

We  should  not  overlook  the  laudable  humanity,  and 
benevolence  with  which  the  Spaniards  treated  those  of 
the  unfortunate  crew  of  the  Lord  Clive-  who  had  esca« 
pcd  the  flames,  and  swam  to  the  shore.  They  consi- 
dered them  no  longer  as  enemies,  who  had  come  to 
plunder  and  destroy  their  settlement,  but  treated  them 
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with  the  greatest  tenderness,  and  furnished  Ihein  wiiH 
clothes  and  every  necessary  refreshment.  Thus  termi- 
nated an  expedition,  which  on  the  onset  had  the  most 
tialtering  prospect  of  success. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1762,  Rear-admiral  Rodney, 
sailed  from  Carlisle  hay  with  a  strong  squadron  of  ships 
of  war*  and  a  large  fleet  of  transports,  having  on  board 
13,965  land-forces,  under  the  command  of  Major-gene- 
ral Moncktoh,  destined  for  the  attack  of  Martinico;  at 
Ihe  same  time  Commodore  Swanlon  was  detached  with 
five  sail  of  the  line  to  de>troy  the  enemy's  batteries,  and 
to  make  u  diversion  in  Fort  Royal  bay  On  the  Sth  tiie 
stdmirat  anchored  the  fleet  in  St.  Anne's  bay,  where  a 
large  body  of  troops  were  landed,  and  batteries  erected. 
It  was  so^in  after  found  thatlhis  situation  was  by  no 
means  likely  to  make  any  efl'ectual  impre!^si<m  on  the 
eneiuy.  The  admiral  and  <i:eneral  therefore  determined 
to  alter  their  plan  of  operations,  re-embarked  the  troops, 
and  proceeded  to  Fort  Royal  bay;  on  the  lt>th  the 
troops  were  landed,  together  with  a  detachment  of  sea- 
men, wliodrew  the  heavy  artillery  with  great  perseve- 
rance and  courage  over  steep  mountains/  often  exposed 
to  a  galling  fire  from  the  eiwmy's  batteries.  1  iie  siege 
©f  Fort  Royal  continued  until  the  4lh  of  February,  when 
it  surrendered ;  and  on  the  I6lh  the  whole  island  wa"?  in 
possession  ol  the  British.  The  loss  sustained  in  this  ex- 
pedition did  not  amount  to  more  than  i06  men.  The 
Raisonabie,  of  64  guns,  struck  on  a  reef  of  rocks,  when 
standing  in  to-atta(ka  battery,  and  was  lost;  her  crew, 
Mores,  and  gun?  were  saved.  Major  Gates  and  Captain 
Darby  were  sent  home  with  the  news  of  the  surrender 
cfFort  Royal;  they  were  each  presented  wfth  500l.  lo 
buy  a  sword. 
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Soon  afier  the  islands  of  vSf  l.ucia,  Granada,  and  St. 
Vincent  were  captured  by  Commodore  Swaulon  and  th« 
Hon.  Captain  Harvey. 

The  French  ^^quadron,  under  M.  de  Blen.c,  that  had 
escaped  out  of  Brest  with  3(K)0  troops  on  board,  for  the 
relief  of  their  West  India  islands,  appeared  on  the  8th' 
oil' la  Trinity,  on  the  weather  side  of  Martinique.    The 
French  admiral  no  sooner  was  informed  of  the  fate  of 
(his  and  the  other  islands,  than  he  bore  away  for  St. 
Domingo.     As  soon  as  Admiral  Rodney  heard  of  the 
ar  Mfil  of  the  French  squadron,  he  collected  his  ships 
aiul  went  in  quest  of  it;  bitt  their  destination  being  soon 
after  made  known  to  him,  he  hastened  hL*;  return  !• 
Martinique,  where  he  found  a  small  vessel,  which  had 
been  dispatched  from  Lisbon,    by    Captain    George 
Johnson,  of  the  Hornet  sloop  of  war,  to  inform  theait- 
iniral  of  the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  capture  of  a  Spanish  pac- 
ket boat,  charged  with  similar  dispatches  to  the  gover* 
Dors  of  their  settlements,  in  the  West  Indies.    A  strong 
Spanish  squadron  having  also  arrived  at  the  Havannah, 
which  Admiral  Rodney  was  apprehensive  might  join 
that  under  M.  de  Blenac,  determined  him  to  proceed 
immediately  with  the  greater  part  of  his  fleet  to  the  re- 
lief of  Jamaica.     On  the  '26th,   just  as  the  admiral 
was  on   the    point  of  sailing  from  St.   Christopher's, 
Captain  Ciphinstone,  in  the  Richmond  frigate,  arrived 
from  England  with  orders  for  him  and  the  general  to  sus- 
pend all  further  operations,  until  the  arrival  of  Admiral 
Sir  George  Pocock,  with  whom  tliey  were  to  act  in  con- 
junction, upon  a  grand  and  secret  expedition.  Notwith- 
itanding  these  orders.  Admiral  Rodney  considering  Ja- 
maica to  be  ia  some  danger,  from  the  strength  of  the 
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united  fleets  of  the  enemy,  detached  Sir  fames  Douglas 
with  several  ships  of  war,  to  reinforce  the  squadion  at 
Jamaica,  and  lo  prepare  it  for  the  arrival  of  Sir  George 
Pocock.  He  sent  another  squadron  under  Commodore 
Swanlon,  to  cruize  off  the  Spanish  main,  and  returned 
himself  to  St.  Pierre's,  Martinique. 

After  a  long  and  tempestuous  {passage  Sir  George  Po- 
cock arrived,  on  iUe  '20ih  of  April,  in  the  Namur,  at 
Barbadoes.  On  the  24lh  he  sailed,  and  on  the  26th 
joined  Rear-admiral  Rodney,  at  Martinique.  On  the 
6lh  of  May  Sir  George  PocQck  and  the  Earl  of  A'  ■*  - 
marie  having  completed  their  arrangements  for  the  es^ 
pedition  agalnitt  the  Havannah,  sailed  from  Marl'niqne. 
leaving  a  sufficient  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
Re-ir-admiral  Rodney,  for  the  protection  of  the  Leeward 
Isiands. 

Commodore  Forrest,  who  commanded  at  Jamaica, 
had  received  early  information  of  the  arrival  of  M  de 
Blenacat  Cape  Francois,  by  Captain  Carteret,  ofth« 
Merlin  sloop  of  war,  who  fell  in  with  the  French  squa- 
dron in  the  night,  when  he  was  on  a  cruisDe  oflfthe 
Cape.  By  »  masterly  maneeuvre  Captain  Carteret  %o 
c^ectually  deceived  the  enemy,  as  to  make  him  I'leiievc 
the  British  M|uadron  was  in  sight,  and  in  pursuit.  This 
created  so  much  confusion  on  board  tlie  French  ships, 
that  in  their  eagemess  to  secure  a  retreat,  one  of  them, 
the  Dragon,  of  6^^  guns,  in  entering  the  Cape,  struck 
on  a  sand  bank,  and  was  totally  lost.  Commodoro 
Forrest's  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  Jamaica  was  soon  re- 
lieved by  the  arrival  of  Sir  James  Douglas  with  nine  sail 
of  tlie  line. 

Captain  Casket  in  the  Hussar  frigate,  of  29  guns,  at- 
teckcd,  April  ^,  four  large  French  armed  ships,  whicli 
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had  taken  shelter  under  a  fort  in  Tiberoon  bay.  He 
burnt  one  of  16  guns,  sunk  another  of  Id,  and  cut  out 
two,  one  of  16  and  the  other  of  12  guns,  laden  with 
indigo  and  flour.  The  Hussar  had  one  man  killed  and 
twelve  wounded;  the  enemy  had  seventeen  mcB  killed 
and  thirty-five  wounded.  The  Hussar  being  on  a 
cruize  off  Hispaniola,  in  May,  struck  upon  a  rock  and 
\  as  lost:  her  crew  was  all  saved  except  three.  The 
conduct  of  Captain  Casket  on  that  occasion,  being,  as 
is  customary,  examined  by  a  court-martial,  he  was  very 
honorably  acquitted  of  all  blame. 

THE  REDUCTION  OF  THE  HAVANNAH. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  Admiral  Pocock  was  joined  in 
the  Mona  Passage  by  the  squadron  under  the  Hon. 
Captain  Harvey,  whe  was  cruizing  to  block  up  M.  de 
Blenac,  in  Cape  Fran9ois,  and  on  the  23d  by  the  squa« 
dron  under  Sir  James  Douglas,  from  Jamaicav  The 
whole  force,  now  collected,  consisted  of: 


Stiipi.  Guns.  Commandert. 

>  Sir  G.  Pocock,  K.B.  ad* 
Namur .  .90  }      miral  of  the  blue. 

(Capt.  John  Harrison. 

r  Hon.  Aug.  Keppel,  com« 
Validnt ^.74-^      modore. 

vCapt.  Adam  Duncan. 

Cambridge 80  ......  Wm.  Goostrey. 

Culloden 74 J.  Barker. 

Centaur 74 T.  Lempriere. 

Drs?^on............74  ......  Hon. J. A. Harvey. 

Dublin  ....... ...•«74 £dw.  Gascoignt. 
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S!ii|)>.  Guns.  Comiaandert. 

Teroeraire 74     Capt.  Mat.  Barton. 

Marlborough 74 Tho.  Burnet. 

Orford 70 Mar.  Arbuihnot. 

Temple 70 Jalian  Legge. 

Alcide  ..*... ......64  ......  Tiios.  HanLerson. 

Bclieisle  ...........64  ......  Jos.  Koigbt. 

DevonsbinB.........64  ......  Sam.  Marshall. 

E^lgai; ...64 F.  W.  Drak«. 

Hampton  Court  ....61'  ......  Alex.  Innes. 

Sterling  Castle  ......64  ......  Jas.  Campbell. 

Defiance   ..........60  ......  Geo.  Mackenzie. 

intrepid...... ...... 60  ......  J.  Hale. 

Nottingham 60 T.  Colling  wood. 

Pembroke 60 J.  Wheelock. 

Kippon .60  ......  £dw,  Jek^l. 

Centurion 50 J.  Galbraitb. 

Peptford   •-. 50 Dudley  Digges. 

Harop».hire    •-. 50 Arthur  Usher. 

Sutherland 50 Mic.  EveritU 

Dover   ............44 Chal.  Ogle. 

Enterprise... 44 J.  Houiton. 

Peuzaoce  ..........44  ......  Ph.  Boteler. 

Alarm    ....... .....32  ......  Jas.  Alms. . 

Kicbmond. ...... ...33  ......  J.  Elphinstone. 

,  Echo... 2&  ......  J.  Lendrick. 

Cei^erus   ..^ 28 .C.Webber. 

Lizard * 28 Fra.  Banks. 

I^eas ......28 Sam.  Uvedale. 

Trent 28 ^- J.  Lindsay. 

M«?cary    ...20  ......  S.  C.  GoodalJ. 

Rose... 20 J.  N.F.  Nott; 

port  MahoQ  .•,.^.».20  ....»•.  Rich.  Bickerton^ 
Fowey ...SO  ...i^..  S.  Mead. 
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Sliipi.  GuiM.       Conusand^rs. 

Glasgow    20  Capl.    Rich.  Carteret. 

BonetU 16 J.  Hoimes. 

Cygnet 16 Hon.  C.  Napier. 

Merlin  ............ 16  ......  W.  F.  Bourk. 

Porcupine ....14  ......  H.  Harinood. 

Barbadoes 14  ......  J.  Hawker. 

V I  per.  .............I'l*  .....a  !•  kj  riay. 

Ferrel    ............ 14  ......P.  Clark. 

Port  Royal   14 Stair  Douglas. 

Lurcher,  catter 14    Lieut.  Walker. 

Basilisk,  bomb 8     Capl.  J.  Lowlield. 

Grenada,  ditto. .....   8  ......  Fra«er. 

Thunder,  ditto. .....  8 .R.  HasweU.   . 


The  admiral  now  came  to  the  resolution  of  8ailin|| 
through  the  Old  Straits  of  Bahama,  as  the  nost  expe* 
dilious,  although  the  most  intricate  and  hazardous  pas* 
sage.  He  formed  his  fleet  into  seven  divisions,  each  to 
be  led  by  a  ship  which  wore  a  distinguishing  pendant, 
and  directed  boats  or  vessels  to  lie  upon  the  most  dan^ 
gerotts  shoals  on  each  side,  in-order  to  avoid  accidenlt 
as  much  9^  possible.  Captain  Elphinatone,  in  the  Rich?^ 
mond  frigate,  who  had  been  through  the  Straits,  souk 
bad  made  very  accurate  remarks  on  the  land  and  layos» 
was  ordered  to  lead  the  fleet,  which  service  he  performed 
with  considerable  judgment  and  ability.  On  the  2d  of 
June  the  Alarm  and  Echo  being  a-head,  gave  chace  to. 
five  sail.  At  two  in  the  afternoon  the  Alarm  came  upr 
with  two  of  them,  and  after  an  action  ot  three  quarters! 
«f  an  hour,  compelled  (hem  to  strike.  One  proved  ta 
be  the  Thoti«,  aSpani«h  frigate,  of  22  guns,  and  180 
n«o,  100  of  whom  weK  l^iUed^  and  fourteen  wounded* 
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The  other,  the  Phsnix,  a  storc'ship  armed  for  war, 
mounting  1 8  guns  and  seventy-five  men.  The  Alarm 
had  seven  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  Echo  took  a 
brig  and  schooner. 

On  the  6th  the  fleet  brought  to  about  six  leagues  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Havannah,  when  the  Adnoiral  issued 
out  his  orders  to  the  captains  of  the  ships  of  war,  and  the 
masters  of  the  transports  relative  to  the  mode  to  be  ob- 
served in  landing  the  troops ;  the  superintendance  of 
which  important  service  was  entrusted  to  Commodore 
Keppel,  who  had  with  him  six  ships  of  the  line,  several 
frigates^&c.    On  the  7th  at  daylight  the  troops  were  all 
in  the  flat  boa^s  ranged  in  three  divisions :  the  centre 
under  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  Captain  Harvey ;  the 
right  wing  under  the  capiains  Hareton  and  l}rake ;  the 
left  under  the  captains  Arbuthnot  and  Jekyt,  and  a  re- 
serve  under  Captain  Wheelock.     A  body  o(  the  enemy 
appearing  on  the  shore  to  oppose  the  landing  of  the 
troops,  the  commodore  ordered  the  Mercury  and  Bo- 
Detta  to  scour  the  beach,  which  they  completely  effect- 
ed, and  the  troops  were   landed  without  opposition. 
A  more  considerable  body  of  the  enemy  shewing  a  dis* 
position  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  Cozegoar  river, 
Ihe  commodore  directed  Captain  Harvey  in  the  Dragon 
to  proceed  against  a  battery  at  the  entrance  of  that  ri- 
^ver,  which  he  soon  silenced  and  dispersed  the  enemy. 
A  detachment  of  seamen  and  800  marines  were  landed 
to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  prosecuting  the  siege. 
On  the  ist  of  July,  the  admiral  ordered  the  Dragon, 
Cambridge,  and  Marlborough,  to  at'^ck  the   Moro; 
and  in  order  to  draw  off  the  enemy's  attention  from 
these  ships,  the  Stirling  castle  was  directed  to  lead  ia 
until  tl^  first  ship  shcdd  be  placed,  and  then  to  make 
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nil  and  stand  out  to  the  fleet ;  bui  Captain  Campbell, 
!)tr  commander,  having  neglected  to  execute  tl)is  ser- 
vice in  conlbrraity  to  the  orders  he  had  received,  was 
the  cause  of  the  Dragon  getting  aground,  by  which 
accident  she  became  tbr  some  time  exposed  to  a  heavy 
iire  from  the  enemy,  and  was  with  great  difficulty  got 
afloat.  * 

Captain  Campbell  is  mentioned  in  the  official  dis- 
patches of  the  commander  in  chief,  as  having  been  one 
of  the  officers  employed  by  him   to  cover  the   bomb- 
ketches,  when  they  thre-.v  shells  into  the  town  at  the 
commencement  of  the  siege.     This  service  he  appears 
to  have  performed  very  much  to  the  admiral's  satisiao 
tion ;  but  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his  dispatch,  the  fol* 
iowiiig  not   very  honorable  mention  is  made  of  him: 
"  It  Was  thought  three  larg^  ships  would  prove  service- 
able if  placed  against  the  north-east  part  of  the  Moro ; 
I  therefore  ordered  for  that  service  ilte  Dragon,  Marr-- 
borough   iifld   Cambridge.      Captain    Harvey    having 
readily  offered  to  command  tb«  attack  and  made  very 
judicious  dispositiens  in  placing  the  three  ships,  the 
Stirling  CasHe  was  ordered  to  lead  until  the  first  ship 
was  properly  placed,  and  then  to  make  sail  off;  but 
Captain  Campbell  not  having  performed  that  service 
agreeable  to  the  orders  he  received  from  Captain  Har« 
vey,  he  has  complained  of  him^  and  desired  his  conduct 
may  be  enquired  into,  which  shall  be  done  as  soon  as 
li)e  present  atfairs  will  permit."  Accordingly,  after  a  re« 
(^uUr  investigation  before  a  court-martial  oirthe  16th  of 
Augu'^t  following,  Mr.  Campbell  was  seulenced  to  be 
dismissed  tl>e  service. 

The  Dragon,  Cambridge,  and  Marlborough,  sustained 
a  furious  caiuionade  from  eight  in  the  morning  until  tkree 
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in  the  afternoon ;  when  they  were  obligeH  (o  retire  iii  a 
most  shattered  condition.  Captain  Gooxtrey,  ot  -  tlie 
Cambridge,  fell  early  in  the  engagement ;  his  place 
.  was  ably  supplied  by  Captain  John  Lindsey  ct  ihe 
Trent  frigate.  The  Cambridge  had  twenty-fcur  imn 
killed  and  ninety-five  wounded  ;  the  Dragon,  six  killed 
and  thirty-seven  wounded ;  and  the  Marlborough,  two 
killed  and  eight  wounded. 

On  the  .'iOth  of  July*  a  practicable  breach  was  marie 
in  the  M«ro  castle,  and  it  wa»  on  the  same  day  reso- 
lutely carried  by  storm,  with  the  inconsiderable  loss  of 
only  two  officers  and  thirty  men  ;  the  slaughter  among 
the  Spaniards  was  tmmense.  Don  Louis  de  Valasco^ 
captain  of  a  ship  of  war,  and  governor  of  ihe  furt,  made 
a  most  gallant  defence ;  he  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
bis  second,  the  Marquis  de  Gonssales  was  killed.  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  to  commemorate  the  fate  of  the 
bra^e  Don  ValaiHio,  created  his  son  Viscount  Moro, 
and  directed  that  for  ever  after  there  should  be  a  ship  in 
bi^  navy  called  the  Valasco. 

On  the  1 1th  of  August,  the  Spaniard*  bung  out  flags 
of  truce  from  the  town,  fort  Le  Puntal,  and  the  sdmi- 
ral's  ship  On  the  13th  the  capitulation  was  signed, 
and  on  the  following  day  the  British  were  put  in  poi- 
session  of  J  he  Havannah.  The  money,  valuable  mer- 
chandize, with  tlie  military  and  naval  stores,  which 
were  found  in  the  town  and  arsenal,  amounted  to 
near  3,000,0001.  sterling.  By  the  reduction  of  this 
place  the  Spanish  navy  received  a  severe  blow.  Nine 
sail  of  the  line  was  taken  in  the  harbour  fit  for  sea  ;  two 
on  the  stocks,  which  were  burnt  by  our  people,  and 
three  qthers  were  sunk  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
with  a  large  galleon.    This  important  conquest  '.vai 
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not  acquired  without  a  considerable  loss  on  our  part, 
(he  icilled,  wounded,  roi.<i$ing,  and  those  who  died  by 
sickness,  which  raided  to  a  great  degree,  during  and 
after  tiie  siege,  amounted  to  above  1790  officers  and 
men,  exclusive  of  those  who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  un- 
wliolesomeness  of  the  climate  on  board  the  fleet. 

Sir  George  Pocock  sent  home  the  honourable  Capt. 
Harvey  in  the  Dragon  with  his  dispatches ;  and  Captain 
Nugent  was  entrusted  with  those  from  the  Earl  of 
Albemarle.  Captain  Harvey  on  his  passage  took  a 
French  ship  valued  at  30,000. 

During  the  siege  the  Defiance  and  Hampton  Court 
took  out  i.i  Mariei  harbour,  two  Spanish  frigates,  the 
Vengeance  of  26  guns,  and  the  Mari^  of  1 8  guns. 

Go  tiie  24th  of  July,  the  Chesterfield  of  40  guns, 
and  four  transport<i,  having  on  board  troops  to  reinforce 
the  army  from  North  America,  was  lost  on  Cayo 
Comftte ;  the  seamen  and  soldiers  were  saved  by  the 
Rich.nond  and  some  of  the  (ran^iports. 

The  distribution  of  the  prize-money  for  the  capture 
of  the  Havannah,  was  by  no  means  made  conformable 
to  the  established  rules  hitherto  observed.  The  inferior 
officers,  seamen,  and  soldiers,  received  a  very  unequal 
and  undue  reward  for  the  distinguished  bravery  they 
hd  displayed,  and  the  several  hardships  which  they 
liad  endured  during  so  perilous  and  fatiguing  a  ser^rice. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  Sir  George  Pocock,  with 
a  part  of  the  squadron  and  about  fifty  transpnrts,  sailed 
from  the  Havannah  lor  England,  leaving  the  remainder 
under  the  command  of  Rear-admiral  Keppel.  The 
admiral  had  a  tolerable  passage  until  he  was  within 
'A)u  leagues  of  the  channel,  when  Ihe  wind  veered  to 
tile  eastward  and  increased  te  a  violent  si«rm  vi^hicii 
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continued  tevcral  day*  ai.  -<i«periied  the  fleet.  Thi 
Temple  and  twelve  otiier  Alports  roundere<l,  their 
crews  were  fortunately  laved  by  the  ships  in  company. 
Tke  Devonshire  and  Culloden  had  nearly  shared  the  same 
fete ;  they  were  obliged  io  throw  overtx>ard  most  ot 
Iheir  guns ;  after  encountering  many  difliculilcs  and  (lan« 
gers,  they  reached  the  harbour  of  Kinsale  in  compaii) 
ivith  the  San  Gendro,  one  of  the  Spanish  prizes. 

The  fate  of  the  Marlborough  was  still  more  depiora- 
bje:  two  days  after  the  fleet  had  passed  the  gulph  of 
Florida,  she  parted  company  ;  and  being  overtaken  by 
a  violent  storm,  the  leaks,  which  were  considerable  be- 
fore, increased  to  such  an  alarming  degree,  that  Capl. 
Burnet  ordered  many  of  the  guns  to  be  thrown  over* 
board;  and  the  anchors  to  be  cut  away.  All  this  proved 
,  ineflfectual,  the  water  still  gained  upon  them  ;  and  the 
crew,  exhausted  with  fatigue  and  sickness,  were  with 
difliculy  prevailed  upon  by  their  ofliccrs  lo  work  the 
putnps  J  however,  by  the  greatest  exertions,  Ihcy  per- 
severed and  kept  her  afloat  until  the  '2yih  of  November, 
when  they  were  providentially  rescued  from  their  peril- 
ous situation,  by  the  appearance  of  tlie  Antelope,  which 
was;  on  her  passage  from  Newfoundland  with  a  convoy 
to  Lisbon.  Captain  Graves  immediately  bore  down, 
and  finding  the  miserable  condition  the  Marlborough 
was  in,  he  took  out  her  crew,  and  destroyed  the  ship. 

Rear-admiral  Keppel  cruized  ofl'  the  Havannah  and 
Hispaniola  with  great  success  ;  the  whole  of  a  French 
convoy,  escorted  by  lour  large  armed  ships,  were  cap 
tured  off' Cape  Francois.  His  cruizers  also  made  seveu 
valuable  captures. 

Captain  Joseph  Mead,  in  the  Fowey,  of  20  guns,  ani 
]  30  men,  being  on  a  cruize  off  Cape  Tiberoon,  ie 
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vt\ih,  and  sfter  m  levcre  mkI  obttintte  engagement, 
(tptured  the  Ventura,  a  Spaninh  frigate  of  Q6  gunx, 
and  SOO  men,  forty  of  whom  were  killed,  and  many 
wounded.  The  Fowey  bad  ten  men  killed  and  twenty- 
four  wounded* 

On  the  29(jh  of  October,  the  Basilisk  bomlyketch  of 
eight  gons,  and  fifty  men,  after  a  bkx>dy  contest,  was 
captured  by  the  Audacieuie  French  privateer,  of  1 8  gum, 
and  140  men.  Captain  Low  field  and  his  Keatenant, 
with  a  great  number  of  his  cfew,  were  killed. 

Captain  Peter  C  larke,  in  the  Ferret  sloop  of  war, 
attacked  a  large  Spanish  ship  of  40  guns,  which  had 
ttiken  ahelter  in  a  bay  in  the  island  of  Porto  Rico ;  aftct 
a  smart  action,  which  lasted  two  hours,  he  obliged  licr 
'  to  strike :  the  proved  a  most  valuable  prize,  liound  to 
Cadiz  from  the  Caraccas.  For  this  gallant  action.  Cap- 
tain Clarke  was  made  post. 
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THE  Argo  frigate  arrived  at  Madras  from  England, 
in  (he  month  of  June:  Captain  Richard  Kifig,  her 
commander,  brought  out  intelligence  of  hoslililies  hav> 
ing  commenced  against  Spain ;  and  orders  for  Vice- 
admiral  Cornish  to  proceed  with  the  utmc^t  dispatch  to 
the  attack  of  Manilla.  Colonel  Draper  \/as  sent  out 
to  command  the  land  forces.  The  admiral  immediately 
dispatched  tl>e  Seahorse,  Captain  Grant,  to  cruize  off 
the  Philippine  Islands  in  order  to  intercept  all  vessels 
that  might  be  booiid  to  Manilla.  In  the  course  of  tliree 
^vccks  the  troops  were  all  embarked,  and  every  thing 
ready  for  this  important  enterprise.  On  the  29lh  of 
iuly,  Commodore  Teddiman  sailed  with  the  first  divi- 
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sion  of  the  fleet :  and  on  the  1st  of  August,  the  admirai 
followed  with  the  remainder  except  the  Falmoutii, 
which  was  left  at  the  request  of  the  ptesidency  of  Ma* 
dras,  to  convoy  the  Essex  Indiaman,  she  having  on 
beard  the  treasure  for  the  China  ships. 

The  fleet  anchored  at  Malacca  on  the  19th,  whe;c  it 
look  on  board  water  and  refreshments.  On  the  27  th  it 
sailed,  and  on  the  '23d  of  September,  it  arrived  in 
Manilla  Bay,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  had  not  yet  Iieard  of  the  war,  and  were  conse- 
quently ill  prepared  for  so  sudden  an  attack. 

The  town  having  been  the  next  morning  ineflfectually 
aommoned,  it  was  determined  to  make  an  immediate 
•decent.  Tb«  Argo,  Seahorse  and  Seaford  frigates  were 
ordered  to  anchor  close  in  shore,  to  cover  the  landing  of 
the  troops  Which,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  was 
•effected  with  some  difficulty,  under  the  direction  of 
the  captains  Parker,  Kempenfelt,  and  Brercton,  througli 
a  most  violent  surf  by  which  many  of  the  boats  were 
dashed  to  pieces,  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammuniiion 
damaged,  but  fortunately  no  lives  were  lost.  The  ene- 
my had  collected  in  force  4o  oppose  the  landing :  but 
the  well  directed  and  brisk  cannonade  from  the  frigate, 
soon  compelled  them  to  retire.  The  troops  reinforced 
by  274  marines,  landed  and  formed  on  the  beach  with- 
out molestation. 

On  the  26th,  a  battalion,  composed  of  632  seamen, 
was  landed  to  co-operate  with  the  army  under  llie  com- 
mand  of  the  Captains  Collins,  Pitchford,  and  Ourry. 
On  the  29th,  in  order  to  divide  the  enemy's  attention, 
and  second  the  operations  of  the  army,  the  admiral  or- 
dered the  Elizabeth  and  Faln1t>uth  to  anchor  as  close  to 
the  town  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit,  and  to 
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enfilade  the  part  proposed  to  be  attacked.  Although 
(lie  water  wan  too  shoal  for  the  ships  to  approach  near 
enough,  their  shot  had  the  desired  effect ;  ti>rowing  the 
inhabitants  into  the  greatest  terror  and  contusion. 

On  the  I  St  and  2d  of  October,  it  blew  a  jnost  violent 
storm,  attended  by  torrents  of  rain,  which  endangered 
the  wIh)Ic  squadron.  The  Soutli  Sea  Castle  store-ship 
i>a<;  driven  ashore,  fortunately  without  being  materially 
injured  ;  and  in  such  a  situation  as  proved  extremely 
useful;  her  broadside  enfiladed  the  b^ch,  which  enabled 
her  to  land  the  intrenching  tools,  stores,  and  provisions^ 
wiih  which  she  Imd  lately  arrived,  without  molestation. 
By  the  united  efforts  of  the  sea  and  land  forces,  the 
liege  was  carried  on  with  the  greatest  spirit  and  activity/ 
Tiic  enemy  made  several  desperate  attempts  to  storm 
our  batteries  and  intrenchments ;  but  were  each  time 
repulsed  with  a  dreadful  carnage  ;  as  the  forces  they 
employed  on  this  serviio  wcit  chiefly  composed  of 
Indians,  armed  only  with  bows  and  arrows,  who,  with 
a  savage  ferocity,  rushed  on  the  very  muzzles  of  our 
pieces,  and  died  like  wild  beasts,  gnawing  the  bayonets. 

On  (lie  5lh,  a  practicable  breach  was  made  in  the 
enemy's  works ;  and  the  next  morning,  at  day-break,  <he 
Ibrt  was  carried  by  storm.  The  governor  and  principal 
etlicers  had  retired  to  the  citadel,  which  being  in  a  de- 
fenceless state,  they  were  soon  obliged  to  surrender. 
To  save  the  ciiy  from  being  pillaged,  the  inhabitants 
entered  into  an  agreement  to  ransom  it  for  four  millions 
of  dollars.  One  million  sterling  was  to  be  assigned  ta 
the  East  India  compotiy,  for  the  aid  they  afforded  in  the 
expedition.  The  following  sums  were  all  the  captors 
received: 

«2 
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To  the  Admiral,  General,  and  Com- 
modore    14,120  i2    9 

To  the  Captains  of  the  Navj»  and  Field 

Officers  of  the  Army,  each 1,^39     0  '  8 

To  the  Lieutenants  and  Masters  of  the 
Navy,  and  Captains  of  the  Army, 
each 165     4    8 

To  the  Warrant  Officers  of  the  Navy, 

and  Subalterns  of  the  Army ^  each..  89     0    5 

To  the  Petty  Ofikcri*  of  the  Navy,  and 
.  Non>commissioiied    OfScen   of    the 
Army,  each '     SO     1    0 

To  the  Seamen  and  Soldiers,  each. ...  6  D    0 


,  In  the  harbour  several  lar/^  ships  were  taken,  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  naval  and  military  stores  were 
fpund  in  the  royal  magazines,  which  enabled  the  ad* 
miral  te  rcBt  the  fleet,  now  become  in  a  most  reduced 
and  crippled  condition. 

Tlie  loss  sustained  durinf^  the  siege  was  very  incon<ii« 
derable,  when  compared  with  the  hardships  and  fatigue 
to  which  the  troops  and  seamen  were  constantly  expos- 
cd.  Four  o6^ers  were  killed,  5  wounded,  and  2 drown- 
ed; 28  seamen  and  soldiers  killed^  106 'wounded,  and 
1 1  drowned.  Commodore  Teddiman,  in  attempting  to 
enter  the  river  in  his  barge,  the  morning  after  the  reduc- 
tion of  Manilla,  was  unfortunately  drowned,  with  five  oF 
bis  people. 

Captain  Richard  Kempenfelt  was  appointed  to  act  as 
governor  of  the  citadel  of  Cavite,  and  was  afterwards 
entrusted  with  the  admiral's  dispatches  to  England. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  during  the  siege.  Admiral 
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Cornish  received  intelligence  that  the  galleon,  St.  Philip- 
pina,  was  on  her  pa<isage  from  Acapulca  to  Manilla. 
The  Panther  and  Argo  were  instantly  sent  in  qvie^t  of 
her.    On  the  30lh  of  October,  Captain  Parkerdisco- 
vered   a  large  sail  off  the  island  of  Capul,  and  gave 
ctiace.     A' rapid  and  adverse  current  obliged  the  Pan- 
ther te  anchor :  but  the  Argo  got  alongside  of  her,  and 
after  a  smart  action  of  two  hours.  Captain  King  was 
compelled  to  sheer  off  to  repair  his  damages.     At  nine 
the  next  morning  the  Panther  came  up  with  the  chase, 
and  engaged  her  within  musVet-shot  until  eleven,,  when 
she  struck,  and  proved  to  be  the  Santissima  Trinidadd^ 
which  had  sailed  from  Manilla  on  the  first  of  August^ . 
bound  to  Acapuka ;  but  having  encountered  a  heavy 
storm,  was  dismasted,  and  on  her  return  to  refit.     She 
was  pierced  for  sixty  guns,  but  had  or.ly  thirteen  mount* 
eA,  and  eight  hundred  mcn«    The  money >  and  mer- 
chandize found  on  board  were,  estimated  tit  ihree  mil— 
lions  of  dollars.    In  the  meaOi  time  the  Philippina  har^ 
arrived  ni  Pnlapa/  a  port  on  the  island  of  Samar.     The 
governor,  and  principal  merchants  of  Manilb,.  entered 
iolo  an  agreement  with  Admiral  Cornish  and  General ' 
Draper,  that  the  galleon  should  be  given  up  to  the  Eng- 
lish with  all  her.  treasure  and  plate- on.  boyd,  provided 
(hey  might  be  allowed  ta  take  out  of  her  as  much  money 
as  would  pay  off  the  remainder  of  the  four  million  of 
dollars  which  was  due  for  the  ransom  of  the  city.     The 
admiral, and  general: having  acceded  to  this  proposal,. 
the  Argo  aiHJ  Seaford.  fi  igates  ^were  dispatched  to  Pa- 
lapa,  with  a  deputationfrom  the  governor  of  Manilla, . 
ordering  the  general  of  the  galleon  to  deliver  her  up  to  • 
the  English.    The  captains  of  the  frigates  used  every 
effort,  for,  three  months,  tabeat  (hroygh  the  StiaiCt  of. 
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Embocadero,  against  a  strong  N.  £.  monsoon,  during 
which  time  they  encountered  very  tempestuous  wea- 
their ;  and  were  frequently  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
bst.  They  were  at  Fength  obKged  to  bear  iway  for 
Manilla  without  efTecting  their  purpose  in  a  most  shat- 
tered coibdition,  and  in  great  want  of  provisions. 

Soon  after  Admiral  Cornish  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Co- 
romande),  leaving  the  Fahnoulh  and  Seaferd  ibr  the 
protection  of  Manilla;  and  with  orders  for  Captain 
Brereton  to  sail  for  Palapa,  to  take  possession  of  the 
galleon  as  soon  as  the  season  would  permit.  This  com- 
mission never  appears  to  have  been  executed,  as  nothing 
more  was  ever  heard  of  the  cargo  of  the  Phitippina »  and 
the  Spanish  government  refused  to  pay  the  two  million 
of  dollars  due  for  their  ransom. 

The  preliminaries  of  a  general  peacoi  which  had  been 
signed  at  Fontainbleau,  November  3,  were  ratified  on 
the  1 0th  of  February,  in  1765,  and  proclaimed  in  Lon- 
clon,  on  the  22il.  The  complement- of  men  for  the  sea- 
service  was  now  reduced  to  16,000^  including  4217 
marines :  the  fleets  on  ^reign  stations  wert  ordered 
home*  and  the  whole  pamoff;  about  twenty  sail  ofthd 
line  were  recom missioned  as  guard  ships. 

His  majesty's  squadrons,  as  now  established,  were : 

At  Portsmouth  seven  guard  ships,  fmm  74  to  60 
guns.  . 

At  Plymouth  eighl  ditto,  from  74  to  60  guns. 
At  Chatham  four  ^ilo,  from  74  to  60  guns. 
Mediterranean,  nine  ditto,  from  64  to  14  gun9 
North  America,  twenty  ditto,  from  50  to  10  guns* 
Leeward  Islandj,  one  of  60^  guns.    ' 
Tfiniaica,  sisileen  i^uftfd  Bhipe,  from  64  to  S  guns. 
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Africa,  five  ditto,  from  44  to  14  guns. 
East  Indies,  one  of  60  guns. 
Newfoundland  one  of  50  guns. 

Number  of  seamen  and  marines  employed  du- 
ring the  war....... ....^ 184,893 

Number  that  appears  to  have  been  killed  in 
action,  or  by  accident........... 1512 

Died  by  disease  or  missing 133,708 

Total  lost ]31,21?0 

Remaining  on  the  books  at  the  navy  olfice  49,673, 
all  of  whom  excepting  16,000  were  paid  00*. 

The  Marine  Society,  on  the  peace  taking  place,  libe* 
rally  proposed  to  take  and  provide  for  all  boys  under  1 6 
years,  who  were  or  might  be  discharged  from  his  majes* 
ty's  service,  on  producing  certificates  of  their  good  be- 
havior from  their  respective  officers.  Accoidingly  295 
boys  were,  upon  application,  thus  provided  for.    . 

A  large  body  of  sailors  presented  a  petition  to  the 
king,  requesting  to  have  their  R's  taken  oflT.  His  ma- 
jesty was  graciously  pleased  to  grant  t!he  request  to  all 
those  who  should  appear  ^y  the  books  at  the  navy 
office,  to  have  deserted  and  entered  again  on  board  a 
king's  ship.  A  petition  was  also  presented  by  another 
body  of  sailon,  requesting  the  payment  of  their  prize* 
Bioncy  which  according  to  curUom,  after  a  certain  time, 
had  been  paid  to  G:eenwich>lu>spital. 

Oil  the  20th  of  Octob(  r,  1763,  the  shifting  cf  the 
monsoon,  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  was  attended 
with  a  violent  storm,  several  vessels  in  Madras  road  foun* 
4ered,  others  were  driven  on  shore  and  beat  to  pieces, 
t\\e  most  of  whose  crews  miserably  perished.  The 
Norfolk,  America,  and  Weyroc^th  were  ander  the  ne* 
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cessify  of  puttitij^  to  sea,  and  returned  a  few  days  after 
dismasted,  and  in  a  very  leaky  condition. 

During  this  war  the  British  flag  acr}uired  a  oonsider- 
able  degree  of  glory;  but  such  were  the  expences  of  it, 
whichamounted  to  little  less  than  eighteen  millions  ster* 
ling,  that  the  necessity  of  concluding  a  peace  was  ac- 
knowledged by  ail  his  majesty's  ministers  and  privy  coun- 
sellors-, exrept  two.     The  terms  granted  by- the  enemy, 
v<^ere  such  as  the  British  ministry  thought  admissible, 
and  adequate  to  the  occasion.    By  this  treaty  the  whole 
of  the  continent  of  North  America,  on  this  side  the 
Mississippi,  except  the  town  of  New  Orleans,  with  a- 
small  district  Foiuid  it,  was  surrendered  to  us  by  France 
and  Spain,  in  consideration  of  our  restoring  to  Spain  the- 
i»land  of  Cuba ;  and  toFfance  the  islands  of  Martinico, 
Gaudaloupe,  Mariegalante,  and  Desirade,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  our  granting  the  French  two  small  ifrfands. 
on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  and  quitting  our  preten-- 
sions-  to  the  neutral  island  of -St.  Lucia,  they  yielded  to . 
us-  tbe  islands  of  Grenada,  and  the  Grenadilles,  and: 
quitted  their  pi^tensions  tp  the  neulral  islands  of  St. . 
Vincent,  Dominica^  and  Tobago.     In  Euf ope  likewise : 
the  FrencJi  restored  te  us  the  island  of  Minorca,-  and  wc^ 
restored  to  them  the  island  ofBelleisle.  Ii»- Africa  we  re-- 
tained  the  settlement  of  Senegal,  but  returned  Goree, , 
s^  Bipall  island  of  little  value.    The  article;  that  relates  to 
the  East  Indies,  was  dictated  by>  titc  directors  of  thci 
English  com pany>  and  which  restored  4o  the  Frenc|i  all 
the  places  they  had  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  on  con-> 
dition  that  they  should  maintain  neither  forts  nor  forces- 
in  the  province  of  Bengal.     The  city  of  Manilla  wasr 
restored  to  the  Spaniards,  who  granted  us  the  liberty  of; 
eutting  logwood  in. the  bay  of  Honduras  in  Americs*.. 
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WE  diall  now  conclude  our  present  remadis  with 
brief'  memoiri  of  the  roost  ill«strious  actors  in  the  pre* 
ceding  pages,  whose  services  and  lives  terminated  at 
thisperied. 

THE  HON.  EDWARD  BOSCAWEN, 
Third  son  of  Hugh,  first  Lord  Vtscmint  Falmouth ;  was 
bom  on  the  1 9th  of  A  ugust,  1711.  The  anceston  of  the 
noble  fkmily,  whence  this  distinguished  seaman  derived 
his  bhrtb,  are  traced  up  to  the  year  1 199.  The  family 
name,  according  to  the  custom  of  ancient  timet,  was 
adopted  from  tiie  manor  of  Boscan'en-r9sei  tn  Comwalf^ 
of  which  they  were  possessed.  Edward  Bottcawen, 
the  sol^kiet  of  these  memoir*,  having  betaken  hiioseif 
to  ■  narval  life,  pasted  the  subordinate  sfations  with 
great  credit,  and  was,  on  the  I'2ih  of  March,  17S7,  ap» 
pointed  oiptain  of  the  Leopard,  of  fifty  ^!*n8.  in  1 7  39, 
we  find  him  commanding  the  Shoreham  frigate,  emploj* 
ed  on  the  Jamaica  station  at  a  cruiser.  His  own  ship 
being  unfit  for  tea,  when  Mr.  Vernon  sailed  on  the  ex« 
pcdiiion  against  Porto  B^llo,  Mr.  Bo<(cawen  stepped  for^^ 
ward  with  great  spirit,  and  ^f^oested  to  serve  under  him 
as  a  volunteer.  He  distinguished  himself  in  ihe  reduc* 
lion  of  that  fbrtress,  and  superintendeJ  on  the  demoli* 
tion  of  it.  On  the  attack  of  Cartbagena,  in  February, 
1741 -2,  (See  vol.  i.  p.  24>3-8),  he  hav'l  tiie  command  of 
a  parcel  of  seamen,  who  resolutely  attacked  and  took 
the  fascine  battery,  of  fifteen  twenty-four  pounders,  and 
a  smaller  of  five  guns,  notwithstanding  a  desperate  re* 
sistance.  After  Mr.  Bot^cawen's  return,  till  1745,  he 
iseems  torbave  been  principally  employed  as  a  cruiser  in 
the  ehannel.  In  January,  1746,  he  was  made  captain 
of  the  Namur,  and  on  November  the  26tli,  of  the  same 
y«ar,  being  commodore  of  a  saiall  squadron,  he  look 
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ib^  Intrepid,  a  French  privateer  from  St.  MaIoes>.  of 
twenty  guns,  and  two  hundred  men*  He  signalized 
himself  in  the  engagement  between  the  Britkth  fleet, 
under  Admiral  Anson,  and  a  French  squadron  of  men 
of  war,  which  was  convoking  a  valuable  fleet  of  mer- 
chantmen to  the  East  and  West-Indies,  on  the  3d  of 
May,  1747.  He  most  eminently  contributed  to  the 
complete  success  which  attended  this  action,  and  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  shoulder  by  a  musket-bail. 
For  his  servkes  on  this  memorable  day,  Mr.  Boscawen 
was  created  an  admiral  of  the  blue  squadron,  and  soon 
after  appointed  commander-in-chief  of  a  squadron  or- 
dered for  the  East-Indies,  and  general  of  the  land-forces 
employed  on  that  expedition.  On  the  28th  of  July, 
1748,  the  fleet  arrived  at  Fort  St.  David,  when  the 
admiral  proceeded  to  attack  Pondicherry  by  land.  This 
enterprize  proved  unsuccessful ;  and  soon  after  the  rais- 
ing of  the  siege,  intelligence  arrived  from  England  of 
the  conclusion  of  a  peace.  On  the  ]9tb  of  October, 
JI749,  the  admiral  sailed  from  the  coast  of  Coromandel 
for  Europe^  and  arrived  at  Spithead  in  April,  1750. 
He  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white  on  his 
return  ;  and  on  February  the  4lh,  1755,  to  the  rank  of 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  ami  set  sail  from  Plymouth  on 
Uie  27lh  of  that  month,  with  eleven  ships  of  the  line, 
and  a  frigate,  with  two  regiments  for  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland. This  expedition  was  intended  lo^vatch  the 
motionof  the  enterprising  enemy.  Soon  after  the  ar- 
rival of  this  fleet  at  the  place  of  destinatioH,  the  French 
fleet,  of  twenty-five  ships  of  the  line,  besides  frigates, 
under  M.  de  la  Molte,  came  to  the  same  station ;  but 
the  fogs,  which  prevail  on  those  coasts,  concealed 
(l>e  two  ariDaflaents  from  the  sight  of  each  other  i  but 
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tfvo  of  the  French  ships  having  been  separated  from  the 
rest  in  the  fog  on  the  9th  of  June,  fell  in  the  next  day 
with  the  Dunkirk  and  Defiance,  two  sixty-gun  ships, 
commanded  by  Captain  H«we,  and  Captain  Andrews ; 
and  were  both  taken  aAer  an  enga^emeht  of  about  five 
hours.  The  two  captured  French  ships  were,  the  Al- 
cide,  of  sixty-four  guns,  with  four  hundred  and  eighty 
men,  and  the  Lys,  pierced  for  sixty-four  guns,  but 
jDOHnting  only  twenty-two,  with  eight  companies  of 
land  forces  on  board.  On  the  8th  of  February,  1738, 
Mr.  Boscawen  was  declared  admiral  of  (he  blue.  The 
reduction  of  Louisburg,  in  the  island  of  Cape  Breton, 
being  in  contemplation.  Admiral  Boscawen  was  pitched 
upon  to  -command  the  armament  destined  for  that  pur- 
pose.    See  p.  74-9. 

Though,  from  the  very  nature  of  his  situation,  he  be« 
ing  only  generally  concerned  in  these  transactions,yet  his 
diligence  and  attention  were  so  much  displayed  on  this 
occasion,  that  the  thanks  of  the  house  of  commons  were 
voted  to  be  communicated  to  him  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cember, 1758.  On  February  the  2d,  1759,  he  was 
sworn  of  the  privy-council,' and  took  his  seat  at  the 
board  accordingly.  This  gallant  admiral,  being  invest- 
ed with  the  command  of  a  squadron  of  fourteen  ships 
of  the  line,'  and  two  frigates,  for  the  Mediterranean 
service,  set  sail  from  St.  Helen's  on  April  the  14th, 
1759;  and  after  his  arrival  in  (hat  sea,  he  displayed  the 
British  flag  before  Toulon,  by  way  of  defiance  to  the 
French  fleet,  which  lay  at  anchor  there;  under  M.  de  la 
Clue,  consisting  of  twelve  large  ships,  and  three  frigates, 
preparing  to  join  M.  Conflans  at  Brest.  But  the  at- 
tempt to  buri^  some  of  the  ships  in  that  harbour  proved 
unsuccessful.     In  January,  1760,  Admiral  Boscawen 
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wu  declared^eneral  oitmannts,  with  a  ftlary  of  30001. 
a  year,  and  again  put  to  sea  ou  the  6tb  of  February ; 
meeiit^  with  a  series  of  tempestuous  wealber,  he  was 
forced  into  Plymootb*  with  bis  iMe  flaet  very  much  shal- 
tered»  on  the  15ib ;  but  the  RamJlieo,  oi  iK>  guns  was 
lost. 

He  was,  in  the  course  of  (he  ensuing  <sufnmer, 
with  Sir  Edward  HaiviLc,  commander  in  Quiberon 
bay.  Unhappily  for  his  country  he  was  soon,  after, 
by  a  premature  death«  deprived  of  disfpl^ing^  those  vir- 
tues and  qaalilief  which  were  both  its  ornaments  and 
defence.  A  bilious  fover  tsrminated  hut  life  on  the '  1 0th 
of  January,  176 1.  His  body  was  ooav^sycd  to  Corn, 
iivall^  and  interred  amongst  his  ancestors*  in  the  parish 
church  6f  St.  Michael,  at  Penkevil,  where  a  monuroent, 
on  which  the  following  inscfiptioD  is  et^raived,  has  been 
erected  to  his  memory : — 
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Here' lies  the  Right  KoMurable 
EDWARD  BOSC  AWEN, 
Admiral  ef  the  Bine,  General  of  Marines, 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  one  of  bis  Majeit/s  Most 
^    Honourable  Privy  Council. 
Hiibiffthv  though  noble,  "^ 
His  titles^  though  iHustrioai» 
Weie  but  indicated  additions  te.Jiisgfeatiies8. 

History, 

In  more  expressible,  and  more  Indelible 

Characters, 

Will  ipform  latest  Posterity, 

Wkhwhatanlentaeal, 

With  what  suocessfol  i«loiir^ 

He  sesvtd  his  country, 
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And  taught  her  enemies^ 

To  dread  her  naval  power. 

In  command 

He  was  equal  to  every  emergency* 

Superior  to  every  difficulty. 

In  his  high  department,  maiterly  and  upright. 

His  example  formed,  while 

His  patronage  rewarded, 

Merit. 

With  the  highest  exertions  of  military   grea(nes.<i« 

He  united  the  gentlest  offices  of  humanity. 

His  concern  for  'he  interest,  and  nn wearied 

Attention  to  the  health  of  all  under 

His  command, 

^  Softened  the  necessary  exactions  of  duty. 

And  the  rigors  of  discipline. 
By, the  care  of  a  guardian,  and  the  tenderne!;s 
Of  a  father. 
Thus  beloved  and  revered. 
Amiable  in  private  life  as  illustrious  in  public* , 

This  gallant  and  profitable  servant  of  his 

'  Country,  , 

When  he  was  beginning  to  reap  the  harvest 

Of  his  toils  and  dangers. 

In  thQ^fi^ll  meridian  of  years  and  glory. 

After  bsiving  been  providentially  prcierved 

Through  every  peril  incident.to  his  prbiession. 

Died  of  a  fever, 

On  thjC  10th  of  January,  in  the  year  1761, 

«  The  50lh  of  his  age. 

At  Hatchland  Park,  io  Surry, . 

A  seat  he  had  just  finished,  (at  tlie   expctice  (A  iliC 

enemies  of  his  country) 

VOL.  It,  ^         T  ' 
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And  amidst  the  groani  and  tears 

Of  his  beloved  Cornish  men»  was 

Here  deposited. 

His  once  happy  wife  inscribes  this  marble. 

An  unequal  testimony  of  his  worthy 

And  of  her  affection. 


ADMIRAL  CHARLES  STEVENS, 
This  gentleman  after  the  customary  preliminary 
services,  was,  in  1737,  appointed  lieutenant  of  the 
Fulmonth,  of  50  guns,  ordered  for  the  coast  of  Afri- 
i'a«  with  a  squadron  under  Mr.  Anson.  In  1741-2, 
he  was  advanced  to  be  captain  ofthe  Ludlow-Castle, 
in  which  he  continued  till  September,  174<4;  when  he 
was  promoted  to  the  Portland  of  50  guns.  Being  em- 
ployed principally  as  a  cruiser,  he  captured  a  French 
ship  of  war,  mounting  50  guns;  many  of  the  particulars 
respecting  thi^  action  are  related  by  himself,  in  his  offi- 
cial letter. 

"  On  the  91h  instant,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  Scilly 
bearing  N.  by  W.  distance  twentyseven  leagues,  in  the 
latitude  of  49.  N.  witli  his  majesty's  ship  Portland 
under  my  command,  I  engaged  the  Augast,  a  French 
ship  of  war,  of  50  gtns,  and  4-70  nien.  After  two 
hours  and  a  half  close  action,  she  struck,  having  fifty 
men  killed,  and  ninety-four  wounded,  all  her  roasts  so 
shattered  that  they  went  by  the  board,  and  so  many 
shot  in  her  hull,  that,  with  the  late  hard  easterly  wind,  I 
was  obliged  to  put  away  with  her  before  it  one  himdred 
leagues  to  the  westward,  and  am  now  lowing  her  for 
Plymouth.  My  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  great- 
est bravery,  and  were  greatly  rejoiced  to  have  met 
so  equal  a  force,to  try  the  strength  of  hh  majesty's  arms." 
^c.&c. 
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Captain  Stevens  remained  in  the  Portland  during  the 
remainder  of  the  war,  but  had  no  favorable  opportunity 
of  distinguishing  himself.  He  afterwards  success!  ely 
commanded  the  Lichfield  and  (he  Orford  ;  in  the  latter 
of  which,  in  1753,  he  captured  the  Esperance,  of  74 
guns.  In  1757  he  hoisted  a  broad  pendant  on  board  the 
Elizabeth,  as  commodore  of  a  small  squadron  ordered  to 
reinforce  the  British  armament  in  the  East  Indies;  in 
which  service  h«  bravely  and  diligently  seconded  the 
efforts  of  his  respective  commanders.  In  an  action  with 
the  French  squadron  on  the  4th  of  August,  175V,  ho 
was  wounded  on  the  shoulder  by  a  musket-ball ;  prior  to 
which  he  had  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of 
the  blue,  though  intelligence  of  that  promotion  did  mM 
reach  him  till  the  close  of  the  year.  Being  in  the  ensuing 
year  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  he  removed 
his  flag  into  tlie  Grafton,  and  was  a  second  time  enga- 
ged with  the  French  fleet,  under  Count  D'Ache,  off 
Fondicherry.  Succeeding  Mr.  Pocock,  as  commander 
in  chief  on  that,  station,  and  preparations  being  made  for 
the  siege  o^  that  fortress,  Mr.  Stevens  undertook  the 
blockade  by  sea  with  the  squadron,  while  Colonel 
Coote  undertook  a  similar  operatfon  on  the  land  side 
with  the  army.  Afler  experiencing  a  tremendous  hurr 
ricane,  and  combating  many  other  difficulties,  (for 
which  see  p.  l&U)  Admiral  Stevens  pressed  the  siege 
with  reiterated  vigor,  and  the  place  surrendered  on  the 
15  th  of  January,  1761.  The  remainder  of  this  gecttle* 
man's  days  were  principally  occupied  on  tlie  civil  and 
other  arrangements  necessarily  required  on  the  event  of 
soimpottant  a  conquest;  his  death  happened  on  the 
17  Ih  of  March  folk)vring. 
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ADMIRAL  NICHOLAS  HADDOCK. 
Was  Ihe  youngest  son  of  Sir  Richard  Haddock^knight, 
complroller  of  the  navy,  and  joint-admiral  of  the  fleet 
with  Sir  John  Ashby.  Like  his  father  he  went  early  to 
sea,  and  so  eminently  distinguished  himself  as  a  lieutc* 
nant,  that  on  the  6th  of  April,  1707,  being  then  only 
twenty  years  of  age,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the 
Ludlow  Castle.  Being  immediately  ordered  into  the 
North  Sea,  he  had  the  good  fortune  on  the  30th  of  De- 
cember to  fall  in  with  two  French  frigates,  the  Nigh- 
tingale and  Squirrel,  which  had  formerly  been  in  the 
English  service,  but  now  fitted  out  from  Dunkirk  as 
privateers.  They  both  lay  by  till  he  came  within  gun- 
shot of  them  ;  and  then  made  sail  from  him  before  the 
wind.  At  eleven  o'clock  at  night  he  came  up  with  the 
Nightingale,  which  immediately  struck*  but  the  other 
escaped.  The  captain  of  the  Nightingale  was  an  £ng- 
ish  renegado,  who  had  formerly  co;nmande<I  an  F.ngliiih 
Hloop,  and,  having-been  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  ir- 
regular practices,  was  broke  ;  a  lieutenant,  a  midship- 
man, and  a  sailor,  natives  of  England,  were  taken  on 
board  the  ship,  together  with  an  Irish  priest :  all  these 
Captain  Haddock  sent  up  prisoners  to  London,  where 
they  were  t'ied  for  high  treason.  In  1717  we  find  Mr. 
Haddock  captain  of  the  Shrewsbury,  of  80  guns,  order- 
ed for  the  Baltic,  under  Sir  George  Byng.  In  the  next 
year  he  removed  jnto  the  Grafton,  also  a  third  rate, 
though  mounting  only  seventy  guns.  In  this  ship  he 
also  accompanied  Sir  George  Byng,  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  greatly  distinguished  himself  in  an  action 
with  the  Spanish  fleet  oflf  Sicily.  In  the  account  of  this 
action  the  following  honorable  mention  is  mad^  of  Cap- 
tain  Haddock : 
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"  The  shif  which  suffered  most  with  ui  was  theGraf- 
torii  the  captain  of  which  though  he  had  not  the  good 
forlon*  to  take  any  particular  ship,  yet  was  engaged 
with  several ;  he  behaved  very  much  like  an  officer  and 
a  seaman,  and  bids  fair  for  stopping  the  way  of  those 
four  shipt  that  he  pnr!«ued,  who  escaped,  not  through 
his  fault,  but  failure  of  wind,  and  his  own.  sails  and  rig- 
ging being  much  shattered." 

Continuing  in  the  Meditermnc-an,  and  being  assisted 
by  Captain  Winder,  in  the  Rochester,  he  sunk  a  Spa- 
nish ship  of  war,  of  70  guns,  and  drove  another  of  00 
guns  a-shore  in  the  bay  of  Catania.  He  also  took  Kcve* 
ral  valuable  pri2ses.  Returning  to  England  in  n*2\,  he 
was  appointed  captain  to  the  Torbay,  of  8CX  guns,  on 
board  which  ship  Sir  Charles  Wjger  had  hoi<lccJ  his' 
^ag  as  commander  of  a  squadron  intended  to  be  sent  t» 
Lisbon,  to  demand  satisfaction  for  an  insult  that  Por(u« 
gai  iiad  offered  Britain.  The  court  of  Portugal,  how* 
ever,  pradently  shrunk  from  tlie  contest,  and  by  cor* 
cession  saved  Sir  Charles  the  trouble  of  putting  to  sea. 
In  May,  1794,  Captain  Haddock  was  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue>  and  hoisted  his  flag  on 
board  the  Namur,  of  90  guns,  under  Sir  John  Norn's^ 
as  third  in  command  of  the  fleet  at  Spithead.  Durii% 
that  year  the  fleet  never  proceeded  to  sea,  but  in  173^ 
It  proceeded  to  Lisbon,  and  }j,y  its  formidable  appear- 
ance averted  the  impending  attack.  The  business  was 
amicably  settled,  and  the  fleet  returned  home,  after  hav- 
iDg  remained  a  considerable  time  in  the  Tagu^.  In 
In  1738  the  Spaniards  gave  repeated  piraticaHns;i!ts» 
notwithstanding  they  professed  conciUatory  measur.^s. 
This  conduct  produced  the  well-known  convention  with 
Spain,  which  tended^ralber.to  inflame  the  mind?  oi  ihe 
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people,  and  render  them  e-:;ger  for  war  than  (o  pacify 
and  qaiet  them.  Mr.  Haddock,  vyith  other  command- 
ers, was  therefore  ordered  in  17S9,  in  diflferent  parts  of 
the  world,  to  make  reprisals  on  the  Spaniards ;  and  in 
this  kind  of  warfare  he  was  remarkably  successful,  and 
had  si  continuance  of  good  fortune  during  the  year 
1740.  ^  ; 

On  the  1 1  th  of  March  he  was  appointed  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue,  (having  before  been  successively  made  rear- 
admiral  of  the  white  and  red).  During  the  summer,  he 
continued  to  block  up  the  port  of  Cadiz,  to  prevent 
the  junction  of  the  Spanish  ships  there  with  the  Toulon 
squadron.  Early  in  the  month  of  December  he  got 
sight  of  the  combined  squadron,  which  were  drawn  up 
in  a  regular  line  to  receive  him,  but  the  French  admiral 
De  Court  sent  a  flag  of  truce  with  a  messenger,  to  ac- 
(fuaint  Mr.  Haddock,  "  That  as  the  Spaniards  and 
Jrencb  were  then  engaged  in  a  joint  expedition,  he 
must  obey  his  orders,  and  protect  his  master's  allies." 
On  this  extraordinary  event  he  called  a  council  of  war, 
when  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  the  squadron 
should  repair  to  Mahon,  and  wait  for  the  reinforcement 
(expected  from  England,  under  Commodore  Lestock : 
^it  before  this  could  arrive  the  combined  fleets  had  le- 
paired  tn  Barcelona. 

On.the  arrival  of  Mr.  Lestock  to  jqin  the  vice-admiral, 
^11  possible  dispatch  wa*^  used  in  getting  ready  for  sea, 
that  by  their  united  endeavors  they  might  scour  the 
coasts  of  Italy,  and  impede  the  introduction  of  supplies 
or  reinforcements  to  the  Spanish  army.  But  before  tite 
iieet  wefe  reacly  to  sail,  the  vice-admiral  was  attacked 
by  a  severe  indisposition,  which  compelled  him  to  resign 
the  command  of  the  fleet  to  Mr.  Lestock,  and  return  lo 
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England  where  'he  arrivied  on  the  26th  of  May.  Hhi' 
malady  was  an  extreme  dejectidn  of  spirits/  occasioned 
it  ix  said,  by  chagrin  and  disap^intmentj  at  not  having 
struck  some  signal  blow  which- would  eventuaHy  termi- 
nate the  war.  .After  his  arrival  in  England  he  never 
undertook  any  other  employment,  but  was  progres* 
sively  promoted  to  be  vice-admnral  of  the  while,  vice» 
admiral  of  the  red,  and  admiral  )of  the  blue.  He  lived 
universally  esteemed,  and  died  universally  lamented,  on 
the  '26th  of  September,  1746,  in  the  60th  year  of  hit 
age. 


CAPT.  JAMES  CORNWAi'X, 

II, 

Th£  third  son  of  Henry  Cornwall,  of  Bradwardiit 
Castle,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  was,  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1721-,  appointed  captain  of  the  Sheerness ;  and 
in  the  year  1733,  he  was  made  comnoander  of  the 
Greyhound,  a  frigate  of  20  guns;  which,  with  two 
others  of  the  same  force,  were  fitted  out  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  satisfaction  from  the  Salletines  for  the 
insuUx)fFered  to  the  nation,  in  the  capture  of  an  English 
ship,  by  one  of  their  corsairs.  This  little  squadrc^, 
of  which  Mr.  Cornwall  was  commanding  officer* 
sailed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  3d  of  March,  and  ar- 
rived, after  a  very  quick  passage,  at  Gibraltar,  on 
the  llth.  They  sailed  the  next  day  for  Tctuan,  the 
Ba>haw  of  which  place  was  so  much  the  friend  of 
pf  ace,  that  he  dispatclied  a  special  messenger  to  Me- 
quinez,  to  intercede  with  tiie  emperor  and  induce  him 
to  comply  with  the  just  demands  of  tlie  British  coat  t. 
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The  matter  would  in  all  probability  have  been  very 
amicably  and  speedily 'settled,  had  not  a  considerable 
number  of  Portugoeae  been  taken  a  little  time  before, 
by  some  of  their  corsairs^  and  carried  into  slavery; 
These  his  Imperial  Majesty  would  not  consent  to  the 
releascment  of,  and«  in  consequence  of  his  relbsal,  tl^e 
British  ships,  together  witb  some  of  the  Dutch  nation, 
took  thdr  stations  mff  Tetuan,  and  blocked  up  the  port 
•o  completely  that  none  of  the  corsairs  could  put  t» 
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Mr.  Cornwall  does  not  appear  to  have  been  engaged 
in  any  other  memorable  service  during  the  continuance 
of  peace  ;  but  immediately  after  (he  commencement  of 
hostilities  with  Spain,  he  was  pitched  upon  to  command 
%^squadron  intended  to  be  sent  to  the  South  Seas,  round 
Cape  Horn.  A  second  armament  of  equal  force  wa» 
lo  liavc  been  sent  to  the  East  Indies  under  Mr.  Anson, 
who  was  to  be  joined  by  Mr.  Cornwall.  This  plan, 
which  in  all  probability  would  have  been  of  the  highest 
consequence  and  utility,  ^as  afterwards  most  strangely 
abandoned,  and,  as  we  have  already  shewn  in  the  life 
of  Mr.  Anson,  one  part  only  of  the  intended  armament 
was  dispatched  *  this  was  put  under  (hat  gentleman's 
command,  who  proceeded  to  the  South  Sea  instead  of 
Mr.  Cornwall.  No  particular  mention  is  made  of  (he 
latter  till  (he  year  1731,  when  he  commanded  the 
Bedford,  of  70  guns,  one  of  the  Channel  fleet  under 
Sir  John  Norris.  The  Spaniards  having  no  force  capa- 
bh  of  encountering  it,  nothing  more  reniarkable  took 
place  (han  (he  usual  operadons  of  cruizing,  as  well  for 
thr  pro(er(ion  of  British  commerce  against  any  straggling 
ships  or  frigates  which  might  slip  ov:^  singly  from  (he 
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enemy's  ports,  as  for  the  annoyance  of  that  of  S^ain* 
Mr.  Cornwall  was  soon  afterwards  ordered  to  the  Medt- 
terraneant  where  he  was,  on  the  resignation  of  Captain 
Graves,  appointed  to  succeed  him  in  the  command  of 
the  Marlborough.  He  served  with  the  most  distin- 
guished reputation  in  the  unfortunate  encounter  wilh 
the  French  and  Spanish  fleets  off  Toulon,  being  sta- 
tioned as  one  of  the  seconds,  to  Mr.  Mathews,  the 
commander  in  chiefs  whom  he  most  nobly  and  gallantly 
supported^  till  the  fatal  moment  that  deprived  him  of 
life,  and  his  admiral  so  brave  a  coadjutor. 

The  parliament,  in  gratitude  to  the  bravery  of  this 
noble  unfortunate  commander,  voted  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  the  erection  of  a  splendid  monument  trt 
Westminster-abbey,  to  his  memory.  '  On  which  is  the 
following  inscription : 

Amongst  the  monuments  of  ancient  merit* 

In  this  sacred  cathedral,  let  the  name  uf 

James  Cornwall, 

Be  preserved,  the  third  son  of  Henry  Cornwall, 

Of  firadwardin  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  esq. 

Who,  from  the  very  old  and  illustrious  stock  of  .  .i 

The  Plantageneis, 

Deriving  a  truly  ancient  spirit,  becaitie 

A  liaral  commander  of  the  first  eminence. 

Equally  and  deservedly  honoured  by  the  tears  and    '* 

Applause  of  Britons^  as  a  man 

Who  bravely  defended  the  cause  of  his  country 

In  that  sea  fight  off  Toulon; 

And  being  by  a  chain-shot  deprived 

Cf  both  his  legs  at  a  blow,  fell  unconquered 

Qn  the  27th  of  Feb.  1743,  in  the  45th  year  of  bis  Tige, 
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Bequeathing  his  animated  esample  tci his  feflovf 
■^  Sailors*  ' 

As  the  legacy  of  a  dvin;*  £ngtijihman> 

Whose  extraordinary  valour  could  not  be  recominemle^ 

To  the  emulation  of  posterity  in  a  more  ample  eulogy 

Than  by  so  singular  an  sni^tance  of  honour ; 
Since  the  rariiament  of  Great  Britain*  by  an  unanimous 

Suffrage, 
Resolved*  that  a  monument*  at  tlie  public  expctice> 
Should  be  consecrated  to  the  memory 
Of  thii  most  heroic  person." 

Thf  annexed  UUer*  written  by  en  impcM'tial  person 
On  board  the  Marlborough  in  a  very  few  days  after  the 
•ction*  will  belt  explain  the  share  that  unfortunate  ship 
Iield  in  the  encounter.  This  must  certainly  bc  consider* 
ed  one  of  the  most  authentic  and  curious  documents 
that  has  ever  been  hitherto  made  public  relative  to  it, 
more  particularly  as  having  been  drawn  up  before  the 
minds  of  men  were  so  heated  with  the  frenzy  of  party 
aud  attachment  to  one  side  of  the  question  or  other, 
that  little  authenticity  could  be  expected  from  their 
accounts, 

*'  MarlhrougJitMahon  harbour,  \6FeK  1733-4. 

"If  you  received  mine  of  the  1st  instant*  with  P.  S. 
of  6th*  yoo  will  not  be  surprised  when  inlbrmed  of  the 
battle  oflf  Toulon  ;  and  though  you  probably  will  hear 
of  it  before  you  have  this,  yet  1< believe  ti  letter  from 
one  in  the  battle  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  you. 

**  On  the  8th«  O.  S.  our  cruisers  oft'  Toulon*  made 
a  signal  that  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets  wore  prepar- 
jing  to  come  ottt«  which  they  did  accordii^ly  thateveor 
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ing  sT,d  next  morning,  when  we  likewise  weighed  | 

but  the  wind  blowing  pretty  fresh  N.  N.  W.  and  tho 

enemy  having  the  weather  gage,  we  returned  to  Hierey 

in  the  aRernoon  and  lay  at  single  anchor,  intending,  if 

(he  enemy  steered  towards  Italy,  to  folbw  them  by  the 

eastern  passage,  and  hoping  by  that  means  to  get  to 

windward  of  them.    They  stretched  to  the  southward^ 

but  were  becalmed  that  night  at  the  back  of  the  west- 

ermost  island.    On  the  10th  we  sailed  out  again,  and 

the  wind  changing  to  the  east,  we  had  then  the  wea« 

ther  gage.    The  Chithester  and  Boyne,  of  80  guns 

cace,  joined  us  that  morning  from  England.    That  day 

we  could  not  come  up  to  the  enemy.    In  the  night  the 

vice-admiral's  division  fell  astern*    On  the  1 1th,  in  tho 

morning,  we  were  joined  by  the  Royal  Oak,  of  70 

gans,  the  enemy  about  two  leagues  distance  in  a  very 

good  line,  sometimes  with  an  easy  sail>  sometimes  lying* 

to  expecting  us ;  our  line  in  order,  the  vice-admirars 

division  being  far  astern,  and  that  of  the  rear-admiral 

not  in  their  stations.    Admiral  Mathews  made  all  the 

sail  he  could,  repeating  the  signals  for  the  line.    About 

t'velve  at  n'oon>  his  division  and  some  of  the  rear-ad* 

oiirars  came  up  within  gun-shot  of  the  enemy.    His 

first  intention  was  to  attack  the  french  admiral  in  the 

Terrible,  of  74  guns>  our  ship  and  the  Norfolk  were 

to  have  been  his  seconds ;  and  accordingly  passed  by 

within  musket-shot  of  the  Real  without  firing  at  her : 

but  finding  the  French  admiral  stretched  away  with  all 

the  sail  he  could  in  order  to  get  to  windward,  the  ad* 

tniml  thought  he  might  intercept  some  of  the  Spanish 

ships,  and  ordered  us  to  tack  and  engage  the  Real.    He 

liiiewise  tacked  and  fired  at,  receiving  onie  broadside 

fcoia  the  Beai  himself,  which  wounded  his  main-oBaift 
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and  hurt  his  rigging  very  much,  so  that  he  fell  off,  and 
could  not  come  up  again  till  we  were  disabled.  We 
were  within  less  than  pistol-shot  along-side  of  the  Real, 
who  had  for  her  second  a  seventy  gun  ship  that  lay  upon 
our  quarter.  We  fired  our  first  broadside  on  one 
o'clock,  and  continued  engaged  with  both  these  ships, 
without  any  assistance,  till  thirty-five  minutes  after  four, 
sometimes  so  near  that  our  yard-arm  touched  that  of  the 
Real,  and  never  further  than  pistol-shot :  at  last,  all 
the  Real's  guns  were  silenced  ;  at  least  they  made  no 
return  to  the  fire  we  made,  and  she  went  off:  her  se- 
cond followed  her,  and  gave  us  a  broadside  at  parting. 
The  Real  hdd  her  main-yard  and  fore-top*>mast  shot 
through  in  several  places,  two  port  holes  beat  into  one. 
We  likewise  were  disabled,  our  main-mast  and  mizen* 
mast  were  shot  away;  our  captain,  Cornwall,  was 
killed,  having  both  his  legs  iihot  off;  Captain  Godfrey, 
of  Read's  regiment,  part  ,of  which  was  on  board  our 
ship,  was  killed ;  our  first  lieutenant,  Frederick  Com- 
wall,  had  his  right  arm  shot  off  $  our  master,  Caton, 
both  his  legit,  and  is  since  dead ;  fifty  men  were  killed, 
and  1 40  wounded ;  Dalrymple,  ensign  in  Read's,  had 
all  his  deaths  torn,  hjs  back  razed,  and  himself 
stunned  by  a  cannon-ball ;  he  was  carried  down  as 
dangerously  wounded  to  the  surgeon,  but  as  soon  as  he 
recovered  himself,  finding  his  wound  but  slight,  re- 
turned with  great  courage  to  his  post.  Thus  disabled, 
we  saw  five  large  ships  of  the  enemy  coming  down  upon 
us:  we  were  in  no  condition  either  to  fight  or  make  off, 
but  sent  to  acquaint  the  admiral  with  our  state ;  he  had 
maide  a  signal  to  the  Ann  galley  fireship,  Macky,  (o 
endeavour  to  burn  the  Real :  but  the  Span  sh  admiral 
having  perceived  his  intention^  sent  his  launch  full  ot 
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men  to  take  the  fircship.  In  the  scuflle  both  launch 
and  tireship  were  burnt,  and  all  in  them.  Our  admiral 
(hen  bore  ^lown  upon  the  Real,  which  being  perceived- 
by  the  ship^  who  were  going  to  attack  us,  they  left  us 
to  assist  thf  ti'  admiral.  This  was  followed  by  a  very 
smart  engagement  between  some  of  our  ships  and  theirs, 
wliidi  lasted  about  an  hour,  when  the  night  pa'ted 
them.  The  Berwick,  and  Hawke,  totally  disaUed  a 
Spanish  manol  v%ar,  oF  sixty  or  seventy  guns,  shoot tfig 
away  all  her  masts:  a  French  man  of  war  of  sixty  guns, 
was  sunk:  the  NorAilk,  Forbes,  obliged,  a  ship  that 
engaged  her  to  nr^ake  off:  the  rear-admiral  fell  in  with 
the  French  admiral^  three  more  French  men  of  war, 
and  two  Spaniards,  and  was  very  severely  handled,  but 
not  disabled.  That  night  our  ship  was  in  perpetual 
apprehension  of  being  boarded  by  some  of  the  enertiy\ 
firc>?hips;  but  the  next  morning  we  saw.  the  enemy 
about  four  leagiie*  ahead  of  u«!;  and  the  Somerset, 
one  of  our  headmost  ship*,  engaged  with  one  of  their's; 
who,  alter  an  hour's  fiojht,  mad^  sail  to  their  fleet ;  when 
the  Somerset  did  not  think  fit  to  follow  her.  That 
morning  the  Burford,  of  70  guns,  joined  us;  the  admi" 
ral,  in  a  very  good  line,  followed  the  enemy  :  the  vice- 
admiral's  division  being  at  last  come  up,  the  Oxford 
was  left  to  take  care  (A'  ur^  to  Mahon.  About  eight  at 
night  we  saw,  ai  about  the  distance  of  eight  leagues,  a 
ship  blown  up.  TTie  wind  was  easteriy,  and  the  enemy 
to  tlie  westward  of  Toulon,  so  that  we  were  sn'-e  they 
could  not  recover  their  own  port.  The  next  day,  the 
13lh,  the  wind  blew  very  hard,  though  fair.  Our  ship 
having  very  little  sail,  for  our  foremast  was  also  wound' 
ed,  rolled  very  much  and  put  tiie  wounded  men  to 
great  p^n,  who,  ta  their  agony,  cried  out,  lihey  wished 
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tHey  had  died  blinking  and  sunk  by  the  Real.  Wednes- 
day morning  we  got  ssSg  here,  and  have  reason  to  btes'; 
God  we  had  so  good  a  passage,  for  had  tfie  wind  been 
contrary  we  had  probably  perished.  The  Spaniards, 
bolh  before  and  in  the  action,  behaved  like  Englishmen. 
Their  admiral,  Don  Juan  de  Navarro,  was  bred  a  law- 
yer, but  has  shewn  himself  not  unworthy  of  the  com- 
tnand  he  is  entrusted  with.  The  French  admirad  Le 
Court,  was  captain  to  Count  Thoulouse  in  the  Malaga 
engagement,  and  is  reckoned  a  brave  old  man.  Per- 
liaps  some  questions  may  be  asked  of  some  of  our  cap- 
iains— 

**  The  French  admiral  commanded,  the  Spanish  ad- 
iniral  repealing  the  signals  alter  Mm  :  this  was,  I  sup- 
pose, to  shew  that  Il)ey  were  under  the  protection  of 
|he  French :  nor  did  they  fire  till  we  gave  the  first  broad- 
isluUfr*  The  enemy  had  twenty-eight  ships  of  the  line; 
we  twenty-nine,  reckoning  the  reinforcement  mentioned 
above ;  but  not  above  ten  of  our's  engaged.  Had  we 
been  in  a  regular  line,  in  ail  probability  we  must  have 
totally  routed  them.  As  to  our  killed  and  wounded  I 
cannot  give  any  particular  account.  Captain  Forbes 
was  slightly  wounded  by  a  gun  .over  his  foot ;  captain 
Russel,  this  admiral's  captain,  lost  his  right  arm  ;  Dar- 
by, lieutenant  of  marines,  in  the  admiral's-  ship,  was 
blown  up  by  some  powder  in  the  poop,  bill  not  killed; 
Carter,  an  ensign  from  Gibraltar,  in  the  3arfleu»'4  /lost 
•n  arm  and  an  eye.  f 

"  Last  night  our  whole  fleet  appeared  insfght^:«f  the 
island ;  and  this  morning  the  hospital  ship,  Lord  Col- 
yill,  came  in;  he  says,  that  the  fleets  did  not  engage 
again  on  Sunday  ;  that  the  ship  blown  up  on  Sunday 
evening  was  one  of  the  enemy 'sy  whic^  bad  been  dis- 
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jEibled;  probably,  by  (he  Berwick ;  out  of  which  the 
enemy  had  (aken  all  tlie  men,  except  eleven,  whom 
we  made  prisoners ;  and  then,  by  our  boats,  set  the 
Miip  on  fire.  That  the  Real  was^  seen  on  Sundayin  the 
came  shattered  condition  she  left  us,  without  a  main 
vard,  and  all  her  sails  in  rags.  That  the  fleets  were 
separated  on  the  I3ih  by  the  hard  gale,  and  that  Mr. 
Mathews  had  pursued  the  enemy  to  the  coast  of  Cata- 
lonia. That  on  the  !7lh,  the  Firedrake  bomb  joined 
him  from  Villa  Franca,  who  had  seen  seven  SpaninU 
men  of  war  bearing  to  ^he  northward ;  upon  which 
Mr.  Mathews  had  changed  his  course  in  hopes  of  find- 
ing them.  I  heartily  wish  I  could  have  sent  yoti 
the  news  of  a  victory.  Ours  had  the  suvantage ; 
but  not  so  much  as  might  have  been  expected.  J  can 
assure  you  we  have  lo>;t  no  ship,  nor  is  there  any  one 
disabled  but  the  Marlborough.  I  am  under  no  smaU 
apprehension  about  the  reports,  which  you  will  have 
from  the  French,  about  this  battle,  in  England;  and* 
as  they  are  well  acquainted  with  all  our  ships,  make  no 
question  but  they  will  say  the  Marlborough  4s.  lost  ifX 
burnt." 


I^pRD  ANSON.  i 

This  nobleman  wi«  the  second  son  of  W,  Ansoiv 
esqi  of  Shugborough,  in  the  county  of  $ta(1x>rd.  Hav« 
ing  very  early  in  lilb  manifested  a  propensity  to  the 
naval  strvice,  he  received  a  suitable  educatioi^  for  such 
a  pursuit ;  and  passing  through  the  subordinate  stations 
ormidiihipman  and  lieutenant  with  much  credit,  was 
in  1722,  appointed  coraimander  of  tlie  VVeazle  sloop. 
Ou  the  1st  of  February,  17^3-4-,  he  obtained  the  rank 
of  captain,  and  the  command  of  the  Scarbozougli  ii'ir 
'  u2 
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gale.  In  I73i«  we  find  him  captain  of  (he  Diamniid, 
pf  forij  guns.  In  1737,  he  was  appointed  to  theCeiio 
turion,  ot'  sixly  guns,  and  nent  a*  a  comnianding-ofliier, 

-'wiih  a  distinguished  pendant»  to  the  coast  of  Afrira, 
Irom  whence  he  passed  io  Carolina;  where  he  pc*-. 
chased  land,  and  built  a  (own,  which  is  called  after  Wh 
own  name.     In  17  J9,  he  was  clM)sen  commander  of  an 
expedition  against  (he  Spanish  selllements  in   Souih 
Ametka,  as  we  have  already  related. 
.    So  high  was  the  degree  of  credit  acquired  by  (he  com* 
snodore,  in  consequence  of  his  conduct  during  this  very 
perilous   voyage,   (hat,  soon   after  his  re(urn,  he  v\a<) 
made  rear-admiral  of  (he  blue,  and  one  of  (he  tbrdtof 
the  admiralty.     He  was  also  chosen  member  of  pariia* 
ffient  for  the  borough  of  Heydon.     In  174-7>  he  com- 
manded (he  channel  fleet,  and  fell  in  wi(h  six  French 
men  of  war,  and  four  £asl-Indianien,  all  of  which  he 
captured.     The  admiral  returned  immediately  to  Eng- 
land, bringing  (he  captive  squadron  with  him  to  Spii- 
iiead ;  snd  so  high  an  opinion  was  entertained  of  the 
address  wiih  which  he  had  conducted  himself,  that,  on 
the  I3(h  of  June,  he  was  created  a  peer  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, by  the  title  of  Lord  Anson,  Baron  of  Soberton,  in 
the  county  of  Southampton.    On  the  1 7  th  of  July,  he 
i»««  appointed  vice-admirtil  of  the  red,  and  on  the  I2lh 
«f  May,  1748,  admiral  of  the  blue.    On  the  death  of 
^ir  John  Norfis,  in  July,  1749,  he  was  appointed  vice- 
.•dmiral  of  Greajt  Britain  ;  on  the  22d  of  June,  1751,  on 
the  resignation  of  the^arl  of  Sandwich,  he  was  appoint- 
ed  fxnt  lord  of  the  admiralty,  a  station  in  which  he  con- 

'  tinued,  with  a  very  short  intermission,  till  his  death.  In 
1758,  he  commanded  the  Channel  fleet,  having  under 
faim  the  gallant  Sir  Edward  Hawke.    After  this  he  was 
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■ppoinled  admiral  and  commander-in-chief  of  his  roa»\ 
jesly's  rteets.     The  last  service,  in  which  ihis  noble^^- 
miral  was  engaged,  was  iivconvoying  hei  present  ma- 
jesty (o  England,  in  I7G1. 

His  lordship  died  suddenly  at  his  scat  at  Moor-Parlt, 
in  Herlfordshire,  June  6,  1 762.  He  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  first  Earl  of  Hardwicke»  who  died  before  hini 
without  issue.  He  left  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  to  \m 
Rister's  son,  George  Adams,  esq.  member  for  Saltash,  in 
Cornwall,  who  immediately  assumed  the  name  of  Anson, 
ill  pursuance  of  his  lordship's  direct'ons. 
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NAVAL  TRANSACTIONS 

From  th«  Peftce  of  176  >.  to  tli*  recoinrocncement  of  Ilostilitici 

with  France,  in  1778. 


Cursory  Trinsactions—Voyagc  of  Discoverif s  by  Byroo,  Wjillis, 
,  and  Carteret— i>«ar1i  of  His  R.  H.  tlie  Duke  of  York— Couk's 
first  Voyage  of  Discoveries— Discontents  of  North  America- 
Cook's  second  Voyage— Phi pps'j  Voyage — Hostilities  in  Nortli 
America — Destruction  of  Norfork,  in  Virginia  — Attack  of 
Charlestown— Aeduction  of  New  York— Action;!  on  Luke 
Charaplaio— Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage— Balile  at  IJraudy* 
wine— Various  Engage metkts. 

IN  1764  another  trial  was  made  of  Mr.  Harrison's 
tinie*ke«per,  on  board  (he  Tartar  frigate,  commanded 
by  Captain  John  Lindsay,  who  was  ordered  to  receive 
him  on  board,  and  proceed  (o  Barbadoes.  The  Tartar 
SfMledfroro  Spitheadon  the  20th  of  March,  and  arrived 
at  Madeira  on  the  1 9th  of  April.  The  correctness  of 
the  time-keeper  was  ascertained  by  a  certificate  from> 
the  Captain.  Mr.  Harrison  returned  to  England  in  a 
merchant  vessel,  and  arrived  m  London  on  the  18th  of 
Jaly>  when  he  found  by  the  clock,  examined  that  day 
by  the  transit  instrutneut,  that  the  time-keeper  only  dif- 
fered ^fteen  seconds  slow,  allowing  for  the  variation  of 
the  thermometer,  as  specified  in  his  journal,  but  with- 
out allowing  for  such  variations,  and  abiding  by  his  de- 
claration of  the  uniform  gain  of  one  second  a  day,  it  had 
then  gained  fifty-four  seconds  from  his  departure. 
A  French  ship  of  74  guns«  and  two  smaller  vessels  of 
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war,  were,  on  (ho  Ut  of  June  sent  from  St,  Donoin^o 
to  dispossess  (he  Britisii  settlers,  oF  Nusks  Island.  The 
ctmrt  of  France,  on  r  complaint  being  made  of  (his  in- 
fringement of  (he  treaty  of  peace,  denied  having  autho- 
rized such  a  proceeding,  and  instantly  dispatched  orders 
to  1  lie  Count  D'Cstsing,  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  to 
restore  the  island  in  the  state  it  was  in,  and  to  make  re- 
paration for  any  damage  which  the  British  settlers  might 
have  sustained. 

Commodore  Harrison,  who  commanded  in  (he  Me- 
diterranean, being  informed  that  a  ship  under  Engh'sh 
colors  had  been  seized  by  an  Algerinc  corsair,  proceed* 
ed  with  his  squadron  off  Algiers,  and  dfmanded  satis- 
faction from  the  Dey  for  the  insult  offered  to  the  British 
flag.  Contrary  to  (he  general  custom  of  these  pirates,  th« 
Dey,  without  requiring  any  money  or  present,  ordered 
(he  ship  to  be  immediately  restored. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Dolphin,  of  20  guns,  commanded 
by  the  honorable  Captain  John  Byron,  and  the  Tamer 
sloop  of  war,  of  14  gun^  Captain  Mouat,  sailed,  oa 
(he  Sd  of  July,  from  Plymouth,  on  a  voyage  of  discove- 
ries. Afler  stopping  at  Madeira  and  the  Cape  de  Verds, 
(hey  proceeded  to  Rio  Janeiro,  on  the  coast  of  BrasiL 
On  the  16th  of  October  the  commodore  sailed  from 
thence,  and  soon  after  made  the  ship's  companies  ao- 
qaainted  with  the  nature  of  his  expedition;  and  that 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  had,  in  consi- 
deration, promised  to  allow  them  double  pay,  provided 
they  behaved  themselves  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  offi- 
cers during  the  voyage.  On  the  21st  of  November  the 
ships  anchored  in  Port  Desire,  where  they  found  several 
wells  of  fresh  water  not  far  from  the  beach,  out  of  which 
they  completed  their  stock :  and!  on  the  5th  of  Decern- 
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ber  sailecl  in  quest  of  Pepy's  Island.  After  cruizing  se, 
veral  days  without  being  able  to  discover  it,  and  the 
weather  extremely  stormy^  the  commodore  bore  away 
for  the  Straits  of  Magellan.  On  the  18th  of  December 
being  off  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  several  of  the  natives 
were  observed  \  taking  signs  of  invitation  for  them  to 
Imd.  Mr.  Byron,  accompanied  by  some  of  his  officets, 
and  a  boat's  crew  well  armed,  ventured  on  shore.  The 
commodore  describes  these  people  as  by  no  means  sa- 
vage or  rapacious  in  their  diiiposition ;  they  are  of  a  gi. 
ganttc  stature,  most  of  them  measuring  l  •^'  feet  in 
height;  their  i>odies  were  naked  except  the  shoulders, 
over  which  were  thrown  skins  of  beasts;  their  faces 
were  painted  of  different  colors,  so  a<:  to  give  them  an 
hideous  appearance.  Many  of  them  were  on  hor<;eback, 
the  women  astride :  the  horses  were  not  large,  but  ex- 
tremely active;  and  they  managed  them  with  great  dex- 
terity. A  pad  served  for  a  saddle,  without  stirrups;  the 
bridle  was  d  ihoi  g  of  leather  and  a  piece  of  hard  wood 
for  a  bit;  they  had  also  with  tht'iu  a  numberofdogi;. 
Mr.  Byron  pre: -^ated  these  Indians  with  iome  beads 
and  ribbonds,  with  which  they  appeared  highly  deiigh* 
ted.  Having  quitted  the  coast  of  Patagonia  on  the  Hlh 
of  January,  1765,  being  in  the  latitude  of  5 1  degrees 
south,  and  longitude  63  degrees  22.  minutes  west, 
some  small  islands  were  discovered,  in  on^  of  which 
was  found  a  most  excelleut  harbor,  where  the  ships  an- 
chored. Mr.  Bycon,  Ih  compliment  to  the  5rsl  lord  of 
•  tlie  admiralty,  gave  it  the  name  of  Port  Egmont.  These 
islands  were  surveyed  and  taken  possession  of  for  « is  mzr 
jesty,  by  the  name  of  Falkland's  Islands.  Mr.  Byron  did 
not  doubt  but  ih&t  <hese  w ere  the  islands  denominated  h^ 
Cowley,  Pepy's  Island^.  I^rom  hencQ  the  ships  $ail<idt9 
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Fort  Desire,  and  having  refitted  and  completed  (heir 
water,  once  more  steered  for  the  Straits  of  Magellan ; 
which,  on  the  17th  of  February,  the  commodore  enter- 
ed; but  a  continuance  of  tern f'^ssl  nous  weather,  accom- 
panied with  maify  other  diflfkuhien  and  dangers  pre* 
vented  him  from  gelling  into  the  Pacific  ocean  before 
the  9ih  of  April.  Commodore  Byron  now  pursued  hi« 
course  to  the  N.  W.  On  the  7  th  of  June,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  14  degrees  five  minutes  south;  longitude  144 
degrees  58  minutes  west,  a  cluster  of  small  islands  was 
discovered.  On  approaching  the  shore,  several  of  the 
natives -were  observed  armed  with  spears  and  clubs, 
coming  down  the  beach.  Cocoa*  nut  trees  were  seen 
in  great  abundance;  and  from  the  luxuriant  appearance 
of  these  islands,  many  other  fruits  and  vegetables  mfght 
be  expected.  Boats  were  sent  to  sound  and  find  a  pro- 
}.er  place  to  land  ;  but  every  part  of  ihfs  coast  was  found 
to  be  inaccessible,  being  bounded  by  stupendous  rocks 
on  which  a  most  violent  surf  constantly  broke.  The  dis- 
appointment was  truly  mortifying  to  the  ship's  crews, 
who  were  beginning  daily  lo  experience  the  effects  of  a 
most  inveterate  scuivy.  These  islands  extended  to  16 
degree!  10  minutes  south,  and  169  degrees  28  minntct 
west,  all  appearing  equally  fruitful,  and  as  equally  inac- 
cessible s  *o  the  first  Mr.  Byron  gave  the  name  of  King 
George's  islands:  to  the  others.  Prince  of  Wales's  is-^ 
land,  the  islands  of  Danger,  and  the  Duke  of  York's 
liiland ;  from  the  last  he  procured  a*^  jot  300  cocoa-nuts. 
The  commodore  continued  steering  to  the  N.  W.  until 
the  2(\  of  July,  when  an  island  was  discovered;  and  on 
their  approach,  several  of  the  natives  were  observed 
coming  ofTin  canoes,  but  brought  them  no  refreshments, 
although  the  island  abounded  in  cocua-nuls.    These 
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people  were  extremely  «!avage  in  Iheir  manners,  and 
shewed  no  desire  of  intercourse.  The  officcrvS,  in  com* 
pliment  to  the  commodore,  named  i his  Byrcr/s  ir.lsnd; 
it  lies  in  the  latitude  of  one  degree  18  minutes  south, 
and  Jongilude  173  degrees  46  minutes  west.  Leaving 
these  inhospitable  islands,  he  steered  for  Tinian,  IVum 
ihence  to  Batavia  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  and  on 
the  9th  of  May,  1766,  anchored  in  the  Downs,  hav- 
ing performed  a  voyage  round  the  world  in  twenty-two- 
months  and  six  days. 

The  Frejich  fishermen  in  Newfoundland  havlnj^ 
greatly  exceeded  the  limits  allowed  by  the  treaty  of 
peace.  Commodore  Palliser  compelled  them  to  keep 
within  the -bounds  prescribed. 

Vice-admiral  Sir  William  Bamaby,  who  commanded 
at  Jamaica,  proceeded  to  the  bay  of  Honduras  to  rein- 
state the  British  setlleri  who  had  been  driveii  out  by 
the  Spaniards. 

His  Majesty's  ship  the  Dolphin  having  being  ngain 
fitted  cut  for  another  voyage  of  diitcoveries,  proceeded 
thereupon  under  the  command  of  Captain  S.-  Wallis. 
The  Swallow  sloop  of  war.  Captain  Cafiteret,  was 
ordered  to  accompany  her  until  they  should  have  clear- 
ed the  Straits  of  Magellan.  On  the  12th  of  April, 
1767,  they  entered  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  separaled. 
The  Dolphin  steered  to  the  westward,  and  the  Swallow 
to  the  northward.  On  the  6th  of  June  Captain  Wallis 
discovered  several  islands  lying  between  the  latitudes 
oi  19  and  13  degrees  18  minutes  iouth  ;  and  tbe  longi* 
tilde  from  137  to  177  degrees  west.  To  these  he  gave 
the  following  names,  viz.  Whitsunday,  Queen  Char- 
lotte, Egmont,  Gloucester,  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
Prince  William  Henry,  Oiuaburgh,  Boscawen,  Keppel» 
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Wallls  and  to  (he  island  of  Ofaheite,  which  hza  been 
so  much  spoken  of,  and  frequented  since,  he  gave  the 
rame  of  King  George  the  Third*s  Island.  After  re- 
maining at  so?ne  of  these  islands  to  water,  and  refresli 
the  ship'& company,  Captain  Waliis  returned  to  England 
nearly  in  the  same  route  wiiii  Captain  Byron;  where 
he  arrived  in  May,  1768. 

On  the  12ih  of  August,  1767,  Captain  Carteret, 
after  his.  separation  from  the  Dotpittn,  discovered  a 
small  cluster  of  islands  which  lye  between  the  latitudes 
of  11  degrees  10  minutes,  and  10  degrees  15  minutes 
south  ;  and  from  the  longitude  of  ICI-  degrees  43  mi- 
nutes, to  165  degrees  four  minutes  west:  to  these  ho 
gave  the  name  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Islands.  Here 
they  were  amply  supplied  with  refreshme^its,  such  as 
hogs,  poultry,  cocoa  nuts,  plantains,  bannanas,  and 
other  vegetable  productions ;  until  an  unfortunate  dis- 
pute arose  between  the  natives  and  sailors,  which  cut 
off  all  friendly  intercourse;  Captain  Carteret  therefore 
put  to  sea,  and  soon  after  discovered  three  more  islands 
between  the  seventh  and  ninth  degree  of  south  latitude, 
and  1 5yth  degree  of  west  longitude.  To  these  he 
gave  the  names  of  Gower,  Simpson,  and  Carteret's 
Klands:  to  the  latter  a  boat  was  sent  to  procure  refresh- 
ments; but  the  natives  attempting  to  cut  her  ofl^  she 
was  obliged  to  return  to  the  ship.  On  the  26th  of  Aug. 
(he  Swallow  anchored  in  a  cove,  on  the  island  of  New 
Britain.  This  island  was  found  to  be  extremely  fertile, 
affording  a  variety  of  fruits  and  vegetables:  the  cab- 
bage-tree is  here  in  great  abundance.  The  woods 
abound  in  birds;  a  most  uncommon  one  was  observed 
whose  pluimage  is  black,  and  its  note  resembles  the 
barking  of  a  dog.    The  natives  appeared  inoffensive 
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•lid  friendly ;  Ihetr  canoeM  are  extreniely  large,  some 
above  ninety  (ect  in  length.  On  leaving  this  island, 
Captain  Carteret  passed  through  a  strait,  to  which  he 
gave  ih.i  narne  of  St.  George*s  channel ;  and  to  the 
opposite  island.  New  Ireland.  Continuing  to  steer  to 
the  N.  W.  he  discovered  seV4;raI  other  islands  between 
the  second  and  third  degrees  of  south  latitat  \  and  ihc 
]4«8tb  and  146th  degree  of  west  longitude;  these  he 
named  New  Hanover,  Portland,  and  tlie  Admiralty 
Islands;  they  had  the  appearance  of  being  yery  fruitfuj. 
On  Ihc  25th  of  September,  in  the  latitude  of  5i)  minutes 
north,  and  longitude  137  degrees,  bl  minutes  east, 
l.biee  small  islands  were  discovered,  to  which  Captain 
Carteret  gave  the  name  of  the  freewill  Islands,  ['rom 
the  friendly  manner  in  which  the  natives  came  off  and 
bartered  with  the  sailors,  whom  they  invited  ashore, 
proposing  to  leave  hostages  for  their  safe  return.  One 
of  these  poor  fellows,  when  tlie  ship  got  under  sail,  felt 
so  much  attached  to  his  new  friends,  tliat  he  could  nut 
be  prevailed  upon  to  go  op  shore.  Captain  Carteret 
shewed  him  every  care  and  attention ;  but  on  the  ship's 
arrival  at  the  Celebes,  be  was  taken  ill  and  "died.  The 
Swallow  proceeded  to  Batavia,  and  from  thence  to 
ISllgland,  and  arrived  at  Spitliead  in  the  month  of  March, 
1769.  On  her  passage  hone,  slie  iell  in  with  La  Bou* 
deuse  French  frigate,  commanded  by  M.  BouganN'iiie, 
who  had  sailed  from  France  in  the  year  1 7  66  on  a  voy* 
9^ge  of  discoveries. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1767,  died  at  Monaco, 
bis  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue ;  his  corpse  was  put  on  board  the  Montreal  fri- 
gate, commanded  by  Captain  Philip  Cosby,  and 
brought  to  England     On  the  1st  of  Nl^vember  she  ar- 
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rived  at  the  Nore,  where  the  Mary  yacht  wa«  lying, 
which  received  his  royal  highnesses  remains,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  ihem  to  Greenwich.  On  the  3d  of  No- 
vember (bey  were  deposited  in  the  royal  vault  in  King 
Hciiry  the  Seventh's  chapel,  Westminster.  The  fol.- 
lovvuig  adnYirai!^  supported  the  canopy  over  his  loyal 
highness's  coffin : 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  K.  B.  Thomas  Frankland,  Esq, 
Duke  of  Bolton,  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Knt. 

Sir  Charles  Saunders,  K.  B.  Sir  Samuel  Cornish,  Bt. 
Francis  Geary,  Esq,  Sir  Geo.  Bridges  Rodney,Bt. 

Sir  Peter  Denis,  Bart,  bore  the  train  of  the  Duke  of 
Grafton,  who,  as  garter  prindpal  king  at  arms,  was 
chief  mourner. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1768,  Mangalore,  the 
principal  sea^port  belonging  to  Hyder  Ally,  in  the  East 
Indies,  was  laken  by  the  company's  sea  and  land  forces. 
The  garrison,  left  in  the  fort,  being  too  wt-ak  to  re-;ist  the 
repeated  attacks  of  Hyder*s  troops  was  obliged  to  sur- 
render alma<(t  immediately  after,  and  made  prisoners. 

Early  iliis  year  the  Royal  Society  presented  a  memo- 
rial to  hi!:  majesty,  expressivcj  of  a  wish  that  proper 
vessels  might  be  appointed  to  sail  to  Jhe  southward,^ to 
observe  the  transit  of  Venus  over  the*  disk  of  the  .sun. 
The  admiralty  accordingly  for  this  service  purchased  tlie 
EndeavtHU  bark,  and  fitted  her  out  in  all  respects  pro- 
per for  such  a  voyage  :  the  command  was  conferred  on 
Lieutenant  James  Cook,  who  wa-^  a  member  of  tlie 
Royal  Society.  Mr.  Ciiarles  Green  was  appointed 
astronomer.  Mr.  Banks  (the  present  Sir  Joseph)  and 
Dr.  Solander,  two  gentlemen  of  extensive  knowledge 
in  natural  history^  embarked  on  board  the  £a)dcavour  as 
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compamonii  to  Mr  Cook,  whose  inMructiom  wereU 
proceed  (o  Otaheite,  and  after  having  made  the  neces- 
sary astronomical  observations  to  sail  on  discoveries  in 
ihe  Pac'fic  ocean,  to  explore  the  coast  of  New  Zea- 
land, and'  from  thence  to  return  to  England,  On  the 
Sd  of  July,  the  Endeavour  sailed  from  Deptford;  and 
on  the  11th  of  April,  1769,  she  arrived  at  Oiaheiie. 
The  favourable  accounts  given  of  this  island  by  our 
countrymen,  who  had  before  visited  it,  were  confirmed 
by  Mr.  C(M)k,  who  mentions  the  singular  qualities  of  a 
tree  which  grows  upon  the  island,  whose  nut  will  allure 
the  fish  to  rise  on  (he  surface  of  the  water  j  and  they 
become  so  stupificd  by  its  effects^  that  they  are  taken 
with  the  greatest  ease  by  the  hand.  Mr.  Cdok  having 
completed  the  service  for  which  he  was  sent  to  Ola- 
heite,  sailed  from  thence,,  accompanied  by  one  of  (he 
natives,  from  whom  he  learnt^  that  at  the  distance  of  a 
few  leagues  there  were  many  more  islands^  which  he 
discovered.  From  the  friendly  and  courteous  manner 
of  the  natives,  he  named  them  the  Society  Islands.  At 
the  €t\d  of  six  weeks  he  made  the  coast  of  New  Zea- 
land,  which  Mr.  Cook  accurately  surveyed,  and  dis> 
covered  it  to  be  two  large  islands;  he  sailed  between 
tl^m,  and  named  the  passage  Cook's  Straits.  The 
islands  are  represented  to  be  very  fruitful,  with  a  great 
quantity  of  fine  wood  growing  on  them.  The  only 
animals  seen  are  dogs  and  rats.  The  nath'es  area  wild 
savage  race,  delighting  in  war,  and  are  repilted  can* 
nibals.  These  islands  are  situated  between  the  latitude 
of  34  degrees  22  minutes  south ;  and  47  degrees  ^5 
minutes  south  ;  longitude  from  1 66  degrees  east,  to  180 
degrees  east.  On  the  31st  of  March,  1770,  Mr.  Cook 
took  hi»  departure  from  these  islands;  and  on  the  19th 
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©r  April  anchored  in  a  bay  on  the  coast  of  New  Hol- 
land. The  shore  appearing  to  abound  with  a  great 
variety  of  shrubs  and  plants,  he  gave  it  the  name  of 
Botany  bay.  The  natives  resemble  those  of  New 
Zealand.  Mr.  Cook  continued  his  cour«e  along  shore, 
exploring  the  coast  until  the  lOth  of  June,  when  at 
eleven  at  night  the  ship  on  a  sudden  struck  with  great 
violence  on  a  rock;  she  fortunately  beat  over  it,  but 
was  found  so  extremely  leaky,  that  with  three  pumps 
ihe  could  not  be  kept  free.  At  day-light  the  next 
morning  land  was  discovered  at  the  distance  of  eight 
leagues ;  on  their  approach  the  shore  was  bounded  for 
8  considerable  distance  with  reefs  of  coral  rock,  over 
which  a  tremendous  turf  constantly  broke.  It  was 
impossible  for  them  to  anchor  without  the  danger  of 
perishing  b^  shipwreck ;  the  only  expedient  left  was 
to  foder  a  ttail  and  draw  it  under  the  ship's  bottom* 
>vbich  in  a  short  time  had  the  desired  eflfect,  and  re> 
duced  the  leak  so  much  as  to  make  it  necessary  to 
work  only  onepump.  On  the  14th,  the  weather  being 
moderate,  Mr.  Cook  stood  in,  and  anchored  about  two 
miles  from  the  shore.  Upon  exploring  the  coast,  a  small 
harbour  was  discovered,  into  which  they  ran  the  ship ; 
as  it  had  given  them  relief  in  the  time  of  their  distreis* 
Mr.  Cook  named  it  Endeavour  River.  The  leak  being 
stopped,  and  having  taken  on  board  such  refreshmentt  as 
the  place  afforded;  Mr.  Cook  pursued  his  voyage,  steering 
along  shore  to  the  northward,  and  passed  between  New 
Guinea  and  New  Holland;  to  (his  channel  he  gave  the 
«aji)e  of  Endeavour  Straits,  being  the  first  ship  that  had 
ever  sailed  through  it.  Mr,  Cook,  having  now  exr 
plored  the  whole  eastern  coast  of  New  Holland,  took 
pussesiion  of  it  in  the  name  of  his  Hritannic  Majesty, 
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under  the  appellation  of  New  South  Wales.  He  pro- 
ceeded from  thence  to  the  island  of  Timor,  then  to 
Batavia,  and  arrived  in  England  on  the  ]2lh  uf  July, 
•771. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1769,  a  French  frigate  an- 
chored in  the  Downs,  and  not  having  paid  the  usual 
compliment  to  the  British  flag,  Captain  John  Hullwell, 
fv'lK)  was  the  senior  officer,  i>ing  there  in  the  Apollo 
frigate,  sent  an  officer  on  board  to  demand  the  cusloma- 
ty  salute;  the  French  captain  refused  to  comply,  upon 
which  Captain  Hoiiwell  immediately  ordered  the 
Hawke  sloop  of  war  to  fire  two  shot  over  her^  which 
toon  intimidated  him  into  a  compliance. 

As  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East  India  Com* 
pany  had  madd  application  t«  govek'nment  f^r  some 
ships  of  war  fo  be  sent  tp  India,  two  frtgatias  were 
•rdered  to  be  fitted  out  by  the  admiralty  for  this  service: 
the  comiDaDd  was  conferred  on  Sir  John  Lindsay,  Knt. 
nvho  waa  appointed  a  commodore,  and  hetsted  his 
pendant  on  board  the  Stag  frigate  of  32  guns,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Joseph  Deane.  The  other  was 
the  Aurora  of  32  guns,  comm&.^ded  by  Captain  Thomas 
Lee,  wha  did  not  sail  till  some  time  after  the  Stag,  lie 
Jhaving  been  appointed  to.  take  oot  Messrs.  Vansittart, 
$carfton>  and  Ford,  the  company's  supervisors.  This 
ship  arrived  -in  safety  at  the.  Cape  of  Good  Hope  i  but 
after  her  departure  from  thence  was  never  more  heard 
ef ;  so  that  the  miserable  fate  which  bel'el  her  crew  to 
this  day  remains  unknown. 

Captain  O'Hara,  of  the  Merlin  sloop  of  war,  who 
"was  stationed  tm  the  coast  of  Atrica,  while  surveying 
the  coast  of  a  sm^ll  island  in  his  tender,  was  enticed 
•n  shore  by  the  natives,  who  murdered  him  and  hit 
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boat's  crew.  Some  misconduct  having  been  adribuled 
to  the  ofHcer  who  commanded  the  tender,  for  not  at* 
fording  relief  to  his  captain,  he  was  brought  to  a  court- 
roartial:  but  nothing  appearing  to  criminate  him>  he 
was  acquitted. 

The  Tamer  gloop  of  war,  commanded  by  Captain 
Anthony  Hunt,  was  sent  out  to  establish  the  claim  of 
Great  Britain  to  Falkland's  Islands.     While  there  she 
fell  in  with  a  Spanish  schooner,  taking  a  survey  of  the 
islands.     Captain  Hunt  ordered  her  to  desist,  alledging. 
lliat  the  islands  appertained  to  his  Britannic  Majesty. 
The  schooner  departed,  but   in  a  few  days  returned 
with  a  Spanish  officer,  commissioned  by  the  governor 
of  Purt  Solidad,  to  oiTer  every  kind  of  refreshment  and 
assistance  that  Captain  Hunt  might  require;  concluding 
the  Tamer  was  driven  in  by  stress  of  weather,  and  thatiP 
(he  captain  of  the  Spanish  schooner  had  misrepresented 
to  him  the  actual  reason  of  his  being  thcie:  but,  if  on 
the  contrary,  the  governor  directed  Captain    Hunt  to 
depart,  as  (he  dominion  of  those  seas  belonged  solely  to 
ihe  King  of  Sptiiii.     Captain   Hunt  replied,  that  he 
should  persist  in  the  right  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  l& 
the  islands ;  neither  would  he  saffer  the  officer  to  visit 
the  settlement,  or  the  vessel  he  came  in  to  enter  the 
harbour.      A  few  weeks   after,    two  Spanish  frigates, 
arrived  at  Port  Egraont,  under  the  pretence  of  wanting.  - 
water ;  the  commanding  officer  appeared  ignorant  <>f 
the  former  transaction,  but  at  the  same  time  expressed 
much  surprise  at  seeing  the  British  flag  flying  on  shore,. 
He  remonfttrated  with  Captain  Hunt  on  the  impropriety 
«f  i(,  who,  with  becoming  dignity,  justified  his  con* 
duct  in  obeying  the  orders  of  his  sovereign,  intimating 
to  them  the  necessity  of  their  sailing  so  soon  as  theio 
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tvants  were  supplicc!.  Eight  dajrs  c.'' jr  the  Spaniards 
Quitted  Port  Egmont,  wilhout  appease  .^  in  (he  least  dis- 
satisfied. Captain  Hunt  (suspecting  that  this  wus  a  pre- 
lude to  something  more  decided  on  the  part  oi  the  Spa- 
niards), sailed  immediately  for  England  ;  and  arrived  at 
Plymouth  in  the  month  of  June,  1770,  from  whence  he 
forwarded  to  the  admiralty  an  account  of  his  proceed- 
ings. 

On  the  92d  of  September,  1770,  the  Favorite  sloop 
of  war,  commanded  by  Captain  Malby,  arrived  at 
Portsmouth  from  Falkland's  Islands.  Captain  Malby 
had  been  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia  to  relieve  t'ue  crew 
of' (he  Swift  sloop,  which  had  been  wrecked  the  pre- 
ceding March  in  Port  Desire.  Only  three  of  the  crew 
perished.    The  remaindpr  owed  their  preservation  to 

-i^e  determined  and  resolute  conduct  of  Mr.  William 
White  (he  master,  and  six  of  the  crew,  who  undertook 
to  proceed  to  Port  Egmont  in  an  open  cutter,  where  at 
the  expiration  of  three  weeks  they  arrived,  having  en- 
countered many  diflSculties  and  dangers. 

Captain  Malby  related,  that  soon  after  his  return  (© 
Port  Egmont,  five  Spanish  frigates  arrived,  having  on 
board  a  body  of  troops  and  a  train  of  artillery.     Cap- 

>  tain  Farmer  (late  commander  of  the  Swift  and  senior 
oflScer)  being  convinced  that  the  Future  of  the  Spaniards' 
visit  was  hostile,  went  on  shore  with  his  own  crew  to 
protect  the  settlement,  whose  only  defence  was  a  small 
block-house :  at  the  same  time  he  ordered  Caplain 
Malby  to  anchor  the  Favorite  as  close  in  as  heir  draft  of 
water -would  permit,  and  to  land  himself  with  fifty  of 
his  men,  two  six-pounders,  and  somer  swivels.  Upon 
this  the  Spaniards  anchored  threj  of  their  frigates  oppo- 
site the  block-house^  and  began  (o  fire  upon  it,  a  kvf 
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shot  were  only  returned,  when  Captain  Farmer  heKI 
out  a  flag  of  truce  and  capitulated.  By  one  of  the  arti* 
cles  it  was  agreed  that  (he  Favorite  should  have  per- 
misHJon  to  return  to  Englanc* ,  so  soon  as  the  governor  of 
Solidad,  or  his  deputy  should  arrive  at  Port  Eg* 
mont.  In  order  to  secure  the  compliance  with  this 
article,  the  Spaniards  unhung  her  rudder,  and  took 
it,  with  several  of  her  sails  on  shore.  The  Captains 
Farmer  and  Mnlby  strongly  remonstrated  against  this 
fresh  mark'  of  insult,  but  to  no  purpose.  She  was  at 
last  suffered  to  depart;  and  on  her  passage  to  Eng- 
land fell  in  with  a  Spanish  galleon,  when  it  became 
a  matter  of  debate  between  the  captains  and  ofHcer<rj 
whether  they  would  not  be  justified  in  seizing  this  ship> 
by  way  of  restitution  for  the  hostilities  committed,  and 
insult  offered  to  the  British  flag  at  Port  Egmont.  The  ma- 
jority were  against  the  measure,  and  the  galleon  was  per- 
mitted to  proceed  on  her  voyage.  In  consequence  of  the 
above  intelligence  sixteen  sail  of  the  line  were  ordered 
to  be  immediately  put  in  commission;  press- warrants 
were  issued,  and  rendezvous  opened  for  seamen  to  en- 
ter into  the  navy.  His  majesty  by  proclamation  oflfered 
a  bounty  of  thirty  shillings  to  able  seamen,  who  should 
enter  into  the  service.  An  additional  bounty  was  also 
offered  by  the  principal  cities  and  towns. 

During  this  year  a  change  took  place  in  the  board  of 
admiralty,  and  many  of  the  commanders  of  his  majesty's 
squadrons  were  relieved. 

Officers  commanding  his  majesty's  squadron. 

/t  Portsmouth. — Rear-admiral  Sir  John  Moore,  K.  B. 

At  Plymouth. — Rear-admiral  Lord  Edgecombe. 

Mediterranean. — Commodore  Samuel  Hood. 

Leeward  Islands. — Rear-admiral  Robert  Mann* 
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Jamaica. — Commodore  Arthur  Forref((,  who  died  m 
July,  and  was  succeeded  by  Captain  George  Markcn* 
zie. 

Newfoundland. — Commodore  Hon.  John  Byron. 

East  Indies. — Commodore  Sir  John  LiudsFj,,  K.  B. 
•  A  mift>representalion  having  been  made  by  Sir  Tho- 
miis  Slade,  surveyor  of  the  navy,  (o  Sir  Edward  Hawke. 
first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  of  the  nnmber  of  ships  fit  for 
service,  it  wa» ordered  in  council,  that  in  future  his  ma- 
jesty's navy  and  dock-yards  throughout  the  kingdom 
should  be  inspected  by  the  board  of  admiralty  Qvery  two 
years. 

As  the  di'^pute  between  the  courts  of  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  respecting  the  right  of  Falkland  Islands,  was 
now  settled  in  favor  of  the  former,  the  Juno  firigate,  of 
32  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Sloft,  the  Hound 
sloop  of  war.  Captain  Burr,  and  the  Florida  store-ship 
were  sent  out  in  April  to  lake  possession  of  ihenu 
Lieutenant  Clayton  of  the  navy,  with  an  armed  shallop,. 
and  Lieutenant  Olive  with  a  party  of  marines^  were  left 
at  Port  Egmont,  to>  establish  our  claims. 

In  1772,  about  the  month  of  August,  a  case>  con* 
taining  several  pieces  of  plate  richly  chased,  was 
sent  by  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  as  a  present  to  M. 
Pleville  de  Peljy,  a  lieutenant  in  the  French  navy,  and 
intcndant  of  the  port  of  Marseillesj^  for  his  great  atten- 
tion, and  exertions  in  saving  his  majesty's  frigate  the 
Alarm  from  shipwreck,  when  she  was  driven  ashore 
oear  that  port.  It  was  ordered  to  be  presented  by  iicr 
commander.  Captain  John  Jervis,  (the  present  Earl  St. 
Vincent)  accompanied  with  an  appropriate  letter  of 
thanks. 

Oa  the  31st  of  August,  the  West  India  islands  w«re 
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vUIted  by  a  most  dreadful  hurricane.  The  inland  of  An* 
iigua  suffered  material  injury;  several  vessels  were  dri- 
ven ashore  and  foundered,  most  of  whose  crews  perished. 
The  ships  of  war  in  English  Harbour  were  forced  ashoro 
and  received  considerable  damage.  The  Dispatch 
sloop  of  war,  which  had  been  sent  to  England  by  y\dnBi- 
ral  Mann,  with  an  account  of  w!iis  harricane,  foundered 
at  sea ;  her  crew  were  fortunately  saved  by  the  Pan* 
iher,  which  she  fell  in  with  on  her  passage  from  New* 
foundland. 

Dissatisfaction  having  for  tomfe  time  prevailed  in 
North  America,  the  discontents  at  length  began  to 
grow  to  an  alarming  height.  Several  acts  of  violence 
were  committed,  and  the  king's  oflBceni  frequently  insuU 
ted.  At  Rhode  island  his  majesty's  schooner,  the  Gas« 
pee,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Duddingslone,  who 
was  stationed  there  by  (he  admiral,  was  boarded  in  the 
night  by  200  armed  men,  in  eight  boats,  who  seized  the 
vessel,  and  after  taking  oet  the  crew,  set  her  on  fire* 
Mr.  Duddingstone  and  some  of  his  people  were  severely 
wounded  in  the  conAict.  ' 

This  year  Captain  James  Cook  undertr.  ^k  another 
voyage  of  discoveries,  the  chief  object  of  v  btch  was  to 
explore  the  southern  hemisphere.  He  embarked  on 
board  the  Resolution,  and  was  accompanied  by  the 
Adventure,  Captain  Furneaux.  On  the  5th  of  April 
they  took  their  departure  from  England ;  nothing  of  any 
importance  occurred  on  their  passage  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  which  place  they  left  on  the  22d  of  No- 
vember, and  steered  to  the  southward.  In  the  latitude 
of  ^0  degrees  40  minutes  south,  ice  was  first  seen,  and 
they  were  frequently  impeded  in  their  progress  by  it : 
when  the  weather  was  moderate,  the  boala  were  sent  to 
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coIKxt  large  pieces  of  the  floating  ice,  which  suppt'^d 
them  with  excellent  water.  On  the  1 7 ih  of  January, 
177:>,  the  ships  crosfied  the  anCarclic  circle,  in  the  \un» 
gitude  of  39  degrees  35  minutes  east.  This  is  the  first 
account  we  haive  of  any  ships  having  sailed  m  far  into  t'le 
5(outhern  region.  In  the  latitude  of  67  degrees  l.r>  mi- 
nutes south,  they  arrived  at  an  immense  continent  of 
solid  ice,  through  which  it  was  impossible  to  penetrate; 
Captain  Cook  therefore  shaped  his  course  to  the  N.  £. 
On  the  8th  of  February  the  ships  separated ;  soon  sf'lec 
no  ice  was  to  be  seen,  when  Captain  Cook  again  steered 
to  the  southward.  On  the  i7ih  they  observed  the  Au- 
rora Australis^  a  phaenoinena  hitherto  unnoticed  b«  for* 
mer  navigators.  On  the  16th  of  March,  the  ResoliUioa 
anchored  in  Dusky  Bay,  on  the  coast  of  New  Z^,;.iand, 
having  been  sixteen  weeks  and  five  da  i  without  seeing 
any  1'^  d  ;  and,  in>  the  course  of  that  time,  sailed  36iO 
lea^  tes.  Captain  Cook  was  joined  by  the  Adventure 
in  C^ueen  Cbatlolie's  Sound;  but  she  again  parted  com- 
pany off  tha  coast  of  New  Zealand.  On  the  22d  of 
December,  when  the  Resolution  had  reached  the  latitude 
of  67  degrees  31  minutes  south,  she  was  embayed  and 
surrounded  by  tremendous  mountains  of  ice;  l)ie  wea< 
ther  proved  also  so  tempestuous,  thai  Captain  Cook 
foiind  himself  under  the  Qeces^ily  to  direct  his  course  (o 
thi^N.  E.  This  by  no  means  checked  his  persevering 
spirit  (  for  bo  sooner  had  the  weather  become  moderate, 
than  be  again  steered  ta the  soul h.  In  F'bruary,  1774, 
they  were  in  the  latitude  oil  I  degrees  10  minutes  south, 
all  attempts  to  penetrate  farther  to  the  southward  being 
found  utterly  impracticable.  Captain  Cook  was  obliged 
la  give  it  up,  and  ateered  for  the  Marquesas,  discovered 
ly  Mondaua,  in  the  year  I^^q,  from  ihwcQ  to  eKpluta 
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adulter  of  islands  which  were  discovered  by  (he  gt^t 
navigator  Quiros,  in  (he  ^ear  1606.  They  a>e  situated 
between  (he  lati(udes  of  1  i-  degrees  29  minutes,  and  20 
degrees  four  minu(es  south,  and  longitude  from  1 66  de- 
grees 41  niinu(es,  to  170  degrees  20  minutes  east.  To 
these  he  gave  the  name  of  the  New  Hebrides ;  they  are 
very  mountainous,  abound  in  wood,  and  the  vaUies  ex* 
Iremely  luxuriant.  Captain  Cook  landed  on  two  of 
these  islands ;  at  one  he  found  the  natives  were  a  stout 
race  of  men,  of  a  dark  colour,  with  woolly  hair;  their 
only  covering  was  a  mat,  like  a  petticoat,  which  reach- 
ed (o  their  knees;  they  decorate  themselves  with  shells 
and  feathers:  their  only  arms  are  spears,  which  appear 
more  calculated  for  fishing  than  war;  they  are  so  suspi- 
ciou!^  and  shy,  that  it  was  with  much  difficulty  they 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  venture  near  enough  to  accept 
of  the  presents  which  were  offered  them. 

At  another  of  these  islands  he  describes  the  natives  to 
be  very  diminutive,  of  a  dark  colour,  long  beards,  mon- 
key faces,  their  hair  black  and  curly,  but  not  so  soft  and 
woolly  a<  that  of  the  negro;  they  go  quite  naked; 
and  what  adds  to  their  natural  deformity  is,  a  rope, 
the  size  of  a  man's  finger,  which  they  tie  so  tight  round 
the  belly,  as  to  almost  divide  the  body  in  two  parts. 
The  arms  they  u^e  are  spears,  and  bows  ^nd  arrows. 
Thfe  few  women  that  were  seen,  made  themselves  more 
frightful  and^ideous  than  the  men,  by  painting  iheir  . 
heads,  faces,  and  shoulders  red.  Captain  Cook  men* 
tions  (hese  people  (o  be  of  a  more  pacific  disposition 
than  most  of  the  savages  he  hc^d  seen.  They  ventured  to 
(he  ship  without  hesitation,  and  received  the  presents 
offered  them,  for  which  they  made  a  suitable  return. 
He  says,  they  not  only  excelled  all  thci)  neighbours  in  ' 
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}>robity,  Imt  appeared  the  most  intelligent  of  any  nation 
which  haif  been  visited  in  the  south  seas.  As  a  proof  of 
ihctr  exceeding  l>onesty.  Captain  Cook  relates  the  fuU 
lowing  anecdote  of  one  of  the  natives : 

*'  When  the  Resolution  was  getting  under  sail,  the 
natives  came  off  in  canoes  making  exchanges  with  still 
greater  confidence  than  before,  and  giving  such  extra- 
ordinary proofs  of  iheir  honesty,  as  surpr'zed  us.  As  (he 
ship  at  first  had  fresh  way  through  the  water,  several  of 
the  canoes  dropped  astern  after  they  had  received  goods, 
und  before  they  had  time  to  deliver  their's  in  return;  in- 
stead of  taking  advantage  of  this,  as  our  friends  at  the 
Sockty  Inlands  would  have  done,  they  used  their  utmost 
efforts  to  get  up  with  us,  and  deliver  what  they  had  al- 
ready  been  paid  for  ;  one  man  in  particular  followed  us 
a  considerable  time,  and  did  not  reach  us  until  it  was 
calm,  and  the  thing  was  forgotten ;  as  soon  as  he  came 
alongside,  he  held  up  the  article,  which  several  on  board 
were  ready  to  buy,  but  he  refused  to  part  with  it  till  he 
saw  the  person  to  whom  he  had  before  sold  it ;  this  per- 
son not  knowing  the  man  again,  oflered  him  some- 
thing in  return,  which  he  constantly  refused,  and 
'  shewed  what  had  been  given  him  before ;  at  length  made 
him  sertsible  of  the  nice  point  of  honour  by  which  he  \\as 
actuated.'! 

On  the  Ist  of  September,  Captain  Cook  having  conl- 
]ileted  his  survey  of  these  islands,  steered  to  the  S.  \V. 
On  the  l-lh,  an  island  was  discoveied,  which  extended 
from  the  li)ih  degree  and  a  half,  to  the  22d  degree  and 
a  half  of  south  latitude,  and  from  163d  and  a  half,  to 
the  1 67 ih  degree  of  east  longitude.  Its  coast  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  being  surrounded  by  a  reef  of  rocks. 
To  this  island  he  gave  the  name  of  New  Caledonia- 
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The  natives  are  tall,  stout,  and  welKproportioned;  they 
go  quite  naked,    and    their    manners  courteous  and 
friendly.     On  the  4th  of  October,  in  the  latitude  of  29 
degrees  two  minutes  south,  and  I6S  degrees  I  fi  minutes 
east,  he  discovered  a  small  uninhabited  island,  and  named 
it  Norfolk  island,  now  inhabited  by  the  British  settlers 
from  Botany  Bay,  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  Resolution  being  in  .want  of  refreshments.  Captain 
Cook  proceeded  to  New  Zealand.     On  the  I9th  of  Oc- 
tober, he  anchored  in  Queen   Charlotte's  Sound,  and 
sailed  again  in  quest  of  fresh  discoveries  on  the  10th  of 
November.  On  the  14th  of  January,   1775,  they  made 
the  island  of  Georgia,  v\hich   is  said  to  have  been  first 
di'^covered  by   the  Spaniards  in    1756;  its  latitude  is 
from  53  degrees  57  minutes  to  54  degrees  57  minutes 
south;  and  from  38  degrees  13  minutes  to  35  degrees 
5i  minutes  west  longitude.     This  island  is  very  moun- 
tainous, covered  with   ice  and  snow  without  the  least 
appearance  of  vegetation.     On   the  31st  land  was  dis- 
covered, whose  aspect  was  equa'ly  desolate  and  iniio^- 
pitable  with  that  of  Georgia;  to  it  Captain  Cook  gave 
<'ie  name  of  Sandwich  Land  ;  it  is  the  most  southern  of 
any  hitherto  discovered.     The  south  extremity  lies  in 
the  latitude  of  59  degrees  30  minutes;  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  27  degrees  30  minutes  west.     The  severity  of 
the  climate  began  to  have  a  very  powerful  effeirt  on  the 
Resolution's  crew,  many  of  them  wtre  confined  with 
violent  rheumatic    complaints,    which   made  Captain 
Cook  relinquish  any  further  idea  of  endeavoring  to  pene- 
tiate  more  into  the  southern  hemisphere.     On  the  22d 
of  March  he  arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  on 
the  30lh  of  August  following  in  England,  having  pcr- 
VOL,  ir,  Y 
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formed  a  voyage  of  above  25,000  leagues-  in  three  years, 
three  months,  and  twenty  days. 

The  Adventure,  after  having  parted  from  the  Reso- 
lution, returned  to  New  Zealand,  the  place  of  Rendez- 
vous; ai  which  place  Captain  Furneaux  was  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  have  a  boal'^  crew  cut  off  and^  murdered  by 
the  savages,  some  of  whose  mangled  limbs  were  found 
scattered  about,  and  many  partly  devoured  by  these  in- 
human cannibals.  Captain  Furneaux  not  meeting  with 
the  Resolution,  proceeded  to  England,  where,  accom- 
panied by  Omjah,  a  native  of  Otabeite,  he  arrived  on 
the  1 3th  of  July,  1774. 

The  two  ships,  after  experiencing  a  variety  of  climates, 
and  encountering  many  dangers,  lost  not  more  than 
four  men,  and  only  one  of  those  by  sickness,  exclusive 
of  the  Adventure's  boat's  crew;  a  circumstance  rather 
singular  during  so  long  a  voyage. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1773^  the  guard-ships  were 
ordered  to  take  on  board  six  month's  provisions,  to  com- 
plete their  complement  of  men,  and  proceed  to  sea. 
All  the  ships  of  war  which  were  reported  fit  for  service 
were  ordered  to  be  got  ready  to  be  commissioned.  Ren- 
dezvous were  opened,  for  the  raising,  and  a  proclama- 
tion issued  by  his  majesty,  offeiing  the  bounties  of  3l.  to 
such  able  seamen^  2i.  to  ordinary,  and  1 1.  to  landsmen, 
as  should  enter  into  the  navy.  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Saun- 
ders w^  appointed  to  command  a  fleet  fitting  out. 
However,  this  armament  wa«  ordered  to  be  discontinued 
<pn  the  7th  of  May,  ana  Uie  officers  recalled  from  the 
rendezvous. 

At  the  instigation  of  the  Royal  Society,  another  voy- 
age was  undertaken  this  year,  to  try  how  far  navigation 
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was  pfftcticable  towards  the  north  pole,  and  whether  there 
was  a  possibility  of  discovering  a  passage  to  the  East  In- 
dies by  those  frozen  regions.  The  Racc-horj5e  and  Car- 
cass bombs,  commanded  by  the  HonourabFe  Captain 
Phipps,  (fate  Lord  Mulgraye)  and  Captain  Lutwidge, 
Were  the  vesf^Hs  equipped  for  this  entet prize.  On  the 
2rl  ©f  June  they  sailed  from  the  Nore,  and  proceeded  on 
their  course  to  the  north,  without  rneetii.g  any  quantity 
of  iee  to  obstruct  their  passage.  On  the  31st  6f  July 
they  had  reached  the  latitude  ot  81  degrees  21  minutes  * 
north,  wh«n  both  the  ships  on  a  sudden  became  enclo- 
sed^ iln  a  large  body  of  ice ;  and  were  unavoidably  driven 
by  a  strong  current  into  a  bay,  the  entrance  of  whicli 
was  instantly  closed  up  by  the  ice.  The  crews  laborell 
iivith  inde&tigable  2eal  and  perseverance  for  foiir  or  five 
days  to  forte  a  passagethrough  the  ice,  bat  ail  their  ek- 
^rtiOns  proved  ih^fl%k:tual.  Their  coVnAi'anders  on  the 
6th  of  August  tame  to  thie  resolution  6f  1)oisting  the 
boats  out,  and  to  endieavor  to  save  th6ir  lives  by  dra^- 
^irtg  them  across' the  iee: -every 'ftian  ^vas  furnished  with 
a  celrfaSn  quantity  of  provision,  and  thdy  had  actuairy 
quilted  the  ships  and  began  this  hazardous  attempt ; 
when  the  n^xt  day  the  wind  blew  frorti  the  eastward, 
and  the  ships  Were  Observed  to  move  fortv^rd ;  there  ap- 
pearing some  hopes  of  a' deliverantfe,  they  hastened  back 
to  the  ships ;  and  on  the  10th  the  wind  blowing  strong 
from  the  N.  E.  attended  by  a  strong  current,  tl>e  ice 
gave  way,  and  began  to  drift.  Every  sail  was  set,  and 
fn  the  course  of  a  few  hours  they  were  relieved  from  the 
•prospect  of  that  miserable  and  wretched  fate  which  had 
beiailen  so  many  former  adventurers.  Captain  Phipps 
finding  it  utterly  impossible  to  penetrate  farther  to  the 
iiorth  than  the  tatitude  of  81  degrees  36  minutes,  ^vhidi 
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is  much  nearer  to  the  pole  than  had  ever  hitherto  been 
attempted  ,  and  that  no  practicable  passage  existed,  de- 
termined to  return  to  England;  and  both  sliips  arrived 
at  the  Nore  in  the  month  of  October. 

In  January,  1771-,  the  Endeavor  storeship,  comman- 
ded by  Lieutenant  Gordon,  was  sent  to  Falkland's  Is- 
lands, with  orders  to  bring  home  Lieutenant  Clayton, 
and  the  party  which  had  been  left  with  him,  together 
with  all  such  stores  as  were  judged  serviceable.  Lieu- 
tenant Clayton,  previous  to  his  quilting  Port  Egmont, 
fixed  up  a  piece  of  lead,  with  an  inscription,  signifying 
that  the  islands,  bays,  forts,  &c.  appertained  to  his 
Britannic  Majesty;  he  also  left  the  British  colors  flying 
on  the  fort. 

On  the  ^ih  of  July  the  Kent,  of  74  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  Charles  Fielding,  had  nearly  been  destroyed 
while  saluting  the  admiral,  as  she  was  sailing  out  of 
Plymouth  Sound.  The  wadding  from  the  guns  having 
communicated  with  some  powder  in  an  ammunition 
chest  on  the  poop,  it  instantly  took  fire  and  blew  up  all 
that  part  of  the  ship :  the  beams  of  the  quarter-deck 
were  forced  in,  and  many  others  in  different  parts  of  the 
ship  were  broken.  Almost  all  the  men  on  the  poop 
and  after  part  of  the  ship  were  blown  overboard,  of 
whom  about  fifty  were  killed  and  dreadfully  woun- 
ded. 

The  year  of  1775  produced  some  very  serious  cir- 
cumstances in  North  America;  which  on  the  I9lh  of 
April  broke  out  into  acts  of  open  hostility.  A  detach- 
ment of  the  king's  troops  and  marines,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith  and  Major  Pitcairn, 
having  been  sent  to  destroy  some  military  stores,  which 
the  Americans  had  collected  at  Concord,  were  flaetj^nd 
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opposed  al  Lexmi^OTi/'by  a  hrrge  body  of  thetriiHtfa,  ifv'Mb 
obliged  ihcm'to  retire  with  considerableloss  into  (he  lox^ 
of  Boston.  This  was  followed  by  the  attadk  at  iBunk^T's 
Hill  on  ttic  17th  of  June  ;  hi  whifh  -pWc  t^fe  Ameri- 
cans liad  collected  Tn  great  fofcc  midcr 'General  Putnam, 
and  thrown  up  sortie  jftrong  redoubts.  Genwal  Grw-e, 
who  cohimanded  fn  Boston,  ordered  tite  (TcneraN 
Howe,  Clinton,  and  Pigot,  with  ifbout  2000  rrnops, 
to  attack  th6  enefnyN  works,  which  tNere  carried  at  tire 
point  of  the  bayorret  after  aii  ob^tin^fe  resri«!«.Tnc*e:  ?t 
was,  however,  a  dear  bought  victor y  ;  226  of  the  "Bri- 
tish were  slain,  nineteen  ttf  whom  were  -coninyrssforr^ 
officers,  and  upwards  of  ^00  wormded.  Only  fhirty 
wounded  Americans  and  a  few  pieces  of  carmon  werb 
taken.  The  fir  ne  of  war  tregan  now  to  blajsfe  over  ' 
the  whote  rontitient  cff  Amerhca*  <5"e?neral  iMontgo- 
mery,  with  about  2000  American  troops,  marchfed  into 
Canada,  took  Ticonderoga,  Ci^own  Poini,  St.  John's 
J'ort,  on  the  river  Sorel,  aYid  an  the  1 3tb  df  November 
obliged  Montrtal'to surrender,  ^etieral Catfefofft,  who 
was  \t\  \\it  Toti,  vVith  some  diflicuhy  escapfitd  fn  a  ^oat 
down  to  Quebec  ;  his  vVhole  forc^e  on  tti'e  lal'e's  consist- 
ing of  e'even  armed  resf^els,  wa«!  parsrfed  and  t^eVi  by 
the  Amerirans*  Notwithstanding  tbe  scVefe  ^etiftfh 
being  far  advanced,  Oftnera^  Monigornery  pushed  Rrit- 
Vv'ard  with  itie  utmost  e5<p:edition  lo join 'Colontil  Arnold, 
wholiad  appeared  in  the  heights  before  Quebec  with*a 
consTderaW'e  force.  The  garri'jon  was  at  thi^  time  e<- 
'iVemtly  vieak:,  and  the  wor!^s  much  out  of  repair;  G^- 
W^ral  Cii'rl^Yon,  '(affercvards  Sir  Cay  Carl^ton,  and  tlte 
present  Lord  I^orchc^ter)  was  in^ifef^tigabIeT>^ft*s'e!k. 
trticrtis  tb  put  il  in  the  best  poss^^-'fJe f tatc  ofdfcfenre,  gmi 
Ito  ttitngrtffen  tte  prtiwn,  h%  ordered  tite  ttews  of  t!fie 
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fhips  of  war,  viz.  Lizard  of  28  and  Hunter  of  u 
gun.<,  transports,  and  other  vessels,  to  be  landed  and 
formed  into  a  battalion,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
John  Hamilton,  and  Lord  Hervey.  On  the  31st  of 
December  the  Americans  made  a  general  assault  upon 
the  city,  and  attempted  to  carry  it  by  escalade ;  the  un- 
expected and  vigorous  resistance  with  which  they  met, 
threw  them  into  :'ie  greatest  disorder.  They  were  re- 
palled  and  '  ir  every  direction,  the  carnage  which 
ensued  was  ii  lersc ,  General  Montgomery,  with  six 
or  seven  hundred  of  hi.  iroops,  was  s  ain  ;  and  Colonel 
Arnold  wounded,  who  retired  with  the  shattered  re- 
mains of  his  army  in  the  utmost  confusion.  The  only 
loss  sustained  by  the  garrison  in  this  desperate  attack, 
ivas  five  men  killed,  and  thirteen  wounded-  Lieute- 
nant Saunderson,  agent  of  transports,  was  among  the 
former.  - 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Falmouth,  m  the  pro- 
irince  of  Massachusetts,  having  opposed  with  violence 
the  loading  of  a  mast-ship.  Admiral  Grave*  directed 
Captain  Mowat  to  proceed  thither  with  some  ships  of 
war,  and  to  demolish  tltetown,  unless  they  delivered  up  (o 
him  all  their  artillery  and  small  arms.  This  demand  be- 
ing refused,  the  CanceauK  of  16  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  Mowat,  a  large  ship,  schooner,  and  a  sloop 
srmed,  anchored  below  the  town,  October  17.  At 
three  o'clock  P.  M.  they  weighed  and  came  up  and  an- 
chored within  gun-shot,  and  immediately  Captain 
Mowat  sent  a  letter  on  shore  giving  them  two 
hours  to  remove  their  families,  as  be  had  orders  to  tire 
the  tpwii.  Tlietgwn  immediately  chose  a  committee  of 
-Kfiree  gentlemen,  an4.  sent  them  on  board  to  know  the 
!ieasoD  of  tbe-to  wn's  being  set  on  fire»    He  returned  /iu 
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an<;wer  that  his  orders  were  (o  set  on  fire  all  Ihe  sea- 
port towns  between  Boston  and  Halifax,  and  that  he 
expected  New  York  was  then  burnt  lo  ashes.  He  far- 
ther said,  that  when  he  received  orders  from  the  Admiral, 
be  desired  that  he  might  show  some  favor  to  the  town 
of  Falmouth,  which  the  admiral  granted,  and  which 
favor  was  to  spare  it  till  nine  o'clock  the  ensuing  morn- 
ing, in  case  they  would  send  him  all  their  small 
arms ;  which  the  town  immediately  did.  On  the  nrwrn- 
ing  of  the  ISlh,  the  committee  went  on  board  of  th« 
Canceaux  again,  when  Captain  Movvat  said  he  would 
save  the  town  till  he  heard  from  the  admiral,  in  case 
they  would  send  off  four  carriage-guns,  deliver  up  all 
their  small  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  and  send  four  gen- 
tlemen of  (he  town  as  hostages,  which  they  refused  to  do. 
About  half  past  nine  in  the  morning  they  began  to  fire 
from  the  four  armed  vessels,  and  in  a  short  time  des 
troyed  130  houses,  278  siore  and  warehouses,  a  large 
new  church,  the  couri-house  and  public  library.  He 
continued  firing  till  after  dark  the  same  day,  and  to 
complete  the  demolition  of  the  town,  a  large  body  of 
seamen  and  marin€s  were  landed ;  but  the  Americans 
having  by  this  time  collected  in  great  force,  compelled 
them  to  retire  to  their  boats  with  the  loss  of  several 
men. 

In  Ihe  southern  provinces  the  Americans  were  equally 
violent  against  the  British.  In  Virginia,  North  and 
South  Carolinas,  they  obliged  their  governors.  Lord 
Dunmore,  Lord  Wm.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Martin  to  re- 
tire for  safely  on  board  the  ships  of  war. 

Towards  Ihe  end  of  Ihe  year.  Commodore  Sir  Peter 
Parker  sailed  from  Cork  wilh  a  squadron  of  ships  of  war, 
and  a  fleet  of  transports,  having  on  board  a  large  body 
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of  troops,  under  the  command  of  Earl  Corirwallis,  dcs- 
trned  far  North  America. 

In  the  West  Indies  the  Pomona  and  Ferret  sloops  of 
war,  of  18, guns  each,  commanded  by  the  Captains 
Eastwood  and  Rodney,  foundered  fn  a  rtulent  storm, 
and  the  whole  of  their  crews  perished. 

A  squadron  of  American  privateers  captured  the  Bol- 
ton brig,  of  12  guns,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Ed- 
ward Sncyd;  and  (he  Savage  sloop  of  war,  oi^  8  guns, 
Captain  Bromedge,  was  lost  on  the  island  of  Scalcrte; 
thBcrew  saved. 

The  following  are  the  officers  who  commanded  his 
majesty's  squadron,  in  1776. 

At  Portsmouth.--Vice-adtniral  Sir  James  Denglas, 

Kfit. 

At  "Plymotith^Vrce-admiral  Atnhertt. 

Mediterranean — Vice-admirall  Mann. 

Noith  America—Vice-admiral  Lord  Howe. 

fc Kear-admirail  M.  Shuldbam. 

, Commodore  Sir  H.  Parker,  Knt. 

Commodore  Wm.  Hotliam. 

Newfoundland — Vice-admiral  Montague.  / 

Xeeward  Islands — Vice-admiral  Young, 
t      Jamaica— Vice-admiral  G^yton. 

East  Indies — Commodore  Sir  Edward  Hughe*. 

'Si>tteen  sail  of  the  Irne,  in  addition  to  the  guard-ship^ 
were  put  into  commission,  press- svarraals  issued,  ren- 
dezvous opened,  and  a  bounty  offered  t)y  proclama- 
tion for  seamen  to  enfor  inlolbb  roya!  navy. 

Lord  Howe  sailed  'from  Spithead  with  a  squadron  of 
'  ships  of  v/ar,  and  several  lrai><?ports  for  North  America  j 
"and  on  the  6lli  of  May  Commodore  Hutham  s:y!e<i  v\ilb 
•nolher  squadron  and  trani^pOTis  totthe  samrc  place. 
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A  dreadful  accident  happened  July  5th,  on  board  the 
Marlborough,  of  7 4-  guns,  commanded* by  Captain  Sa- 
muel Hoo(t,  while  clearing  fur  dock  in  Portsmouth-har- 
bor, occasioned  by  some  gunpowder  taking  tire  which 
hid  been  carelessly  left  in  the  magazine.  The  fore-part 
of  the  ship  was  on  fire  for  some  time,  several  of  the 
beams  were  broken,  and  in  many  places  the  decks  were 
torn  up  by  the  explosion.  Twelve  seamen,  three  wo- 
men, and  three  children  were  killed,  una  above  fifty 
people  were  wounded.  The  gunner  was  tried  by  a 
cuurt-martial  for  so  shameful  a  breach  of  his  duty,  and 
sentenced  to  be  dismissed  tiie  service. 

On  the  25ih  Sir  Thomas  Rich,  in  the  Enterprize  fri- 
gate of  28  guns,  being  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  fell  in  with 
a  French  squadron,  consisting  of  two  ships  of  the  line, 
and  several  frigates,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke 
de  Chartres.  The  Enterprize  stood  on  herxrourse,  and 
passed  within  hail  of  the  French  admiral,  who  hailed, 
and  desired  the  commander  of  the  British  frigate  to  bring 
to,  and  come  on  board.  Sir  Thomas  Rich  replied,  that 
if  the  admiral  had  any  thing  to  communicate,  he  might 
send  himself  on  board  the  Enterprize.  The  French  ad- 
miral enraged  at  this  refusal,  declared,  unless  hi^  orders 
were  obeyed,  he  would  fire  into  the  frigate.  This 
threat  had  no  effect  on  Sir  Thomas  Rich,  who  continued 
firm  in  his  resolution,  and  told  him,  that  he  obeyed  no 
orders  bm  those  which  came  from  his  own  admiral. 
The  spkitcd  conduct  of  the  British  comn)ander  so  plea- 
sed the  Duke  de  Chartres,  that  he  changed  his  demand 
into  a  request ;  upon  which  a!' animosity  ceased,  and 
Ihe  first  lieutenant  of  the  Enterprize  was  sent  on  board, 
ivho  was  received  by  the  French  admiral,  and  all  hia 
tiTicers,  with  much  respect. 
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On  (he  Ist  of  January,  the  town  of  Norfolk,  In  VIr. 
ginm,  was  destroyed  by  a  squadron  of  hli  majesty's 
ships,  viz.  tiie  Liverpool,  ^Captain  Bellcw,  of  28  guni, 
the  Dunmore  of  14  guns,  and  t\To  others  of  I  teach, 
for  having  refused  to  supply  Ihem  with  provisions. 
The  loss  snstained  by  the  deslrticlion  of  this  once  flou- 
rishing town,  was  esiimatect  at  300,0001.  sterling. 

On  the  tfSd  ofMarch,  ihv  congress  of  America  issued 
letter!  6f  marque  to  cruize  agolnit  the  subjecti  oi  Great 
Britain. 

*£arly  in  the  year  an  American  squadron,  consisting 
of  five  sail,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Hopi^ins, 
proceeded  to  the  Bahama  islands,  and  plundered  the 
settlement  at  Providence,  carryingeff  with  them  the  go- 
'vernor  and  some  'artillery  und  naval  stores. 

Thh  squadron  consisted  of:  % 


'Ships.  'ftUrta. 

Alfred ...26  .. 

•Columbus  .--,..  '28  -, 
Annadonna,  brig  '16  .. 
Cabot 14.  . 

Providence.--.--   h2  -. 


Men.  tComMandert. 

220  GoWtnodore  Hopkins. 
220  Captain  Whipple. 

130 Biddle. 

120 Hopkins, jun. 

90 Hazard. 


'On  the  6th  of  April,  on' the  relurn  of  this  squadron  to 
Boston,  being  about  eight  leagues  from  Block  Island, 
it  fell  in  with,  and  attgiHced  his  majesty's  ship  the  Gjas- 
gow,  of20  guns,  and  150  men,  commanded  by  Cap- 
'tain  Tyringham  Howe,  who,  after  an  obstinate  resist- 
ance, obliged  the  Americans  to  sheer  off.  The  Glas- 
^gow'being  much  crippled  in  her  masts  and  rigging,  bore 
away  for  Rhode  Ishnd.  Her  loss  was  ohe  man  killed. 
and  three  wounded. 
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On  the  6lh  of  May,  iho  garriMin  of  Quebec  wai  for- 
tunately relieved  by  the  arrival  of  Sir  Charles  Dou)(las« 
in  the  Isis  of  30  guns,  with  i\va  Surprize  of  28,  Cap- 
tain Robert  Linzee,  and  Martin  sloop  of  war  of  1 4« 
Captain  Henry  Hervey.  These  ship^i  had,  by  the  vi- 
gor and  perseverance  of  their  crews,  forced  their  way 
through  the  ice  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  On  their 
passage,  they  destroyed  an  American  armed  schooner, 
and  retook  the  Gasp{>c.  General  Carleton  availed  him- 
self of  this  timely  reinfoicemcnt  to  march  out  and  attack 
the  American  army,  which  was  encamped  before 
Quebec.  On  his  approach  they  fled  in  every  direction, 
abandoning  their  camp,  artillery,  military  stores,  and  all 
their  implements  for  carrying  on  the  siege. 

It  having  been  judged  advisable  to  make  an  atten>pt 
upon  Charlestown,  in  South  Carolina,  Sir  Peter  Parker 
•tailed  with  his  squadron  and  some  transports,  from 
Cape  Fear,  June  1 ,  and  on  the  4th  anchored  off  Char Ies*> 
town  bar.    This  squadron  consisted  of: 


Shipt.  Guns.  Commanden. 

(  Sir  Peter  Parker. 

2"^*°* ^^iCapt.JohnMorri«.,       ^ 

Eiiperiment    50  ......  A iex«  Scott. 

Active    '28 Will.  Williami. 

Solebay 28 Thos.  Symonda. 

Actaeon  ....•.^...  ..   28 Christ.  Atkins. 

Syren..............  28  ......  Tobius  Fucneaux*. 

Sphynx 20  ......  Anthony  Bunt. 

Ranger,  A.  S 22  .......  Charles  Hope. 

Friendship,  A.  S,  ....    12  ......  Rog^r  Willis. 

Thunder,  bomb     ....     8 James  Reed. 

Carcass,  do 8 T.  Dring, 
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On  the  5th  they  sounded  the  bar,  and  laid  down 
buoys  preparatory  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  On 
the  7  th  all  the  frigates  and  most  of  the  transports  got 
over  the  bar  into  Five  Fathom  Hole.  On  th§  9lh  Gene- 
ral Clinton  landed  on  Long  Island,  with  about  four  cr 
five  hundred  men.  On  the  lOlh  the  Biistol  got  over 
Ihe  bar  with  some  difficulty.  On  the  1.5th  Sir  Peter 
Parker  gave  the  captains  of  Ihe  squadron  hfs  arrange- 
ment for  the  attack  of  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island, 
and  the  next  day  acquainted  General  Clinton  that  the 
ships  were  ready.  The  general  fiAfd  on  the  23d  lor 
their  joint  attack,  but  the  wind  proving  unfavorable, 
prevented  its  taking  effect.  On  the  25th  the  Experi- 
ment arrived,  and  next  day  came  over  the  bar,  when  a 
new  arrangement  was  made  for  the  attack.  On  the 
28th,  at  half  an  hour  past  nine  in  the  morning,  ihe  com« 
modore  informed  General  Clinton,  by  signal,  that  he 
should  go  on  the  attack.  At  half  an  hour  after  ten  the  com- 
modore made  the  signal  to  weigh,  and  about  a  quarter 
after  eleven  the  Bristol,  Experiment,  Active,  ami  Sole- 
bay,  brought  up  against  the  fort.  The  Thunder  bomb 
covered  by  the  Friendship  armed  vessel,  brought  the 
salient  angle  of  the  east  bastion,  to  bear  N.  W.  by 
N.  and  Colonel  James,  who  ever  since  their  arrival  was 
very  anxious  to  give  the  best  assistance,  threw  several 
shells  a  little  before  and  during  the  engagement,  in  a 
very  good  direction.  TheSphnx,  Aclaeon,  and  Syren, 
were  to  have  been  to  the  westward,  to  prevent  fire-ships 
or  other  vessels  from  annoying  the  ships  eii^ag*^d  to  infi- 
Jade  the  works,  and,  if  the  rebeh  should  be  driven  Iroin 
then),  to  cut  oft'their  retreat  if  possible.  This  last  ser* 
vice  was  not  pertbrmed,  owing  loth;  ignorance  of  the 
pilots,  who  ran  the  three  fri^aier  aground.  The  Sphsnx 
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Syren  got  oft'  in  a  few  hours*  but  the  Actacon  remained 
fast  till  the  next  morqing,  when  the  captain  and  ollicers 
thought  proper  to  scuttle  and  set  her  on  fire.  The 
c<»mmodore  ordered  a  court-martt:.!  on  the  captain, 
officers^  and  company,  who  were  all  honorably  acquit- 
ted. Captain  Hope  made  his  armed  ship  (the  Friend- 
ship) as  useful  as  he  could  on  this  occasion.  During 
the  i'lme  of  their  being  abreast  off*  the  fort,  %yhieli  was 
near  ten  hours,  a  brisk  fire  was  kept  up  by  ^be  ships 
•vvith  intervaTs ;  and  they  had  the  satisfaction  after  being 
engaged  two  hours,  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  slacken 
their  fire  very  much.  Thev  drove  large  parties  several 
times  out  of  the  fort  which  were  replaced  by  others 
from  the  mam. 

The  springs  of  the  Brislors  cable  being  cut  by  th« 
shot,  she  lay  tor  some  lime  exposed  to  a  dreadful  raking 
fire.  Captain  Morris,  her  commander,  was  severely 
wounded  in  several  places,  noUvithstanding  which  he 
refused  to  quit  his  station,  until  an  unlucky  shot  took 
off  his  arm,  when  he  was  obliged  to  be  carried  off  the 
deck,  in  a  condition  which  gave  little  hopes  of  u  reco- 
very. It  is  said  of  this  brave  man,  that  from  a  j>rodigious 
effusion  of  blood,  bis  dissolution  appeared  i»>evitabie; 
one  of  the  oPieers  asked  him  if^<fr  had  any  direction!; 
1o  giv«  wiih  respect  to  his  family  :  to  which  he  nobly 
answer2d,  **None;  as  he  left  them  to  the  providence 
of  God,  and  the  generosity  of  his  country."  His  Ma- 
jesty was  graciously  pleased  to  settle  a  pension  upoa^ 
bis  w'.dow  and  children. 

The  firmness  with  which  the  enemy  stood  to  their 
gutts,  added  to  their  cool  and  deliberate  fire,  'made 
great  bavock  ©aboard  the  ships.  The  Bristol's  quarter- 
deck was  once  entirely  cleared,  excepting  the  commo- 
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dore,  who  displayed  the  most  intrepid  courage  and  reso* 
Iti'ion.  Unfortunately,  the  army  under  General  Clinton 
all  this  time  remained  inactive,  nut  having  been  able  to 
cross  that  part  of  the  river  which  the  guides  had  repre- 
sented as  fordable.  Upon  the  approach  of  night,  Sir 
Peter  Parker  finding  all  hope  of  success  at  an  end,  called 
off  his  shattered  ships  before  the  tide  of  ebb  was  too 
far  spent,  and  retired  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's  shot. 
In  this  dreadful  cannonade,  which  continued  above  ten 
Irours,  the  Bristol  had  111  men  killed  and  ^wounded  ; 
the  Experiment  79  men  killed  and  wounded  ;  among 
the  latter  was  Captain  Scott,  who  lost  his  arm.  Soon 
after  Sgr  Peter  Parker  repassed  the  bar,  and  sailed  to 
New  York, 

In  June,  Vice-admiral  Lord  Shuldhara,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  General  Sir  William  Howe,  sailed  from  Hali- 
fax on  an  expedition  against  New  York.  On  the  3d 
of  July,  the  fleet  passed  the  bar  at  Sandy  Hook,  and 
anchored  off  Staten  Island,  which  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  troops  without  opposition.  In  the  mean  time 
(July)  Lord  Howe  arrived  at  Halifax  from  England ; 
and  finding  the  fleet  had  sailed,  he  instantly  proceeded 
to  New  York,  and  joined  Lord  Shuldhara. 

On  the  r4th  of  the  same  month,  the  1  hirteen  United 
Provinces  of  America,  declared  themselves  free  and  in- 
dependent states. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  reduction  of  New  Yoik, 
Commodore  Hotham  was  detached  with  a  squadron  to 
Gravesend  Bay,  Long  Island,  to  cover  a  descent  whicli 
was  to  be  made  with  a  body  of  13,000  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Generals  Howe,  Clinton,  and  Lord 
Cornwallis.  The  troops  were  embarked  on  board  of 
seventy-five  flat  boats,  two  galleys,  and  eleven  batteau<5. 
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Early  in  the  morning,  on  the  22d  of  August,  the  boats, 
&c.  began  to  row  towards  the  shore,  formed  into  nine 
divisions,  under  the  command  of  captains  Vandepuf^ 
Mason,  Curtis,  Caldwell,  Phipps,  Cauifield,  Appleby, 
Duncan,  and  Lieutenant  Reeve,  of  the  Eagle,  supported 
and  covered  by  the  Plioenix,  Greyhound,  and  Rose, 
with  the  Thunder  and  Carcass  bombs.  Before  noon  on 
the  same  day,  the  whole  were  landed  without  opposi- 
tion. On  the  25 ih,  some  ships  of  war  were  ordered, 
under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  to  approach  nearer  to  the  town 
of  New  York;  and  another  small  squadron,  under 
Commodore  Hotham,  was  sent  to  co-operate  with  ll»e 
array,  and  to  cover  the  general  attack.  On  the  15lh 
of  September,  the  Americans  were  driven  out  of  New 
York  ;  and  they  were  soon  after  obliged  to  evacuate 
the  island.  General  Washington  retreated  with  great 
skill  and  address  into  the  Jerseys,  where  he  was  pur- 
sued  by  the  British  troops,  who,  before  the  end  of  No- 
vember, were  in  possession  of  almost  the  whole  ok' 
those  provinces. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  Captain  Hyde  Parker,  in  the 
Phoeni^c,  with  the  Roebuck  and  Tartar,  was  sent  up 
North  River,  to  co-operate  with  a  detachment  of  the 
prmy,  tj  intercept  any  su,)plies  whicii  might  be  sent  to 
the  Americans  by  that  channel.  The  ships  sustained  a 
heavy  cannonade  on  passing  the  enemy's  batteries ;  a 
lieutenant  and  nine  men  were  killed  on  board  the  Roe- 
buck, and  eighteen  wounded. 

In  December,  Commodore  Sir  Peter  Parker,  ar>d 
General  Clinton,  were  sent  with  a  squadron  of  ships 
of  war,  and  a  body  of  land  f<K*;es,  to  reduce  Rhode 
Island.  The  former  directed  Commodore  Hotham  to 
proceed  with  His  Majesty's  frigates  the  Brune,  Mercury, 

22 


256 


THE   BRITISH  TRIDENT; 


and  King's  Fisher,  and  also  the  transports  with  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Geneia!  Clin- 
ton, (the  Grand  Duke  of  Russia  excepted,  which  was 
ji!(%ed  to  be  too  laroe)  by  the  way  of  the  sound  ;  Com- 
modore Sir  Peter  Parker  pioceedeil  lumseif  with  the 
great  ships,  some  frigates  and  the  transports,  by  Sandy 
Hook  to  the  southward  of  Lonji  Island.  He  sailed  on 
the  1st  of  December,  and  on  the  3th  joined  Commodore 
Hotham  in  the  Sound  in  Black  Point  Bay,  a  place  he 
had  judiciously  chosen  for  the  protection  of  the  trans- 
ports against  the  violence  of  a  strong  N.  W.  wind, 
w  hieh  blew  the  night  before.  On  the  6th  he  turned 
down  with  the  fleet  to  be  as  near  as  possible  to  the  place 
of  their  destination.  At  four  the  next  morning,  the 
wind  sprung  up  at  \V.  S.  W.  and  by  three  o'clock  w. 
the  afternoon  the  whole  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  oft 
Weaver's  cove,  Rhode  I.-land.  The  following  mo;  iiing 
Captain  Caulfield  (who  had  the  direction  of  the  tlat 
boats)  landed  all  the  Iroo^M?  without  oppo»ition.  Cap*. 
Wallis,  of  the  Experiment,  led  the  fleet  in  by  the  vert 
of  Narrigansel  passage.  An  siriangement  was  made 
lor  covering  the  transports,  but  they  only  passed  by 
work;*  without  guns  and  intercepted  a  brig  of  160  tons, 
(which  the  Experiment  took)  laden  with  hogshead, 
staves  and  bees  wax.  On  the  approach  of  the  fleet, 
the  Americans  abandoned  their  strong  posis,  and  the 
island  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  general,  vsithout 
the  loss  of  a  man.  Sir  Peter  Parker  in  the  mean  time 
blocked  up  their  principal  naval  f  >rce  in  the  harbour  of 
Providence. 

On  the  nth  of  October,  the  squadron  under  the 
command  of  Ca  )tain  Pringle,  on  Lake  Champlain, 
#.lt£,ckti  that  o^  the  Americans,  wiiich  was  drawn  up 
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tn  an  advantageous  position,  to  defend  the  passpge  be- 
tween the  island  of  Valicour  anJ  the  main  j  the  enemy 
being  to  windward,  the  larger  ves:>els  could  not  bu 
worked  up  to  support  the  Carleton  scliooner  and  gun- 
boats, which  maintained  a  warm  action  for  several 
hours,  in  which  the  enemy  had  their  largest  schooner 
burnt,  and  a  gondola  sunk.  At  night,  Captain  Pringle 
called  off  the  vessels  engaged,  and  anchored  his  fleet  in 
a  line,  to  be  ready  for  the  attack  the  next  morning ;  but 
General  Arnold,  who  commanded  the  American  squa- 
dron, being  sensible  of  the  inferiority  of  his  force, 
availed  himself  of  the  da-kness  of  the  night,  and  with- 
drew towards  Crown  Point.  At  da y^ break  none  of 
the  enemy's  vessels  were  to  be  seen  :  Captain  Pringle 
instantly  went  in  pursuit,  and  on  the  1 3th,  at  noon,  came 
up  with  ihem  a  lew  leagues  short  of  Crown  Point. 
Another  action  ensued,  and  continued  with  great  obsti*- 
nacy  for  two  hours,  when  the  enemy  disper«ed,  and  fled 
in  evGlry  direction  ;  the  Washington  galley,  with  Gene*^ 
ral  Waterburn  on  board,  was  taken;  General  Arnold, 
in  the  Congress  galley,  and  Yive  others,  ran  ashore,  and 
were  burnt  by  their  own  crews,  who  escaped  into  the 
woods.  Four  or  five  others  effected  their  escape  to 
Ticonderoga. 

Tlic  Repulse  of  32  guns,.  Captain  Henry  Oayis,  be- 
ing on  a  cruize  off  the  Island  of  Bermudas,  foundered 
in  a  violent  storm ;  Uie  whole  of  her  crew  perished. 

On  the  1 1  til  of  July,  Captain  Cook  sailed  from  Piy- 
mouth  Sound  in  the  Resolution,  accompanied  by  the 
Discovery,  Captain  Charles  Claike.  Qmai^  ^  native 
of  Otaheite,  who  had  been  brought  to  England  by 
Captain  Furneaux,  was  sent  on  board  the  Resolution 
to  return  lo  his  native  island.    The  object  of  this  vo}- 
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age  was  to  endeavour  to  discover  a  passage  belwern 
!lie  continent  of  Asia  and  America.  '  Captain  Conk 
•first  proceeded  to  the  Cape  of  Good  H()j)e,  and  I'roin 
thence  to  New  Holland.  On  his  passage  he  discovered 
two  islands,  situated  between  Ihe  46tl)  and  47th  de- 
grees of  south  latitude ;  and  the  37th  and  38th  of  east 
longitude,  to  these  he  gave  the  name  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward's Islands ;  they  are  barren  and  covered  with  snow. 
Leaving  New  Holland,  Captain  Cook  sailed  for  New 
Zealand,  the  Friendly  and  Society  Islands ;  he  remained 
cruizing  and  exploring  among  these  islands  for  some 
time,  and  then  steered  to  the  northward.  On  the  'J4-th 
of  December,  1777,  a  small  island  was  discovered,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Christmas  Island.  It  is  situ- 
ated in  the  latitude  of  1  deg.  ^9  min.  north,  and  longitude 
202  dTg.  bO  min.  east ;  is  very  low,  and  the  soil  chiefly 
sand;  some  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  several  small  plants 
^d  shrabs  were  growing  upon  i!  Turtle  were  in  great 
abundance  :  and  many  other  kinds  of  fish  w^ere  caught. 
No  fresh  water  could  be  found.  The  island  is  between 
fifteen  to  twenty  leagues  in  circumference.  On  the  2d 
©f  January,  l'^78.  Captain  Cook  sailed  from  thence, 
leaving  a  botile  on  shore  with  a  parchment  in  it,  in 
which  he  wrote  the  following  inscription,  vi»» 

Ce<,rgius,  Tertius  Rex,  Deccmbri^X,   1777. 

.^r  'i  Resolution,  Tames  Cook  Pf» 

rm f^?s  ^^  'J  /->,         T 

1  D-?covery,  Charles  Clark  rr. 

Continuing  Kis  course  *o  the  north,  on  the  18th  of  the 
same  moi-th,  a  cluster  of  islands  was  discovered,  to 
which  he  gp've  the  name  of  the  Sandwich  Islands ;  they 
I ;e  between  Uie  latitude  of  21  deg.  30  min.  -end  22  deg. 
15  rnin.  north,  longitude  199  deg,  20  min .# and  201  deg. 


OR,  REGISTER    OF    NAVAL     ACTIOfTS. 


259 


30  min.  easti  almost  midway  bclween  the  coast  of 
Calibinia  anJ  the  Ladrone  Islands.  Captain  Cook  ob- 
serves, that  these  i.sland^  may  prove  extremely  useiul  to 
to  the  Spaniards  for  their  Manilia  ships  to  stop  and  get 
refreshments,  as  they  are  obliged  to  make  the  coast  of 
Cahlornia.  He  remained  among  these  islands  until  the 
2d  of  February,  when  the  Resolution  being  driven 
from  her  anchorage,  he  pursued  his  voyage  to  the  north. 
Oo  the  6th  of  March,  the  ships  being  in  the  latitude  of 
41'deg.  33  min.  north,  and  longitude  233  de;g.  20  min. 
east,  the  coast  of  America  was  seen  extending  from 
N.  E.  to  S.  E.  On  the  3 1st  an  inlet  was  discovered,  in 
which  they  anchored,  its  latitude  is  49  deg.  33  min. 
north,  and  longitude  233  deg.  12  min.  east.  Captain 
Cook  gave  it  the  name  of  King  George's  Sound ;  it  is 
called  by  the  natives  Nootka ;  he  speaks  of  them  as  an 
indolent,  inoffensive  race,  who  chiefly  live  by  fishing. 
On  ids  departure  he  continued  to  sail  along  the  N.  W. 
coast  of  America,  touching  at  Prince  William's  Sound, 
and  the  island  Onalaska,  until  he  discovered  fieering^s 
Straits,  which  separate  it  from  th6  continent  of  Asia. 
On  the  20lh  of  Augast,  )778,  the  ships  had  succeeded 
so  far  as  to  reach  the  latitude  Of  70  deg.  54-  min.  north; 
they  were  then  obstructed  in  any  farther  progress  by  an 
impenetrable  continent  of  ice.  Captain  Cook,  how- 
ever, j>ersevered  in  his  endeavours  to  force  his  way 
through  until  the  25;  but  finding  it  was  utterly  imprac' 
ticable,  he  relinquished  the  attempt,  and  steered  to  the 
southward,  with  the  intention  of  passing  the  winter  at 
the  Sandwich  islands.  On  the  26th  of  November,  after 
having  experienced  some  very  letupestuous  weather,  be 
got  sight  ol  the  above  islands.  He  continued  to  ex- 
plore theixi  untd  tlie  17th  of  January,  1779,  when  a 
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convenient  bay  was  found  in  the  island  of  O'V/hyee, 
where  the  ships  might  lye  secure  and  re6t ;  in  order  (o 
prosecute  their  voyage  again  to  the  north  whenever  the 
season  should  permit.  A  friendly  intercourse  subsisted 
between  the  natives  and  the  crews  of  the  ships,  until 
the  13th  of  February,  when  a  boat  belonging  to  the 
Discovery  being  s'olen  by  the  natives.  Captain  Cook 
gave  directions  that  no  canoe  should  be  permitted  to  go 
out  of  the  bay,  until  it  was  restored ;  for  which  purpose 
he  went  on  shore  the  next  day  to  negociate  with  the 
chiefs.  At  this  time  a  canoe  attempted  to  escape  out 
of  the  bay,  and  being  fired  at  from  the  guard  boats,. 
unfortunately  a  chief  was  killed.  The  news  soon 
reached  the  shore,  when  a  most  horrible  scene  presented 
itself:  the  natives  flew  to  their  arms,  and  in  great  num- 
bers assailed  with  stones,  clubs,  and  other  weapons. 
Captain  Cook  and  the  party  of  marines  witli  him.  The 
officers  in  the  boats  seeing  the  imminent  danger  lieir 
companions  were  in,  fired  among  the  natives,  by  which 
some  were  killed  and  wounded;  Captain  Cook,  to 
spare  the  effusion  of  blood,  turned  about  to  give  direc- 
tions for  the  boats  to  desist  firing,  when  the  islanders 
rushed  forward  and  stabbed  him  in  the  back ;  he  fell 
with  his  face  into  the  water.  Upon  seeing  him  fall 
the  natives  set  up  a  general  shout,  and  dragged  his  body 
on  shore,  where  they  completed  their  savage  and  inhu- 
man work,  each  shewing  a  brutal  eagerness  to^hare  in 
his  destruction.  Four  marines  fell  also  a  sacrifice  to 
these  barbarians'  fury.  Lieutenant  Philips  of  the  ma- 
rines, and  three  privates  swam  off  to  the  boats  danger- 
ously wounded.  The  bodies  of  the  siain  were  carried 
into  the  woods ;  where  they  were  cut  up  and  mangled 
in  a  most  shocking  manner.    At  the  expiration  of  some 
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iln)S  pari  of  (he  mulilattd  body  and  many  of  lliebones 
of  our  muclt-lamenied  couiitrvmaii,  Capt.  Cook,  were 
delivered  up  lo  Captain  Clarke,  who  bad  ihem  com- 
mllled  lo  the  deep  wilh  the  usual  military  honours. 

The  command  now  devolved  on  Caplain  Clarke,  who 
reraoved  on  board  the  Resolution,  ami  appointed  Lieut. 
Gore  to  the  command  of  the  Discovery. 

On  the  2()ih  of  February  the  ships  sailed  fronfi 
O'VVhyec,  continuing  to  cruize  amongst  and  occasionally 
(0  visit  (he  Sandwich  islands  unltl  die  \5ih  of  March  ; 
when  they  took  (iieir  final  departure,  and  shaped  their 
coarse  to  the  N.tV.  On  the  2'3d  of  April  the  moun- 
tains of  Kamtschalka  were  Accn,  but  strong  N.  £.  winds, 
attended  with  frequent  fogs,  snow,  ^nd  sleet,  prevented 
the  shipA  from  getting  into  Awatska  bay  before  the  28tb. 
The  intense  frost  and  high  winds  greatly  impeded  the 
refitting  of  the  ships,  especially  in  stopping  a  bad  leak, 
which  the  Uesolution  had  sprung.  As  the  season  ad- 
vanced, the  weather  became  more  mild,  so  that  they 
were  in  readiness  for  sea  by  the  beginning  of  Juni,^.  Du- 
ring (heir  slay  at  this  place,  the  Ru*sians  rendered  them 
every  assistance  in  their  power,  and  treated  them  with 
the  greatest  friendsliip  and  hospitality.  On  the  12th  of 
Jun  !  Captain  Clarke  weighed  anchor  from  Awatska 
bay,  and  pursued  his  course  to  the  N.  E.  along  the  coast 
of  Kamtschalka.  On  the  6lh  of  July  the  ships  again 
entered  Beering*s  Straits,  and  proceeded  as  far  to  the 
north  as  the  latitude  of  70^  33'.  Here  the  quantities  of 
drift  and  solid  ice,  by  which  they  were  frequently  sur- 
rounded, and  often  in  imminent  danger  of  being  crushed 
to  pieces,  put  a  slop  to  their  farll>er  advancement.  Capt. 
Clarke,  however,  was  resolred  still  to  persevere  in  his 
endeavours  to  prosecute  the  object  of  his  voyage,  and 


0 


262 


THE    BRITISH    TRIDENV; 


for  some  time  struggled  against  insurmountable  difficiil 
lies;  at  length  being  convinced  that  no  practicable  pas- 
sage existed  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans  to 
the  north,  he  relinquished  all  further  pursuit,  and  on  the 
25lh  of  July  bore  away  to  the  southward,  and  steered 
for  Awalska  bay,  in  order  to  refit  and  repair  the  damages 
which  the  sljips  had  received  from  the  ice.  On  the  22d 
of  August  Captain  Charles  Clarke,  who  had  been  for  a 
considerable  lime  in  a  deep  decHne,  expired  in  the  38th 
year  of  his  age.  The  next  day  the  ships  anchored  m 
Awatska  bay.  Captain  Gore,  on  whom  the  command 
devolved,  went  on  board  the  Resolution,  and  appointed 
Lieutenant  King  (o  the  command  of  the  Discovery. 
T^ey  continued  at  this  place  until  the  9th  of  October; 
when  it  was  the  opinion  of  captains  Gore  and  King, 
with  the  rest  of  the  principal  officers  on  board,  thai  (he 
sh»ps  were  in  no  condition  to  undertake  any  more  at- 
tempts to  the  northward;  it  was  thereford  resolved  to 
execute  tlie  further  instructions  of  the  admiralty,  which 
were  to  explore  the  Japanese  i!>lands,  and  to  return 
home  by  the  coast  of  China,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Nothing  very  material  occurred  during  the  latter  part  of 
this  voyage. 

On  the  4lh  of  October,  1750,  the  Resolution  and  D'  • 
covery  arrived  safa  at  the  Nore,^atter  an  absence  of  four 
years,  two  months,  and  twenty-two  days.  In  the  course 
of  this  long  voyage  the  Resolution  had  lost  only  5  men 
who  died  by  sickness,  three  of  whom  were  in  a  preca- 
rious slate  of  health  at  their  depart!  re  from  England. 
The  Discovery  was  still  more  fortunate,  not  having  lost  a 
man  by  sicknesr. 

On  the  t8lh  of  May,  1777,  the  Beaver  sloop  of  war, 
of  1 4-  guna,  and  125  men,  commanded  by  Capt.  Joiie^, 
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being  on  a  cruize  off  St.  Lucia,  fell  in  willi,  and  after  a 
smart  action  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  captured  the 
Oliver  Cromwell,  American  privateer,  of '24  guns,  10 
swivels,  and  lOcohorns,  and  150  men,  commanded  by 
Captain  Harman  ;  20  of  whom  were  killed  and  as  many 
•'  'landed.  The  Beaver  had  three  men  wounded.  She 
was  taken  into  the  service  and  named  the  Beaver's  prize. 
In  the  month  of  Jaly  the  Fox  frigate,  of  28  guns. 
Captain  Patrick  Fotheringham,  was  taken  on  the  banks 
of  Newfolindland  by  the  Hancock  and  Boston  American 
frigates,  of  32  guns  each,  commanded  by  Captains 
Manleyand  M'Neil.  On  the  18th  of  August  these  fri- 
gates, with  their  prize,  off  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  were 
chaced  by  the  Rainbow,  of  40  guni,  Captain  SirGeorge 
Collier ;  upon  which  they  separated  and  steered  differ- 
cnl  courses.  After  a  pursuit  of  39  hours,  and  firing  a 
few  guns,  the  Hancock  struck  to  the  Rainbow.  During 
the  chase,  the  Flora  of  32  guns.  Captain  Brisbane,  came 
in  sight,  and  retook  the  Fox.  The  Boston  made  her 
escape. 


REDUCTION  OF  rillLADELPIlIA. 

On  the  23d  of  July  Lord  Howe  sailed  from  Sandy 
Hook  with  a  fleet  of  267  sail,  on  board  of  which  was 
embarked  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  destined  for  the 
reduction  of  Philadelphia.  They  were  o  much  im- 
peded on  their  passage  by  calms  and  contrary  winds, 
that  it  was  the  14th  of  August  before  they  reached  the 
Chesapeak. 

The  debarkation  of  the  army  took  place  on  the  25th, 
in  the  fiver  Elke.  The  provisions,  military  stores,  and 
baggage  required,  having  been  landed  under  the  direc- 
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lion  ofCaj  l.JDuncan,  by  the  7lh  of  September  the  army 
anvance<l  towarcl.s  the  enemy  assembled  near  Wihnin^. 
ton,  on  the  side  of  the  Delaware.  The  enemy,  conlidmg 
in  the  strength  of  their  situation,  and  wailinj;  ihe  ap- 
proacn  of  the  army,  were  charged  on  the  1  llh,  in  the 
evening,  with  so  much  spirit,  that  notwithstanding  the 
advantages  of  their  posts,  they  were  quickly  forced  on 
every  part,  and  retreated  in  great  confusion  towards  the 
town  of  Philadelphia.  Twelve  pieces  of  cannon  were 
taken,  and  the  victory  would  probably  have  been  com- 
pleated,  but  for  the  great  fatigue  of  the  king's  forces  in 
a  long  and  difficult  march  round  by  the  folks  of  the  Bran- 
dy wine,  to  arrive  in  the  destined  position  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  attack. 

Upon  intelligence  of  this  events  received  tlie  l3lh, 
preparation  was  made  for  taking  the  first  favorable  op- 
portunity to  move  tlie  fleet  round  to  a  proper  anchorage, 
for  preserving  a  free  communication  with  the  army,  in 
this  river.  The  progress  down  the  bay  was  consider- 
ably retarded  by  the  stale  of  the  weather,  and  the  intri- 
cacy of  the  navigation,  which  did  not  admit  of  con- 
tinuing under  sail  during  the  night;  wherefore,  though 
quitting  the  EIke  on  the  14>th,  the  fW'ct  could  not  put  to' 
9ca  from  the  capes  of  Virginia  until  the  23d.  Lord 
Howe  then  proceeded  forward  in  the  Eagle,  with  the 
Violante  and  Isis,  and  a  small  division  of  the  transports 
in  which  some  articles  of  provisions  and  military  stores^ 
Rkely  to  be  the  soonest  wanted  for  the  army,  had  been 
for  that  purpose  embarked,  and  left  the  body  of  the  fleet 
to  be  conducted  by  Capt.  Griffith,  with  the  rest  of  the 
ships  of  war.  Having  >had  very  tempestuous  weather 
of  some  duration,  to  the  northward,  in  the  passage  down 
Chesapeak   bay,  the  prospect  was  favorable   for  the 


»R.    REGISTER    OT    NAVAL  ACTIONS.  26| 


speedy  arrival  of  ihe  fleet  in  the  Delaware.     But  when 
(he  two  divisions  (liltle  separated)  were  advanced  within 
a  lew  leagues  of  the  entrance  of  (he  river,  Ihe  wind 
changed  in  a  suddei  squall  from  the  southward,  on  the 
evening  of  the  25th,  and  having  continued  between  the 
north-wesl  and  the  north-east  with  a  degree  of  force 
much  too  great  for  the   transports  to  make  any  waj 
against  it.  Lord  Howe  was  unable  to  get  into  the  river 
till  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  October,  being  then  fol- 
lowed by  the   first  convoy,   which  he  had  left  in  the 
care  of  Captain  Cornwallis.    The  larger  convoy  with 
Capt.  Griffith,  though  much  dispersed,  arrived  between 
the  6'th  and  8th  of  the  month,  with  no  other  material  ac- 
cident excepting  the  loss  of  the  transport  named  the  Fa- 
ther*sGoodwill,  which  having  sprung  a  leak,  when  no  as- 
sistance could  be  given  durinj;  (lie  bad  weather,  sunk  at 
sea,  but  the  crew  were  save  J.      The  ships  of  war  and 
transports  were  anchored  in  the  most  convenient  situa- 
tion on  the  western  shore,from  Newcastle  down  towards 
Rudy  Island. 

On  his  arrival  Lord  Howe  learned,  that  after  the  se*- 
vere  baUle  at  Brandy  wine.  Gen.  Washington  retreated 
to  Philadelphia ;  but  finding  that  he  could  not  maintain 
bis  position  there,  without  the  hazard  of  a  general  ac« 
tion,  abandoned  that  capital  to  its  fate,  and  continued 
his  retreat  several  miles  higher  up^he/iver :  accordingly 
the  British  troops  took  possession  of  Philadelphia  (Sept 
86.)  A  few  day:*  after  the  Delaware,  an  American  fri- 
gate, of  32  guns,  assisted  by  some  other  armed  vessels 
attempted  to  obstruct  the  troops  who  were  employed  to 
throw  up  batteries  next  the  sea,  upon  the  falling  of  the 
tide  the  frigate  got  aground,  and  was  taken;  the  rest 
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cut  Iheir  cables  and  pushed  up  llie  river.  Capt.  Antlrctv 
Snapc  Hammond  appointed  Mr.  Walt,  his  first-lieute- 
nant, lo  command  Ihe  Delaware,  who  pursued  and  de- 
stroyed the  whole  of  Ihem,  amounting  to  17  sail :  for 
Ihe  active  services  Mr.  Walt  performed  Lord  Howe 
confirmed  the  appointment. 

Capt.  Hammond  (who  j^elumed  in  the  Roebuck)  had 
moved  up  the  river  with  the  Pearl,  Camilla,  and  Liver- 
pool, as  the  army  advanced.  When  Lord  Howe  came 
to  this  station  he  was  lying  with  those  frigates  off  Bilhng- 
port,  where  (he  enemy  had  nearly  compleated  a  very 
extensive  work  for  defending  the  approach  to  the  first 
double  line  of  sunk  (fames,  or  chevaux-de-frizc,  which 
crossed  the  navigable  channel  in  that  part  ol  the  river. 
Capt.  Hammond,  to  whom  the  arduous  undertaking  had 
been  entrusted  of  removing  these  obstructions^  afler 
much  perseverance  and  great  exertions,  succeeded  in 
weighing  up  a  sulficicnl  number  of  them  to  secure  a  safe 
passage  for  the  ships,  notwithstanding  he  was  fiequeiUly 
annoyed  by  the  enemy's  floating  batteries. 

The  remaining  obstructions  to  an  uninterrupted  com- 
munication with  the  town  of  Philadelphia,  consisted  of 
an  enclosed  work,  erected  on  a  fiat  muddy  island,  named 
Fort  Island,  a  little  distance  below  the  entrance  of  Sc-huyl- 
kill,  strengthened  by  four  brock-houses ;  with  Iwo  float- 
ing batteries  of  nine  guns  each,  and  twelve  or  fourteen 
gallies,  mounting  heavy  cannon,  besides  many  other 
armed  craft,  or  »esser  force,  and  several  fire-ships.  Op- 
posite thereto,  on  the  eastern  shore, at  Red  Bank,  above 
Manto  Creek,  a  redoubt  was  constructed,  under  which 
their  moveable  water-force  could  find  protection  occa- 
sionally. In  the  front  of  these  defences,  to  the  extent 
•f  half  a  mile,  or  mure,  below  the  island,  (being  the  part 
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of  the  channel  where  the  navigation  was  confracled  in 
the  width  to  about  100  fathoms)  several  rowsof  llie  che- 
vaux-de-frize  were  sunk,  so  as  to  render  the  nearer  ap- 
proacli  of  the  ships  impracticable  ;  and  no  attempt  could 
be  made  for  moving  the  sunk  frames,  or  otherwise  clear- 
ing the  channel,  till  the  command  of  the  shores,  on  each 
side  of  the  river,  could  be  obtained.  For  the-e  purpose* 
batteries  were  ordered  to  be  erecl«fd  on  the  wt-stern 
shore,  to'dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  island,  and  a  body 
of  troops  to  be  landed  for  forcing  the  redoubt  on  Red 
Bank, 

It  was  intended  that  the  Vigilant  should  pass  through 
a  shallow  and  very  confined  channel  between  Hog  Island 
(next  below  Fort  Island)  and  the  Pennsylvania  shore,  to 
arrive  and  act  upon  thu  rear  and  less  defensible  part  of 
the  work  :  and  llie  circumstances  of  the  navigation  not 
admitting  of  a  more  serious  attack,  a  diversion  was  pro- 
posed to  be  made  at  the  .same  time  by  the  advanced  fri- 
gates, together  with  the  Isisand  Augusta,  in  the  eastern 
or  main  channe'  of  the  river,  as  well  as  for  engaging  the 
attention  of  \hc  enemy  at  Fort  Island  and  the  redoubt, 
as  to  restrain  the  motions  of  the  gallies  and  other  armed 
craft  which  had  retired  under  the  works  at  Red  Bank, 
when  they  discovered  the  danger  they  would  be  exposed 
to  in  their  former  stations  near  Fort  Island,  from  our  bat- 
tcrici  on  l*..e  western  shores. 

The  wind  continuing  from  the  northward  several  suc- 
cessive days,  the  Vigilant  could  not  proceed  accordinj^ 
to  her  de-^tination  at  iho  time  intended.  The  Augusta, 
Roebuck,  Liverpool,  and  Pearl  were,  nevertheless  or- 
dered above  the  first  line  of  chevaux-de-frize  on  the  2'2d 
ofOclubefito  be  in  readiness  fur  sucL  service  as  they 
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should  be  able  (o  render,  when  the  redoubt  should  bo 
attacked;  a(id  Capt.  Reynolds  being  the  senior  officer, 
succeeded  (o  the  command  of  the  advanced  squadron. 
The  detachment  of  the  army,  consisting  of  Hessian 
troops,  under  Col.  Donop,  appointed  to  attack  the  re- 
doubt, crossed  the  Delaware  opposite  to  Philadelphia, 
(on  the  21  si)  in  a  division  of  flat-boats,  which  Captain 
Clayton  conducted  in  the  night  by  Fort  Island,  ateng  the 
western  shore,  for  that  purpose.  The  attack  of  the  re- 
doubt being  observed  to  take  p!are  the  evening  of  the 
22d,just  upon  the  close  of  day,  Capt.  Reynolds  imme- 
diately slipped  and  advanced  with  the  squadron  (to  which 
the  Merlin  had  been  joined)  as  fast  as  he  was  able  with 
the  flood,  la  second  the  attempt  of  the  troops,  which  were 
seen  to  be  very  warmly  engaged  ;  but  the  change  in  the 
natural  course  of  the  river,  caused  by  the  obstructions, 
appearing  to  have  altered  the  channel  the  Augusta  and 
Merlin  unfortunately  grounded  some  distance  below  the 
•econd  line  of  chevaux-de-frize ;  and  the  fresh  northerly 
wind  which  then  prevailed,  greatly  checking  the  rising 
of  the  tide,  they  could  not  be  got  afloat  on  the  subse- 
quent flood.  The  diversion  was  endeavoured  to  be  con- 
tinued by  the  frigates,  at  which  the  fire  from  the  enem)'« 
gallies  was  chiefly  pointed  for  some  time :  but  as  the 
night  advanced,  the  Hessian  detachment  having  been 
repulsed,  the  firing  ceased. 

The  enemy  discovering  the  slate  of  the  Augusta  anH 
l^lerlin  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  renewed  the  fire  from 
their  gallies,  works,  and  floating  batteries.  But  their 
moveable  force  approaching  little  nearer  than  a  random 
shot,  the  injury  was  inconsiderable  to  the  ships ;  and  by 
the  alerttiess  «ind  spirit  of  the  officers  ^nd  seamen  (of  the 
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transports  as  well  as  sliips  of  war)  attending  in  the  boat«» 
of  the  fleet  on  this  occasion,  four  fire-vcs><ei<,  directed 
against  the  Aiigu<?ta,  were  sent  without  effect. 

The  Isis  was  at  this  time  warping  through  between 
the  lower  chevaux-de-frize.  Empty  transports  had  been 
ordered  up  to  the  fleet,  and  other  preparations  made  for 
lightening  the  Augusta;  when,  by  some  accident,  no 
otherwise  connected  with  the  circumstances  of  lh#  ac- 
tion, but  aS  it  was  probably  caused  by  the  wads  from 
her  guns,  the  ship  took  Are  abaft,  and  it  spread  with  such 
rapidity,  that  all  endeavours  to  extinguish  it  were  used 
in  vain.  The  men  were  thereupon  taken  out,  but  seve- 
ral poor  fellows  perished  ;  the  only  officers,  were  Mr. 
Biidock,  second-lieutenant ;  the  chaplain,  and  gunner. 
In  this  state  of  aflfairs  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  with- 
draw the  frigates,  for  securing  them  from  the  eflfecls  ot' 
the  blast :  and  as  the  Merlin  could  not  be  protected  from 
the  same  danger,  orders  were  given  to  evacuate  and  de- 
stroy her.  The  other  ship  dropped  down  nearer  to 
Billingport.  The  Hessians  were  repulsed  at  Red  Bank 
with  considerable  slaughter. 

Commodore  Hotham  sailed  up  the  North  River,  Oct. 
6,  with  a  squadron  of  frigates,  to  co-operate  with  a 
body  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, in  hopes  of  joining  Albany,  and  forming  a  junc- 
tion with  the  army,  under  General  Burgoyne.  The 
forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  were  carried  by  storm. 
The  enemy  on  their  retreat  set  fire  to  two  new  frigates, 
and  several  other  vessels,  which  were  consumed,  with 
their  artillery  and  stores  ;  as  the  fleet  and  army  ap- 
proached, they  also  abandoned  an'i  burnt  fort  Constitu- 
tion and  Continental  village,  in  the  last  were  barrac-ki 
ior  loOO  men;  a  large  boom  or  chain  of  a  curious  con- 
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stuciion  was  cither  carried  away  or  sunk,  lis  value  wd* 
«s(imalecl  at  70,0(X)/.  sterling. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  James  Wallace,  wilh  a  flying 
squadron,  viz.  the  Experiment,  of  50  gun$,  Apollo, 
3'2  guns.  Captain  P.  Pownail,  Tartar,  28  guns.  Cap- 
tain Ommaney,  and  two  sloops  of  14  guns  each.  Cap- 
tains Jordan  and  Stanhope,  and  Gcncial  Vaughan  with 
a  body  of  light  troops,  pursued  and  completed  the  di^ 
truclioDof  the  enem)*s  force  in  the  north  river. 

In  Canada,  Gei^eral  Carlelon  compelled  the  Ameri- 
can army,  under  General  St.  Clare,  to  abandon  Ticon- 
deroga ;  leaving  beiiind  all  their  artillery,  stores,  and  a 
quantity  of  provisions.  A  part  of  them  moved  o^  by 
land  towards  New  England,  and  the  remainder  in  but- 
teaux,  with  their  armed  vessels,  up  to  Skenesborough. 
Three  Brilish  regiments,  with  the  Hesse  Hannau  regi- 
ment, and  some  gun  b^tteaux,  moved  up  the  river  in 
pursuit  of  them.  The  Royal  George,  Captain  Lut- 
widge,  and  Inflexible,  sailed  up  through  the  bridge  at 
Ticonderoga,  and  with  a  favorable  wind  got  up  wiihin 
half  a  mile  of  Skenesborough,  where  Captain  Lutwiclge 
found  ihe  gun  batteaux  engaged  yrilh  the  enemy's  ves- 
•ets.  The  ships  were  not  able  to  get  near  enough  to  be 
of  any  use,  except  from  their  appearance ;  and  soon 
after  'he  firing  from  the  enemy's  vessels  ceased.  The 
crews  of  two  of  these  vessels  were  obliged  to  quit  them, 
from  the  fire  of  the  gunboats'  people  who  acted  with 
great  spirit  on  the  occasion,  and  the  other  three  were 
burnt  and  blown  up.  General  Burgoyne,  who  was  on 
board  the  Royal  George,  went  round  and  landed  with 
a  part  of  the  army  in  South  Bay,  and  came  to  Skenes- 
borough in  the  evening.  A  great  quantity  of  arms, 
stores,  olfieers'  baggage,  f^c.    were  destroyed  in  U>c 
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enem)**  ballcaux,  which  were  burnt  wilh  the  vessels. 
The  following  were  the  vessels  dc8tro)ed  or  taken 
July,  6. 

Trumbull,  galley,  2  eighteen -pounders,  2  six-poun- 
ders, 6  four-pounders,  4>  two-pounders,  and  12  swivels 
—taken. 

Liberty,  schooner,  laden  with  powder — taken. 

Revenge,  sloop — burnt  and  blown  up. 

Gates,  gallty,  2  twelve-pounders,  2  six-pounderf, 
3  four- pounders,  4  Iwo-p'  inders,  and  8  swivels— 
burnt  and  blown  up. 

Enlerprize,  schooner,  and  provision- vessel — burnf; 

General  Rurgoyne  was  not  equally  fortunate.  After 
having  fought  two  bloody  engagements  and  penetrated 
as  far  as  Saratoga,  he  found  his  army  much  reduced  y 
at  the  same  time  it  was  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  a  su- 
perior force  of  the  enemy:  in  this  situation,  on  the  17tb 
of  October,  he  was  under  the  humiliating  necessity  of 
entering  into  a  convention  with  General  Gates. 

The  Camel,  of  20  gaes,  the  honourable  Captain 
William  Clement  Finch,  wilh  the  Druid  and  Weasel 
s'oops,  being,  Sept.  4,  in  the  latitude  of  40  degrees  20 
minutes n»rth,  and  lon^ude  30  degrees  17  minutes  west, 
wilh  the  North  American  trade  under  their  convoy,  dis- 
covered a  strange  sail  bearing  down  upon  them ;  at  five 
P.  M.  she  had  approached  to  within  pistol-shot  of  the 
Druid,  which  was  at  some  di-Ntance  to  v\indwardof  th« 
convoy ;  aad  hoisted  American  colors,  at  the  same  time 
hailed  and  desired  Captain  Carteret  to  strike  to  the  ho- 
nor of  the  Congress,  followed  immedialtly  by  pouring 
a  broadside  inio  ihe  Druid,  by  which  Captain  Carteret 
wrs  so  dangerously  wounded  that  he  was  obliged  to  be 
c?irted  o^thc  deck^  and  by  the  s^me  shot  the  master  was 
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killed.  LIciitenatil  John  Bouchicr,  on  whom  the  mm. 
man<i  devolved,  maintained  Iho  aclion  with  ;;rc*at  bn- 
very  until  half  past  six  o'clock,  wlien  the  enemy  liaulc**! 
to  windward  and  made  sail.  Lieutenant  Bourhier  u^i^^ 
every  etFort  to  pursue  her,  all  af  which  were  inefl'cc- 
tual  ;  the  Dniid  was  a  complete  wreck,  her  masls,  rin- 
ging, and  saiU  cut  to  pieces,  and  five  feet  wuter  in  h(  r 
hold.  The  Camel  and  Weasel  were  t<io  far  to  leewar  I 
to  render  any  assistance.  The  enemy's  ship  appeared 
to  be  a  frigate  mounted  with  38  or  40  guns.  Upoii 
Captain  Finch  joining  the  Druid,  he  found  she  was  in 
too  shtittered  a  condition  to  prc^ecule  the  voyage,  Im 
therefore  ordered  ^!r.  Bouchicr  to  proceed  with  her  to 
England;  on  his  arrivaliie  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
master  and  commander,  as  a  reward  for  his  braverv. 

The  Alert  cutter,  of  10  guns,  10  swivels,  and  sixty 
men,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  John  Bazeley,  at  half 
past  seven  in  the  morning  of  September  '22,  came  up 
ivith^  and  brought  to  action,  an  American  brig  priva- 
teer; the  engagement  continued  with  much  gallantry 
until  ten.  when  the  American  availing  himself  of  the 
disabled  state  of  the  cutter,  made  sail.  By  the  activity 
of  Lieutenant  Buzcty  she  was  soon  in  a  condition  li) 
pursue  the  enemy,  and  at  half  past  one  renewed  the  ac- 
tion ;  at  two  she  struck,  and  proved  to  be  the  Lexing- 
ton, of  16  guns,  12  swivels  and  81  men;  seven  of 
whom  were  killed,  and  eleven  v\ounded.  The  Alert 
had  two  men  killed,  and  three  wounded. 

Early  the  ensuing  year  France  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  America,  of  which  a  declaration  was  made  to  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain. 
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From    \77ii,  tu  the  gcactul  Peace   of  17 UJ. 


Vaval  Prrparations— Sncccwof  llie  British  Sqnadr«)r»—Tlic  Eiig* 
lisli  and  French  Floclii  in  sight  olcacli  oiher — An  l''iig.ii;i'ment— 
Hesuh  thereof— A(lniirnlKt'p|)er»  Trial — Sir  Hngli  PalliMT'silo. 
—Captain  IVarson's  Knj;Mgfiiipnt  with  the  Alliuncc— The  (^uf- 
btc  set  on  Fire— Do^1rnttion  of  tlic  whole  American  S(|usidron 
—Various  Knjj.igenieiits — Loss  of  Captain  dirtiih— Attack  of 
Fort  Onioa— -Sir  (icorge  Rodney's  Victory — Various  Transac- 
tions— Miraculous  Preservation  of  the  Amazon — Admiral  Par- 
ker's Kngagcnient  with  the  Dutch  Fleet— The  Flora  and  Cres- 
cent maintain  a  furious  Eugagcnient-— Action  oil'  the  Clicsapeak 
— >Negapatnain,  in  the  East  Indies  bcsicgcU*«-«CaplatnLutlreir« 
Victory— Prciiminaries  of  Pcttcc. 

On  Ihe  18th  of  March,  1778,  the  Frencli  klnp  Iwued 
an  edict  to  seise  all  British  ships  in  the  pons  of  France : 
and  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month  an  embargo  was  laid 
on  all  French  shipping  in  the  British  ports.  Both  coun* 
tries  were  busily  employed  in  the  equipment  of  power- 
ful fleets ;  and  every  proceeding  indicated  a  speedy 
rupture. 

On  the  13th  of  April  a  squadron  of  French  ships  of 
war,  under  the  command  of  the  Comte  D'£staing« 
sailed  from  Toulon,  destined  for  North  America.  AU 
though  the  sailing  of  this  squadron  was  made  ki  own  to 
the  minister  on  the  27th,  no  measures  were  taken  to  in- 
tercept it,  until  the  5lh  of  June,  when  Admiral  Byron 
sailed  from  Spilbead  in  quest  of  it,  with  a  squadron  con« 
iiiilingof; 
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Ship*.  Cunt,  Commanflcrf. 

^  .  «       ,  f  Honourable  J.  Byron, 

Princess  R oval 9«  «<  i^     .    r    di  • 

•^  I  Capt.  J.  Blair. 

_     .    „  .  S  Commodore  J,  Evans, 

Invincible 7  t  "i  r>     . 

C  Lapt.  —^-. 

Culloden 74     Geo,  Balfour. 

Cornwall 7  1.  ....  Tim.  Edwards. 

Royal  Ouk 71      T.  Burnet. 

Conqueror    74  ....  W.  GritTuh. 

Fame 7  1.  ....  Jos.  Barber. 

Sullan... 74  ....  Allan  Gardner. 

B.dford 74     Edm.  Affleck. 

Graftor     7  1.  ....  C    Colling  wood. 

Rp.isonabic    61.  ....  Tlios.  FilzherbeiL 

Monmouth    64  ....  Rob.  Fanshavv. 

Gaudaloupe     28  ....  li.  Robinson. 

On  the  Sd  of  July,  In  the  nij^ht,  llic  British  squadron 
vas  dispersed  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  north. 
The  I'rmces.N  Royal,  Invincible,  Cullnden,  and  Gauda- 
loupe, were  the  only  ships  IcA  wiih  the  ednoirai.  On 
the  6th,  the  Culloden  parted  company  ;  and  on  the  2 1st, 
the  Invincible  and  Gaudaloupe  ;  the  two  last  bore  away 
for  St.  John's  Newfoundland,  where  they  arrived  in  a 
moftt  crippled  condition.  On  the  5lh  of  August,  the 
Culloden  joined  the  admiral,  and  on  the  1  Uh  she  a^aiii 
parted  company.  Admiral  Byron  alone  pursued  hli 
course  for  New  York,  On  the  18lh,  twelve  sail  of 
large  ships  were  perceived  at  anchor  ch)se  in  shore, 
which  they  soon  discovered  to  be  |>art  of  D'E^taiuf^'i 
s()uadron.  The  admiral  finding  that  he  could  not  po*- 
sibly  get  into  Sandy  Hook,  without  passing  through  iho 
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•fiemy.  bore  away  fur  Halifax,  where  ho  arrived  on 
llie  '2(ith. 

Tlic  command  of  llic  channel  (loot  was  conferred  on 
Uic  honourahlo  Adniiral  Kcppel,  who,  on  the  I'ith  of 
June,  sail^'d  from  Si.  Helen's  on  u  cruize  in  the  Bay  of 
Ei>tay.  On  (lie  17lh,  bcin^  about  eight  leagues  to  the 
S.W.  of  the  Lizard,  the  admiral  chased  four  sail  wliich 
were  observed  reconnoilorin^  the  fleet.  In  the  evening 
tin-  Milford  tfi«;ate,  of  2S  guns,  Sir  W.  Burnaby,  bart. 
tame  up  willi,  and  brought  into  the  fleet  the  Licorno 
1  lunch  frigate,  of  :j2  guns  and  2'M)  men.  The  aihniral 
(iirjclcd  Lord  Longlbnl,  in  the  Ameiica,  oi'6\-  gun'*,  to 
sla;"  I))'  her  all  nigiil.  The  next  morning  he  observed 
she  u  a"«  making  preparations  to  gel  off;  and  remonstra- 
ted with  the  IVench  captain  on  the  impropiiety  of  such 
conduct:  this  being  of  no  avail,  he  then  ordered  a  shot 
to  be  fired  over  her ;  upon  wh'ch  the  Frenchman  dis- 
charged his  whole  broadside  into  the  America,  and  in- 
stu>-.t!y  struck  his  colors;  fortunately  only  four  men  were 
wcumded. 

Tlie  Arethusa  of  ."2  gun<J,  Captain  Samuel  Marshall, 
and  Alert  cutler,  10  guns.  Captain  John  Fairfax,  pur- 
sued die  oihtr  vessels  out  of  sig:ht  of  the  fleet.  At 
night  the  Arelhusa  came  up  with  La  Belle  Poule.  Cap- 
ijin  Marshall  informed  her  commander,  that  his  orders 
were  lo  conduct  him  to  the  British  admiral,  with  which 
Ihe  French  captain  peremptorily  refused  to  comply; 
Captain  Marshall  then  fired  a  shot  over  her,  which  was 
iiislantly  relumed  by  a  broadside  from  the  Belle  Poule. 
A  desperate  engagement  ensued,  and  continued  with 
great  obstinacy  for  two  hours ;  by  this  time  they  were 
close  in  with  the  French  coast;  the  Belle  Poule  stood 
into  a  small  bayj  from  whence  a  number  of  boats  came 
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out  and  (owed  her  into  a  place  of  safety.  The  AretTiu* 
sa's  mainmast  fell  over  the  side,  and  she  was  other* 
wise  so  disabled,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difli* 
cully  she  could  clear  the  land.  The  next  morning  the 
Valiant  of  74  guns ;  Captain,  Hon.  J.  Lev.  Gower ;  and 
Monarch  71-  gunw,  Captain  Joshua  Rowley,  joined  the 
Arelhu^a,  ;.nd  towed  her  back  to  the  fleet.  The  loss 
she  sustained  in  this  conflict  was  eight  men  killed,  and 
36  wounded.  By  the  French  accounts  the  Belle  Poule 
'lad  40  men  killed,  and  bl  wounded. 

The  Alert  cariie  up  with  a  French  schooner  of  it 
g'jns,  which  she  obliged  to  strike,  with  the  loss  of  five 
men  killed,  and  seven  wounded. 

On  the  18lh,  the  Foudroyant  of  60  guns,  Captain 
John  JeTvis ;  Courageaux,  74  guns.  Lord  Mulgravo; 
and  Robust,  Captain  Alex.  Hood,  brought  into  the 
fleet  the  Pallas  French  frigate  of  32  guns,  and  220  men. 
The  papers  which  were  found  on  board  of  the  French 
ships,  gave  Admiral  Keppel  an  accurate  account  of  th(fir 
force  at  Brest,  which  consisted  of  32  sail  of  the  line,  and 
ten  or  twelve  frigates  ready  for  sea.  This  information 
determined  the  admi:. !  to  retur"  to  Portsmouth  for  a  re- 
inforcement, and  on  the  27  ih  of  June  the  fleet  anchored 
Bl  Spithead. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  the  French  fleet  put  Ao  sea  from 
Brest,  under  the  command  of  the  Comte  D'Orvillicrs. 
The  Lively  of 20  guns,  Captain  Biggs,  having  been  left 
out  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  upon  a  fog  clear- 
ing up,  found  herself  in  the  midst  of  their  fleet,  and  was 
taken. 

The  fleet  under  Admiral  Keppel  having  been  aug« 
mented  to  thirty  sail  of  the  line,  sailed  from  Spithead  on 
the  9th  of  July.    On  the  23d,  the  hostile  fleets  came  i* 
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sight  of  each  other.  The  enemy,  who  had  the  advan* 
tage  of  the  wind,  shewed  no  inclination  for  battle* 
which  obliged  Ad  ral  Keppei  to  continue  chasing 
to  windward  until  the  27 ih,  when  a  favourable  shift  of 
wind  enabled  him  to  fetch  the  enemy.  Upon  which 
the  French  admiral  edged  down  in  s  close  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  opened  his  fire  on  the  headmost  ships.  The 
signal  was  instantly  made  to  engage,  and  a  furious  can* 
nonade  was  maintained  for  near  two  hours,  as  the  fleets 
passed  on  contrary  tacks.  Admiral  Keppei  then  ^'bre 
to  renew  the  engagement,  but  observing  that  the  For- 
midable and  some  other  ships  of  Sir  Hugh  Paliiser's  di- 
vision, which  had  been  principally  engaged,  were  in- 
ca|:)able  (from  the  damages  they  had  sustained)  of  obey- 
ing the  signal,  he  l)ore  down  to  join  them,  and  fd^rmed 
his  line  ot  battle  ahead.  The  night  was  employed  in 
preparing  to  renew  the  action.  At  day  light  the  ne^ 
morning,  the  body  of  the  enemy's  fleet  was  only  visible 
from  the  mast  head,  steering  with  all  sail  set  for  Brest. 
M.  D'Orvilliers,  to  deceive  Admiral  Keppei,  left  three 
of  his  fastest  sailing  ships,  with  orders  to  station  them- 
selves at  proper  distances,  and  to  carry  the  divisional 
lights  of  the  flag-officers.  It  was  in  vain  for  the  admiral 
to  think  of  a  pursuit  in  the  disabled  state  of  his  fleet ; 
he  therefore  resolved  to  return  to  England.  The 
loss  sustained  in  this  action  was  133  1  ilied,  and  365 
wounded.  The  enemy's  amounted  to  165  killed,  and 
529  ".vounded. 

On  the  18th  of  A?jgust,  the  French  fleet  ha^  refitted 
and  put  to  sea ;  it  continued  to  cruize  off  Cape  Finis- 
terre  until  the  18th  of  September,  and  then  returned  to 
Brest.     On  the  23d  of  August,  Admiral  Keppei  sailed 
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«nd  cruized  (o  the  westward,  without  meeting  the  ene- 
my* until  the  1 1th  of  September. 

The  Fox  of  28  guns,  the  Hon.  Captain  Windsor, 
having  been  left  out  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  fleet, 
was  taken,  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  (in  which 
Captain  Windsor  was  severely  wounded)  by  La  Junon 
French  frigate,  of  32  guns,  and  220  men. 

The  Helena  schooner,  of  12  guns,  Captain  Thomas 
Hicks,  employed  in  the  same  service,  was  also  captur- 
ed by  La  Sensible  French  frigate. 

On  the  20lh  of  October,  the  Jupiter,  of  50  guns. 
Captain  Francis  Re^fuolds,  and  the  Medea  of  28  guns. 
Captain  James  Montagu,  being  on  a  cruize  in  the  bay, 
fell  in  with  a'French  line  of  battle  ship.  At  five  P.  M. 
the  Jupiter  brought  her  to  close  action,  in  which  she 
was  joined  by  the  Medea,  who  soon  received  a  dan- 
gerous shot  })etween  wind  and  water,  which  compelled 
Captain  Montagu  to  bear  away  for  Lisbon.  Captain 
Keynolds  continued  the  engagement  with  great  bravery 
until  ei^htj  when  the  enemy  made  sail>  and  bore  away 
for  Ferrol ;  where  it  was  reported  she  arrived  with  the 
loss  of  her  captain,  and  200  men  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Jupiter  put  into  Lisbon  to  refit. 

Upon  Admiral  Keppel's  return  to  Portsmouth,  many 
violent  di'^putes  arose,  and  unpleasant  insinuations  were 
thrown  out,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Admiral  Keppel 
and  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  in  the  late  engagement  with  the 
French  fleet.  On  the  9th  of  December  it  terminated, 
by  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  exhibiting  four  charges  against  the 
commander  in.  chief.  The  lords  of  the  admiralty,  in 
consequence,  issued  an  order  to  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  admi- 
lal  of  the  white  squadroni  to  hold  a  court-martial  at 
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rort«(fnouth  on  the  7(h  of  January  ensaing,  for  the  trial 
of  Admiral  Keppel.  On  the  16th  ot  December,  a  bill 
was  passed,  on  a  motion  made  by  Admiral  Figot,  fbc 
the  above  court-martial  to  be  permitted  to  sit  on  shore. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  the  Duke  of  Bolton  pre- 
sented a  memorial  to  his  Majesty,  signed  by  the  twelve 
following  flag-officers,  wherein  they  represented  the 
impropriety  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliser's  conduct;  and  the 
injury  which  the  service  might  derive  from  such  pro- 
ceedings. 


Hawke 
John  Moore# 
Bolton, 

Samuel  Graves, 
Hugh  Pigot, 
Robert  Harland, 


Bristol, 
James  Young, 
Matthew  Barton, 
Francis  Geary, 
Shuldhara, 
Clarke  Gayton. 


On  the  25th  of  December,  Admiral  Lord  Shuldhan 
sailed  from  Spithead,  with  above  300  sail  of  merchant- 
men under  his  convoy,  which  he  was  to  conduct  in  safety 
to  a  certain  latitude,  and  return  home.  The  fleet  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  the  trade  bound  to  North  America,  the 
East  and  West-Indies.  Off  the  Berryhead,  the  Russel, 
of  J  4  guns,  ran  with  such  violence  on  board  of  the 
London  East-Indiaman,  that  she  sunk  in  less  than  an 
hour.  The  Romulus  saved  the  crew,  excepting  three 
or  four.  The  damage  the  Russel  received  was  so  great, 
that  she  was  ordered  to  Portsmouth  to  repair. 

We  shall  now  advert  to  the  foreign  aflfairs  of  thi** 
year.  .        . 
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The  squadron  on  the  Mediterranean  was  commanded 
by  Vice-admiral  Robert  Duff:  but  nothing  material 
occurred.  The  Zephyr  sloop  of  war,  commanded  by 
Captain  Thomas  West,  was  captured  by  a  French  fri« 
gate  and  carried  into  Toulon. 

With  respect  to  North  Amerlca,^  Lord  Howe  de- 
tached. May  4,  Captain  Henry  with  four  gallies,  and 
other  armed  vessels,  to  co*  operate  with  a  detachment 
of  light  in&ntry,  under  (he  command  of^  Major  Mait* 
land,  who  were  embarked  in  flat  boats,  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  some  American  ai.ned  ships,  and  otlier 
vessels  which  were  lying  in  the  Cbesapeak,  between 
Philadelphia  and  Trenton ;  this  service  they  executed 
with  great  activity  and  success.  The  following  were 
tihe  armed  vessels  with  Captain  Henry  :^- 


GaUiei. 

Hussar, 
Cornwallis, 
Ferret, 
Philadelphia! 


Schooners. 
Viper, 
Pembroke, 
Four  gun  boats,^ 
Eighteen  flat  boats. 


The  following  is  also  a  list  of  the  American  ships  and 
vessels  destroyed. 


Ship(«  Guns. 

Washington  (pierced) 32 

Effingham  (ditto) 28 

3  sloops,  each ..16 

3  ditto,  each    ...10 

9  large  merchant  ships. 
2li  brigs,  with  a  number  of  schooners  and  sloops* 
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On  (he  25ih  of  the  same  month.  Captain  Clayton, 
of  the  navy,  in  conjunction  with  Lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell,  also  destroyed  a  great  number  of  small 
American  armed  vessels  and  boats,  which  had  been 
collected  in  Ihe  vicinity  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  the  Comte  D'Estaing  anchored 
with  the  French  fleet  off  Shrewsbury  inlet,  about  four 
miles  from  Sandy  Hook,  where  Lord  Howe  had  moored 
his  small  squadron  m  the  best  order  for  defence,  should 
he  attempt  to  force  his  passage  over  the  bar.  Upon 
the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  one  thousand  volunteers 
from  the  transports,  immediately  offered  their  services 
to  man  the  fleet ;  such  was  the  ardour  among  these 
brave  fellows,  that  even  many  of  those,  who  it  was  ne- 
cessary should  remain  to  take  care  of  their  respective 
vessels,  Were  found  concealed  in  the  boats  which  were 
employed  to  convey  their  fortunate  companions  on  board 
of  the  men  of  war.  The  zeal  displayed  by  the  mas- 
ters and  mates  of  the  merchant  vessels  at  New  York, 
was  equally  meritorious;  they  earnestly  solicited  em- 
ployment, and  cheerfully  took  their  stations  at  the 
guns,  and  assisted  in  all  the  other  duties  of  a  common 
sailor.  Others  put  to  sea  in  light  vessels,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  and  performed  various  essential 
services.  One  in  particular,  (whose  name  was  Dun- 
can, and  who  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Ireutenanf, 
and  soon  after  to  that  of  master  and  commander,)  willi 
a  noble  disinterestedness,  offered  to  Convert  his  ^sscl 
which  was  the  whole  of  his  fortune,  into  a  fire-ship,  lo 
be  conducted  by  himself.  Tiic  public  spirit,  zeal,  and 
bravery,  was  not  less  conspicuous  among  the  troops, 
who  contended  the  point  of  honour  to  serve  as  marines 
on  board  the  Rani  i  it  was  at  length  decid^:d  by  lof, 
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which  fell  (o  the  share  of  the  light  infantry  and  grena*' 
diers.  The  British  fleet  lay  in  this  situatroi.  for  several 
days,  with  the  continual  mortification  of  seeing  vessels, 
who  (mistaking  the  enemy  for  the  British  fleet)  were 
captured,  without  a  possibility  of  affording  them  relief. 
On  the  22d,  the  French  fleet  weighed  and  stood  to 
9ca.  A  few  days  after  Lord  Howe  was  icinforced  by 
the  Cdrnwall)  Raisonable,  Centurion,  and  Renown. 
,  On  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  the  enemy's  fleet 
appeared  off  Rhode  Island.  A  squadron  of  their  fri- 
gates entered  the  Scaunnet  passage,  where  the  Kings^ 
fisher  sloop  of  war,  and  two  gallics,  were  at  anchor ; 
their  commanders  finding  they  could  not  escape,  set  fire 
to  their  vessels,  and  went  on  «hore  with  the  crews. 
On  the  8th  of  August,  the  Comte  D*Estaing,  with  a 
part  of  his  fleet,  stood  into  the  harbour  of  Newport, 
and  anchored  between  Goat  Island  and  Conanicuf. 
The  captains  of  His  Majesty's  ships,  which  were  lying 
in  the  harbour,  came  to  the  resolution  of  destroying 
their  ships,  to  avoid  their  being  captured  by  the  enemy. 
The  crews  were  landed  to  serve  the  artillery  at  the  bat- 
teries.    The  ship*  destroyed  were  the 

Guns.  Commanden.' 

Orpheus........ 32..  Capt.  Cha.  Hudson,  burnt. 

Lark........u...  32..  .,...   R.  Smith,....  ditto. 

Juno ........32..  ....   Hugh  Dalrymple,  ditto. 

Cerberus..-. ...32 John  Symonds,  ditto. 

Flora .--.-32 James  Brisbane,  sunk. 

Falcon..--,..-.  14—  Henry  Harwood,  ditto. 

On  the  91h  of  August,  Lord  Howe  made  his  apper**- 
ance  off  Rhode  Island,  and  the  day  following  D'E-^taing 
put  to  sea,  with  afresh  breeze  from  the  N.  E,  and  bore 
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down  on  the  British  fleet.  Lord  Howe  edged  away  to 
draw  the  enemy  off  the  land,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to 
gain  the  advantage  of  the  wind  ;  but  it  still  continued 
adverse.  On  the  12th,  he  was  resolved  to  risk  an  ac* 
tion,  notwithstanding  the  great  superiority  of  their 
force ;  for  this  purpose  he  drew  his  fleet  into  the  order 
of  battle,  and  shortened  sail.  In  order  to  conduct  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  fleet.  Lord  Howe  quitted  the  Eagle, 
(leaving  bis  flag  flying  on  board  that  ship)  and  went  on 
board  the  Apollo  frigate.  Scarcely  were  the  fleets  ar- 
ranged in  the  order  of  battle,  and  in  momentary  expec- 
tation of  commencing  a  desperate  action,  when  the 
wind  began  to  blow  with  great  violence,  which  soon 
increased  to  a  dreadfixl  storm,  in  which  both  fleets  were 
dispersed.  The  next  day  only  seven  of  Lord  Howe's 
fleet  were  with  him.  The  Apollo  having  lost  her  fore- 
mast, he  went  on  board  the  Phoenix,  and  steered  for 
New  York. 

On  the  evening  of  the  I3tb,  the  Renown,  of  50  gun9, , 
Captain  Dawson,  discovered  the  Languedoc,  of  80 
guns,  (the  French  admiral's  ship)  at  anchor,  and  totally 
dismasted.  Captain  Dawson  made  his  attack  with  great 
skill  and  bravery  ;  but  the  night  being  extremely  dark 
and  tempestuous,  he  ceased  firing,  and  continued  near 
her  with  a  view  of  renewing  the  action  the  next  morn» 
ing;  at  day-break,  to  his  great  mortilicati(n,  several  of 
the  French  ships  hove  in  sight,  and  bore  down  to  the 
relief  of  their  distressed  admiral.  On  the  same  even- 
ing. Commodore  Holham,  in  the  Preston,  of  50  guns, 
fell  in  with  the  Tonnant,  of  80  guns,  with  only  her 
main-mast  standing.  The  commodore  made  so -furious 
an  attack  upon  her,  that  she  must  have  shortly  surren- 
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dered,  bul  for  the  timely  appearance  of  a  part  of  her 
own  fleet. 

On  the  \6ih,  the  Caesar,  of  74  guns,  came  up  with 
the  Isis  of  50,  commanded  by  Captain  Rayner;  a  des- 
perate action  ensued,  and  continued  with  great  obsti- 
nacy for  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  the  Frenchman  bore 
up  and  put  before  the  wind.  Captain  Rayner  would 
have  pursued  her,  but  that  his  crippled  state  rendered 
it  impracticable.  In  this  gallant  action  the  Isis  had  only 
one  man  killed,  an3  fourteen  wounded.  It  was  said 
that  the  Caesar  had  seventy  men  killed  and  wounded ; 
among  the  latter  was  M.  Bouganville,  who  lost  his  right 
arm.  The  Duke  of  Ancaster,  who  served  as  p  volun- 
teer on  boar-i  the  Isis^  distinguished  himself  with  great 
bravery.  .  . 

On  the  4th  of  September,  Captain  Fanshaw,  in  the 
Carysfort  frigate,  and  Major-general  Grey,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  the  army,  destroyed  twenty-four  of  the 
enemy's  armed  vessels  and  boats  at  Martha's  Vineyard, 
and  in  the  adjacent  harbours  and  creeks. 

On  the  12th  of  the  same  month,  Lord  Howe  resigned 
the  command  of  the  fleet  in  North  America,  and  sailed 
for  England  in  the  Eugle.  Rear-admiral  Gambier  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command. 

It  was  the  month  of  October  before  Admiral  Byron 
had  collected  his  fleet,  and  was  in  readiness  to  put  to 
sea  from  New  York;  from  whence  he  proceeded  to 
cruize  off  Boston,  to  block  jjp  tho  French  fleet  which 
had  taken  shelter  in  that  port.  Ill  fortune  continued  to 
pursue  this  admiral ;  he  had  not  long  arrived  upon  his 
station,  when  a  violent  storm  drove  liim  >ft  the  coast 
and  dispersed  the  squadron;  many  of  the  shi^^s  wcce 
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oblin^d  to  put  into  Rhode  Island  in  a  most  shattered 
rondition.  The  Comte  D'Cslaing  seized  this  favoura* 
ble  moment  to  slip  out  of  Boston  and  steered  for  the 
West  Indies.  On  the  same  day  (November  the  3d) 
Con>modore  Hotham  left  Sandy  Hook  with  a  squadron 
of  ships  of  war  and  60  sail  of  transports,  having  on 
board  5000  veteran  troops,  under  the  command  of  Ma<* 
jor-geners!  Grant  tor  the  same  destination.  These 
ilceti  must  at  imni  have  been  at  no  great  distance  from 
each  other :  they  were  equally  involved  in  a  heavy  gale 
of  wind*  in  which  the  French  were  separated  and  sus- 
tained considerable  damage;  while  Commodore  Ho* 
tham  bad  the  good  fortune  and  ability  to  keep  his  fleet 
collected,  and  reached  Barbadoes  in  safety. 

On  the  4th  of  November  Captain  Alan  Gardner,  in 
the  Maidstone,  of  28  guns  nnd  200  men,  being  about  60 
leagues  to  the  eastward  of  Cape  Henry,  fell  in  with  a 
large  French  ship,  which,  after  a  smart  engagement,  he 
compelled  to  strike.  She  proved  to  be  Irhe  Lion,  of  40 
guns  and  216  men  ;  eight  of  whom* were  killed,  and  IS 
wounded ;  she  was  on  her  passage  from  Virginia,  bound 
to  Port  UOrient,  laden  with  tobacco.  The  Maidstone 
had  four  men  killed,  and  nine  wounded. 

Vice-admiral  Montagu  having  received  intelligence 
t>f  the  hostile  proceedings  of  the  French  squadron  on  the 
coast  of  America,  detached  Commodore  Evans  with  a 
small  squadron  to  seize  the  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Mi* 
quelon.  They  were  taken  possession  of  by  his  Majesty's 
forces  on  the  1 4th  of  September.  The  French  fishery 
was  entirely  destroyed,  and  their  boats,  Sfc,  buftxi  in  all 
those  parts  of  the  island  on  which  they  had  been  per- 
mitted to  dry  their  fish. 
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Th  ^nourabfe  Rear-admiral  Barrington  commanded 
his  Mdj      ''i  squadron  on  the  I«eeivard  Islands. 

On  (he  9th  of  March  the  Ariadne,  of  20  gunii  and 
Ceres  Atoop  n(  war«  of  14  guns,  commanded  by  Captains 
Pringle  and  Dacres  being  on  a  cruise  off  Barbadocn, 
cha*ed  (wo  American  frigates.  At  noon  they  came  up 
with  one  of  them,  which  struck  after  t  short  resistance r 
she  proved  to  be  the  Alfred,  of  20  guns,  and  180  men. 
Her  consort  was  the  Raleigh,  of  33  guns,  which 
escaped. 

On  the  7th  of  September  the  island  of  Dominica  wai 
obliged  to  surrender  to  the  Marquis  de  Boullie. 

The  squadron  under  Rear-admiral  Barrington  was  by 
no  means  adequate  to  undertake  offensive  operations  un- 
til (he  arrival  of  Commodore  Hotham  in  the  beginning 
of  December  with  the  reinlorcements  from  North  Ame- 
rica. The  reduction  of  the  island  of  St.  Lucia  was  imme- 
diately determined  on;  the  fleet  sailed  from  Barbadoes, 
and  arrived  off  (he  island  on  the  1 3th  of  December;  on 
the  same  day  Brigadier  generals  Meadows  and  Prescot 
landed  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  with  a 
considerable  body  ofiruops,  while  Brigadier-general  Sir 
Henrv  Calder  protected  the  landing-place  to  keep  open 
a  communication  between  the  fleet  and  army.  The 
British  forces  had  not  beeti  long  in  the  possession  of  this 
part  of  the  island,  before  the  Comte  D*Estaing  made  hit 
appearance  with  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  having  on  board 
9000  troops.  Admiral  Barrington  ordered  the  trans* 
ports  to  be  warped  close  in  shore,  dnd  moored  his  little 
squadron  with  so  much  skill  and  judgment  as  to  bafBe 
the  repeated  attacks  of  the  enemy.  On  the  15th  the 
Comte  D'Estaing  made  two  desperate  attacks  on  the 
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British  squadron;  but  the  deterinined  coolness,  resolu* 
iion,  and  bravery  of  its  commanders,  supported  by  • 
steady  and  well-directed  fire  from  the  batteries  on  shore, 
compelled  him  to  stand  to  sea,  and  relinquish  any  fur« 
ther  attempts.  The  next  day  the  Frcmh  fleut  were  ob- 
served plying;  to  windward,  and  in  the  evening  it  an* 
chored  off  Gros  Islet.  The  French  truops  which  were 
landed  made  several  attempts  to  carry  the  batteries,  in 
all  of  which  they  were  repulsed,  as  well  as  in  the  field, 
with  a  dreadful  slaughter.  Finding  every  effort  inc  ffec- 
tual  to  recover  ihe  island,  they  re-embarked,  and  left 
the  conquerors  in  quiet  possession. 

On  the  3d  of  March  Sir  Peter  Parker  arrived  at  Port 
Royal,  and  took  on  him  the  command  of  his  Majesty's 
squadron  at  Jamaica. 

On  the  8th  of  July  the  Ostrich,  of  14  guns,  and  1 10 
men,  commanded  by  Captain  Peter  Rainier,  being  on  a 
cruize  off  Savannah  Point,  Jamaic  fell  in  with,  and 
afler  a  bloody  engagement,  which  co  itinued  three  hours, 
captured  a  French  privateer,  of  16  guns,  and  150  men; 
30  of  whom  were  killed,  and  a  great  number  wounded. 
The  Ostrich  had  4  men  killed,  and  28  wounded ;  among 
the  laitei  were  Captain  Rainier  and  Lieut.  O'Brien. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Ver- 
non, who  commanded  hi^  Majesty  ^  squadron  at  the  East 
Indies,  being  on  a  cruize  off  the  coast  of  Coromandel, 
fell  in  with  the  French  squadron  under  M.  TranjoIIy; 
an  action  ensued,  and  was  maintained  with  great  obsti- 
nacy for  two  hours;  when  the  enemy  availing  himself  of 
the  crippled  condition  of  the  British  ships,  made  sail  and 
steered  for  Pondicherry.  On  the  21st,  Sir  Edward  V^er- 
non  again  got  sight  of  them,  but  their  superiority  in  sail- 
ing prevented  bis  being  able  to  bring  them  to  action  | 
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tliey,  howevf  r,  quiUcd  the  coast,  which  gave  Sir  Edward 
Vernon  an  opportunity  of  taking  possession  of  the  an- 
chorage in  Pundicherry  road,  by  which  means  he  was 
enabled  to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  the  reduction  of 
that  place.  In  October  it  surrendered  to  the  British 
arms. 

After  the  above  action  the  Sartine  French  frigate  mis- 
taking the  British  for  her  own  squadron,  was  taken. 

The  Trident,  of  64  guns,  Captain  John  Elliot,  xailcd 
from  Spithcad,  April  2),  having  on  board  Lord  Carlisle, 
Mr.  Eden,  and  Capt.  George  Johnstone,  who,  with  the 
commanders  in  chief  of  the  land  and  sea  forces  in  North 
America,  were  appointed  to*  negotiate  an  accommoda- 
tion with  the  Congress. 

On  the  7  th  of  January,  1779,  the  remarkable  trial  of 
Admiral  Keppel  commenced  at  Portsmouth,  and  agree- 
able to  an  express  act  of  parliament  was  held  at  the  go- 
vernor's house. 

•  The  menobers  were. 

President— Sir  Thomas  Pye,  admiral  of  the  white. 
Matlhew  Buckle,  vice-admiral  of  the  red. 
John  Montague,  vice-admiral  of  the  red. 
Marriot  Arbuthnot,  rear  admiral  of  the  white. 
Robert  Roddam,  rear-admiral  of  the  white. 


CAPTAINS. 


Mark  Milbank. 
Taylor  Penny. 
William  Bonnet. 
Philip  Boteler. 


Francis;  Samuel  Drake. 
John  Moutray.    . 
Adam  Duncan. 
James  Cranston. 


The  charge  exhibited  by  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  against 
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the  admiral,  containing  five  articles,  wai  to  tlie  fuUow- 
ing  purport : 

1.  "  That,  on  the  morning  of  the  27lh  of  July,  1778, 
having  a  fleet  of  thirty  ships  of  the  line  undur  his  com- 
mand, and  being  then  in  the  presence  of  a  French  fleet 
of  the  like  number  of  ships  of  the  line^,  the  said  admiral 
did  not  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  figiit ;  did 
not  put.  his  fleet  into  a  line  of  battle,  or  into  any  order 
proper  either  for  receiving  or  attacking  an  enemy  of  such 
force ;  but,  on  the  contrary, although  his  fleet  was  already 
dispersed  and  in  disorder,  he,  by  making  the  signal  for 
several  ships  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  division  to 
chase  to  windward,  increased  the  disorder  of  that  part 
of  his  fleet,  and  the  ships  were,  in  con?equencc,  more 
scattered  than  they  had  been  before,  and  whilst  in  this 
disorder  he  advanced  to  the  enemy,  and  made  the  signal 
for  battle ;  that  the  above  conduct  was  the  more  unac- 
countable, as  the  enemy's  fleet  was  not  then  in  disorder, 
nor  beaten,  nor  flying,  but  formed  in  a  regular  line  of 
battle  on  that  tack  which  approached  the  British  fleet, 
all  their  motions  plainly  indicating  a  design  to  give 
battle,  and  they  edged  down  and  attacked  it  whilst  in 
disorder.  By  this  uooflicer-like  conduct  a  general  en- 
gagement was  not  brought  on,  but  the  other  flag-oflicers 
and  captains  were  left  to  engage  without  order  or  re- 
gularity, upon  which,  great  confusion  ensued,  some  of 
his  ships  were  prevented  from  getting  into  action  at  all, 
others  were  not  near  enough  to  the  enemy,  and  some 
from  the  confusion,  fired  into  others  of  the  kiiag's  ships 
and  did  them  considerable  damage,  and  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  was  left  alone  to  engage  single  and  unsup. 
ported:  in  these  instances  the  said  admiral  Keppel  neg- 
ligently, performed  the  duty  imposed  on  him. 
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**  2(11y.  That  after  the  van  and  centre  divisions  of  the 
British  fleet  passed  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  the  admiral 
did  not  immediately  tack  and  double  upon  the  enemy 
with  these  two  divisions  and  continue  the  battle,  nor 
did  he  collect  them  together  at  that  time,  and  keep  so 
near  the  enemy,  as  to  renew  the  battle  as  soon  as  it 
might  be  proper;  on  the  contrary,  he  stood  away 
beyond  the  enemy  to  a  great  distance  before  he  wore 
to  stand  towards  them  again,  leaving  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  engaged  with  the  enemy  and  exposed  to  be 
cut  off. 

'•3'  That  after  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  had 
passed  the  last  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  immediately 
wore,  and  laid  his  own  ship's  head  towards  the  enemy 
again,  being  then  in  their  wake  and  at  a  little  distance 
only,  and  expecting  the  admiral  to  advance  with  all  the 
ships  to  renew  the  fight,  the  admiral  did  not  advance  for 
tljat  purpose,  but  shortened  sail,  hauled  down  the  signal 
for  battle ;  nor  did  he  at  that  time,  nor  any  other  time, 
whilst  standing  towards  the  enemy,  call  the  ships  toge- 
ther in  order  to  renew  the  attack,  as  he  might  have 
done,  particutarly  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red  and  his 
division,  which  had  received  the  least  damage,  had  been 
the  longest  out  of  action,  were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it, 
were  then  to  windward  and  could  have  bore  down  and 
fetched  any  part  of  the  French  fleet,  if  the  signal  for  bat- 
tle had  not  been  hauled  down,  or  if  the  said  admiral 
Keppel  had  availed  himself  of  the  signal  appointed,  by 
the  3 1st  article  of  the  fighting  instructions,  l^y  which  he 
might  have  ordered  those  to  lead,  who  are  to  lead  with 
the  starboard  tack  on  board,  by  a  wind,  which  signal 
was  applicable  to  the  occasion  for  renewing  the  engage* 
ment  with  advantage,  after  the  French  fleet  had  been 
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beaten,  their  line  broken,  and  in  disorder;  in  these  in- 
stances he  did  not  do  the  utmost  in  his  power  to  take, 
sink,  burn,  or  destroy  the  Fpfiich  fleet  that  had  attack- 
ed the  British  fleet. 

'*  4th.  That  instead  of  advancing  to  renew  the  engage- 
ment, as  in  the  preceding  articles  is  alledged,  and  as  he 
might  and  ought  to  have  done,  the  admiral  wore  and 
made  sail  directly  from  the  enemy,  and  thus  he  led  the 
whole  British  fleet  away  from  them,  which  gave  them 
an  opportunity  to  rally  unmolested,  and  to  form  again 
into  a  line  of  battle,  and  to  stand  after  the  British  fleet* 
This  was  disgraceful  to  the  British  flag,  for  it  had  (he 
appearance  of  a  flight,  and  gave  the  French  adn.iral  A 
pretence  to  claim  the  victory.,  and  to  publish  to  the 
world  that  the  British  fleet  ran  away,  and  that  he  pur- 
sued it  with  the  fleet  of  France,  and  offered  it  battle. 

"  5th.  That  on  the  morning  of  the  2«th  of  Jaiy,  177 «> 
when  it  was  perceived  that  o.ily  three  of  the  FrencH 
fleet  remained  near  the  British  in  the  suuation  the  whole 
had  been  in  the  night  before,  anck  that  the  rest  were  to 
leeward  at  a  greater  distance,  not  in  a  line  of  battle,  but 
in  a  heap,  the  admiral  did  not  cause  the  fleet  to  parsoe 
the  flying  enemy,  not  even  to  chace  the  three  ships 
that  fled  after  the  rest,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  led  the 
British  fleet  another  way,  directly  from  the  enemy;  by 
these  instances  o(  misconduct  and  neglect,  a  glorious 
opportunity  was  lost  of  doing  a  most  essential  service  to 
the  state,  and  the  honor  of  the  British  navy  was  tar* 
nirlied. 

"H.PALLllBtt." 

To  the  first  article  Admiral  Keppel  answered, 
'*  I  have  never  understood  preparations  for  fight  to 
Iwvc  any  other  meaning,  in  the  language  and  under* 
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standing  of  seamen,  than  that  each  particular  ship  under 
the  direction  and  discipline  of  her  own  officers,  when 
in  pursuit  ofan  enemy,  hnk^^  every  respect  cleared  and 
in  readiness  for  action;  the  contrary  of  which,  no  admi- 
ral of  a  fleet  with  reasonable  cause  will  presume :  and 
as  from  the  morning  of  the  24lh,  when  the  French  fleet 
had  got  to  windward,  to  the  time  of  the  action,  the 
British  fleet  was  in  unremitting  pursuit  of  them,  it  is 
still  more  difficult  to  conceive  that  any  thing  more  is 
meant  by  this  charge,  than  what  is  immediately  after 
conveyed  by  the  charge  that  follows  it,  namely, 

"  That  on  the  same  morning  of  the  27th,  1  did  not 
put  my  fleet  into  a  line  of  battle,  or  into  any  order,  pro- 
per either  for  receiving"  or  attacking  an  enemy  of  such 
force. 

''  By  this  second  part  of  the  charge,  I  feel  myself  at- 
tacked in  the  exercise  of  that  great  and  broad  line  of 
discretion,  which  every  officer  commanding  either  fleets 
or  armies  is  oflen  obliged,  both  in  duty  and  conscience;* 
to  exercise  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  which  de- 
pending on  circumstances  and  situations  infinitely  va- 
rious, cannot  be  reduced  to  any  positive  rule  of  disci- 
pline or  practice ;  a  discretion  which  I  will  submit  to.the 
court,  I  was  peculiarly  called  upon  by  the  strongest  and 
best  motives  to  exercise,  and  which  in  my  public  letter 
to  the  board  of  admiralty  I  openly  dvowed  to  have  exer- 
cised. I  admit  that  on  the  morning  of  the  27  th  of  July 
I  did  not  put  my  fleet  into  a  line  of  battle,  because  I  had 
it  not  in  my  choice  to  do  sr  cqnsistant  with  the  certain- 
ty, or  even  the  probability  of  either  giving  or  being  gi- 
ven battle ;  and  because,  if  I  had  scrupulously  adhered 
to  that  order,  in  which,  if  the  election  had  been  mine, 
I  should  have  chosen  to  have  received  or  atfacked  a  wil- 
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ling  enemy,  I  should  have  had  no  enemy  either  to  re- 
ceive or  attack. 

'•  I  shall  therefore,  in  answer  to  this  charge,  submit 
to  the  court  my  reasons  for  determining  to  bring  the 
French  fleet  to  battle  at  all  events;  and  shall  shew  that 
any  other  order  than  that  in  which  my  fleet  was  con- 
ducted, from  my  first  seemg  them  to  the  moment  of  the 
gctron,  was  incompatible  with  such  determination. 

"  In  ordier  to  this,  I  must  call  the  attention  of  the 
court,  to  a  retrospective  view  of  the  motions  of  the  two 
fleets,  from  their  first  coming  in  sight  of  each  other. 

"  On  my  first  discovering  the  French  fleet  at  one 
o*clock  in  the  afternobn  of  the  23d  of  July,  I  made  the 
necessary  signab  for  forming  my  fleet  in  the  order  of  bat- 
tle, which  I  effected  towards  the  evening,  when  I 
brought  te,  by  signal,  and  lay  titi  the  morning,  when 
perceiving  that  the  French  fleet  had  gained  the  wind 
during  the  night,  and  carried  a  pressed  sail  to  preserve 
it,  I  discontinued  the  signal  for  the  line,  and  made  the 
general  signal  to  chace  to  windward,  in  hopes  that  they 
would  join  battle  with  me,  rather  than  suffer  two  of 
their  capital  ships  to  be  entirely  separated  from  them, 
and  give  me  a  chance  of  cutting  offa  third,  which  had 
carried  away  a  lop-mast  in  the  night,  and  which,  but 
for  a  shifl  of  wind,  I  must  have  taken :  in  this,  how- 
ever, I  was  disappointed,  for  they  suffered  two  of  them 
to  go  off  altogether,  and  continued  to  make  every  use  of 
the  advantage  of  the  wind. 

"  This  assiduous  endeavor  of  the  Irench  admiral  to 
avoid  coming  to, action,  which  from  his  ihus  having  the 
wind  was  always  in  his  option,  led  me  to  believe  he  ex- 
pected a  reinforcement,  a  reflection  which  would  alone 
have  been  a  sufficient  reason  todetyrmine  rce  to  urge  my 

2  c  3 


Q9'i 


THE    BRITISH    TRIDENT; 


pursuit  in  as  collected  a  body  as  the  nature  of  such  a  pur- 
suit would  admit  of,  without  the  delay  of  the  line,  and 
to  seize  the  first  opportunity  of  bringihg  on  an  engage- 
ment. 

"  But  I  had  other  reasons  not  less  urgent. 

'*  If  by  obstinately  adhering  to  the  line  of  battle,  I  had 
suflered,  as  I  inevitably  must,  the  French  fleet  to  have 
separated  from  me ;  and  if  by  such  separation  the  Eng- 
lish convoys  from  the  East  and  West  Indies,  which  I 
have  already  stated  in  the  introduction  to  my  defence  to 
have  been  then  expected  home,  had  been  cut  off,  or  the 
coast  of  England  had  been  insulted,  what  would  have 
been  my  situation  ?  Sheltered  under  the  forT<3  of  disci- 
pline, I,  perhaps,  might  have  escaped  punishment,  but 
I  could  not  l\ave  escaped  censure.  I  should  neither  have 
escaped  the  contempt  of  my  fellow-citizens,  nor  the  re- 
proaches of  my  own  conscience. 

*'  Moved  by  these  important  considerations,  supported 
by  the  examples  of  Admiral  Russel,  and  other  great  na- 
val commanders,  who,  in  similar  situations,  had  ever 
made  strict  order  give  way  to  reasonable  enterprize,  and 
particularly  encouraged  by  the  remembrance  of  having 
myself  served  under  that  truly  great  officer  Lord  Hawke, 
when  rejecting  all  rules  and  forms,  he  grasped  at  vic- 
tory by  an  irregular  attack,  I  determined  not  to  lose 
sight  of  the  French  fleet  by  being  out-sailed,  from  pre- 
serving the  line  of  battle :  but  to  keep  my  fleet  as  well 
collected  as  I  could,  and  near  enough  to  assist  and  act 
with  each  other,  in  case  a  change  of  wind,  or  other  fa- 
vourable circumstances,  should  enable  me  to  force  the 
enemy  to  action. 

"  Such  were  my  feelings  and  resolutions  when  the 
day  broke  on  the  morning  of  the  27  tb  of  July,  at  which 
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time  the  fleet  under  my  command  was  in  the  following 
position : — Vice-admiral  Sir  Robert  Harland  was  about 
four  miles  distant  on  the  Victory's  weather-quarter,  with 
most  of  the  ships  of  his  own  division  and  some  of  those 
belonging  to  the  center — and  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh 
Palliser  at  about  three  miles  distance,  a  point  before  the 
lee- beam  of  the  Victory,  with  his  main-sail  up,  which 
obliged  the  ships  of  his  division  to  continue  under  an 
easy  sail. 

"  The  French  fleet  was  as  much  to  windward,  and 
at  as  great  a  distance  as  it  had  been  the  preceding  morn* 
ing,  standing  with  a  fresh  wind  close  hauled  on  the  lar^ 
board  tack,  to  all  appearance  avoiding  me  with  the 
same  industry  as  ever. 

"  At  this  time,  therefore,  I  had  no  greater  induce- 
ment to  form  the  line  than  I  had  on  the  morning  of  the 
former  day,  and  I  could  not  have  formed  it  without 
greatly  encreasing  my  distance  from  the  French  fleet, 
contrary  to  that  plan  of  operation  which  I  have  already 
ittbmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  cotrt. 

**  The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  next  charges, 

*<  That  although  my  fleet  was  already  dispersed,  and 
in  disorder,  1,  by  making  the  signal  for  several  ships 
of  his  division  to  chace  to  windward,  encreased  the 
disorder  of  that  part  of  my  fleet,  and  that  the  ships  were 
in  consequence  more  scattered  than  they  had  been  be- 
fore, and  that  whilst  in  this  disorder  I  advanced  to  the 
enemy,  and  made  the  signal  for  battle. 

"  In  this  part  of  the  charge  there  is  a  studious  design 
to  mislead  the  understanding,  and  by  leaving  out  times, 
and  intermediate  events,  to  make  the  transactions  of 
half  a  day  appear  but  as  one  moment. 
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'*  It  19  indeed  imposfnble  to  read  it  without  1)eing  pos* 
lessed  with  the  idea,  that  at  half  past  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  I  made  the  signal  for  six  of  the  ships  of  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  ^06*5  division  to*  chace  to  windward, 
I  wai  in  the  immediate  prospect  of  closing  with  an 
enemy  approaching  me  in  a  regular  line,  and  all  their 
motions  plafinty  rndicating  a  design  fo  give  battfe :  in* 
itcad  of  which  both  the  fleets  were  then  on  the  larboard 
tack,  the  enemy's  fleet  near  three  leagues  to  windward, 
going  off  close  by  the  wind  with  a  pressed  sail.  My  rea- 
son, therefore,  for  making  that  signal  at  half  past  five, 
was  to  collect  as  mairy  ships  to  windward  as  I  could,  in 
order  to  strengthen  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  in  case 
I  should  be  able  to  get  to  action,  and  to  ^11  up  the  inter- 
ifal  between  the  Victory  and  the  vice-admiral,  which 
was  occasioned  by  his  being  far  to  leeward;  and  it  is 
plain  that  the  vice  adfniral  must  have  himself  understood 
the  obJ2ct  of  the  signal,  since  it  has  appeared  in  the 
coarse  of  the  evidence,  tbat  on  its  being  made,  the  For- 
midable set  her  main-sail  and  let  the  reefs  out  of  her 
top-sailsf  and  indeed  the  only  reason  why  it  was  not 
originally  made  for  the  whole  division  was,  that  they 
nust  have  then  chased  as  a  division,  which  would  have 
retarded  the  best  going  ships,  by  an  attendance  on  the 
vice<-admirai. 

*'  Things  were  in  this  situation,  when  about  nine 
o'clock  the  French  fleet  wore  and  stood  to  the  southward 
on  the  starboard  tack;  bat  the  wind  immediately  after 
they  were  about,  coming  more  southerly,  I  continued 
to  stand  on  till  a  quarter  past  ten,  at  which  time  I  tacked 
the  British  fleet  together  by  signt^l,  and  soon  after  we 
wereabcut,  the  wind  came  some  points  in  oar  ikvour  to 
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the  wfc.,tward,  which  enabled  us  \o  lye  up  for  a  part  of 
Ihem ;  but  in  a  dark  squall  that  almost  immediately  came 
on,  I  lost  sight  of  them  for  above  half  an  hour.  When 
it  cleared  away  at  eleven  o'clock,  I  discovered  that  the 
French  fleet  had  changed  their  position,  and  were  en- 
deavouring to  form  the  line  on  the  larboard  tack ;  but 
finding  they  could  not  effect  it  without  coming  within 
gun-shot  of  the  van  of  the  British  fleet,  they  edged 
down  and  fired  on  my  headmost  ships  as  they  approach- 
ed them  on  the  contrary  tack,  at  a  quarter  after  eleven, 
which  was  instantly  returned ;  then,  and  not  till  then, 
I  made  the  signal  for  battle.  Ail  this  happened  in  a* 
bout  half  an  hour,  and  must  l^ive  been  owing  to  the 
enemy's  falling  to  leeward  in  performing  their  evolutions 
during  the  squall ;  these  we  could  not  see,  and  it  pro- 
duced this  sudden  and  unexpected  opportunity  of  engag- 
ing them,  as  the  enemy  were  near  three  leagues  ahead 
of  me  when  the  squall  came  on. 

"  If  therefore,  by  making  the  signal  for  the  line  of 
battle  when  the  van  of  my  fleet  was  thus  suddenly  get- 
ting within  reach  of  the  enemy,  and  well  connected  with 
the  centre^  as  my  accuser  himself  has  admitted,  I  had 
called  back  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  the  French  fleet 
might  either  have  formed  their  line  complete,  and  have 
come  down  upon  my  fleet  while  in  the  confusion  of  get- 
ting into  order  of  battle,  or  (what  I  had  still  greater  rea- 
son to  apprehend)  might  have  goneoflfto  windward  out 
of  my  reach  altogether;  for  even  as  it  was,  the  enemy's 
van,  instead  of  coming  close  to  action,  kept  their  wind« 
and  passed  hardly  within  random-shot. 

"  My  accuser  next  asserts«  as  an  aggravation  of  hii 
former  charge. 


-! 


«9f 


The  BRITISH  trident; 


"  That  the  French  fleet  wa«  in  a  regular  line  on  the 
tack  which  appftjached  the  British  fleet,  all  their  mo- 
tions plainly  indicating  %  design  to  give  battle. 

'*  Both  which  facts  have  already  been  contradicted  bv 
the  testimony  of -even  his  own  witnesses.  That  the 
enemy's  fleet  was  not  in  a  regular  line  of  battle,  appear- 
ed by  the  French  admiral  being  out  of  his  station  far 
from  the  centre  of  his  line,  and  next,  or  very  near  to  a 
ship  carrying  a  vice-adroirars  flag  ;  some  of  their  ship^ 
were  abreast  of  each  other,  and  in  one,  as  they  passed 
the  English  fleet  together  with  other  apparent  marks  ofir- 
reguiarity.  Indeed,  every  motion  of  the  French  fleet,  from 
about  nine,  when  ii  went  on  the  starboard  tack,  till  the 
moment  of  the  action,  and  even  during  the  action  itself, 
I  apprehend  to  be  decisive  against  kSe  »lledged  indica* 
tion  of  designing  battle ;  for,  if  the  French  .admiral  had 
really  intended  to  come  to  action,  I  apprehend  he  never 
would  have  put  his  fleet  on  the  contrary  tack  to  that  on 
which  the  British  fleet  was  coming  up  to  him,  but  would 
have  shortened  sail  and  waited  for  it,  forme^  in  the  line 
on  the  same  tack ;  and  even  when  he  did  tack  towards 
the  British  fleet  the  alledged  indication  is  again  directly 
refuted,  by  the  van  of  the  French  fleet  hauling  their 
wind  again  instead  of  bearing  down  into  action,  and 
by  their  hoisting  no  cobors  when  they  began  to  en« 

gage. 

**  Notwithstanding  these  incontrovertible  truths,  my 
accuser  imputes  it  to  me  that  a  general  engagement  was 
not  brought  on ;  but  it  is  evident,  from  the  testimony  of 
every  witness  he  has  called,  that  a  general  action  was 
never  in  my  choice,  and  that  so  far  its  being  prevented 
b^  my  not  having  formed  the  line  gi  battle,  no  engage* 
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ment,  either  general  or  partial,  could  have  been  brought 
on  if  I  had  formed  it :  indeed  it  is  a  contradiction  in 
terms,  to  speak  of  a  general  engagement,  where  the 
fleet  that  has  the  wind  tacks  to  pass  the  fleet  to  leeward 
on  the  contrary  tack. 

"  Such  was  the  manner  in  which,  afler  four  day  pur* 
suit,  I  was  at  last  enabled,  by  a  favorable  shift  of  wind> 
to  close  with  the  fleet  of  France. 

"If  I  am  justifiable  on  principle  in  the  exercise  of 
that  discretion,  which  I  have  been  submitting  to  your 
judgment,  of  bringing  at  all  events  an  unwilling  enemy 
to  battle,  I  am  certainly  not  called  upon  to  descend  to 
all  (he  minutias  of  consequences  resulting  from  such  en- 
terprize,  even  if  such  had  ensued  as  my  accuser  has  as- 
serted, but  which  his  own  witnesses  have  not  only  failed 
to  establish,  but  absolutely  refuted.  It  would  be  an  in- 
sult on  the  understanding  of  the  court,  were  I  to  oflTer 
any  arguments  to  shew,  that  ships  which  engage  'viih» 
out  a  line  of  battle,  cannot  so  closely,  uniformly,  and 
mutually  support  each  other,  as  when  circumstances  ad* 
mitofa  line  being  formed,  because  it  is  self^vident, 
and  is  the  basis  of  all  the  discipline  and  practice  of  lines 
of  battle.  In  the  present  case,  notwithstanding  I  had 
no  choice  iti  making  any  disposition  for  an  attack,  nor 
any  possibility  of  getting  to  battle  otherwise  than  I.  did, 
which  would  be  iione  sufficient  to  repel  any  charge 
of  consequent  irregularity  or  even  confusion ;  yet  it  is 
not  necessary  for  me  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  I  acted,  because  no  irregula- 
rity or  confusion  either  existed  or  has  been' proved,  alt 
the  chasing  ships,  and  the  whole  fleet,  except  a  ship  or 
tw^,  got  inlo  battle,  and  into  as  dose  battle  as  the 
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French  fleet,  which  -had  the  option  by  being  to  wind- 
ward, chose  to  give  them. 

"  The  vice-adroiral  of  the  blue  himself  though  in  the 
rear,  was  out  of  action  in  a  short  time  after  the  Victory, 
and  so  far  from  being  left  to  engage  singly,  and  unsup- 
ported, was  passed  during  the  action,  by  three  ships  of 
his  own  division,  and  was  obh'ged  to  back  his  mizen-top 
sail  to  keep  out  of  the  tire  of  one  of  the  largest  ships  in 
the  fleet,  which  must  have  continued  near  him  all  the 
rest  of  the  time  he  was  passing  the  French  line,  as  I  shall 
prove  she  was  within  three  cables'  length  of  the  Forroi« 
dable  when  the  firing  ceased." 

Answer  to  the  second  article. 


<« 


The  moment  the  Victory  had  pas^d  the  enemy's 
rear,  my  first  object  was  to  look  round  the  position  of 
the  fleet,  which  the  smoke  had  till  then  obscured  from 
observation,  in  order  to  determine  how  a  genera!  en- 
gagement might  best  be  brought  on  after  the  fleets 
should  have  passed  each  other. 

"  I  found  that  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  with  part 
of  his  division,  had  tacked,  and  was  standing  towards 
the  enemy  with  top-gallant  sails  set,  the  very  thing  I 
am  charged  with  not  having  directed  him  to  do ;  but  all 
the  rest  of  the  ships  that  had  got  out, of  action  were  still 
on  the  starboard  tack,  some  of  them  dropping  to  lee- 
ward, and  seemingly  employed  in  repairing  their  da- 
mages: the  Victory  herself  was  in  no  condition  to  tack; 
and  I  could  not  immediately  wear  and  stand  back  on  the 
ships  coming  up  astern  of  me  out  of  the  action  (had  it 
been  otherwise  expedient}  without  throwing  them  into 
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(!i«  utmost  confusion.  Sir  John  Ros<,  who  very  gal* 
lanily  tried  Ihc  experiment,  having  informed  the  court 
of  the  momentary  necessity  he  was  under  of  wearing 
bjck  again  to  prevent  the  consequences  I  have  men- 
tioned, makes  it  unnecessary  to  enlarge  on  the  probable 
effect  of  such  a  general  mancuvre  with  all  the  ships 
ahead.  Indeed,  I  only  remark  it  as  a  strong  relative 
circumstance  appearing  by  the  evidence  of  a  very  able 
and  experienced  ofticer,  and  by  no  means  as  a  justifica- 
tion for  having  stood  away  beyond  the  enemy  to  a  great 
distance  before  I  wore,  because  the  charge  itself  is  gross- 
ly false  in  fact. 

"  The  Victory  had  very  little  way  while  her  head 
was  to  the  southward,  and  although  her  damages  were 
considerable,  was  the  first  ship  of  the  centre  divisic  n 
that  got  round  towards  the  enemy  again,  and  some  time 
before  the  rest  were  able  to  follow  her.  Even  as  it  was, 
not  above  three  or  four  were  able  to  close  up  with  h^r 
on  the  larboard  tack,  so  that  had  it  even  been  practica- 
ble to  have  veered  sooner  than  I  did,  no  good  purpose 
could  have  been  answered  by  it,  as  I  must  only  have 
wore  the  sooner  back  again,  to  have  collected  the  dis-* 
abled  ships,  which  would  have  been  therefore  left  still 
farther  astern, 

'*  The  Formidable  was  no  otherwise  left  engaged 
with  the  enemy  during  this  short  interval  than  as  being 
in  the  rear,  a  circumstance  which  must  always 'necessa- 
rily happen  to  ships  in  that  situation,  when  fleets  enga^^ 
each  other  on  contrary  tacks,  and  no  one  witness  has 
attempted  to  speak  lo  the  danger  my  accuser  complains 
of,  except  his  own  captain,  who,  on  being  called  upon 
to  f\K  the  time  when  such  danger  was  apprehended,  sla- 
ted it  to  be  the  time  the  Formidable  opened  her  fire* 
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Thii  renders  this  application  of  it  as  a  consequence  of 
the  second  charge,  too  absurd  to  demand  a  rei'ulalion." 

Answer  to  the  third  article. 


•'  As  soon  asl  had  wore  to  stand  toward?  the  enemy, 
T  hauled  down  the  signal  for  batile,  which  I  judged  im- 
proper to  be  kept  abroad  (ill  the  ships  could  recover 
their  stations,  or  at  least  get  near  enough  to  support 
€y\ch  other  inaction  ;  and  in  order  to  call  them  together 
for  that  purpose,  I  immediately  made  the  signal  to  form 
(he  line  of  battle  ahead  of  the  center  and  red  division. 
I  embraced  that  opportunity  of  unbending  her  main-top 
Fail,  which  was  totally  unserviceable,  and  in  doing 
which  the  utmost  expedition  was  used,  the  ships  astern 
of  nie  exerting  themselves  as  far  as  they  could  in  the  mean 
time  to  get  into  their  stations,  so  that  no  time  was  lost  by 
tliis  necessary  operation. 

"  The  Formidable  was  ahead  of  the  Victory  during 
this  perioct.  It  was  her  station  in  the  line  on  that  tack; 
yet  at  the  very  moiucnt  my  accuser  dares  to  charge  me 
with  not  calling  the  ships  together  to  renew  the  attack, 
he  himself,  though  his  ship  was  in  a  manageable  condi- 
tion, as  has  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  his  own  cap- 
tain ;  and  though  he  had  wore,  expecting,  has  he  says, 
the  battle  to  be  renewed,  quitted  his  station  in  the  front 
of  the  line  of  battle,  the  signal  for  which  was  flying, 
passed  to  leeward  of  me  on  the  starboard  tack,  while  I 
was  advancing  to  the  enemy,  and  never  came  into  the 
line  during*  the  rest  of  the  day. 

"  In  this  situation  I  judged  it  necessary,  that  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  red,  who  was  to  windward,  and 
pushed  forward  on  my  weather-bow,  with  six  or  seven 
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^hip8  of  his  division,  should  lead  on  the  larboard  tack, 
in  order  to  give  time  to  the  ships  which  had  come  last 
out  of  action  to  repair  their  damages  and  gel  collected 
togelher.    The  signal  appointed  by  the  thirly-firsl article 
of"  the  fighting  instructions  n«)t  being  applicable,  as  the 
French   fleet'  was  so  nearly  ahead  of  us,  that  only   by 
keeping  close  to  tlio  wind  we  could  have  fetched  them,  I 
made  the  Proserpine's  signal  in  order  to  have  dispatched 
Captain  Sutton  with  a  message  to  Vice-admiral  Sir  Ro- 
bert Harland  to  lead  the  fleet  on  the  larboard  tack,  but 
before  he  left  the  Victory   with  the  orders  he  had  re- 
ceived, the  French  fleet   wore  and  stood  to  the  south- 
ward, forming  their  line  on  the  starboard  lack.     Their 
ships  advanced  legularly  out  of  a  collected  body,  which 
they  had  got  into  from  the  operati<m  of  wearing,  and 
not  from  any  disorder  or  confusion;  though  had  such  dis- 
order or  confusion  really  existed,  I  could  have  derived  no 
immediate  advantage  from  it,  not  having  a  sunicienl  force 
collected  to  prevent  their  forming,  by  an  attempt  to  re- 
new the  attack.  The  Victory  was  at  thii  time  the  nestrest 
ship  (o  the  enemy,  with  no  more  than  three  or  four  of  the 
centre  division  in  any  situation  to  have  supported  her,  or 
each  other  in  action:  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  on 
the  starboard  lack,  standing  away  from  his  station  totally 
regardless  of  the  signal  that  was  flying  to  form  the  line ; 
and  most  of  the  other  ships,  except  the  red  division, 
wiiose  po'iition  I  have  already  stated,  were  far  astern  pd 
/ive  disabled  ships  at  a  great  distance  on  the  lee  quarter. 
**  Moil  of  these  facts  are  already   established  hy  my 
accuser's  own  evidence,  and  I  shall  prove  and  confirm 
them  all,  by  the  testimony  of  that  part  of  the  fleet  whoso 
situations  will  endble  them  to  speak  to  them  with  cer- 
tainly. 
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I  trust  ihey  will  convince  the  court  that  I  had  it  not 
li\  my  power  to  collect  the  fleet  together  to  renew  the 
fight  at  that  time,  and  that  from  their  not  being  able  to 
follow  me,  I  consequently  could  not  advance  with  them; 
that  I  did  not  shorten  sail,  but  only  shifted  an  unser- 
viceable one,  when  I  was  far  ahead  and  the  ship^  unable 
to  follow;  that  I  did  not  haul  down  the  signal  for  battle 
till  it  ceased  to  be  capable  of  producing  any  good  t  *"- 
feet ;  that  during  the  whole  time  1  stood  towards  the 
enemy,  I  endeavoured,  by  the  most  forcible  of  all  sig- 
nals, the  signal  for  the  line  of  battle,  to  call  the  ships 
together  in  order  to  renew  the  attack ;  that  I  did  avail 
myself  of  the  ships  that  were  with  the  vice-admiral  of 
Ihe  red,  as  far  as  cFrcumstances  admitted ;  and  that  ! 
therefore  did  do  the  utmost  in  my  power  to  take,  sink, 
burn,  or  destroy  the  French  fleet,  which  had  attacked 
Ihe  British  fieet." 


Answer  to  the  fourth  article. 

•*  The  French  fleet  having  wore  and  began  to  form 
their  line  on  the  starboard  tack  by  the  wind,  which  if 
ihey  had  kept  would  have  brought  them  close  up  with 
the  center  division,  soon  afterwards  edged  away,  point- 
ing towards  four  or  five  of  the  disabled  ships  which 
were  at  a  distance  to  leeward,  and  with  evident  inten- 
tion to  have  separated  them  from  the  rest  of  the  fleet. 
To  prevent  this  I  mruie  the  signal  to  wear,  and  stood 
athwart  their  van  in  a  diagonal  course  to  gi'e  protection 
lo  these  crippled  ships,  keeping  the  signfil  for  the  line 
flying  to  form  and  collect  the  fleet  on  the  starboard  tack. 
As  I  had  thus  been  obliged  to  alter  my  disposition  before 
Capta»n  Sutton  left  the  Victory  with  my  former  message, 
1  dispatched  him  with  orders  to  tke  vice-admiral  of  tho 
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red,  (o  form  with  his  division  at  a  distance  astern  of  the 
Victory,  io  cover  the  rear,  and  to  keep  the  enemy  in 
check  till  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  should  come  into 
bis  station  with  his  division,  in  obedience  to  the  signal. 
These  orders  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red  instantly  obey- 
ed, and  was  formed  in  my  wake  before  four  o'clock* 
Finding  then  that  while,  by  the  course  I  steered  to  pro- 
tect the  crippled  ships,  I  was  nearing  the  enemy,  and 
that  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  still  continued  to  lie  to 
windward,  by  which  he  kept  his  division  from  joining 
mc,  I  made  the  signal  for  ships  to  windward  to  bear 
down  into  my  wdke,  and  that  it  might,  be  the  better  dis- 
tinguished (both  being  signals  at  the  mizcn  peak)  I  haul- 
ed down  the  signs!  for  the. line  for  about  ten  minutes 
and  then  hoisted  it  again.  This  signal  for  ships  to  wind- 
ward to  bear  down  he  repeated,  though  he  had  not  re- 
peated that  for  the  line  of  battle ',  but  by  not  bearing 
down  himself,  he  led  the  ships  of  his  division  to  interpret 
his  repeating  it  as  requiring  then  to  come  into  his  wake 
instead  of  mine. 

"  Having  now  accomplished  the  protection  of  the 
disabled  ships,  and  the  French  fleet  continuing  to  form 
their  line  ranging  up  to  leeward  parallel  to  the  center 
division,  my  only  object  was  to  form  mine  in  order  to 
bear  down  upon  them  to  renew  the  battle.  Therefore 
at  a  quarter  before  five,  after  having  repeated  the  signal 
for  ship^s  to  windward  to  bear  down  into  my  wake,  with 
no  belter  effect  than  before  I  sent  tlie  Milford  with 
orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  to  stretch  ahead  and 
take  his  station  in  the  line,  which  he  instantly  obeyed; 
and  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  being  still  to  wind- 
ward with  bis  fore-top-sail  unbent,  making  no  visibl« 
cifort  to  obey  the  signal  which  had  been  tying  the  whf)« 
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afternoon,  I  sent  the  Fox  at  live  o'clock  with  orders  to 
him  to  bear  down  into  Aiy  wake,  and  to  tell  him  1  only 
wailed  for  him  and  his  division  to  renew  the  battle. 
While  I  was  dispatching  these  frigates,  having  before 
hauled  down  the  signal  to  rome  into  my  wake,  I  put 
abroad  the  signal  for  ail  ships  to  come  into  their  stationsi 
always  keeping  the  signal  for  the  line  flying.  All  this 
produced  no  effect  on  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  ; 
and,  wearied  out  with  fruitless  expectation,  at  seven 
o'clock  I  made  the  signal  for  each  particular  ship  of  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue*s  division  to  come  into  her  sta- 
tion, but  before  they  had  accomplished  it,  night  put  an 
end  to  all  further  operations. 

"It  tnay  be  observed,  that  amongst  these  signals  I 
-did  not  m^'.ke  the  Formidable's.  If  the  vice-admiral 
chuses  to  coiysider  this  as  a  culpable  neglect,  I  can  only 
^ay  that  it  occurred  to  me,  to  treat  him  with  a  delicacy 
due  to  his  rank.  This  had  some  time  before  induced 
me  to  send  him  tha  message  by  Captain  Windsor,  the 
iparticulars  of  which  he  has  already  faithfully  related 
to  the  court. 

"I  trust  I  have  little  reason  to  apprehend  that  you 
will  be  inclined  to  consider  my  Gonduct>  as  I  stated  it 
in  answer  to  this  fourth  article  of  the  charge,  as  disgrace- 
ful to  the  British  fiag.  After  I  had  wore  upon  the  same 
tack  with  the  enemy,  to  protect  the  disabled  part  of  my 
£v«l  and  collect  the  rest  together,  there  would  have 
been  little  to  do  to  renew  the  battle,  but  bearing  right 
down  upon  the  enemy,  if  ray  accuser  had  led  down  his 
division  in  obedience  to  the  repeated  signals  and  orders 
which  I  have  stated.  The  Victory  never  weM  more 
than  two  knots,  was  under  her  double-reeled  top*sai)i 
md  fo(e«8aU8>  much  shattered^  vfhkk  kepi  Ute  ships 
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that  were  near  her  under  their  top-sails,  aod  suffered  (he 
French  fleet,  which  might  always  have  brought  me  (a 
action  if  they  had  inclined  to  do  it,  to  range  up  parallel 
with  the  center  under  very  little  sail.  It  was  to  protect 
the  five  disabled  ships  atx)ve*raentioned,  and  to  give 
the  rest  time  to  form  into  some  order,  that  I  judged  it 
more  expedient  to  stand  as  I  did,  under  that  easy  &ta], 
than  to  bring  to  with  my  head  to  (he  southward.  The 
court  will  judge  whether  it  was  possible  for  any  officer 
in  the  service  really  to  believe  that  these  operations 
could  give  the  appearance  of  a  flight,  or  furni^ih  a  ra- 
tional pretence  (o  the  French  admiral  to  claim  the  vic- 
tory, or  publisii  to  the  world  that  the  British  tieet  bad 
run  away," 

Answer  to  the  fifth  article. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July,  the  French 
iieet  (except  three  sail  which  were  seen  on  the  lee 
quarter)  was  only  visible  from  the  mast-heads  of  some 
of  the  ships  of  the  British  fleet,  at  a  great  distance  from 
me.  This  aflforded  me  not  (he  smallest  prospect  of 
coming  up  with  them,  more  especially  as  (heir  ships, 
though  certainly  much  damaged  in  their  hulls,  bad  not 
apparently  suTered  much  in  their  masts  and  sails ; 
whereas  the  fleet  under  my  command  was  genei-ally  and 
greatly  shat(ered  in  their  masts,  yards,  and  rigging,  and 
many  of  them  unable  to  carry  sail.  As  to  the  three 
French  ships,  I  made  the  signal  at  five  o'clock  in  (he 
morning  for  the  Duke,  Bienfaisant,  Prince  George  and 
Elizabeth,  to  give  fhem  chace,  judging  them  to  be  the 
properest  sbips  for  that  purpose  ,  but  (he  (wo  last  were 
'Hot  able  to  carry  sufficient  sail  to  give  countenance  to 
^9  pursuit :  and  looking  round  to  the  general  conditita 
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of  my  fleet,  I  saw  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  either  a  ge- 
neral or  a  partial  chace.  Indeed,  my  accuser  does  not 
venture  to  alledge,  that  there  was  any  probability,  or 
even  pos<;ibility  of  doing  it  with  effect;  which  destroys 
the  whole  imputation  of  his  charge. 

"  Under  these  circumstances  I  trust  I  could  not  mis- 
take my  duty;  and  I  was  resolved,  as  I  have  already 
before  observed  in  the  introduction  to  my  defence,  not 
to  sacrifice  it  to  an  empty  show  and  appearance,  whicli 
is  beneath- the  dignity  of  an  officer,  unconscious  of  any^ 
failure  or  negleqt.  To  have  urged  a  fruitless  pursuit, 
with  a  fleet  so  greatly  crippled  in  its  masts  and  saih, 
after  a  distant  and  flying  enemy  within  reach  of  their 
own  portSf  and  with  a  fresh  wind  blowing  ^ir  for  their 
port,  with  a  large  swell,  would  have  been  only  wan- 
tonly exposing  the  British  fleet  under  my  command 
\vithout  end  or  object.  It  would  have  been  misleading 
and  defeating  its  operations,  by  delaying  the  refltmcnt 
necessary  for  carrying  on  the  future  service  with  vigour 
and  eflect. 

"  My  accuser  asserts,  by  a  general  conclusion  to  the 
five  articles  exhibited  against  me,  thai  from  what  lie 
.  ftates  as  instances  of  misconduct  and  neglect  in  me,  a 
glorious  opportunity  was  lost  of  doing  a  roost  essential 
service  to  the  state,  and  thai  the  honour  of  the  British 
navy  was  tarnished. 

*<  The  truth  of  the  assertion,  that  an  opportunity  was 
lost)  I  am  not  called  upon  either  to  combat  or  deny  ;  it 
is  sufficient  fpr  me  if  I  shall  be  suctessfui  in  proving, 
that  that  opportunity  was  seized  by  me,  and  followed 
«p  to  the  fijll  extent  of  my  power ;  if  the  court  shall 
'  be  of  that  ^pinioii,  I  am  satisfied,  and  it  will  then  re»t 
'  wkh  Ike  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  to  mxplaiB  to  ivh»i 
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cause  it  is  to  be  referred,  that  the  glorious  opportunity 

he  speaks  of  was  lost,  and  to  whom  it  is  to  be  imputed 

(if  the  fact  be  true)  thai  the  honour  of  the  British  navy 

has  been  tarnished." 

Mr.  Keppel  then  proceeded  to  the  examination  of 

the  witnesses  in  support  of  his  case ;  and  the  court- 
martial,  which  continued  to  sit  till  the  1 1th  of  February, 
came  on  that  day  to  the  following  resolution. 

"  That  it  is  their  opinion  the  ch-ige  against  Admiral 
Keppel  is  malicious  and  ill  founded,  it  having  appeared 
that  the  said  admiral,  so  far  from  having  by  misconduct 
and  neglect  of  duty,  on  the  days  therein  alluded  to,  lust 
an  opportunity  of  rendering  essential  service  to  the  state 
and  thereby  tarnished  the  honour  of  the  British  navy, 
behaved  as  became  a  judicious,  brave  and  experienced 
officer." 

The  president  then  delivered  him  his  sword,  and  in 
a  short  speech  congratulated  him  on  its  being  restored 
with  so  much  honour^  and  hopiiig  ere  long,  he  would 
be  called  forth  by  his  sovereign,  to  draw  it  again  in  the 
service  of  his  country. 

A  few  days  after  his  acquittal,  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment agreed  unanimously  in  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his 
gallant  behaviour  on  the  '27th  of  July ,  that  of  the  lor<Is 
was  sent  by  the  lord  chancellor ;  and  that  of  the  com- 
mons delivered  to  the  admiral,  in  his  place,  by  the 
speaker.  The  city  of  London  and  West- India  merchants 
followed  this  example. 

On  the  26ih  of  January,  Admiral  Lord  Shuldham  re- 
turned to  Spilhead  with  part  of  the  men  of  war,  having 
left  the  respective  convoys  safe,  226  leagues  to  the 
w««iward  oi  the  Lizard. 
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On  the  31st,  Captain  PownaL  in  his  majesty's  shrp 
Apollo,  of  32  gtins,  and  220  men,  being  on  a  cruize  of}' 
the  coast  of  France,  gave  chace  to  ten  sail,  wbicli  vvere 
soon  discovered  to  be  a  convoy,  escorted  by  a  frigate. 
The  Apollo  did  not  get  alongside  of  the  frigate  lili  :he 
was  within  half  a  mile  of  the  rocks  off  St  Brieux,  when 
a  close  action  commenced,  and  continued  very  obstinitc 
for  an  hour  and  a  half;  the  enemy  then  struck,  and 
proved  to  be  L'Oiseau  French  frigate,  mounting  '26 
nine*pounders  on  the  main-deck,  and  221'  men  com- 
manded by  the  Chevalier  de  Torade  ;  she  had  left  Bre:?t 
the  preceding  day  with  the  convoy,  the  whole  of  which 
escaped,  by  running  in  among  the  rocks.  The  Apoilo 
had  six  men  killed,  and  twenty-two  wounded ;  a- 
mong  the  latter  were  Captain  Pownal,  and  both  the 
lieutenants.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  never  ascer> 
tained. 

In  February,  his  majesty's  frigate  Arethu8a,ofS2  gunf, 
Captain  Charles  Holmes  Everilt,  was  wrecked  upon  (he 
rocks  near  Ushant,  in  pttriuit  of  an  enemy.  The  crew 
were  saved,  and  treated  by  the  French  with  great  hu* 
inanity, 

On  the  ]  ilh  of  February  the  Hon.  Admiral  Keppel 
Yioisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Victory  at  Spithead,  and 
resumed  the  command  of  the  channel  Aeet. 

On  the  8ih  of  Marchi  Reir*admira1  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  sailed  from  Portsmouth  with  a  squadron  of  ships 
of  war  for  the  East  Indies ;  but  had  no  opportunity  this 
year  of  performing  any  essential  service. 

His  majesty's  cufier,  the  Rattlesnake,  of  10  four« 
pounders,  twelve  swivfils,  and  sixty  men,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Knell,  ieii  in  on  the  14ihof  Marchjat 
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day-break,  wUh  two  French  cullers,  at  the  back  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  Upon  perceiving  the  Rattlesnake,  thejr 
bore  away  to  the  S.  £.  Lieutenant  Knell  immediately 
gave  chace ;  and  at  half  past  one  P.  M.  being  then 
about  four  leagues  from  Ha vre-de- Grace,  came  up  with 
and  engaged  the  largest  cutter  ofHguns,  ]  2  swivels, 
and  ninety-two  men  :  the  other  cutler,  which  was  a  re- 
markable fast  sailer,  came  up  to  her  assistance,  and 
joinlly  engaged  the  Rattlesnake  until  four  o'clock,  when 
the  largest  cutter  struck;  the  other  instantly  sheered  off 
and  attempted  to  escape,  but  Lieutenant  Knell  per- 
ceiving her  intention,  bore  down,  fired  three  broadsides, 
and  then  carried  her  by  boarding,  lest  she  migiit  have 
got  away  by  her  superiority  in  sailing.  The  cutter 
which  had  first  struck,  took  the  tidvantage  of  the  Rat- 
tlesnake's disabled  state,  crouded  all  her  sail,  and  esca- 
ped. The  culler,  which  Lieutenant  Knell  brought  in, 
was  the  Fenelon  de  Dunkirk,  whose  commander 
And  twelve  men  were  killed,  and  thirty  wounded. 
The  Rattlesnake  had  none  killed ;  Lieutenant  Knell, 
one  midshipman,  and  ten  men  wounded.  For  this  gal- 
lant action,  Mr.  Knell  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  mas- 
ter andcommander. 

On  the  J^th  of  March  Sir  Charles  Hardy  was  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  Admiral  Keppel,  who  resigned  the 
command  of  the  channel  fleet;  Vice  admiral  Darby  was 
appointed  second  in  command,  and  Rear>admiral  Dig- 
by  third. 

On  the  12th  of  April  a  court-martial  assembled  on 
board  his  majesty's  ship  Sandwi'^h,  in  Portsmouth  har- 
bor, to  try  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  vice-adnsiral  of  the  blue, 
previous  to  which  he  had  resigned  his  seat  at  the  admi- 
ralty board,  the  lieutenant-generalship  of  the  marines, 
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liis  government  of  Scarborough  Castle,  and  vacated  his 
seat  in  parhament. 

The  memberG  were : 

President — John  Darby,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  Esq. 

Kobert  Digby,  rear-admiral  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle 

©r  the  blue.  Joseph  Payton 

Captains,  Richard  Kempen-  Mark  Robinson*    ^ 

felt  SirC.  Goodall 

William  Baine  Robert  Linzee 

Adam  Duncan  G.R.Walters* 

J.  Cranston  J.  Colpoys/ 

The  court  continued  sitting  until  the  5  th  of  May,  Sun- 
days excepted,  when,  after  two  days  deliberation,  it 
.     passed  the  follovving  sentence : 

'*  The  order  for  the  court-martial  having  been  accom- 
panied with  the  original  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
tite  court-martial,  lately  held  for  the  trial  of  the  Hon. 
Augustus  I^eppel ;  and  reciting  that  it  appears  by  the 
said  minutes,  that  the  several  matters  were  given  in  evi- 
dence at  ihe  said  trial,  respecting  the  conduct  and  beha* 
vior  of  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  PalUser,  on  the  27 ih 
and  28th  of  July  last,  which  demand  strict  examination  ; 
the  court  proceeded  to  examine  witnesses,  touching  the 
said  several  matters,  and  to  try  him  for  the  same  ;  and 
having  maturely  considered  the  whole  also  what  the 
prisoner  has  ailedged  in  his  defence,  together  with 
what  has  been  given  in  jjpon  evidence  in  support  there- 
of, are  of  opinion  that  his  conduct  and  behavior  in 
those  days  were  in  many  respects  highly  exemplary  and 
meritorious;  at  the  same  time  cannot  help  thinking  it  was 
incumbent  upoJi  him  to  have  made  known  to  his  com* 
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inandcr  in  chief  the  disabled  state  of  the  lM)rn\idabIe, 
ubich  he  might  have  done  by  the  Fox  at  tliu  lim«  she 
joined  him,  or  by  other  mean^.  Nolwiihstanding  l):s 
omissif>n  in  that  particular,  the  court  are  of  o|)iiii()n  he 
is  not  in  any  other  respect  chargeable  with  misconduct  or 
misbehavior  on  the  days  above-mentifni«d :  and  there- 
fore Ihey  acquit  him,  and  he  is  hereby  ac(|uitted  accord- 
ingly." 

Having  already  giten  the  materia!  substance  of  Ad- 
miral Keppers  defence,  we  shall  here  give  the  reasons 
Sir  Hugh  Palliscr  publicly  assigned  in  the  Hoii>e  of 
Commons,  which  actuated  his  coi.duct  bo»h  immediately 
after  the  action,  wh«!c  the  Iwo  fleets  wete  in  f.\'j^\\i  of 
each  other,  as  well  as  the  measures  taken  by  hin»  on 
shore,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  llje  court- 
martial. 

**  The  event  of  my  trial  confirmed  me  in  Ihe  expec- 
tation with  which  I  had  before  consoled  n)ysell.  My 
judges  proved  superior  to  the  influence  of  party  and  the 
dread  of  unmerited  unpopularity,  <jischargcd  their 
office  with  a  determined  impartiality,  and  the  result  was 
a  sentence,  which  I  shall  ever  think  most  honorable  to 
me.  In  the  introductory  part  of  it  my  judges  declared 
that  my  conduct  and  behavior  were,  in  many  respect^-, 
highly  exemplary  and  meritorious.  Though  too  the 
court  had  scrutinized  into  every  part  of  my  conduct 
with  an  almost  unexampled  strictliess,  the  only  omission 
which  could  be  suggested  was,  that  I  did  not  iniorin 
the  commzujder  in  chief  of  the  disabled  stale  ol  the  For- 
midable :  but  so  far  was  the  court  from  imputing  this  to  , 
a  blameable  cause,  or  from  attributing  the  least  ill  cou- 
sequence  to  it,  that  they  stated  it  in  dubious  and  reluc- 
tant terms,  simply  pointing  it  out  ac  a  tuatter  ui  opinion ; 
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and  having  so  done,  ilicy  concluded  with  an  absolute 
accjuittal.  Indeed,  had  I  conceived  Ihat  there  was  a 
prohabihty  of^  imputing  such  an  omission  lo  me,  1 
should  have  been  ntore  rull  in  "^.y  explanalion  on  this 
liead.  I  did  take  notice  that  tnc  signal  of  distress,  ii] 
4he  fighting  instruction*;*  wa^  not  applicable,  and  that 
(he  condition  of  the  Formidable  was  so  apparent,  as  to 
make  any  information  from  me  unnecessary.  I  also  no- 
(iced  that  I  had  no  frigate  by  which  I  could  send  infor- 
mation ;  the  Milford,  which  was  the  only  frigate  in  my 
division,  having  been  taken  from  me,  by  Mr.  Kcppel, 
early  in  the  afternoon.  But  I  might  have  advanced  se- 
veral steps  further  to  obviate  the  idea  of  omission. 
Till  the  Fox  reached  me  between  seven  and  eight  at 
flight,  Mr.  Keppel's  own  conduct  did  not  leave  me  the 
least  room  to  suppose  him  ignorant  of  the  Formidable's 
inability  to  reach  the  length  of  my  station  in  the  line,  for 
he  not  only  did  not  make  any  enforcing  signal  to  signify 
his  expectation  of  seeing  my  division  in  the  line,  till 
thirteen  minutes  after  six,  when  the  signal  for  coming 
into  his  wake  was  hoisted  a  second  time ;  but  also,  on 
putting  out  the  pendants  of  several  ships  of  my  division 
at  half  an  hour  after  six,  he  did  not  think  fit  to  make  my 
pendant  one  of  the  number;  whence  I  concluded  that 
he  knew  my  condition,  and  therefore  did  not  expect  me. 
In  respect  to  afterwards  sending  information  by  the  Fox, 
if  I  had  thought  it  necessary  I  had  not  the  opportunity, 
(he  Fox  having  separated  from  me  before  I  could  finish 
what  I  had  begun  to.  say.  to  her  captain.  What  other 
means  I  could  have  devised  to  send  an  explanalion  to 
Air.  Keppel,  .time  enough  to  answer  any  purpose,  I  am 
still  io  learn ;  but  all  this  is  not  of  importance  to  me ;  tlie 
(erms   in  which  the  omission  is  stated^  with  the  acquit- 
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lal  which  follows,  sufficiently  protect  my  character, 
being  repugnant  to  the  niosl  remote  idea  of  criminal  inv 
pulation. 

**  Since  my  trial  I  have  patiently  waited  for  the  sub- 
siding of  the  public  prejudices,  and,  so  far  as  regard^ 
my  exculpation  from  the  charges  for  my  conduct  on  the 
day  of  engag(Mnent,  I  have  reason  lo  believe,  that  the 
proceedings  on  n\y  own  trial  have  opened  the  eyes  of 
many,  who,  before  they  knew  what  wa*  my  defence, 
had  been  ft«d  jced  into  an  injurious  opinion  of  me ;  and, 
1  trust  liiat  the  more  thoroughly  the  grounds  on  wbicb 
my  judges  ^cted  are  examined  and  understood,  (be 
more  convincing  the  proofs  oi  my  innocence  will  ap- 
pear.     *  . 

**  But  still  some  unfavorable  impressions  continue  to 
operate  againt  me  on  account  of  my  accusation  of  Mr. 
Keppcl,  and  for  this  I  have  been  blamed  even  by  some 
persons  of  great  respect,  who  were  far  from  being  indis- 
posed to  form  an  impartial  judgment  if  they  were  fur- 
nished with  the  necessary  materials. 

"  In  this  part  of  the  case  my  ill  fortune  exposes  me 
to  the  most  embarrassing  disadvantages.  On  the  one 
hand  there  is  a  sentence  acquitting  Admiral  Keppel  and 
declaring  my  charges  malicious  and  ill  founded;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  manner  in  which  I  was  urged  and 
driven  to  become  an  accuser,  and  the  grounds  on  which 
1  could  have  sustai  ned  my  charges,  are  not  only  ill  un- 
derstood, but,  in  truth,  have  never  yet  been  explained 
by  myself.  The  proper  time  for  discussing  this  matter 
was  when  Mr.  Keppel  was  on  his  trial,  but  then  the"  op- 
portunity was  denied  me.  The  trial  being  closed,  and 
a  judgment  of  acquittal  irrevocably  pronounced,  it  might 
seem  invidious  and  unbecoming  on  my  part  to  publish 
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to  (lie  world  what  I  should  have  ofTercd  in  support  of  my 
charges :  sucli  a   measure  I  have  therefore  declined  hi- 
therto, nor  will  I   be  ever  induced  to  adopt  it  by  any 
thing  less  than  its  being  authoritatively  called  for,  or  the 
most  apparent   impossibility  of  otherwise  raRisting  the 
bJ tempts  to  compleat  n>y  ruin  ;  but  then  the  ditficully  is 
how  to  avoid  such  an  extremity,  without  surrendering 
myself  a  quiet  victim  to  the  persecuting  spirit  ol  my 
enemies.     The  leaders  of  them  have  continually  been 
loading  my  name  with  reproaches;  and  though  some  of 
them  on  many  accounts   have  a  title  to  much  respect, 
yet  even  those  so  far  forget  all  marl'ness  of  character,  as 
to  assail  me  with  the  most  embittered  eloquence  in  this 
house,  when  it  v>as  known  (hat  I  could  not  be  present  to 
defend  myself:  now  too  that  I  am  present  they  know 
the  advantage   they  derive  from  my  being  unendowed 
with  qualifications  for  a  popular  assembly*  and  theiice 
they   are   encouraged    (o  recommence    their   attacks, 
though  surely  they  cannot  imagine  that  I  shall  sit  sliil 
vi'ithout  at  least  endeavoring  to  give  a  check  to  any  as- 
persion aimed   at  me  personally;  under  these circum* 
stances*  should  I  continue  acquiescing  in  these  public 
attacks  of  my  character  without  any  attempt  to  repel 
them*  more  especially  at  this  time  when  I  am  threatened 
with  new  efforts  to  keep  me  out  of  the  service  of  my 
country,  I   should  establish  the  credit  of  the  misrepre- 
sentations by  which  I  deem  myself  so  highly  injured; 
some  explanation  on  my  part  is,  therefore*  immediately 
requisite,  to  disappoint  my  enemies  of  the  final  accom- 
plishment of  their  designs. 

"  It  is  not*  however,  ray  intention  to  revive  the  con- 
sideration of  the  past  transactions  relative  to  Admiral 
Keppel  and  myself*  further  than  he  and  his  friends  siiail 
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compel  me  by  Iheir  hostilities.  I  am  well  convinced 
not  only  thai  very  ill  consequences  have  already  arisen 
to  the  public  service  from  the  contest  between  that  gen- 
tleman and  me,  but  that  new  mischiefs  will  be  genera- 
ted if  the  subject  is  resumed;  under  this  impression  I 
think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  make  great  sacrifices  of  my 
own  private  feelings,  rather  than  administer  the  least 
pretence  for  any  further  discussion  of  the  grievances  of 
which  the  honorable  admiral  and  I  respectively  complain: 
therefore  on  th«  jwesent  occasion  I  shall  avoid  speaking 
to  many  points,  in  which  my  character  is  interested* 
and  I  shall  keep  wiihin  much  narrower  limits  than  I 
should  prescribe  to  myself,  if  I  aimed  at  the  full  defence 
of  my  conduct  towards  the  honorable  admiral  who  is  oj,>- 
posed  to  me. 

"  The  friends  of  the  honorable  admiral,  in  their  in- 
vectives against  me,  seem  to  place  their  chief  reliance 
on  the  sentence  pronounced  by  his  courl*martial,  I 
mean  that  part  of  the  sentence  which  declares  my 
charges  malicious  and  ill  founded.  This  is  the  bitter 
spring  from  which  my  enemies  draw  poison  to  impreg- 
nate their  licentious  declamations. 

"If  the  admiral's  friends  were  content  with  appealin[|r 
to  this  sentence  as  a  testimony  of  his  innocence,  I,  on 
myvpart,  for  the  sake  of  public  tranquillity,  would  for- 
bear all  complaint  and  objections ;  but  when  the  admiial 
or  his  friends,  aiming  at  a  further  pesecution  of  me  ap- 
ply that  ^entonce  to  fix  upon  me  the  stigma  of  being  a 
false  and  malicious  accuser,  I  cannot  acquiesce  :  the  in- 
jury is  too  gross  to  be  patiently  submitted  to;  as  such  I 
feel  and  will  resist  it. 

*'  It  has  been  urged  against  me  that  I  was  too  fate  in 
my  accusation^  and  that,  if  I  had  thought  the  honorable 
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admiral  guilty  of  misconduct,  I  ought  to  have  avowed 
vny  sentiments  immediately,  and  without  waiting  (ill  he 
accused  me.     I  answer  thus:  from   the  beginning   ihe 
conduct  of  the  admiral  was  not  adequate  to  my  expecta- 
tions ;  I  thought  that  the  engagement  of  the  27  th  July 
was  injudiciously  conducted:  that  the  manner  of  carry- 
ing us  into  action   was  disorderly ;  that  there  was  too 
much  neglect  qf  manoeuvres,  too  much  contempt  of  the 
enemy,  too  much  confidence  at  first;  and  too  much  awe 
of  the  enemy,  too  much  distance  from  them,  too  much 
diffidence  of  ourselves  afterwards.     But  my  friendship 
and  esteem  fcr  the  admiral,  his  previous  services  to  his 
country,  his  high  name  in  the  world,  these  moved  mc 
(o  a  favorable  construction ;  and  thus  influenced,  I  im- 
puted the  miscarriage  of  the  day  to  error  of  judgment,  to 
ill  health,  lo  ill  advice,  to  ill  fortune,  to  every  Ihing  de- 
void   of  that  evident  and   positive  criminality  whicli 
might  force  me  to  undertake  the  painful  office  ofaccus- 
ing  one  whom  I  then  deemed  my  friend.     As  there  was 
rot  room  for  praise,  I  did  not  bestow  it ;  and  as  I  then 
conceived  that  the  admiral's  failures  might  not  be  wilful, 
I  both  avoided  public  accusation  and  most  rigidly  ab- 
stained from  secret  detraction :  but  new  lights  and  new 
occurrences  presented  lo  my  mind  a  very  different  view 
of  the  admiral's  conduct.     When  the  discontent     en- 
erea-^ed  through  the  nation  in  consequence  of  the  reilec- 
•  tion  that  a  superior  fleet  of  England  had  for  a  time  de- 
clined continuing  to  engage  an  inferior  one  of  France, 
ffnd  permitted  it  to  return  into  port,  in  the  middle  of 
summer,  unpursued,  the  officers,  relations,  friends,  and 
dependants  of  the  honorable  admiral,   thouglit  fit  to  ac- 
,  cQurt  for  this  new  phacnomenon  at  the  expense  of  my 
reputation^  and,  for  that  purposcj  some  of  them  puA)* 
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lished  to  the  worlds  that  my  defaults  had  prevented  a  se- 
cx>nd  engagement.     B<:\t)^  thus  injuriousty  attacked,  I 
both  personally  and  b^  letter  solicited  the  honorable  ad- 
miral \  J  give  a  check  to  such  aspersions ;  but  he  refused 
to  do  this  justice  to  my  character :  and  on  conversing 
with  him  and   his  first  captain,  I  found  that  they  not 
only  countenanced  the  slanders  against  me,  but  added 
to  their  number  by  refusing  to  acknowledge,   cither 
that  on  coming  out  of  the  action  I  instantly  wore  to  re- 
turn to  the  enemy,  or  that  they  had  even  once  seen  me 
on  the  proper  tack  for  (hat  purpose.     This  explanation  ' 
from  the  honorable  admiral  and  his  fitst  captain  excited 
both  astonishment  and  suspicion;  I  was  amazed  at  their 
denial  of  such  incontrovertible  facts,  and  at  the  admi- 
ral's adopting  a  language  so  inconsislent  with  the  high 
commendation  ot  me  in  his  public  letter;  ani  I  then 
saw  that  there  was  a  plot  concerted  to  destroy  my  cha- 
racter without  a  trial,  and  so  to  make  me  chargeable  for 
the  admiral's  failures.    My  feelings  on  the  occasion  were 
the  stronger,  because   I  was  conscious  that  the  chief 
part  of  the  battle  had  fallen  to  the  share  of  me  and  my  di- 
vision ;  that  I  had  set  an  example  of  forwardness  to  pur- 
sue our  blow,  by  instantly  returning  upon  the  entmy, 
and   continuing  to  stand   towards    them   again ;  that 
though  the  last  out  of  tlie  engagement,  I  .'as  advancing 
to  be  the  first  in  renewal  of  it ;  and  that  1  should  have 
had  that  honor  if  the  admiral  had  not  declined  renewing 
the  action  and  taken  his  fleet  in  a  direction  from  the 
enemy.     Under  these  circumstances  it  was  natural  that 
I  should  scrutinize  the  admiral's  conduct  more  rigidly, 
and  no  longer  see  it  with  the  partial  eyes  of  a  friend  ; 
and  on  such  a  vfew  of  the  unhappy  miscarriage,  I  at 
length  imputed  to  real  neglect  what  I  before  had  ascri- 
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bed  (0  causes  which  might  be  pardoned,  more  especial- 
ly in  consideration  of  former  services,  and  such  as  at 
first«did  not  seem  to  me  to  preclude  the  hopes  of  better 
management  in  case  of  again  meeting  the  enemy.  In- 
deed, if  in  Mr.  KeppePs  place  there  had  been  a  man  in- 
different to  me,  one  of  whom  I  had  not  before  formed  a 
very  high  opinion,  it  is  probably  that  my  mind  would 
have  shaped  a  dilferent  course  :  probably  my  first  judg- 
ment of  the  matter  might  have  been  the  same  harsh  one 
as  is  conveyed  by  the  charges  against  the  admiral.  But 
what  apology  can  he  make  for  the  lateness  of  his  accu- 
sation ;  he  who  had  the  charge  of  the  fleet  and  the  com- 
mand in  chief;  he  in  whom  the  nation  reposed  its  con- 
fidence, no!  only  for  the  discharge  of  his  own  duty,  but 
to  see  that  those  under  him  completely  performed  what 
they  owed  to  the  state  ?  What  apology  can  he  make  for 
first  praising  me  by  a  public  letter,  and  in  equal  degree 
with  Sir  Robert  Harland,  and  afterwards  accusing  me 
for  the  same  affair  ?  Shall  he  be  at  liberty  to  retract  his 
applause  and  to  substitute  accusation  for  it  ?  Shall  he  be 
allowed  to  say  that  his  heart  dictated  censure  whilst  his 
pen  wrote  praise  ?  And  shall  mere  silence  restrain  me 
from  accusation,  or  be  imputed  to  me  as  insincerity  and 
inconsistency  ? 

"  As  to  the  state  of  the  proofs  on  the  two  trials  I  pur- 
posely avoid  all  comparison,  because  that  would  be  en- 
tering into  the  merits  of  them,  which  I  think  would  at 
this  time  be  improper." 

On  the  1st  of  May  Rear-admiral  Arbuthnot  sailed 
from  Spithead  with  a  squadron  of  ships  of  war,  having 
tinder  his  convoy  the  trade  bound  to  North  America 
find  Newfoundland,  the  whole  consisting  of  near  300 
saiK    On  his  passage  down  channel,  he  fell  in  with  the 
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vessel  which  had  been  sent  express  from  Jersey  to  Eng- 
land with  the  account  of  the  imminent  danger  that 
island  was  in,  by  an  atlack  from  the  French.  The  ad- 
miral conceiving  that  the  loss  of  tlvis  valuable  island 
might  reflect  censure  upon  him,  while  he  commanded 
a  force  in  the  channel,  ordered  the  convoy  to  wait  for 
him  in  Torbay,  and  proceeded  to  the  relief  of  Jersey. 
In  consequence  of  thM  delay,  and  a  continuance  of  wes- 
terly winds,  the  convoy  did  not  get  clear  of  the  channel 
before  the  end  of  June. 

On  the  13lh  of  May  Sir  James  Wallace,  in  his  ma* 
jesty's  ship  Experiment,  of  50  guns,  with  two  frigates, 
the  Pallas,  36  guns,  Thomas  Spry,  and  the  Unicorn, 
'JO  guns,  John  Ford  ;  and  two  armed  brigs,  the  Cabot, 
12  guns,  Edmund  Dodd,  and  the  Fortune,  12  guns, 
pursued  into  Concale  bay  three  French  frigates,  a  cutter, 
and  several  small  craft.  Eager  to  place  the  Experiment 
close  to  a  battery  which  was  in  the  bay,  and  the  pilots 
refusing  to  venture  the  ship  so  near  in.  Sir  James  Wal- 
lace took  the  risk  upon  himself,  and  boldly  laid  her  on 
shore  abreast  of  the  battery,  which  he  very  soon  silenced, 
and  compelled  the  crews  of  the  French  frigates  to  aban- 
don their  ships ;  the  armed  boats  of  the  squadron  board* 
ed,  and  brought  off  one  of  the  frigates ;  the  other 
two,  with  a  cutter  and  several  small  vessels,  were  des- 
troyed, viz. 
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On  llie  4lHof  June,  the  French  fleet,  under  "the  com- 
mand of  M.  D  Orviliiers,  consisting  of  twenty-eight  sail 
of  (he  line,  and  several  frigates,  sailed  from  Brest  to  join 
the  Spanish  fleet  at  Cadiz. 

On  the  16th  a  pruchiination  was  is<iued  to  commence 
hostilities  against  Spain,  in  consequence  of  the  hostile 
manifesto  presented  to  «he  British  Court,  by  the  Mar- 
quis D'Almadoveri  the  Spanish  ambassador. 

On  the  same  day  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Hardy  sailed 
with  the  channel  fleet  from  Spitbead,  to  cruise  in  the 
bay. 

On  the  15th  of  August  the  combined  fleets,  consisimg 
of  sixty-six  sail  of  (he  line,  having,  by  some  unaccount- 
able event,  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Brtlish  fleet,  at 
this  time  cruizing  in  tbelSoundings,  entered  (he  channeli 
and  paraded  two  or  three  days  before  Plynnouth.  Some 
French  frigates  anchored  in  Cawsand  hay,  and  captured 
a  few  coasting  vessels. 

On  the  1 6th  of  August,  the  ArdetM.  of  64  guns, 
conntanded  by  Captain  Philip  Boteler,  stan^^ng  down 
channel,  fell  in  with  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  mUtaking  it 
fur  the  British,  was  surrounded,  and  taken  in  tight  of 
Plymouth.  ^ 

Strong  easterly  winds  which  blew  for  several  days, 
forced  the  enemy's  fleet  out  of  the  channel,  and  also  pre- 
vented Sir  Charles  Hardy  from  getting  in.  On  the  SHt 
of  August  the  wind  shifted  to  the  westward,  and  the 
British  fleet  gained  the  entrance  of  the  channel  in  sight 
of  the  combined  fleets,  without  their  being  able  to  pre- 
vent it.  The  enemy  followed,  we  cannot  $ay  jjursued, 
our  fleet  until  sun-set,  when  being  a  little  to  the  east- 
ward of  Falhiouth,  they  hauled  to  the  south  west,  and 
stood  out  of  the  channel.     Sir  Charles  Hardy  proceeded 
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off  Ihe  Edvstone,  where  he  anchored  the  fleet  to  wait 
the  return  of  the  flood  tide  ;  and  the  next  morning  an- 
chored at  Spithead. 

On  the  t4th  of  September,  his  majest);*s  ship  Pearl, 
of  32  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  George  Montagu, 
being  on  a  cruize  off  the  Western  Islands,  at  six  in  the 
morning  discoverd  a  large  ship  in  the  N.  W.  which  at 
half  past  nine  being  then  six  leagues  of  Corvo,  he 
came  up  with,  and  brought  to  close  action,  which 
continued  till  half  past  eleven,  when  she  struck,  and 
^foved  to  be  the  Santa  Amonica  Spanish  frigate,  of 
32  guns,  and  27 1  men,  thirty-eight  of  whom  were  killed, 
and  forty-five  wounded.  The  Pearl  had  twelve  killed, 
and  nineteen  wounded. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  Captain  Richard  Pearson* 
of  his  majesty's  ship  Scrapis,  of  40  guns,  and  the  Coun- 
tess of  Scarborough  armed  ship  of  20  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  Piercy,  being  close  in  with  Scarborough, 
with  a  large  convoy  ;  the  bailiff  of  that  corporation  sent 
off  to  inform  Captain  Pearson  that  a  flying  squadron  of 
the  ene ny's  ships  had*been  seen  from  thence  the  day  be- 
fore, siiinding  to  the  southward.  Upon  receiving  this 
intelligence.  Captain  Pearson  instantly  made  the  signal 
for  the  convoy  to  bear  down  under  his  lee ;  and  although 
he  repeated  it,  they  still  kept  stretching  out  from  under 
Flamborough  head  till  between  twelve  and  one»  when 
the  headmost  ship  of  the  convoy  got  sight  of  the  enemy 
which  were  in  chace  of  them  ;  they  then  tacked  and 
stood  in  sliore,  letting  fly  their  top  gaHant  sheets,  and 
firing  guns.  Captain  Pearson  made  sail  to  windward, 
to  get  between  the  enemy's  ships  and  the  convoy.  At 
«no  o'clock  they  w^ere  seen  from  the  Serapis's  mast- 
head ;  and  at  four  were  discovered  fiom  the  deck  to  be 
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three  large  ^hips  and  a  brig.  The  Countess  of  Scar- 
borough being  close  in  shore  with  the  convoy,  Captain 
Pearson  made  the  signal  for  her  to  join  him,  and  for  the 
convoy  to  mai;e  the  best  oF  their  way. 
.  At  half  past  five  the  Countt:ss  of  Scarborough  having 
joined.  Captain  Pearson  tacked  and  laid  the  ships'  heads 
in  shore,  for  the  better  protection  of  his  convoy.  The 
enemy  still  bearing  down,  whose  torce  he  now  per- 
ceived to  be  a  f.wo-decked  ship,  and' two  frigates.  At 
about  twenty  minutes  past  seven,  the  largest  'ship 
brought  to  on  the  Serapis's  larboard  bow,  within  mus- 
ket shot.  Captain  Pearson  hailed  to  ask  what  ship  it 
was,  he  was  answered  the  Princess  Royal;  upon  re- 
plying evasively  toolher  questions,  an  action  soon  com- 
menced, and  after  discharging  two  or  three  broadside;!, 
the  enemy  backed  his  top  sails',  aid  dropped  within 
pistol-shot  on  the  Serapis's  quarter,  then  filled  again, 
.and  attempted  to  board  her;  but  being  repulsed,  she 
she(;red  oflf:  Captain  Pearson,  in  order  to  get  square 
with  the  enemy  again,  backed  his  topsails ;  which  was 
no  sooner  obserVed  by  the  enemy,  then  he  filled,  put 
his  helm  a-weather,  and  laid  the  Serapis  athwart  hawse, 
where  she  continued  some  little  time,  till  the  jib  boom 
giving  way,  they  dropped  along  side  of  each  other 
head  apd  stern,  and  so  close  that  the  muzzles  of  the 
guns  touched ifach  other's  sides.  In  this  position  the 
action  continued  with  great  fury  from  half  past  eight 
till  half  past  ien  ;  during  which  time  the  Serapis  was 
set  on  fire  ten  or  twelve  times,  by  combustibles  thrown 
in  upon  her  decks,  and  other  parts  of  she  ship  ;  and  ii 
was  with  the  greatest  diflFiculty,  and  exertion  that  at 
times  the  flames  were  extinguished.  About  half  past 
nine,  either  frgm  a  hand  grenade  being  thrown  into  one 
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M(  (hek)wer  dfeck  ports,  or  some  other- accident,  a  car- 
tridge of  powder  was  set  on  fire,  the  flames  of  which 
communicated  (h)m  cartridge  to  cartridge  all  tlie  way 
afl«  and  blew  up  the  whole  of  the  officers  and  people 
that  were  quartered  abaft  the  main  mast ;  this  dreadful 
misfortune  rendered  a! I  those  guns  useless  the  remainder 
of  the  action.  At  the  same  time  the  largest  of  the  two 
frigates  kept  constantly  sailing  round,  and  raking  the 
Sefapis  ovilh  so  much  etfcct,  that  almost  every  man  on 
ihe quarter  and  main  decks  were  killed  or  wounded. 
At  ten  the  enemy  called  for  quarter  ;  but  on  Captain 
Pearson  hailing  to  enquire  if  they  had  struck,  and  no 
answer  being  given,  he  ordered  the  boarders  to  board 
her ;  but  tlie  moment  they  were  on  board,  a  superior 
number  of  the  enemy  were  discovered  concealed  witH 
pikes  in  their  handsj  ready  to  receive  them.  Upon  this 
the  Serapis's  crew  retreated  to  their  ship,  and  instantly 
flew  to,  their  guns;  but  the  frigate  again  pouring  a 
broadside  into  her  st^rn  with  great  eflTect,  and  the  main 
fnast  fallitig  at  the  ,same  time,  without  being  al)le  to 
get  ai  single  gun  to  bear  upon  her.  Captain  Pearson 
Was  under  the  painful  necessity  of  ordering  the  colours 
to  be  struck,  tifls  was  immedfately  escorted  witti  his 
first  lieufenatit,  on-  board  the  ship  alongside,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  of  40  guns,  and 
375  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Paul  Jones.  The 
jf^igsite  which  also  engaged'lhe  Serapis,  was  the  AIK<* 
tSice^  of  40  guns,  and  300  men.  Upon  Captain  Pear-^ 
aon  going  on'  board  the  Bon  Homme  Richttrd,  he  found 
her  in  the  gr^te$i  distress ;  her  quarters  and  courlter 
wereientirely  drove  Tn,  ''ifife  whole  of  her  lower  deck 
j|ufis  dismounted ;  she  was  also  pti  fire  in  two  places^ 
Wkh  six  or' seven  feet  wd%  in  theWold,  which  kept  in- 
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creasing  upon  >tn  so  much,  that  Ihe  next  day  (hey 
vrere  obliged  is.  quit  her,  and  she  sunk,  with  a  great 
Dumber  of  her  wounded  men  on  board. ,,  The  loss  she 
sustained  was  306  killed  and  wounded.  The  Serapis 
49  killed,  and  6S  wounded. 

During  this  obstinate  and  bloody  contest*  Captain 
Piercy  was  gallantly  and  closely  engaged  with  tiie 
Pallas,  a  French  frigate  of  32  guns,  and  275  men,  and 
the  Vengeance  brig,  of  12  guns,  and  70  men  ;  but  per- 
ceiving another  frigate  bearing  down,  he  was  obliged 
to  surrender  after  bravely  defending  the  king's  ship  for 
two  hours.  She  had  4  men  killed  and  20  wounded. 
The  enemy  carried  their  prizes  into  the  Texel.  This 
squadron  was  fitted  out  and  sailed  from  Fort  L'Orient  in 
July,  under  the  command  of  Paul  Jones :  they  had  on 
board  300  English  prisoners,  whoni  they  had  taken  in 
diflferent  vessels  during  their  crj^ize. 

Upon  Captain  Pearson's  return  to  England,  His  Ma- 
jesty conferred  on  him  the  honour  of  knighthood.  The 
Koyal  Exchange  Assurance  Company  presented  him 
with  a  piece  of  plate  value^  lOOl.  ,and  another  of 
fifty  to  Captain  Piercy.  The  corporation  of  Hull  also 
presented  them  with  the  freedom  of  that  town. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  His  Majesty's  ship  Quebec, 
of  32  guns.  Captain  George  Farmer,  in  company  witl\ 
the  Rambler  cutter.  Lieutenant  George,  being  about 
fifteen  leagues  to  the  south-west  of  Uijiant,  at  day-break 
discovered  a  large  French  frigate.  La  SuryoiUante,  of 
28  guns  eighteen-pounders,  and  12  six-pounders,  and 
a  cutter.  At  ten  o'iplock  the  frigates  got  close  alongside 
each  other,  and  began  a  most  li^rious  engagement,  which 
continued  for  three  hours  and  a  half;  both  wer«  totally 
dismasted  and  on  board  of  each  other;  unfortunately 


OR,  RBGISTKR  OP  N  AV  At  ACTtONS. 


52r 


(he  Quebec  by  firing  through  her  5aits  (which  were 
lying  over  the  side)  took  fire,  and  the  sFtip  was  soon  in 
flames,  which  in  spite  of  every  effort  could  not  be.  cxtin* 
quished  ;  she  continued  to  burn  with  unremitting  fury 
till  six  in  the  evening,  when  she  blew  up  with  her  co- 
lours tlying  ;  her  brave  commander,  with  most  of  his 
gallant  officers  and  crew  perished.  It  is  said  that  Capt. 
Farmer  was  strverely  wounded,  and  was  frequently  so- 
licited to  quit  his  ship  ;  but  remained  fixed  in  iiis  reso- 
lution of  sharing  in  the  fate  of  his  bold  companions. 
We  are  told  that  iie  threw  himself  into  the  sea,  but 
was  so  extremely  weak  from  the  loss  of  blood  that  he 
idon  perished.  The  Rambler  brought  the  French  cutter 
to  action  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  continued  closely  eri* 
gaged  with  her  till  near  two,  when  the  Frenchman  set 
•11  his  sail  and  bore  away  ;  the  Rambler's  rigging  and 
sails  were  so  much  damaged  that  it  was  in  vain  tp  pur- 
sue, and  at  this  moment  seeing  the  disabled  stale  of  the 
two  frigates,  and  that  the  Quebec  was  on  fire,  she 
hastened  to  her  relief;  but  being  at  some  distance  to 
leeward,  with  liitle  wind  and  a  great  swell,  she  was 
unable  to  render  her  any  other  assistance  than  that  of 
sending  her  boat ;  which  brought  on  board  two  mid* 
shipmen  and  fourteen  seamen :  a  Russian  vessel  provi- 
dentially passing  the  wreck,  saved  thirteen  more  of  the 
crew.  •■   . 

Lieutenant  George  incautiously  mentions  in  his  letter 
as  a  reason  for  not  endeavouring  to  save  more  of  this 
unfortunate  crew,  that  the  enemy's  frigate  fired  at  his 
boat  in  passing  from  the  Quebec  to  the  cutter.  This 
circumstance  was  soon  after  happily  eleared  up,  muc^ 
to  the  honour  and  humanity  of  a  brave  and  generous 
enemy^  who,  while  in  the  act  of  towing  their  ship  out 
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of  the  reach  of  the  flames,  saved  the  lives  of  Mr.  Ro- 
berts the  first  lieutenant,  the  .second  lieutenant  of  ma- 
riiies,  the  surgeon,  and  thirty-six  of  the  crew.  Lieut. 
Qeorge  evidently  mistook  the  guns  of  the  Quebec, 
which  went  off  as  they  became  heated*  for  those  of  the 
enemy. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Hardy 
sailed  from  Spithcad  on  a  tn^uize  with  the  channel  fleet. 

On  the  I  Ith  of  November,  Captain  Fairfax,  in  His 
Majesty's  ship  Tartar,  of  28  guns,  and  200  men,  being 
on  a  cruize  vviih  the  squadron  under  Commodore  John- 
stone, oflf  Cape  Finisterre,  was  directed  tochace  a  sail; 
which  he  soon  came  up  vviih,  and  after  a  short  action 
she  struck,  and  proved  to  be  the  Santa  Margaritta, 
Spanish  frigate,  of  28  guns,  and  277  men,  commanded 
by  Don  Andre  de  Viana.  The  enemy  had  one  man 
killed,  and  three  wounded.     The  Tartar  none. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  His  Majesty's  ship  Hus- 
sar, of  2S  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Elliot  Salter, 
in  company  with  the  Chatham,  of  50  guns.  Captain 
William  Allen,  having  under  their  convoy  the  trade 
from  Lisbon,  felt  in  with  a  large  Spanish  ship,  which 
Captain  Salter  came  up  with  the  next  morning,  and 
after  an  action,  which  ^continued  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  struck,  and  proved  to  be  the  Nostra  Senora  del 
Buen  Consegio  register  ship,  pierced  for  64  guns, 
mounting  26  twelve-pounders  and  170  men,  from  Lima, 
bound  to  Cadiz;  notwithstanding  her  having  landed 
most  of  the  treasure  at  Fyal,  she  proved  a  rich  prize. 
The  enemy  had  twenty-seven  men  killed,  and  eight 
t^ounded.  The  Hussar  had  four  killed,  and  ten  wounded. 

The  following  privateers  were  also  very  fortunate  in 
capturing  three  register  ships; 
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In  September  (he  Amazon,  of  Liverpool,  and  the 
Ranger,  of  Bristol,  after  an  obstinate  engagement  of 
two  hours,  captured  the  Santa  Incas  Spanish  man  of 
war,  commanded  by  Don  Radosso,  from  Manilla,  bound 
ia  Cadis;  the  was  suppoied  to  be  the  rijbhest  ship  taken 
since  the  Manilla  ship,  by  Lord  Anson. 

Thf  Dart,  of  Dartmouth,  mounting  I^  guns  and  60 
men,  took,  without  any  rissistance,  the  N.  S.  de  Piedat 
Spanish  ship,  of  16  guns  and  70  men.  She  had  on 
boafd  Ii2,II7  silver  dollars,  38,944'  dollars  in  gold 
donbloons,  thirty-five  ingots  of  gold,  and  five  ingots  of 
silver,  besides  a  great  quantity  of  other  valuable  mcr* 
chandize. 

The  Antigallican  capture  and  carried  Into  Lisbon  a 
Targe  Spanish  ship  from  the  Havannah,  bound  to  Cadiz, 
vslued  at  200,0001.^ 

On  the  26th  of  December,  Admiral  Sir  George 
Brydges  Rodney  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  and  was  joined 
off  Plymouth  by  eight  sail  of  the  line,  two  frigates  and 
a  cutter. 

On  the  29th,  Captain  Fielding,  with  a  squadron 
under  his  comraan;i,  put  to  sea  frcm  St.  Helen's  in 
quest  of  a  Dutch  convoy,  which  was  expected  to  pasa 
down  the  channel,  bound  to  Brest  with  naval  stores. 

Large  sums  of  money  were  subscribed  this  year  in  all 
the  trading  towns  and  cities  in  the  kingdom  for  the  man- 
ning the  liavy.  The  EasiJr^dia  Company  came  for* 
ward  with  the  greatest  jiberality,  olfering  a  bounty  foe 
the  raisiiigof  6000  "eainen,  and  built  at  their  own  ex* 
pence  for  government  three  fine  seventy-four  gun  ships^ 
which  they  named  the  Ganges,  Carnatic^  and  Bombay 
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An  order  w&s  issued  from  the  court  of  France  to  all 
Its  naval  commanders,  &c.  not  to  molest  or  interrupt 
the  British  circi;mn;.vigat(>rt:.  Captains  Cook  and 
Clarke. 

Rear-admiral  Gembier  having  returned  home,  from 
North  America  (of  which  we  $hall  now  ^eak)»  the 
command  of  His  Majesly's  squadron  on  that  station 
devolved  on  Sir  Georgfj  Collier,  who,  in  conjunction 
-with  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  planned  an  expedition 
to  the  Chesapeak,  'and  a  descent  upon  i\tt  coast  of 
Virginia, 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1779,  the  town  of  Savannah 
capitulated,  and  the  whole  province  of  Georgia  was 
Veduced  to  obedience  by*^'aptain  Hyde  Parker  and 
Colonel  Campbell,  who  haa  Oeen  dispatched  from  Ne;v 
York  on  the  27th  )f  November  last^  with  a  small  squa- 
dron and  a  body  of  troops  for  this  particular  service. 
Sixteen  sail  of  vessel'i  of  different  descriptions  were 
taken  or  destroyed.  > 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  British  during  the  attack 
n^as ;  the  navy,  I  killed,  5  wounded ;  thie  array,  2  cap- 
tains, 5  rank  and  file  killed ;  1  lieutenant,  Itt  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  Sir  George  Collier  sailed 
jR'om  New  York  with  a  squadron  of  ships  of  war,  and 
several  transports  having  on  board  a  body  of  troops  under 
command  of  Major-general  Mathew.  The  fleet  having 
entered  Hampton  road,  Sir  George  Collier  shifted  his 
pendant  into  a  frigate,  and  proceeded  up  Elizabeth 
river  with  the  smaller  ships  Of  war  and  transports, 
leaving  the  Raisunablc  and  some  armed  tenders  m 
Hampton  road  to  block  up  that  port*    On  the  iOth  of 
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May  the  troops  were  landed.,  and  meeting  with  very^ 
litllc  opposition,  in  less  than  a  fortnight  they  destroyed 
the  towns  of  Norfolk,  Sutfuik,  Portsmouth,  Gosport, 
and  several  others  of  lesser  note,  together  with  the  ma- 
gassincs  filled  with  provisions  and  stores  for  the  American 
ermy.  One  hundred  and  thirty  ships  and  vessels  of  va- 
rious descriptions  were  also  taken  or  destroyed  ;  among 
the  number  were  two  large  French  ships  loaded  witb 
1000  hogsheads  of  tobacco.  Some  ships  on  the  stocks 
were  burnt,  and  a  quantity  of  naval  stores  brought  off 
with  seventeen  prizes.  Towards  the  end  of  May  tbn 
i)eet  and  prmy  returned  to  New  York,  having  first  de^ 
molisbed  Fort  Nelson,  and  burnt  the  sjiore-hoases  and 
other  buildings  in  the  dock^yatd  at  Gosport. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  Sir  George  CoUier  sailed  up 
the  North  river  to  co-operaie  wUh  a  detachmeQi  of 
troops  under  the  command  of  Major-general  Vaugban. 
The  strong  posts  at  Stoncy  Point,  For^La  Fayette,  and 
Varplanks,  were  taken  from  the  enemy,  and  being  pat 
into  a  state  of  defence.  Sir  George  Collier  retarned  to 
New  York ;  and  soon  after  another  expedition  was  un* 
dertaken  to  the  roast  of  Connecticut,  where  the  enemy 
had  fitted  out  a  great  number  of  small  privateers,  which 
very  much  distressed  the  trade  to  and  from  New  York) 
for  this  service  1000  troops  were  embarked  under  the 
command  of  Governor  Tryon  and  Brigadier-general 
Garth. 

On  the  5ih  of  July,  Sir  George  Collier  anchored 
with  the  squadron  off  Newhaven;  the  troops  wece 
Immedkialy  landed  and  possession  taken  of  the  towti 
without  much  opposition  j  after  destroying  the  forf^ 
naval  and  military-  stores,  the  troops  were  re-embarked, 
and  proceeded  to  Fairfield,  Norwalkj  and  Greenfield^ 
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meeting  here  with  a  greater  resistance  from  tne  enemy 
than  at  the  former  place ;  these  towns  were  tolalljjr  de- 
stroyed, with  a  considerable  number  of  ships,  both  fi- 
nished and  on  the  stocks ;  a  still  greater  of  whale  boats 
and  small  craft,  together  with  merchandize  and  stores 
to  a  large  amount.  ^     , 

;  On  the  13th  of  July,  the  fleet  returned  to  New  York, 
The  loss  sustained  on  this  expedition  did  not  exceed  in 
killed  and  wounded  1^0  men.  (      i 

About  the  middle  of  June,  Coloi^iel  Macleane  sailed 
from  Halifax  with  600  troops,  escorted  by  three  sloops 
of  war,  (the  Albany  of  14  gunsi  the  North  of  14  guns, 
%nd  Nautilus,  16  guns,)  to  the  river  Penobscot,  where 
on  his  arrival  he  established  a  strong  post  extremely 
welt  chosen  for  annoying  the  enemy.  The  Americans 
at  Bost»n>  greatly  alarmed  at  this  transaction,  gave  im- 
mediate^ orders  for  the  equipment  of  an  expedition  to 
the  Penobscot,  tile  command  of  which  was  given  to 
Commodore  Saltenstall  and  General  Lovell.  This  fleet 
consisting  of  thirty>seven  sail,  arrived  in  the  river, 
July  07,  and  began  to  cannonade  the  sloops  of  war  and 
lottery,  which  was  so  ably  returned,  that  the  enemy, 
in  their  repeated  attempts  to  land,  were  repulsed.  On 
the  third  day  they  however  succeeded,  under  cover  oT 
»  roost  furious  cannonade,  which  obliged  the  picquets 
to  retire  into  the  fort.  The  attack  was  now  carried  on 
with  great  spirit  on  both  sides  until  the  night  of  the 
tSlh  of  August,  when  on  a  sudden  the  American  fire 
ceased.  At  day-light,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  to 
the  astonishment  of  the  garrison,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  enemy  had  abandoned  their  works,  and  re-embarked 
thdtr  troops  and  artillery.  This  mystery  was  soon 
cleared  up  by  the  appeararice  of  Sir  George  CoULer 
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will)  a  squadron  of  ships  of  war  entering  the  river; 
who  iAamcdiately  on  receiving  the  intelligence  of  the 
attack  at  Penobscot  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook  to  its  re* 
licf>  August  3.  Commodore  Saltcnstall  at  first  drew 
up  his  squadron  and  made  a  shew  of  resistance ;  but  on 
the  approach  of  the  British  frigates,  his  resolution  soon 
failed,  and  a  most  ignominious  flight  took  place,  which 
terminated  in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  whole 
American  squadron,  amounting  to  nineteen  armed  ves- 
sels and  twenty-four  transports,  including  two  taken  by 
the  squadron  on  its  passage. 

Soon  after  Sir  George  Collier's  return  to  New  York, 
Vice-admiral  Arbuthnot  arrived  from  England,  and  took 
on  bim  the  command  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  9th  of  September,  the  Count  D'Estaing  an* 
chored  with  tbe  French  fleet,  consisting  of  about  forty 
sail,  including  transports,  off  the  bar  of  Tybee»  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Savannah ;  tliis  armament  was  <in* 
tended  for  the  reduction  of  Georgia. 

The  Experiment  of  50  guns,  commanded  by  Sir 
James  Wallace,  on  her  passage  from  New  York  to 
Savannah  with  supplies,  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in 
with  the  French  fleet;  and  after  a  most  gallant  defence* 
insight  of  the  whole  lleet,  was  obliged  to  surrender  to 
the  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  The  Experiment,  a 
few  days  before,  had  been  dismasted  in  a  heavy  gale  of 
wind  which  rei.  lered  flight  impracticable. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Ariel,  of  20  guns,  Capt.  Thomas 
Mackenzie,  after  a  most  desperate  action  with  the 
Amazon  of  36  guns,  shared  the  same  fhle. 

The  French  troops  now  formed  a  junction  with  those 
ef  America  from  Charlestuwn,  under  General  Lincoln^ 
and,  Major-^neral  Prevost,  who  commanded  His  Man 
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jesty's  forces  in  the  Province  of  Georgia,  having  re- 
ceived intelligence  from  Tybee,  September  4,  (hat 
five  !«Bit  of  French  men  of  war,  with  some  sloops  and 
schooner8>  were  off  the  bar ;  orders  were  sent  to  all 
the  outposts  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  join; 
and,  as  it  were  suspected  that  th»  enomy  would  push 
their  frigates  into  Port  Royal  Bay  and  cut  off  the  com- 
niunication  with  Beaufort ;  an  order  was  sent  to  the 
Hon.  Captain  Mailland,  commanding  there,  forthwith 
to  evacuate  that  place  and  cross  to  Hilton  Head  Island, 
from  whence,  if  not  stopped  by  a  further  order,  he  was 
to  proceed  to  Savannah.  The  officer  charged  with  this 
order,  was  taken  by  the  Americans  going  through  Skull 
Creek:  however,  as  the  French  disappeared,  Colonel 
Maitiand  was  next  day  directed  to  remain.  On  the 
6(h,  the  French  ships  re- appeared  with  an  additihn  of 
one^  and  from  the  Northward.  On  the  7th  and  8th, 
ilm  enemy's  fleet  encreased  to  forty-two  sail,  (he  greater 
pari  men  of  war.  Vhe  next  day  there  were  fifty-four 
vessels  off  the  bar:  and  a  very  superior  force  approach- 
ing (he  bar,  (he  Fanny  and  Rose,  of  20  guns  each,  and 
the  Keppel  and  Germaine  armed  vessels^  were  obliged 
to  retire  towards  town.  Four  large  frigates  came  over 
the  bar.  On  the  12ih,  several  French  and  American 
Vessels  came  over  Ossiban  bar.  Vigorous  preparations 
were  now  made  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  Some 
masters  of  transports  and  a  privateer  with  their  men, 
i,«ade  voluntarily  offers  of  their  services.  Captaia 
"Wi^tsr.i,  of  the  Tweed  ;  Tate,  of  the  Nancy ;  Higgiv>s, 
of  the  Betsy  ;  Mr.  Manby  a  merchant  of  Jamaica;  all 
had  (heir  posts  assigned  :  the  seamen  on  the  batteries, 
the  marines  joined  to  the  6th  grenadiers.  On  the  16th, 
tbe  Count  D'Estaing  sent  a  most  vaun(in||$ummons  to 
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the  garriion  at  Savannah,  demanding  its  immediate  sur« 
render.  Genera!  Prevost  required  twenty-four  hours 
deliberation,  which  was  granted.  The  enemy  having 
been  in  possession  of  the  ship  channel.  Colonel  Mait- 
land  had  been  obliged  to  come  round  Dawfuskie  and 
land  on  (he  marshes,  dragging  his  boat  empty  through  a 
cut,  got  into  Savannah  River  above  the  enemy,  and 
was  thus  enabled  to  join  General  Prcvosl :  the  of^CQi^B, 
seamen,  and  marines,  with  the  guns  from  i\\e  ships  of 
war  were  landed,  and  the  works  put  in  tl)e  best  possible 
state  of  defence.  His  Majesty's  ships  the  Rose  and 
Savannah  were  sunk  on  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  the 
river«  to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  enemy's  ships-  At 
the  expiration  of  Ihe  time  allotted,  an  answer  was  re- 
turned to  the  French  commander,  that  the.garrison  were 
determined  to  defend  themselves  to  the  last  man.  Upon 
the  signal  gun  being  fired  for  the  recommencement  ol 
hostilities,  nothing  could  prevent  the  usual  ardour  of* 
the  British  seamen  from  expressing  their  joy  by  three 
loud  cheers  from  the  batteries. 

The  siege  was  prosecuted  with  the  greatest  vigour ; 
at  length  the  enemy  began  to  be  considerably  weakened 
and  disheartened  by  repeated  attacks,  in  all  of  which 
they  were  repulsed  with  great  slaughter ;  the  fleet  and^ 
army  became  also  extremely  sickly,  which  much  conr 
tributed  to  reduce  their  strength.  On  the  18(h  of  Oc- 
tober, upon  the  clearing  up  of  a  fog,  it  was  discovered 
that  ihe  French  and  Americans  had  abandoned  their 
camps  the  preceding  night,  and  to  prevent  beitig  over- 
taken in  iheir  retreat,  had  broken  down  all  the  bridges. 
The  wreck  of  the  French  army  was  re-embarked,  and 
on  the  1st  of  November  the  Count  D'Estaing  departed 
with  a  part  of  his  fleet  for  Europe,  and  sent  the  re- 

6 


f.. 


^  ■   ' 


13$ 


I'HE    VRlTtSH  TRIDENt; 


)  } 


■  i 


tnalnder  to  the  West  Indies.  The  French  army  Is  said 
to  have  contisted  of  4,800  regular  troops,  besides  tnu- 
latloes  and  free  negroes  brought  from  (he  West  Indies. 
The  American  army  under  General  Lincoln  to  about 
8000  men.  The  loss  the  French  sustained  on  this  ex< 
peditjon  is  computed  at  1500  men. 
^  Rear-admiral  Edvvards  commanded  His  Majesty's 
squadron  at  Newfoundland,  whose  cruizers  were  very 
vigilant  in  protecting  the  fishery  and  trade  from  the  de- 
}>redations  of  the  enemy's  privateers. 

On  (he  14th  of  July,  Captain  Samuel  Reeve,  of  His 
Majesty's  ship  Surprize,  of  28  guns,  lying  in  St,  John's 
harbour,  received  intelligence  of  an  American  privateer 
being  off  that  port ;  he  immediately  slipped  his  cables, 
and  went  in  pursuit  of  her;  afler  a  short  chace  she 
was  captured,  and  proved  to  be  the  Wild  Cat,  from 
Boston,  mounting  i  4  giins  and  75  men.  Tlie  preced- 
ing day  she  had  taken  the  Egmont  schooner,  commaml- 
ed  by  Lieutenant  Gardiner,  wHb  with  20  of  his  men 
were  on  board  the  privateer. 

On  the  I3(h  of  Oc(ober,  Captain  Reeve  also  cap- 
tured 0*0  the'banks  of  Newfoundland,  (he  Jason  and 
Monmouth  Antepican  privateers,  the  first  a  ship  of  20 
nine- pounders,  the  last,  a  brig  of  14  six-pounders,  and 
€5  men.  , 

•  4Iis  Mnjesty's  ship  Licome;  of  32  guns,  commanded 
by  the  Honourable  Captain  Cadogan,  took,  after  ^i 
action  of  half  atn  hour,  L'Audacieuse  French  privateer, 
of  24  six-pounders,  and  104  men,  twenty-two  of  whom 
were  killed, , and  17  wounded.  On  the  same  cruize 
Captain  Cadogan  took  (he  General  Sullivati  Aiserican 
privateer,  of  24  six-pounders,  and  106  men. 


;i  . 


0R«  RBGISTER  OP  NAVAL  ACTIONS. 


337 


tVe  shall  now  revert  !o  the  We^  Indies,  where  Vice- 
admiral  Byron  arrived  on  {h€  6th  of  January,  and  joinec 
Rear-admiral  Barrington  at  St.  Lucia  with  nine  sail  of 
the  litie. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  His  Majesty's  sloop  the 

Weazle  of  14*  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Lewis 

Robinson,  h^v'fng  dispatches  on  board  from  Admiral 

,  Barrington,    fell  in  with,  and  was  captured  off  St. 

{^ustatia,  by  La  Boudeuse  French  frigate  of  36 -guns. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  Captain  Vincent,  in  the  Yar- 
mouth, of  64  guns,  being  on  a  cruize  off  the  island  of 
Antigua,  about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  discovered 
and  chased  six  sail :  at  nine  Captain  Vincent  came  up 
with  the  largest,  which  upon  being  hailedr  hoisted 
American  colours,  and  fired  her  broadside  into  the  Yar- 
mouthy  she  continued  to  engage  for  about  twenty  mi* 
nutes,  when  on  a  sudden  she  blew  up;  being  very,  near 
to  the  Yarmouth,  a  great  part  of  the  wreck  fell  on  board 
her,  which  cut  her  rigging  and  sails  to  pieces,  killed 
five  men,  and  wounded  twelve  others.  On  the  12th 
Captain  Vincent  being  in  chace,  saw  a  large  piece  of 
a  wreck  wfth  four  men  on  it,  upon  which  he  gave  up 
the  chace,  and  bore  down  to  pick  them  up.  They 
proved  to  be  the  only  remaining  part  of  the'  unfortu* 
nate  crew  of  the  ship  which  had  blown  up  while  en* 
gaging  the  Yarmouth.  These  poor  wretches  had  sub« 
sisted  on  nothing  but  rain  water,  which  they  had  caught 
in  a  piece  of  an  old  blanket.  Captain  Vincent  learnt 
from  them,  that  the  ship  was  the  Randolph  American 
privateer,  of  36  guns,  and  305  men. 

Towards  the  middle  of  June,  a  very  considerable 
fleet  of  merchantmen  *having  assembled  at  St.  Christo- 
pher's from  the  different  West  India  Islands,  bound  ta 
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England*  Induced  Vice-admiral  Byron  to  consider  il  an 
object  of  the  greatest  importance  that  they  should  be 
safely  conveyed  clear  of  the  islands ;  he  therefore  about 
the  end  of  the  month,  sailed  with  his  whole  force.  On 
his  return  to  St.  Lucia  on  the  1st  of  July,  the  admiral 
received  intelligence  that  the  island  of  St.  Vincent  had 
been  taken  by  a  small  body  of  French,  not  exceeding 
450,  few  of  whom  were  regulars,  headed  by  a  lieulen- 
knt  in  the  navy ;  also  that  the  Count  D'Estaing  had 
avj!  ed  himself  of  the  absence  of  the  British  fleet,  to 
attack  the  island  of  Grenada,  which,  after  a  very  able 
and  gallant  defence  made  by  its  governor.  Lord  Ma* 
cartney,  was  obliged  to  surrender  at  discretion.  Ad- 
miral Byron  immediately  sailed^,  in  hopes  of  being  in 
time  to  relieve  it. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  in  the  morning  at  day-break,  the 
enemy's  fleet  was  discovered  getting  under  sail  from  St. 
George's  bay,  and  stretching  out  to  sea ;  their  force  at 
this  time  not  being  accurately  ascertained  ;  and  the  ad- 
miral having  been  led  to  believe  that  it  was  not  more 
thai^  equal  to  his  own ;  and  from  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
French  admiral,  which  evidently  displayed  no  desire 
£Dr  battle,  and  whose  ships  being  all  clean,  and  in  ge- 
neral faster  sailers  than  the  English,  gave  him  the  advan- 
tagej  should  be  be  obliged  to  engage,  in  the  mode  of 
attack.  Admiral  Byron  discovering  the  intention  of  the 
enemy,  made  the  signal  for  a  general  chace,  and  for 
the  ships  to  engage  and  to  form  as  they  could  get  up. 
As  the  enemy  drew  into  a  line  of  battle,  their  strength 
and  superiority  were  plainly  perceived,  and  the  signal 
for  chace  being  still  kept  abroad  with  that  for  a  close 
engagement,  a  partial  action  commenced  at  about  half 
past  seven  A.  M.  between  Vice-admiral  Barrington  in 
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the  Prince  of  Wales,  supported  by  the  Boyne,  Sultan, 
Grafton,  Cornwall,  Lion,  and  Monmouth,  with  s^l- 
most  the  whole  of  the  French  line,  whose  advan- 
tage in  sailing  made  them  elude  every  effort  of  the 
British  commanders  to  bring  on  a  general  and  decisive 
action.  In  this  unequal  conflict,  tlie  Grafton,  Cornwall, 
Lion,  and  Monmouth,  sustained  the  fire  of  the  whole 
French  line  as  they  passed  them  on  the  opposite  tack, 
and  were  dreadfully  disabled.  About  twelve  o'clock 
the  action  ceased,  but  was  partially  renewed  at  two* 
and  continued  at  times  a  random  i  mr  until  the  even- 
ing ;  when  the  fleets  had  increase "*.  thw.-  distance  about 
three  miles.  The  Lion  and  Monmouth  sustained  so 
much  damage,  that  they  were  little  better  than  wrecks, 
and  narrowly  escaped  being  cu'  off  by  the  enemy;  the 
first  bore  away  for  Jamaica,  where  she  safely  arrivea 
on  the  20th ;  and  the  Monmouth  was  ordered  to  An- 
tigua. At  the  close  of  the  evening,  Admiral  Byron 
drew  up  his  remaining  nineteen  ships  in  line  of  battle, 
iu  full  expectation  that  the  enemy,  from  their  superiority 
would  attack  him  the  next  morning;  but  D'Estainc^, 
during  the  night,  returned  to  Grenada,  thinking  it  of 
much  more  consequejice  to  preserve  his  new  conquests, 
than  to  risk  a  second  action.  Admiral  Byron  proceeded 
with  the  fleet  to  St.  Kilt's. 

The  loss  sustained  in  this  action  amounted  to  183 
killed,  and  346  wounded,  of  whom  four  oncers  were 
in  each  list.  The  French  loss  was  prodigious ;  the 
lowest  estimate  states  it  at  2700,  of  which  the  slain 
amounted  to  1200;  so  great  a  slaughter  was  attributed 
to  the  vast  number  of  troops  wiiich  were  crouded  oa 
board  the  ships. 
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Soon  after  this  action.  Vice  admiral  Byron  returned 
to  England,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  command  bj 
Kear-admiral  Hyde  Parker. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  Captain  John  Byron,  of  his 
Majesty's  ship  Proserpine,  of  28  guns,  and  200  men, 
being  on  a  cruize  off  Martinico,  fell  in  with,  and  after 
a  short  action,  captured  L'Alcmene  French  frigate,  of 
SO  guns,  and  220  men,  commanded  by  M.  de  Bon- 
ne val.  Captain  Byron  some  time  aAer  retook  th« 
Sphinx. 

On  the  1 8(h  of  December,  about  eight  in  the  morn* 
ing,  the  Preston  being  on  the  look-out  between  Marti- 
nico  and  St.  Lucia,  was  observed  to  be  standing  ovei 
with  the  signal  ftyingt  for  having  discovered  a  fleet. 
Rear-admiral  Parker,  who  was  I^ing  wit^,  the  squadron 
in  Gros  Islet  Bay,  instantly  put  to  sea,  and  stretched 
over  to  Fort  Royal. 

The  fleet  seen  was  soon  discovered  to  be  an  enemy'* 
convoy,  which,  on  the  appearance  of  the  British  squa- 
dron in  chace  was  thrown  into  the  greatest  disorder. 
About  four  o*clock  in  the  afternoon,  nine  or  ten  sail  of 
them  were  run  on  shore  on  the  coast  of  Martinico,  and 
set  on  Are  by  the  ships'  boats.  By  this  time  the  Boreas 
had  brought  a  French  frigate  to  action  in  Fort  Royal  bayi 
and  most  probably  would  have  carried  her,  had  not  M. 
de  la  Motte  slipped  his  Cables  with  two  other  74-gun 
ships,  and  bore  down  to  her  assistance.  The  French 
admiral,  by  this  bold  manoeuvre,  also  saved  a  p^rt  of 
the  convoy,  but  not  without  the  risk  of  endangering 
himself,  having  stooH  so  far  out  of  the  bay  before  he 
hauled  his  wind,  as  to  admit  of  the  Conqueror,  which 
was  the  headmost  and  weathermost  ship  of  the  British 
tquadron,  fetching  within  gun-shot;  and  from  weather- 
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ing  considerably  on  each  tack,  produced  a  heavy  can* 
nonade  as  they  approached  and  passed  each  other.  Ad- 
miral Parker  makes  honorable  mention  of  the  resolute 
and  intrepid  conduct  of  Captain  Griffithi  in  the  follow- 
ing official  but  pathetic  narrative  : 

**  The  ships  ahead  of  the  Princess  Royal  at  this  time, 
were  the  Conqueror,  Albion,  E.izabcth,  Vigilant,  and 
CetUurion,  b:U  ihc  Conqueror  ahead  and  to  windward 
of  (he  rest.  About  five  this  ship  got  within  distance  of 
the  French  rear-admiral,  who  began  the  cannonade. 
The  steadiness  and  coolness  wilh  which,  on  every  tack, 
tlic  Conqueror  received  the  fire  of  those  three  ships,  and 
returned  his  own,  working  his  ship  wilh  as  much  ex- 
actness, as  if  he  had  been  turning  into  Spithcad;  and, 
on  every  board,  gaii\jng  considerably  on  the  enemy, 
gave  me  infinite  pleasure:  towards  suu-set  the  Albion 
had  got  well  up  to  second  the  Conqueror,  and  the 
other  ships  were  in  action.  The  ships  having  got  with- 
in ihe  shoalsj  and  within  roach  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
I  called  themoflfby  the  night  signal,  when  it  was  wilh 
inexpressible  concern  I  then  heard  that  Captain  Griffith 
was  killed  by  the  last  broadside.  The  service  cannot 
lose  a  belter  man,  or  better  officer.** 

The  Conqueror,  exclusive  of  Captain  Griffith,  had 
three  men  killed,  and  eleven  wounded.  The  convoy 
was  from  Marseilles,  chiefly  laden  wilh  provisions  and 
merchandize.     Eight  sail  were  taken,  ^z. 
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August  30,  Captain  Charles  Thompson,  in  his  ma- 
jesty's ship  Boreas,  of  28  guns  ^ell  in  with,  and  after  a 
smart  action,  captured  Lc  Compas  French  ship,  armed 
en  flute,  mounting  20  guns,  and  140  men.  The  Bo- 
reas  had  four  men  killed,  and  five  wounded.  The 
enemy's  loss  was  considerable.  ' 

Rear-admiral  Parker  returned  with  his  prizes  to  St. 
Lucia.  On  the  10th  intelligence  was  brought  him\hat 
three  large  ships  had  been  seen  from  the  Mome  steering 
to  the  northward. 

Rear-admiral  Rowley  was  immediately  detached  in 
quest  of  them  wilb  four  sail  of  the  line,  viz.  the  Suffolk, 
of  74  guns,  the  Magnificent,  ditto,  the  Vengeance, 
ditto,  and  the  Stirling  Castle  64  guns.  On  the  21st  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  get  sight  of  the  enemy's  ships ; 
which,  atterachace  of  several  hours,  were  all  captured. 
They  proved  to  be  three  large  French  frigates ;  La  For* 
tun^e,  of  42  guns,  and  247  men,  commanded  by  M. 
Marigny;  La  Blandie,  of  36  guns,  and  212,  M.  Ga« 
lissoniere  ;  and  the  Ellis,  of  28  guns,  sixty-eight  men, 
M.  Fontenaux.  These  ships  were  added  to  the  royal 
navy. 

Vice-admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker^  who  commanded  his 
majesty's  ships  9t  Jamaica,  having  been  informed  that 
the  bay  men  on  the  Musquitto,  and  bay  of  Honduras 
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shores,  were  in  great  danger  ofan  attack  from  thf  Spa- 
niards; ap.a  that  they  had  absolutely  landed  at  St. 
George's  key,  which  place  they  had  plundered,  and 
treated  the  inhabitants  with  great  cruelty;  in  order  (o 
protect  this  settlement  from  further  insults,  the  admiral 
dispatched  the  Porcupine  sloop  of  war.  Captain  John 
Pakcnham,  to  co-operate  with  a  small  detachment  of 
troops  which  were  sent  by  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  un- 
der the  command  of  Captain  Dalrymple.  About  the 
same  time  the  honorable  Captain  John  Luttrell  was 
detached  with  a  small  s(|uadr(>n,  viz.  the  Charon,  41' 
guns,  the  Lowestolfe,  '28  guns,  the  Pomona,  ditto, 
and  the  Race-horse,  10  guns,  to  intercept  some  register 
ships,  which  however  escaped,  and  took  sheker  under 
the  protection  of  the  strong  fortress  of  St.  Fernando  de 
Omoa.  It  fortunately  happened  that  Captain  Luttrell 
fell  in  with  the  Porcupine  sloop,  and  the  detachment  un- 
der Captain  Dalrymple,  returning,  having  performed 
tic  service  upon  whicli  they  had  been  sent,  and  entirely 
Urivcn  the.  Spaniards  from  that  part  of  the  coast. 

It  was  now  agreed  between  the  sea  and  land  com- 
manders to  unite  their  forces,  and  proceed  immediately 
to  the  attack  of  Fort  Omoa.  On  the  15th  of  October 
they  arrived  before  the  place,  and  landed  the  regular 
troops,  bay  men,  and  marines  of  the  squadron,  which 
together  did  not  exceed  600  men.  The .  Lowesloffe 
got  aground,  but  got  off,  having  been  much  damaged,' 
A  regular  siege  having  been  deemed  impracticable 
from  the  strength  of  the  fort,  the  vast  train  artillery 
which  would  be  required,  and  Uie  length  of  time,  it  was 
determined  to  escalade  the  fort,  as  the  ditch  was  found 
to  be  dry.  Accordingly  the  Europeans  were  f  med 
in  four  coliimns  in  line ;  foi^r  tt^n  advanced  with  ,  ides 
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at  the  head  of  each  column  ;  in  each  column  followed 
eight  men  carr)'ing  the  ladders,  who  were  followed  by  a 
few  hand-grenade  men.  Two  columns  consisted  of 
seamen  and  two  of  marines,  with  a  few  lo)'al  Irish.  At 
three  in  the  morning  the  disposition  being  made,  they 
moved  down  the  hill,  and  there  lay  waiting  for  the  sig- 
nal of  the  Charon,  which  was  to  denote  she  had  got  un- 
der weigh,  and  would  attack  in  twenty  mhiutes.  The 
signal  being  made  a  liUle  after  fcur  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  20lh,  they  advanced  under  the  fire  of  their 
own  batteries,  and  were  encouraged  by  observing  that 
the  Spaniards  did  not  perceive  their  march,  b)'  the  di- 
rection of  their  shot  over  them,  pointed  at  their  batteries 
on  the  hills.  The  Pomona  and  fleet  also  attracted  their 
notice,  by  their  fire  from  the  sea-side.  By  this  fortu- 
nate co-operation  in  profound  silence,  arms  trailed,  and 
in  order  to  animate  the  troops,  the  parole  was  changed 
to  bayonette,  and 'the  countersign,  Britons  strike  home. 
They  advanced  undiscovered  under  the  Spanish  Gentries, 
who  were  every  two  or  three  minutes  passing  the  word 
Aierto.  At  the  entrance  into  the  dh:ch  were  two  guns 
pointe;!  from  the  flank  of  the  bastion  to  scour  it.  They 
were  perceived  by  the  centries,  whose  drum  beat  to 
the  alarm  posts.  The  British  columns  were  staggered, 
and  kept  back  ;  but  instantly  recovering  themselves, 
they  advanced  to  the  wall,  in  height  twenty-eight  i'eet, 
on  which  was  a  battery  of  five  guns.  They  reared  one 
ladder,  a  second  and  a  third.  The  first  ladder  was 
broke  by  the  flank  guns  of  another  bastion,,  killing  a  mid- 
shipman and  badly  wounding  five  men ;  the  other  two 
ladders  were  also  damaged,  but  not  broke.  Two  sea- 
men got  up  first  by  one  ladder,  and  obeyed  their  orders 
in  not  firing :  they  presented  at  sixty  Spaniards  drawn 
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up,  but  jetalned  their  fire  until  others  ascended ;  and  so 
great  was  the  consternation  of  the  enemy,  that  it  seemed 
as  if  they  .^ad  lost  the  power  of  their  arips,  although 
their  officers   were  at  their  head  encouraging  them. 
The  seamen  scrambling  up  the  ladders,  down  off  the 
parapets  they  went,  and  being  reinforced  by  marines 
and  seamen,  the  Spaniards  fled  to  the  casements,   but 
they  could  not  recover  their   panic,    notwithstanding 
every  exertion  of  their  officers.     About   100  Spaniards 
escaped  over  the  walls  on  the  opposite  side,  and  out  of 
a  sfilly-port.    The  governor  and  principal  officers  then 
came  and  delivered  up  their  swords,  the'garrison  and 
f^iet  ship?,  vi'ith  the  keys  of  the  fort,  wherein  were^ 
found  2dO  quintals  of  quicksilver,  and  on  board  the  ships 
about  three  millions  of  piastres.     Captain  Dairy mple, 
commander  of  the  Loyal  Irish  Volunteers,  in  his  letter 
to  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Germaine,  men« 
tions  the  following  instance  of  an  elevated  mind  in  a  Bri- 
tish tar,  which  amqzed  the  Spaniards,  and  gave  them 
a  very  high  idea  of  English  vale r.     <«  Not  contented 
with  one  cutlass,  ho  had  scrambled  up  the  walls  with 
two;  and  meeting  a  Spanish  officer  without  arms,  who 
had  been  roused  out  of  his  sleep,  had  tiie  generosity  not 
to  take  any  advantage,  but  presenting  him  one  of  his 
cullasses,  told  him,  *  You  are  now  on  a  footing  with  me,* 
Upon   this  circumstance  being  mentioned  to  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  at  the  return  of  the  squadron,  he  appointed  this 
intrepid  fellow  to  be  boatswain  of  a  sloop  of  war.     A 
few  years  after,  either  in  a  fit  of  madness,  or  intoxica^ 
tiun,  he  forgot  his  situation,  and  struck  the  lieutenant 
of  the  Ferret  sloop  of  *var,  for  which  he  was  tried  by 
a  court-martial,  condemned  to  suiTer  death,  and  was 
executed. 
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His  Majesty*  ship  Ruby,  of  e-lguns.  Captain  Everitt, 
the  iE'^'as,  of  32  guns,  and  Jamaica,  of  Hguns,  being 
on  a  cruize  off  the  island  of  Gonave,  fell  in  wilh,  and 
took,  after  a  short  cfeace  and  running  fight,  La  Prudente 
French  frigate  of  36  guns,  commanded  by  the  Viscount 
D'Escar.  Captain  Everitt  was  killed  by  a  random  shot. 
La  Prudente  was  added  to  the  navy. 

On  the  12lh  of  December,  Captain  Charles  Inglis, 
of  His  Majesty's  ship  Salisbury^  of  50  guns,  being  on 
a  cruize  off  Port  de  Sail,  in  the  bay  of  Honduras,  fell 
in  with,  and  after  a  spirited  action,  captured  the  San 
Carlos,  Spanish  private  ship  of  war,  mounting  50  guns, 
and  397  men",  commanded  by  Don  Juan  Antonio  Za- 
vellela,  from  Cadiz,  bound  to  Fort  Omoa  ;  she  was 
laden  with  brass  cannon,  shot,  5000  stand  of  arms,  and 
other  military  stores.  The  Salisbury  had  four  men 
killed;  Mr.  Miller,  the  master,  and  thirteen  men  wound- 
ed, five  of  whom  died  of  their  wounds. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Glasgow,  of  20  guns,  Captain 
Lloyd,  while  at  anchor  on  the  north  side  of  the  island, 
was  set  on  fire  by  the  carelessness  of  the  ship's  steward 
drawing  off  rum  in  the  spirit  room.  She  was  entirely 
consumed  :  fortanatcly  the  crew  were  saved. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1780,  the  squadron,  under 
Captain  Charles  Fielding,  which  had  been  sent  to  in- 
tercept a  Dutch  convoy,  fell  in  with  it  a, little  to  tli« 
westward  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  escorted  by  two  sail  of 
the  line  and  two  frigates,  commanded  by  Admiral  Count 
i'.yland.  Captain  Fielding  desired  that  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  examine  the  merchant  vessels,  which  the 
Dutch  admiral  persisted  in  re'^i^^ng,  and  fired  at  the 
boats  which  had  been  sent  on  board :  to  resent  this  in- 
sult Captain  Fielding  ordered  a  shot  to  be  directed 
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ahead  of  the  admiral,  who  instantly  discharged  a  broad- 
side into  the  Namur,  and  upon  her  returning  it  struck 
his  colours.  Seven  of  the  merchant  vessels  laden  with 
iiaval  stores  were  detained ;  and  Count  Byland  given 
to  understand  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  hoist  his  colours 
and  prosecute  his  voyage  with  the  remainder  of  his  con« 
voy.  The  Dutch  admiral  accepted  the  former  and  sa- 
luted the  British  flag,  but  declined  proceeding  on  with- 
out the  whole  of  his  charge,  and  sailed  into  Spithead. 

From  the  remarkable  darkness  of  this  night,  (Jan.  2,) 
many  of  the  transports  with  stores  escaped  and  got  safe 
into  Brest. 

On  the  1 1  ih  of  January,  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney, 
on  his  passage  to  reHeve  Gibraltar,  fell  in  with,  and  after 
a  chace  of  a  few  hours,  captured  the  whole  of  a  Spanish 
convoy  from  St.  Sebastian,  bound  to  Cadiz,  laden  with 
naval  stores,  provisions,  &c.  under  the  escort  of  seven 
ships  and  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  Royal  Caraccas 
company.  The  following  were  the  Spanish  ships  and 
vessels  of  war  which  were  taken  : 
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Sir  George  Rodney  commissioned  the  Spanish  64<  gun 
ship,  and  named  her  the  Prince  William,  in  compliment 
to  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Willian  Henry,  in  whose 
presence  she  was  taken.  This  fortunate  officer,  on  the 
16th,  being  about  i'our  leagues  fro  n  Cape  St,  Vincent, 
discovered  the  Spanish  fleet  under  the  command  of  Don 
Juan  de  Langara ;  the  particulars  of  which  we  shall 
give  in  his  own  words : 

"  At  one,  P.  M.  the  Cape  thep  bearing  North  four 
leagues,  the  Bedford  made  a  signal  for  seeing  a  fleet  in 
the  S.  E.  quarter :  I  immediately  made  a  signal  for  the 
line  of  battle  a-breast,  and  bore  down  upon  them ;  but 
before  that  could  be  well  efikied  I  perceived  the  ene- 
hiy  were  endeavouring  to  form  a  line  of  battle  a-head 
Tipon  the  starboard  tack ;  and  as  the  day  was  far  ad- 
\'anced,  being  unwilling  to  delay  the  action ;  at  two 
1.  M.  I  hauled  down  the  signal  for  the  line  of  battle 
a-breast,  and  made  that  fo*  iy  general  chace  ;  the  ships 
to  eniRT  •♦*:•  as  they  came  up  by  rotation  and  take  the  lee- 
gagc  ^der  to  prevent  the  enemy's  retreat  into  their 
own  ports. 

"  At  four  P.  M.  perceiving  the  headmost  ships  very 
near  the  enemy,  1  made  the  general  signal  to  engage 
and  close.  In  a  few  minutes  the  four  headmost  ships 
began  the  action,  which  was  returned  with  great  brisk- 
ness by  the  enemy.  At  forty  minutes  past  four,  one 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  ships  blew  up  with  a 
dreadful  explosion,  and  every  person  perished.  At  six 
P.  M.  one  of  the  Spanish  ships  struck.  The  action  and 
pursuit  continued  with  a  constant  fire  till  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  at  which  time  the  Monarca,  the  heac!;:.  i 
e*  all  the  enemy's  ships  having  struck  to  the  SanaA^icl. 
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afifii   receiving  one  broadside,    and  all  firing  having 
ceased  I  made  the  signal  lo  bring  to." 

The  fruils  of  this  victory  were  the  Phoenix,  of  80 
guns,  the  flag  ship  of  Admiral  Juan  de  Langara  ;  ihci 
Monarca,  Princess,  and  Diligente,  of  70  guns  each, 
captured ;  and  the  St,  Domingo,  of  the  same  force, 
blown  up  in  tlie  action.  The  St.  Julian  and  St.  Eugenio 
of  70  guns,  also  surrendered,  an  officer  with  some  men 
were  put  on  board  one  of  them;  but  these  ships  were 
afterwards  driven  on  shore  by  the  violence  of  the  wind, 
and  the  latter,  if  not  both,  totally  lost. 

The  loss  of  the  British  fleet  sustained  in  this  action 
was  thirty-two  killed,  and  J02  wounded.  Lieiitenant 
Strachan  of  the  marines  was  among  the  former.  Lieu- 
tenants Forbes  and  Forrest  were  in  the  list  of  wounded; 
the  latter  died  of  his  wounds,  by  which  the  service  lost 
a  promising  young  oflicer.  He  was  a  son  of  the  gail;ir^ 
Commodore  Arthur  Forrest. 

The  Pliojnix,  Don  Juan  de  Langara's  ship,  was  aken 
possession  of  by  the  Bienfaisant ;  but  the  small- 
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ing  on  board  that  ship.  Captain  Macbrkle,  actu  i  by 
principles  o(^  humanity,  was  unwilling  lo  risk  the  ',-■  fec- 
tion  being  spread  amongst  the  prisoners.  The  followii;;> 
13  the  oflicial  account  of  this  transaction; 

"  In  consequence  of  the  signal  for  the  general  chace, 
on  the  evening  of  the  I6th,  about  four  o'clock  we  got 
within  reach  of  the  stern-chace  guns  of  the  enemy, 
which  they  plyed  as  we  advanced,  but  to  I*.*",  "fibct. 
At  a  quarter  before  five,  being  then  about  h  -_  cable 
distant  from  one  of  them,  she  began  to  fire  her  quarter 
guns  upon  her  bow.  By  some  accident  she  took  fire 
and  blew  up.  Had  this  awful  event  took  place  a  few 
minutes  later  wc  must  have  shared  her  fate ;  it  was  ini- 
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|)ossible  to  avoid  the  wreck,  great  part  falling  athwart 
us{  but  we  passed  through  it  without  any  damage. 
Many  small  pieces  fell  on  board,  which  wounded  three 
men.  The  sails  and  rigging  being  wet  with  the  rain, 
and  at  the  instant  a  shower  coming  sn,  prevented  the 
fiery  matter  that  hung  upon  them  taking  effect :  the  sea 
was  so  agitated  that  it  filled  the  decks  with  water.  As 
the  ship  sailed  into  the  Chaos  at  the  rale  of  nine  knots 
an  hour,  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  if  any  of  the 
unfortunate  people  were  upon  (he  wreck.  The  afore- 
mentioned ship  was  the  St.  Domingo,  of  70  guns,  and 
600  men.  We  continued  the  pursuit,  and  between 
eight  and  nine  came  up  with  one  of  the  enemy*s  ships 
that  had  been  engaged  with  the  Defence.  Found  her 
mizen-mast  gone,  and  fire  slack.  Upon  receiving  two 
or  three  fires  from  us,  the  main*top>mast  went  over  the 
side.  Out  mizen-top-mast  being  shot  away,  and  rigging 
out,  the  ship  fell  off  and  passed  her :  we  got  round 
again,  and  closed  her  as  soon  as  possible.  As  we  ad- 
vanced  to  her  in  a  position  in  which  we  might  have 
been  much  annoyed,  we  were  surprised  at  receiving  no 
fire.  We  kept  ours,  and  hailed  her.  Our  heads  being 
difTcrent  ways,  passed  each  other  before  we  could  get 
any  reply.  When  we  got  round  to  her  again,  and 
hailed  her,  w^  were  answered,  that  the  admiral  did  not 
intend  to  fight  any  more.  We  ordered  them  to  haul 
down  their  ensign,  and  that  we  should  send  a  boat  on 
bviard,  which  was  done :  it  returned  with  Don  Francisco 
M'slgarys,  her  captain,  from  whom  we  found  it  was  the 
Phoenix,  of  80  guns,  and  700  men.  Don  Juan  dc 
Langara,  the  commander-in-chief,  having  his  flag  on 
board,  was  wounded.  Whai^  has  been  their  real  loss 
we  have  cot  yet  been  able  tl  learn.    During  the  night 
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the  weather  grew  worse :  when  day  broke,  the  condi- 
tion of  so  large  a  ship  a  perfect  wreck,  no  other  ship  m 
tight,  and  a  gale  of-  wind.  Captain  Macbride  felt  him- 
self in  a  very  interesting  situation ;  with  great  risk  he 
got  about  103  men  on  board.  The  gale  encreasing,  he 
was  obliged  to  lay-to  for  the  ensuing  day  and  night. 
In  the  morning  it  moderated  so  that  boats  could  pass  ; 
but  having  the  small-pox  on  board  of  the  Bienfaisant, 
and  near  700  prisoners  on  board  the  Phcenix,  he  was 
unwilling  to  introduce  the  infection  among  them,  which 
induced  him  to  make  the  proposal  which  is  eoclosed,  to 
Admiral  Langara:  it  was  accepted  with  thanks,  and 
executed  with  the  utmost  delicacy.  Their  conduct  con- 
vinced Mr.  Macbride  that  his  ideas  of  the  honour  of  the 
Spanish  officers  were  well-founded,  for,  after  the  matter 
was  settled,  they  assisted  in  refitting  and  navigating  the 
ship  to  Gibraltar  Bay." 


€1 


Bimfaisant,  at  Sea,  Jan,  18,  1780. 


"  The  small-pox  being  on  bonrd  His  Majesty's  ship 
Bienfaisant,  of  a  malignant  kind,  the  feelings  of  a  Bri- 
tish officer  cannot  allow  him  to  introduce  an  infection 
even  amongst  his  enemies.  From  this  consideration, 
and  tlievepy  gallant  defence  made  by  Admiral  Langara, 
and  his  officers,  Captain  Macbride  consents,  that  neither 
officers  nor  men  shall  be  removed  fi  um  the  Phcenix,  taken 
by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ships,  Defence  and  Bienfai- 
sant, Admiral  Langara  being  responsible  for  the  con- 
'duct  of  his  officers  and  men :  and,  in  case  that  we  fail 
in  with  any  Spanish  or  French  ships  of  war,  he  will  not 
suflTer  Liemtenant  Thomas  Louis,  his  officer,  to  be  inter- 
rupted in  conducting  and  defending  the  ship  to  the  last 
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extremity,  agreeable  (o  his  orders:  and,  ifmeetlncj  vvllh 
superior  force,  the  ship  should  be  re- taken,  and  the 
Bienfaisanl  tight  her  wjy  clear,  Admiral  Dt)n  Juan  de 
Langara,  his  oflicers  and  men,  are  to  hold  themselves 
prisoners  of  war  to  Captain  Ma'cbride,  upon  Iheir  pa- 
role of  honour  (which  he  is  confident  with  Spanish 
otiicers  is  ever  sacred).  Likewise,  if  llie  Bienfaisant 
should  be  taken,  and  the  PhoKtiix  escape,  the  Admiral 
Don  Juan  de  Langara,  his  oflicers,  &c.  will  no  longer 
be  prisoners,  but  freed  immediately.  In  short,  they 
aic  to  follow  the  fate  of  the  Bienfaisant.    . 

(Signed,) 

*'JoHN    MaCBRIDE, 

*^  Juan  ic.  DE  Langara." 

The  thanks  of  both  houses  of  parliament  were  una- 
nimously voted  to  Sir  George  Rodney  for  this  great  and 
important  service,  and  the  freedom  of  the  c'ties  olT  Lon- 
don and  Edinburgh  were  voted  to  be  pres<  ited  to  him 
in  gold  boxes,  valued  at  100  guineas  each. 

On  the  27th  Sir  George  Rodney  arrived  with  his 
prizes  in  Gibraltar  Bay,  and  immediately  dispatched 
the  fleet  of  victuafiers  and  store-ships  for  Minorca,  under 
convoy  of  the  copper-bottomed  ships  of  the  line,  viz. 


ship?.       "  Guns.  CommanrJers; 

Marlborough 7+ Taylor  Penny. 

Defence 74 Wra.  Cranston. 

InviiKible 74 C.  Saxlon. 
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pn  Ihe  1 8(h  of  February,  Sir  George  Rodney  en- 
tered the  gut,  but  the  violence  of  the  wind,  added  to 
the  strength  of  the  current,  prevented  the  Sandwich 
and  many  other  ships  from  getting  to  an  anchor  in  Gib* 
raltar  Bay,  till  the  27th.  Having  watered  and  refitted 
the  fleet.  Sir  George  quitted  the  bay,  February  13. 
After  passing  the  Straits,  he  proceeded  to  the  West 
Indies  wUh  a  part  of  the  fleet,  directing  the  remainder 
to  proceed  to  England  with  the  Spanish  prizes  nnder 
Rearadmiral  Digby,  who,  on  the  23d,  discovered,  and 
gave  chace  to  a  French  convoy,  consisting  of  thirteen 
sail,  escorted  by  two  sail  of  the  line,  two  ships  armed  eil 
flute,  and  a  frigate.  The  weather  being  extremely 
boisterous  and  a  dark  night  coming  on,  only  three  of 
the  convoy,  and  one  ship  of  the  line,  after  a  short  re- 
sistance, were  taken.  They  were  from  Brest,  bound 
to  Mauritius^  laden  chiefly  with  oaval  and  military 
stores. 

The  26th  of  February  is  remarkable  for  the  extnor« 
dinary  measures  pursued  by  the  Northern  Powers  of 
Europe ;  the  court  of  Russia  issued  a  manifesto,  by 
which  it  dictated  a  new  code  of  maritime  ]aws,-an(l 
struck  at  the  sovereignty  and  pre-eminence  on  the  ocean 
which  had  been  so  long  claimed  and  maintained  by,  this 
country.  Russia,  joined  by  Denmark  and  Sweden^ 
composed  that  formal  naval  confederacy,  called  the 
armed  neutrality.  Portugal  was  invited  to  the  union» 
but  declined  acceding  to  it. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  the  court-martial,  which  had 
aaaembled  on  board  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Victory  in 
Portsmouth  harbour  for  the  trial  of  Captain  Philip  Bo* 
teler,  for  the  loss  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Ardent,  passed 
the  following  sentence,  viz. 

3H  3 
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*'  Tlial  It  appears  llial  Captain  Philip  Botelerdid  not 
do  the  utmost  to  prevent  the  king's  ship  falling  into  the 
enem)  's  hands ;  and  that  therefore  he  ought  to  be  dis- 
missed from  His  Majesty's  service." 

The  officers  of  tiie  Ardent  were  all  honourabfy  ac- 
quitted. 

On  the  1 3th  of  March^  His  Majesty's  ships  the  Alex- 
ander and  Coufageux,  of  74  guns  each,  commanded 
by  Lord  Longford  and  Lord  Mulgrave,  being  on  a 
cruize  to  the  westward  of  Scilly,  fell  in  with,  and  after 
a  chace  of  eighteen  hours,  captured  Le  Monsieur 
Freiich  privateer,  mounting  40  guns,  twelve  and  six- 
pounders,  and  362  men,  commanded  by  M.  Jean  de 
Boeket,  fitted  out  frdm  L'Orient ;  being  a  fine  new  fri- 
gate, sh6  was  taken  into  the  service  by  the  same  4iame. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  Commodore  Walsingham  sailed 
from  Portsmouth  with  a  largfe  convoy  bound  to  the 
West  Indies,  viz.  Thunderer,  74,  Hon.  B.  Walsingham, 
Comhnodote,  Captain  Nichols  ;  Berwick,  74  guns, 
Hon.  Keith  Stewart; Torbay, ditto.  Captain  L.  Gideon; 
and  £gmont,  ditto.  Captain  C.  Allen. 

On  the  Sth  of  April,  the  Spanish  f-et,  under  the 
Command  of  Don  Joseph  Solano,  consisting  of  twelve 
sail  of  the  line,  several  frigates,  and  eighty-three  trans- 
ports, having  on  board  1 1,460  troops,  sailed  from  Cadiz 
for  the  W^st  Indies.  Soon  after  the  departure  of  this 
fleet,  \{\i  Majesty's  ship  the  Cerberus,  of  2»  guns. 
Captain  Robert  Mann,  being  on  a  cruize,  fell  in  with 
it ;  thai  vigilant  and  active  officer  continued  ^o  follow  it 
for  several  days ;  at  letigth  being  convinced  of  its  desti- 
nation, he  quitted  his  station,  and  proceeded  with  the 
utmost  dispatch  to  give  the  earliest  intelligence  to  Sir 
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George  Rodney,  whom  he  fortunately  found  al  anchor 
in  CaHisle  Bay,  fiarbadoes. 

On  the  1 7th  of  May,  Kear>admirnl  Graves  sailed 
from  Plymouth  with  a  squadron,  bound  to  North  Ame- 
rica, consisting  of  eigi)t  men  of  war,  from  ninety^eight 
to  twenty- four  gurts. 

In  June,  Admiral  Geary,  who  on  the  death  of  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  May  19,  succeeded  to  the  command  of 
the  channel  fleet,  «atIedirom  Spithead  with  twenty- 
three  sail  of  the  line,  and.  was  joined  at  sea  by  some 
others,  to  cruize  in  the  soundings.  The  fleet  co«sfs  ed 
of  twenty-four  ships  of  the  line,  with  a  proportionate 
number  of  ftigates,  fire&hips,  and  smaller  vessels. 

The  principal  and  first  object  this  armament  was  in- 
tended to  effect,  being  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  fleet 
of  Spain  expected  from  Cadiz,  Ferrol,  and  Carthagena, 
with  the  French  sliips  that  were  fit  for  sea,  in  the  ports 
of  Brest,  Rochfort  and  UOrient,  Admiral  Geary  im- 
mediately proceeded  off  Brest.  Nothing  material  oc- 
curred till  the  3d  of  July,  when  the  Monarch  being 
ahead  of  the  fleet  on  the  look-out,  made  a  signal  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  ior  discovering  a  fleet  con- 
sisting of  twenty  sail :  these  were  immediately  conclud* 
ed  to  be  the  enemy  of  whom  they  were  in  search,  anri 
the  utmost  alacrity  was  used  in  endeavouring  to  get  up 
with  them.  The.  chace  continued  (hd  whol«  day,  2nd 
at  Ave  o'clock  'n  the  afternoon  the  headmost  ships  came 
up  with  the  steruroost  of  the  fugitives*  which  were  now 
discovered  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  convoy  from  Port 
au  Prince,  under  the  protection  of  a  single  ship  of  50 
guns.  The  chace  was  continued  by  the  pursuers,  who 
did  not  bring  to  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  ships 
they  passed^  leaving  that  duty  to  some  others  of  the 
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fleet  who  were  still  astern.  Unfortunately  a  very  tbiclt 
fog.  came  on  about  seven  o'clock  and  proved  the  preser- 
vation of  nearly  half  the  enemy's  convoy  and  nothing 
but  this  accident  could  have  prevented  the  whole  of 
them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  British  fleet. 
Twelve  sail  however  were  captured,  viz, 

Voyageur,  valued  at ...£:.]5,90O 

Compie  D'Argoat 14,500 

L'Hazard 10,500 

CompteD'Estaing... i.  9,000 

Cosjnopolite... ............. ...••...  5,700 

Courier.. ....... ...•••.... ...•••••  5,5QO 

L'Aurore....  .....................  5,500 

Solitaire •  5,000 

Marie  Therese 5,000 

St  Bartholomew 6,900 

Eleonore..^.... 4,700 

Jeune  Fron^ois •....••«.•••••..  2,800 

Which  with  the 

Compte  de  Halwied  •••......•.•...•  17,000 

La  Marguerite. •• 18,003 

M;iJe  in  the  whole;..... ......  ^.126,000 

At  the  same  time  His  Majesty's  ships  La  Prudenlt, 
of  36  guns,  and  280  men>  «commanded  by  the  Hon. 
Captain  Waldegrave,  and  Le  Licome,  of  32  guns,  and 
220  men,  commanded  by  the  Hon.  Captain  Cadogan, 
being  on  a  cruize  off  Cape  Orlegal,  discovered,  on  the 
clearing  up  of  a  fog,  a  large  ship  bearing  down  upon 
them ;  but  on  the  frigates  chacing,  hauled  her  wind, 
when  she  was  oicarly  made  out  to  be  an  enemy.    Light 
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winds  and  c^ltns  prevented  La  Prudente  getting  along- 
side of  her  until  l^a!f  past  eleven  at  night,  when  a  most 
severe  a'^tion  commenced  within  pistol-shot,  and  was 
continued  with  great  spirit  and  hravcry  by  the  French 
commander,  who  war  frequently  engaged  with  both 
frigates  until  half  past  four  in  the  morning,  when  she 
was  obliged  (o  strike,  and  proved  to  be  La  Capricieuse 
French  frigate,  quite  new,  from  L'Orienl  only  eight 
days,  pierced  for  41.  guns,  but  only  32  mounted,  and 
308  men,  commanded  by  M.  de  Rensonne,  who,  with 
M.  de  Fontaine,  the  second  captain,  was  killed  ;  above 
100  of  the  crew  were  also  killed  and  wounded.  Upon 
taking  possession  of  her,  she  was  found  in  so  disabled 
a  state,  having  six  feet  water  in  the  hold,  her  main-roast 
and  fore-top-mast  shot  away,  the  other  raa  Hs  in  great 
danger  of  falling  overboard,  and  the  hull  so  much  da- 
maged, that  upon  the  report  of  a  survey  held  by  the 
carpenters  of  the  Prudente  and  Licorne,  Captain  Walde- 
grave  ordered  her  to  be  burnt. 

La  Prudente  had  four  midshipmen  and  thirteen  men 
killed.  Mr.  Ellison,  Brst  lieutenant,  lost  his  arm ;  one 
midshipman,  and  twenty-six  men  wounded. 

La  Licornehad  three  men  killed,  and  seven  wounded. 

On  the  19lh  of  July,  the  combined  fleets, sailed  from 
Cadiz;  that  of  Spain,  consisting  of  twenty-two  sail  of 
the  line,  under  Admiral  Don  Lewis  de  Cordova;  the 
French  nine  sail  of  the  line,  six  frigates,  and  four  cor- 
vettes, under  M.  de  Beausset. 

On  the  14-lh  of  July,  Sir  James  Wallace,  in  His  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Nonsuch,  of  64  guns,  being  on  a  cruize, 
discovered,  and  gave  chace  to  a  French  convoy;  the 
whole  escaped  into  the  Loire,  excepting  one  frigate. 
La  Lazere,  which  was  driven  on  shore,  and  destroyed; 
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ilic  was  pierced  for  36  gans,  but  had  only  12  mounted. 
Two  other  French  frigates  were  in  company.  La  Bel- 
lone  and  L'Etourdiei  of  the  same  force,  which  got  ofT 
with  the  convoy.  While  the  boats  of  the  Nonsuch 
were  destroying  the  above  frigate,  three  mt)re  sail  were 
discovered  in  the  ofling,  making  signals  to  each  other.  Sir 
James  Wallace  instantly  gave  chace,  and  about  mid- 
night came  up  with  une  of  them  ;  which,  after  a  gal- 
lant defence  of  two  hours,  struck  and  proved  to  be 
La  Belle  Poule  French  frigate,  of  32  guns,  and  275 
men,  commanded  by  Le  Chevalier  Kergariou,  who, 
with  twenty-four  of  his  crew,  were  killed ;  most  of  the 
remaining  officers,  and  50  men  wounded.  I'he  Non* 
such  had  three  men  killed  and  ten  wounded.  The  fri« 
gates  in  company  were  L*Amiable  of  32  guns,  and  Le 
.  Rosignolle  of  20.  La  Belle  Poule  was  taken  into  the 
service  by  the  same  name. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  the  East  and  West  India  con- 
voy^ on  its  passage  out,  under  the  escort  of  one  ship 
of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  viz.  Ramilltes,  of  74  guns. 
Captain  John  Moutray ;  Southampton,  of  32  guns. 
Captain  William  Gamier ;'  and  Thetis,  ditto.  Captain 
Robert  Linzee;  were  intercepted  by  the  combined 
fleets  ;  above  sixty  sail  were  taken,  and  carried  in  great 
triumph  into  Cadiis.  Among  the  number  which  fell 
into  the  enemy *8  hands  on  this  unfortunate  occasion, 
were  five  East  India  ships,  and  eighteen  victuallers  and 
other  store-ships.  The  number  of  pfiioners«  including 
passengers,  amounted  to  2865, 

On  the  1 0th  of  August,  His  Majesty's  ship  Flora*  of 
«)6  guns,  and  280  men,  commanded  by  Captain  William 
Pere  Williams,  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  standing  in 
under  Ushant  in  quest  of  the  fleet,  with  the  wind  at 
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£.  N.  E.  discovered,  Ihrough  the  haze,  a  large  ship  and 
cutter,  lying  to  about  four  miles  to  leeward.     Captain 
Williams  immediately   made  sail,  and   edged  towards 
than) ;  which  was  no  sooner  perceived  by  the  stranger, 
than  she  wore,  hauled  to  the  wind,  and  backed  her 
mizcn- lop-sail  to  wait  the  Flora's  approach  ;  the  cutter 
working  off  and  on.     At  ten  minutes  past  five  the  fri- 
gates were  within  two  cables  length  of  each  other,  and 
began  the:  engagement,  which  continued  with  great  bra- 
very for  an  hour,  gradually  closing ;  at  this  time  the 
Flora's  wheel  being  shot  away,  her  standing  and  run- 
ning rigging  cut  to  pieces,  she  fell  on  board  of  the  ene- 
my, and  engaged  in  this  position  fifteen  minutes,  when 
the  enemy  deserted  their  great  guns,  and  attempted  to 
board  her,  but  were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss. 
The  Flora's  people  boarded  her  in  return  sword  in 
band,  drove  them  from  their  quarters,  struck  the  co- 
lours and  took  possession  of  the  ship,  which  proved  to 
be  La  Nymphe,  a  1  ^'v  fine  French  frigate^  only  four 
years  old,  rnd  coppered.    She  mounted  32  gans,  though 
pierced  for  40,  and  291  men,  commanded  by  the  Che* 
valier  de  Roroain,  who  died  of  the  wounds  he  had  re- 
ceived  in  the  action  the  same  evening.    She  had  sixty- 
three  killed,  including  the  first  and^cond  captains,  the 
lieutenant   and    three  inferior  officers;   seventy-three 
wounded ;  among  the  number  were  the  second  heut. 
two  officers  of  marines,  and  seven  other  interior  offi- 
cers; in  the  whole  making  136  killed  and  wounded; 
The* loss  the  Flora  sustained  was  nine  killed^  and  twen- 
ty*seven  wounded.    La  Nymphe  was  purchased  by 
government,  and  added  to  the  royal  navy  by  tht  sam^ 
Dame. 
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On  the  12lh  of  August,  Captain  John  Nfacbride,  in 
lr\h  Majesiy'n  ship  Bienfaisant,  of  64  guns  having  un- 
der  his  command  three  frignlcs,  sailed  from  Cork  with 
a  large  convoy  ;  but  the  whole  of  iheni  not  being  able 
to  get  out  of  the  harbour  on  that  day,  he  directed  the 
Licorne,  of  32  guns,  Hon.  Captain  Thomas  Cadogan, 
aad  Hussar,  of  28  guns,  Captain  C.  M.  Pole,  to  re- 
main off  the  entrance  to  hasten  the  rest;  whilst  he,  with 
the  Charon,  of  ii  guns,  Capt.  J.  Simmonds,  remained 
in  the  Offing  with  those  already  out.  At  day-light  on 
tke  morning  of  (he  12ih,  he  found  himself  driven  down 
as  far  as  the  old  head  of  Kinsale,  and  ob^^erved  a  large 
ship  in  chacc  of  some  of  the  convoy ;  Captain  Mac- 
bride,  in  his  turn,  gave  chace,  in  conipany  with  the 
Charon.  At  half  past  A.  M.  he  got  within  pistol-shot  of 
the  chace,  which  had  hoisted  English  colours ;  but  on 
Captain  Macbride*s  hailing,  she  hauled  them  down  and 
hoisted  French,  beginning  to  engage  with  musketry. 
A  smart  action  was  now  commenced,  and  continued  an 
hour  and  ten  minutes,  when  she  struck,  having  twenty- 
one  men  killed,  and  thirty-five  wounded,  willr  her  rig- 
ging and  sails  cut'  to  pieces.  She  proved  to  be  Le 
Comte  D'Artois  private  ship  of  war,  mounting  64  guns, 
and  64-^  men,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  Clonard, 
who  was  slightly  wounded.  Two  of  his  brothers,  colo- 
nels in  ihe  Irish  Legion,  of  that  name,  were  on  board. 
Lieutenant  Parry,  and  some  of  the  Monarch's  people, 
which  had  been  put  on  board  a  prize,  were  also  retak^i. 
The  Bienfaisant  had  three  men  killed,  and  twemy 
wounded.    The  Charon  one  man  wounded. 

The  ohlcial  account  giv6n  by  Captain  Macbfide  of 
his  success  on  this  occasion,  was  as  follows,  and  which 
occasioned  much  mirth  at  the  time. 
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"At  ten  o'clock  yesterday  morning  saw  theiu:  ihcy 
stood  for  us  with  much  confidence.  About  two  uVlocic 
I  brought  them  both  to  action,  but  paid  attention  only  to 
the  one  on  our  quarter  till  we  had  effectuaily  winged 
her:  (hen  pushed  forward,  and  closed  the  other,  whick 
was  engaged  on  our  bow.  In  about  thirty  minutes  site 
struck  :  we  sent  a  boat  on  board  to  take  possession,  »ndl 
wore  round  after  the  other,  who  was  making  off,  but 
who  also  struck  on  our  coming  up.  They  proved  (o 
be  the  Hercules  and  Mars,  two  privateers  belonging  to 
Amsterdam,  mounting  twenty-four  nine-pounders^  and 
ten  cohorns  each  :  are  perfectly  new,  and  alike  :  sail  a« 
fast  as  the  Artois,  and  are  the  compleatest  privateers  I 
ever  saw  :  they  cost  upwards  of  20,00Cl.  commanded 
by  two  Hogenboomes,  father  and  son,  inhabitants  of 
Flushing. 

"The  father  was  well  knoivn  last  war  by  the  nick- 
name  of  John  Hardappic  :  he  had  a  schootc  privateer, 
with  a  French  commission,  out  of  Flushing,  and  did 
much  mischief  to  our  trade  :  he  was  sent  for  on  purpose 
to  command  these  privateers.  They  sailed  from  the 
Texel  on  the  3()lh  of  November,  and  had  only  taken  one 
of  our  fishing-smacks. 

"The  Htrcules  had  164-  men  on  board:  thirteen 
"wefe  killed  and  twenty  wounded.  The  Mars  had  liS 
men:  nine  were  killed  and  fifteen  wounded.  We  had 
one  man  killed  and  six  wounded," 

Admiral  Geary  having  '2,^00  sick  men  on  board  t!)o 
channel  fleet,  thought  it  prudent  to  return  to  Spithead, 
where  he  arrived  August  18.  Having  been  joon  after 
taken  ill,  he  resigned  his  command.  It  was  offered  to 
Vice  admiral  Barrington,  who  had  been  his  second,  but 
thai  brave  and  excellent  ofHcer  thought  proper  to  de« 
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dine  accepting  of  it.     Vice-admiral  Darbv,  who  ilood 
i»ext  in  comm.intl,  was  therefore  appointed. 

On  the  28(h  Rear-admiral  Digby  sailed  from  Spit- 
Iiead  on  a  cruize  with  twelve  sail  of  (he  line,  and  two 
frigates;  and  on  the  1  lib  of  September  Vice-admiral 
Darby  followed  wiih  the  remainder  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  the  combined  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain  sailed  from  Cadiz ;  soon  after  they 
met  with  very  tempestuous  weather,  in  which  several 
of  their  ships  received  considerable  damage,  and  were 
obliged  to  return  into  port.  On  the  7ih  of  November, 
the  French  fleef  again  put  to  sea,  and  reached  Brest 
without  molestation.  « 

On  the  15th  of  November,  the  Magnificent,  of  74' 
guns,  Captain  John  Elphinstone ;  the  Conqueror,  of 
74,  Captain  Dickson;  the  Elizabeth,  of  74,  Captain 
Maitland  ;  the  Berwick,  of  74,  the  Honourable  Capt. 
Stewart ;  and  the  Lion,  of  64,  the  Honourable  Captain 
Cornwallis,  arrived  at  Spithead  in  a  most  crippled  con- 
tlition,  having  suffered  considerable  damage  in  several 
heavy  gales  of  wind  on  their  passage  with  the  convoy 
from  Jamaica. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  Rear-admiral  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  sailed  from  Spithead  witii  a  squadron  of  ships  of 
war,  having  under  his  convoy  the  trade  bound  to  the 
West  Indies ;  not  long  after  the  fleet  was  overtaken  by 
a  violent  gale  of  wind,  which  scattered  the  convoy,  and 
disabled  both  ships  of  war  and  merchantmen.  The 
Monarch,  of  70  guns,  Captain  J.  Cell,  was  entirely 
dismasted,  and  obliged  to  return  to  England.* 

About  the  middle  of  December,  Vice-admiral  Darby 
riturned  with  the  fleet  to  Spilhead,  without  rny  parti* 
cvlar  occurrence  living  taken  place  during  his  cruize« 
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In  December  Hi^  Majesty's  &hip  Bcllona,  of  71  gun^, 
commanded  by  Captain  Richard  Onslow,  iell  in  with, 
and  after  an  action,  which  continued  hi^lf  an  hour,  cap* 
lured  the  Princess  Caroline  Dutch  shi)v  of  war,  mount- 
ing 64*  guns,  and  300  men,  four  of  whom  were  killed, 
and  twelve  wounded.  She  was  from  Amsterdam 
bound  to  Lisbon.  Captain.  Onslow  carried  liis  prize 
into  the  Downs. 

,  The  Isis,  of  50  guns,  commanded  ^  v  Captain  Evelyn 
Sutton,  on  her  passage  from  the  No  .  io  Spithead,  fell 
in  with  the  Rotterdam  Dutch  ship  of  war,  of  50 guns; 
when,  after  a  short  action,  both  ships  mutually  sheered 
off,  and  par<;ued  their  respective  courses. 

On  the  20ih,  a  manifesto  and  declaration   of  war 
against  Holland  were  issued  at  Si.  James's.  * 

.  We  shall  now  lake  into  consideration  the  afllairs  of 
the  Mediterranean  and  coast  of  Portugal. 

In  the  night  between  the  6th  and  7th  of  Jtine,  (he 
Spaniards  made  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  ships  of  war 
in  Gibraltar  Bay,  and  some  ordnance  transports  which 
were  lyin^  in  the  New  Mole.  For  the  accomplishment 
cf  this  enterprize,  seven  fire-ships  were  sent  from  Alge- 
«iraz,  covered  by  a  croud  of  armed  gallies  and  row* 
boats,  supported  by  a  small  squadron  under  Don  B:ir- 
cello,  which  cruized  across  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  to 
embolden  the  attack,  as  well  as  to  intercept  any  vessels 
that  might  attempt  to  escape.  The  darkness  of  the 
night  was  favourable  to  the  enterprise;  and  mij;ht  have 
proved  successful,  had  not  the  Spaniards  injudiciously^ 
set  fire  to  their  ships  at  too  great  a  distance.  The 
bursting  ouf  of  the  approaching  flames  alarmed  the 
British  commanders,  who,  till  then,  were  ignorant  of 
ti]e  danger,  and  had  time  to  prepare  for  the  reception 
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of  those  flreailful  Inslruments  of  dcslriiction.  The  boats 
<>l  the  ship";  were  instantly  manned,  and  rowed  up  to 
Ihe  fire-shipi,  which  they  grappled  with  the  greatest  in* 
trepidity,  amidst  the  burbling  of  shells  aud  a  heavy  can- 
nonade, towing  Wwm  clear  of  the  ships  of  war,  and 
they  drove  on  shore  in  ditfercnl  parts  of  the  bay,  where 
ihcy  were  entirely  consumed.  Soon  after,  two  more 
fire-ships,  still  larger  than  the  former,  were  observed 
bearing  down  on  the  Panther;  but  so  furious  a  canno- 
rnde  was  di'th.^rged  at  them,  that  the  Spaniards  were 
ol>liged  (o  set  ihcm  on  fire,  and  abandon  them  to  the 
fate  of  their  companions.  At  day-light  in  the  morning, 
Don  Barcello  had  the  mortificntion  of  beholding  the 
failure  of  his  hoped-for  expedition,  and  returned  to 
Algesiraz. 

The  Achilles  cutter  privateer,  commanded' by  Mr. 
William  Gtiwkins,  off  the  rock  of  Lisbon,  engaged 
most  gallantly  UEulalie,  a  large  French  letter  of  marque 
from  Bourdeaux,  bound  to  Port-au-Prince,  mounting 
SO  guns,  nine  and  six-pounders,  with  100  men;  the 
action  continued  at  intervals  from  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  on  the  11th  of  June,  till  half-^ast  three  P.  M. 
the  following  day,  when  the  i^olus  frigate  hove  in 
sight,  and  coming  up,  obliged  the  enemy  to  strike,  with 
the  loss  of  her  captain,  first  lieutenant,  and  several  men 
killed  and  wounded.  The  privateer  had  one  man  killed, 
and  eight  wounded. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  His  Majesty's  «hlp  Romney,  of 
50  guns,  .-^nd  300  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Rod- 
dam  Home,  being  on  a  cruize  off  the  rock  of  Lisbon, 
fell  in  with,  and  after  a  short,  but  smart  running  fight, 
captured  L'Artois  French  frigate,  of  40  guns,  and  474 
mci^  commanded  by  M.  de  Fcbre.     She  had  twenty 
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killed,  and  forty  woupdcd.  The  Roinney  had  lliree 
men  killed  and  vi'ounded.  L'Artois  was  taken  into  die 
royal  navy  by  the  same  name. 

On  the  6lli,  the  Romney  also  took  La  Pcarle  French 
corvette,  of  18  ;{uns  and  138  men,  commanded  by  Lc 
Chevalier  de  Briagnon. 

Captain  Edward  Nfoore,  commander  of  the  Fame 
privateer,  of  Dublin,  mounting  'J2  six-pounders  on  the 
main-deck,  four  four-pounders  on  the  quarter*deck,  and 
108  men,  having  sailed  from  Mahon  on  the  20lh  of  Au 
gu'it,  recrived  advice  that  five  French  letters  of  mjrcjiic 
had  sailed  fiom  Marseilles,  bound  to  the  West  Indies. 
Captain  Mooie,  whose  spirited  conduct  deserves  the 
highest  praise,  immediatt'y  went  in  quest  of  them. 
On  the  morning  of  the  */.')ih,  they  were  discovered  near 
the  coast  of  Spain,  but  at  so  great  a  distance,  and  the 
day  being  far  spent,  that  Captain  Moore  judged  it  best 
not  to  chace,  but  to  get  betwixt  them  and  the  land  dur- 
ing the  night,  in  which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  suc- 
ceed. The  next  morning  at  dny-light,  he  found  him- 
self off  Cape  de  Gatt,  and  about  two  leagues  from  the 
enemy,  who  was  formed  in  a  close  line  of  battle  to 
receive  him.  At  half  past  six  A.  M.  the  Fame  got 
within  gun  shot,  when  they  hoisted  French  colours  and 
discharged  their  broadsides.  Captain  Moore  with  the 
greatest  coolness  continued  to  bear  down  upon  them 
notwithstanding  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  reserving 
his  until  within  pistol-shot  of  the  largest,  which  struck, 
after  an  engagement  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour ;  with* 
out'stopping  to  lake  possession  of  her,  Captain  iMcore 
proc«eded  to  engage  the  second,  which  struck  also  after 
a  short  resistance ;  on  board  of  this  vessel  he  sent  an 
eSicer  and  seven  men  with  orders  to  stay  by  the  tirstj 
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wliiJe  ho  sliould  pursue  the  other  three,  which  were 
making  sail  to  get  off.  After  a  short  chace  he  came  up 
with  two  of  them  which  surrendered,  the  other  escaped. 
Hii  prizes  proved  to  be  Les  deux  Frcrcs,  pierced  for 
20  guns,  mounting  i  4>  six-poinulors  and  55  men ; 
L'Uuivers,  pierced  for  18,  mounting  12  four- pounders, 
and  41  men  ;  tiie  Zephir,  (formerly  a  sloop  of  war  in 
Hii  Majesty's  service)  pierced  for  14,  mounting  10 
Ihrec-pounderi,  and  32  men  ;  and  the  Nancy,  a  pink 
of  2  siii-pounders,  and  18  men.  Captain  Mooie  carried 
his  prices  into  Algiers. 

In  September,  the  Revenge  privateer  of  20  guns, 
and  100  men,  captured,  after  a  smart  resistance,  a  large 
Spanish  ship  hom  Fcrrol  to  Cadiz  willi  naval  stores ; 
she  mounted  20  guns  and  60  men,  ten  of  whom  were 
killed,  and  fifteen  wounded.  The  privateer  had  seven 
men  wounded. 

Vice-admiral  Arbulhnot  having  shifted  his  flag  from 
(he  Europe,  of  64  guns,  to  the  Roebuck  of  44,  pro- 
ceeded from  New  York  with  a  squadron  of  ships  of 
war,  February  11,  to  co*operalc  with  General  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  in  the  reduction  of  Charlestown,  South 
Carolina.  Il  was  the  20th  of  March  before  the  ships 
of  war  were  able  to  pass  (he  bar,  occasioned  by  the 
•badness  of  the  weather  and  the  enemy's  gallies,  which 
were  continually  annoying  the  boats  employed  to  sound 
the  channel.  At  the  requisition  of  the  general,  some 
heavy  cannon  were  landed  from  the  men  of  war}  with 
«  detachment  of  seamen,  under  the  command  of  the 
Honourable  Captain  George  Keith  Elphinslone  of  the 
Perseus,  and  Captain  Evans  of  the  Raleigh.  The  army 
having  constructed  and  opened  its  batteries  against  the 
town,  the  vice-admiral,  on  the  9th  of  April,  got  under 
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wei^h  with  seven  fr igatc<:,  and  passed  SuliivanV  Island 
amidst  a  heavy  fire,  and  in  two  hours  anchored  under 
James  Island  ;  the  loss  the  sliip.)  sustained  in  passing  the 
batteries  was  twenty ^seven  killevl  and  wuunded. 

The  enemy  liad  a  considerable  r*i.dl  lorce  in  the 
harbour,  which  was  drawn  up  in  order  of  baltlc,  as  if 
dclerniincd  to  dispute  the  passa;;e;  but  on  the  approacii 
of  the  British  squmlron  they  abandoned  their  position, 
and  retired  up  to  Charlestown,  where  most  of  the 
armed  ships,  with  several  merchant  vessels  andchcvaux- 
dc-trize,  were  sunk  to  obstruct  the  passage.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  ships  of  war  which  were  taken 
or  destroyed  In  the  harbour : 

jlmtrican  Shi^s% 

Brlcole,    pierced  for   60  guns,    mounted   ^\  gunf, 
twenty-four  and  eighteen  pounders,  sunk. 
Truile,  2G  twelve-pounders,  sunk. 
Queen  of  France  28  nine- pounders,  ditto. 
General  Moultrie,  20  six-pounders,  ditto. 
Notre  Dame,  brig  16  six-pounders,  ditto. 
Providence,  32  eighteen  and  twelve- pounders,  taken. 
Boston,  ditto,  .ditto,  .ditto. 
Ranger,  20  six-pounders,  ditto. 

French  Shi/is, 

.   L*A venture,  26  nine  and  six-pounders,  taken. 
A  Polacre,  IG  six-pounders,  ditto. 
Four  armed  gallies  and  some  small  vessels,  ditto. 

On  the  29th  a  brigade  of  500  seamen  and  marines 
were  landed  under  the  command  of  the  Captains  Hud* 
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«on,  Orde,  and  Ganibier,  which  wiihout  any  resistance 
took  posi^ession  of  a  fort  at  Mount  Pleasant. 
•  The  admiral,  thinking  it  practicable  to  carry  the  fori 
on  Sullivan's  Island  by  storm,  covered  and  supported 
by  the  ships  of  war,  was  determined  to  make  the  at- 
tempt -•  accordingly,  in  the  ni^^ht  nn  the  4tlt  of  May,  a 
detachment  of  200  seamen  and  marines  were  landed 
under  the  command  of  the  Captains  Hudson,  Gambier, 
end  Knowles :  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  pass  ihe 
fort  before  day-li^^ht  unob-^erved  by  the  eiv*?rijy,  and  took 
possession  of  a  redoubt  on  ihe  easl-end  of  tiie  island. 
The  ships  of  war  being  drawn  up  ready  to  support  th(^ 
attack,  and  every  arrangement  made  for  the  storm  ; 
Captain  Hudson  previously  summoned  the  fort,  which 
after  some  little  consideration  surrendered  prisoners  of 
war. 

On  the  I  Ith  Charlestown  capitulated  to  the  general, 
and  the  next  day  Major  General  Leslie  took  possession 
of  the  town. 

The  loss  sustained  by  His  Majesty»s  ships  during  the 
siege,  both  on  shore  and  in  the  ships,  did  not  exceed 
twenty-three  killed,  and  twenty-eight     junded. 

On  the  1  Ith  of  July,  M.  de  Ternay  arrived  at  Rhode 
Island  from  France  with  a  squadron  of  seven  sail  of  the 
line,  five  frigates,  and  two  armed  ships,  having  under 
"his  convoy  several  sail  oT  transports  with  6000  troops 
on  board,  under  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant-general  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau.  At  this  time  Vice-admirarAr- 
buthnot  was  l>ing  at  New  York  with  only  four  sail  of 
the  line,  viz.  Europe,  of  64- guns.  Captain  Ardesoif; 
Raisonable  of  64-  ditto,  Fitzheibertj  Robuste,  of  .7* 
ditto,  Philip  Cosby  j  and  Defiance  of  64  ditto,  Man. 
Jacobs;  he  was  in  daily  eKpectation  of  being  attacked 
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by  the  enemy;  but  on  the  13th,  was  relieved  from  these 
alarming  apprehensions,  by  e  arrival  of  Rear-admiral 
Graves  from  England  with  six  sail  of  the  line.  Thus 
re-inforced  an  attack  was  meditaled  betiveen  the  admi- 
ral and  general  on  the  French  at  Rhode  Island.  On 
the  17th  the  troops  were  embarked  and  the  ieets  sailed; 
but  upon  their  arrival  they  found  the  enemy  were 
strongly  posted,  and  that  they  had  put  the  fortifications 
into  a  perfect  state  of  defence  ;  some  disagreement  also 
at  this  time  unfortunately  arising  between  the  sea  and 
land  commander<5,  the  expedition  was  given  up ;  and 
the  admiral  satisfied  himself  with  blocking  the  enemy'is 
fleet  up  in  port,  as  an  attack  by  sea  would  have  been 
wholly  impracticable.  The  squadron  continued  on  this 
service  until  the  6th  of  August,  when  the  admiral  put 
into  Gardiner's  Bay  to  water  and  refit. 

On  the  22d  of  July,  the  trade  bound  to  Quebec, 
under  convoy  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Danse,  Cap'aio 
Graves,  was  intercepted  on  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land by  some  American  cruizers,  and  the  greater  part 
captured. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  Admiral  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney arrived  af.  New  York  from  the  West  Indies  with 
eleven  sail  of  the  line  and  four  frigates.  Immediately 
on  his  arrival  Captain  Bateman  of  the  Yarmouth,  was 
tried  by  a  courl-mailial,  on  a  charge  exhibited  against 
him  by  Sir  George  Rodney,  for  misconduct  in  the  ac- 
tion on  the  \T\\  of  April.  The  charge  being  proved, 
he  was  sentenced  to  be  dismissed  the  service ;  but  many 
favourable  circumstances  appearing  for  him  on  his  trial, 
particularly  that  he  fought  his  ship  gallantly  during  the 
engagement,   he  was  strongly  and  unanimpusly  rccora- 
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•mended  to  His  Majesty's  clemency,  who  restored  hlni 
to  his  rank. 

Oft  the  30th  of  September,  Captain  George  Montagu 
in  H;'.  Majesty's  ship  the  Pearl,  of  32  guns,  and  260 
men,  being  off  Bermudas  on  his  passage  to  America, 
fell  in  wilh,  apd  after  a  close  action  of  two  hours,  and  a 
running  tight  of  two  more,  captured  L'Esperance 
French  frigate,  loaded  by  the  merchants  from  Cape 
Fr&ncois,  bound  to  Bourdeaux,  mounting  26  twelve- 
pounders  and  2  six-pounders,  manned  with  173  men, 
twenty  of  whom  were  killed,  and  twentyfour  wounded. 
The  lots  the  Pearl  sustained  was  Lieuten  int  Foulkc  of 
the  marines,  and  five  seamen  killed,  Mr.  Dunbar,  the 
master,  and  nine  wounded.  U£<iperance  was  taken 
into  the  service,  and  caNed  the  Clinton. 

Vice-admiral  Edwards  still  continued  the  command  of 
Hii  Majesty's  squadron  at  Newfoundland.  The  cruizer* 
were  very  active,  and  picked  up  many  American  pri- 
vateers. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  the  Vestal,  of  28  guns, 
'  and  200  men,  commanded  by  Captain  George  Keppel, 
^nd  Fairy,  took  the  Phcenix  American  privateer,  of  \6 
guns,  and  60  men  ;  and  soon  afler  they  fell  in  with  and 
captured  the  Mercury,  an  American  packet  from  Phila- 
delphia, on  board  of  which  was  Henry  Laurens  Esq. 
late  president  of  the  congress,  bound  on  an  embassy 
to  Holland. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  Sir  George  R(  dncy  joined 
Rear-admiral  Hyde  Parker  in  Gros-islet  Bay,  St.  Lucia, 
from  whom  be  learnl  that  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting 
of  twenty-five  sail  of  the  line  and  eight  frigates,  hnd 
for  several  days  been  parading  In  sight  of  llie  inland, 
and  had  only  a  few  hours  previous  to  his  arrival  reiirtrd 
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into  Fort  Royal  Bay,  MartiitiquQ.  The  British  admiral 
hastened  the  equipment  c(  his  fleet,  and  on  the  2d  of 
April  proceeded  off  Port  Royal  Bay  with  his  whole 
force,  where  he  continued  for  two  days,  oflfering  the 
enemy  battle.  As  M.  de  Guichen  did  not  choo.^e  to 
"enlure  out  notwithstanding  his  sup*?rior  numbers ;  Sir 
George  Rodney  left  a  squadron  of  cop  per- bottomed 
ships  to  watch  the  enemy's  motions,  and  returned  with 
the  remainder  to  his  anchorage  in  Gros« islet  Bay. 

In  the  night  of  the  15th,  the  French  admiral  put  to 
sea;  on  the  16th  they  were  discovered  in  the  north- 
west. Sir  George  Rodney  instantly  made  the  signal 
for  a  general  chace,  at  five  in  the  evening  their  force 
was  clearly  ascertained  to  consist  of  twenty-three  sail  of 
the  line,  one  ship  of  50  guns,  three  frigates,  a  lugger 
and  a  cutter.  Night  coming  on.  Sir  George  formed 
his  fleet  into  the  line  of  battle  ahead,  keeping  sight  of 
tlie  enemy,  who  by  his  mancsuvres  evrdeniiy  indicated 
a  wish  to  avoid  a  battle :  which  Sir  George  assiduously 
counteracted,  and  was  resolved  to  compel  him  to  fight. 
In  the  morning  the  wind  favoured  the  British  fleet,  so> 
as  to  give  them  the  advantage  of  the  weather-gage. 
At  fifty  minutes  past  eleven  the  admiral  made  the  signal 
for  every  ship  to  bear  down,  steer  fur  and  engage  close 
her  opposite  in  the  enemy's  line.  At  one  the  action 
began  and  soon  became  general,  which  continued  with 
great  obstinacy  until  fifteen  minutes  after  four  P.  M, 
when  M.  de  Guichen,  in  the  Couronne,  with  his  se- 
conds, the  Triumphant  and  Fendant,  were  forced  out 
of  the  line  and  bore  away,  this  example  of  the  French 
admiral  was  soon  followed  by  the  whole  of  their  fleet. 
The  crippled  state  of  the  British  ships  rendered  pursuit 
impracticable^    particularly  the  Sandwich,    which  for 
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tweoly-foor  hours  was  with  dI(Hcult)r  kept  above  water. 
Every  exertion  however  was  used  to  put  the  fleet  in 
order  to  go  in  quest  of  the  ^nemy.  On  tlie  COth  the 
admiral  again  got  sight  of  liim,  and  pursued  for  three 
successive  days  without  effttcl ;  their  great  object  seemed 
to  have  been  to  push  for  Fort  Royal  Bay,  Martinique, 
.  where  alone  they  could  repair  their  shattered  fleet ;  but 
the  French  admiral  finding  it  impossible  to  succeed 
without  the  risk  of  a  second  action,  took  shelter  under 
Guadaloupe.  Sir  George  Rodney  returned  to  Chocque 
Bay,  St.  Lucia,  to  refit,  water,  and  put  otr  shore  the 
wounded.  The  !  >ss  sustained  by  the  British  fleet  in 
this  action,  ,was  120  killed,  and  333  wounded  ;  in  the 
first  list  were  six  officers*  and  in  the  latter  nine* 

On  the  6th  of  May  Sir  George  Rodney  received  in- 
telligence tliat  the  enemy's  fleet  had  left  Guadaloupe, 
and  were  approaching  to  w  indward  of  Martinique.  He 
directly  put  to  sea«  and  continued  turning  to  windward 
between  it  and  St.  Lucia  until  the  10th,  when  their 
fleet  was  discovered  about  three  leagues  to  windward, 
consisting  of  the  same  force  as  in  the  preceding  action. 
The  Frenchadmiral  studiously  avoided  coming  toa  general 
action  ;;  but  sensible  of  his  superiority  in  point  of  sailing 
to  the  British  fleet,  frequently  bore  down  in  line  of  bat- 
tle altfeasi,  and  then  brought  to  the  wind  a  little  more 
than  random  shot  distance.  The  British  admiral,  mor- 
tified at  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  gain  the  wind  and 
thereby  force  the  enen.y  to  ba'tle;  on  the  15th  directed 
hia  fleet  by  signal  to  make  all  sail  possible  on  a  wind  ; 
this  manoeuvre  led  the  enemy  to  think  he  was  retiring, 
and  emboldened  him  to  approach  much  nearer  than 
usual.  Si"  George  Rodney  sufl^ered  them  to  enjoy  the 
deception,  until  their  van  ship  had  approached  abreast 
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of  his  center,  when  by  a  lucky  ahift  of  wind,  whtch  would 
enable  him  to  weather  the  enemy,  he  made  the  signal 
for  the  third  in  command  (who  then  led  the  van)  to  lack 
«nd  gain  the  wind  of  the  enemy.  The  French  fleet  in- 
stantly wore  and  fled  witli  a  croud  of  sail,  notwithstand- 
ing which  they  would  have  been  forced  to  fighl,  h'jd 
not  the  wind  on  a  sudden  changed  six  points,  which 
enabled  them  to  recover  that  advantage.  At  seven 
P.M.  Captain  Bowyer,  in  the  Albion,  reached  jhe  cen- 
ter of  the  enemy's  line,  and  commenced  a  heavy  can- 
nonade, supported  by  the  Conqueror  and  tlie  rest  of  the 
van;  but  as  the  enemy  continued  under  a  press  of  sail, 
none  of  (he  rest  of  the  British  fleet  could  partake  in  the 
action.  From  this  time  to  the  1 9th,  the  enemy  kept  the 
advantage  of  the  wind;  on  that  day  it  so  far  favoured 
^e  British  fleet,  as  to  flatter  the  admiral  with  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  bring  on  a  general  action;  but  before  he 
could  close  with  the  enemy,  it  again  shifted.  The  French 
admiral  seeing  that  his  rear  could  not  escape  being  en- 
gaged, appeared  to  have  taken  the  resolution  of  risking 
a  general  action  ;  for  as  soon  as  his  van  had  weathered 
the  British*  he  bore  away  along  their  line  to  windward, 
and  commenced  a  heavy  cannonade,  but  at  uicii  a  dis- 
tance as  to  do  little  execution;  the  Frenchmen  could  not 
however  avoid  being  closely  attacked  by  the  ships  of  the 
van  led  by  Commodore  Hotham.  The  enemy  conti- 
nued under  a  press  of  sail  to  the  northward;  and  on  the 
2 1  St  V'ere  entirely  out  of  sight.  The  pursuit  having  led 
4he  fleet  40  leagues  to  windward  of  Martinique*  and 
many  of  the  ships  requiring  considerable  repair,  the  ad- 
miral steered  for  Barhadocs,  and  arrived  on  the  ^2d 
Carlisle  Bay.     The  loss  sustained  in  these  two  actioMS 
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Vas  68  killed^  Aitd  293  wounded.  In  (he  first  list  was 
'one  officer,  and  in  the  last  five. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  in  consequence  of  the  fnlcllf- 
gence  which  he  received  by  the  Cerberus,  Captain 
Mnnn,  of  (he  Spanish  fieet  having  sailed  from  Cadiz, 
dispatched  frigates  to  cruize  for  them,  and  to  give  hiih 
the  earliest  notice  of  their  approach.  The  Spaniards, 
however,  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  British  cruizers, 
and  were  joined  on  the  lOlh  of  June  under  Dominique 
by  M.  de  Guichen,  with  18  sail  of  (he  line,  from  Mar- 
tinique. The  combined  fleets  continued  together  as 
far  as  St.  t)omingo,  from  whence  Don  Solano  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Havannah,  and  the  French  to  Cape  Fran- 
cois. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  our  readers  we  'jhall  here  sub- 
join the  accounts,  which  were  given  of  the  above  acti- 
ons, in  the  French  Gazettes,  July  11,  1780. 


II 


Fori  Royal,  Afartinico,  May  9:%th,  1780.  ; 

*'  The  king's  squadron,  under  the  command  of  (he 
•Count  de  Guichen,  lieutenant-general  of  the  naval  for- 
cfes,  had  arrived  at  Fort  Royal,  in  Martinico,  the  2iJdof 
Marth  ;  some  days  were  taken  up  in  landing  (he  troops, 
lefiects,  and  stores  destined  for  that  colony ;  in  taking 
in  wafer,  and  getting  a  convoy  to  convey  with  safety  to 
St.  Domingo  the  necessary  provisions  destined  for  the 
i^eewftrd  Islands. 

"The  12tb  of  April,  the  troops  that  were  to  be  em- 
ployed in  any  expedition  that  the  fleet  ihight  undertak'e, 
were  embarked  with  their  ofl^cers,  and  distributed  on 
board  His  Majesty's  ships  and  frigates.  These  troops 
were  drafted  frcm  the  regiments  of  Viennois^  Chahi- 
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p-jgne,    Dillon,  Touratnc,  Walsh,  Ansenois,  and  En- 
jfhein;  the  foreign  volunteers  oF  ihe  marine,  Ihe  regi- 
ment of  Marlinico,  ihe  volunteers  oi  Boiiillie,  and  the' 
companies  of  artillery.     The  superior  officers  under  the 
cvimmand  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouillie  were  the  Marquis 
de  St.  Simon,   the  Marquis  de  Chilleau,  the  Viscount 
Damas,  the  Marquis  de  Livarot^,  the  Count  de  Cannillac,' 
and  the  Count  de  Tilly. 

*'  The  fleet  sailed  the  l!Jlh  from  the  bay  of  Fort  Roy 
al,  to  cover  the  pa-^sage  of  the  considerable  St.  Domingo* 
fleet,  which  Ihe  Count  de  Guiclien  had  ordered  to  liail 
the  12th  at  night,  under  convoy  of  the  Fierof  50  guns, 
commanded  by  the  Chev.  de  Turpin  dti  Breuil«  and  of 
the  frigate  la  Boudeuse. 

*»  The  King's  fleet  was  composed  of  22  ships ;  that  of 
the  enemy,  at  anchor  at  St.  Lucia,  was  much  about  the* 
same  number ;  but  two  three-deckers,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  74'gun  ships,  gave  the  Eiiglish  fleet  a  decided  su- 
periority of  strength,  which  did  not  appear  to  the  Count 
de  Ouichen  a  tuflieietit  reaion  not  to  attempt  to  form  at* 
tfeoki  against  the  posietsionn  of  the  enemy. 

"  The  Engltih  fleet,  commandedby  Admiral  Rodney, 
not  having  made  any  motion  to  oppose  tlie  passage  of 
Ihe  convoy  of  St.  Domingo,  the  Count  de  Gaichen 
steered  his  course  to  windward  of  Martinico,  througli 
the  canal  of  Dominico :  but  the  coi^trary  currents  were 
RO  rapid,  that  two  days  elapsed  before  the  King's  fleet 
could  gain  the  canal.  Several  ships,  howevt^r,  had  com- 
))a88ed  to  make  it;  wiien  on  the  16th,  at  seven  in  the 
morning,  Uljihigeoie,  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Ker«- 
saint,  that  was  in  the  rear  of  4he  fleet  on  the  discovery, 
made  a  signal  of  seeing  the  English  squadron.  The 
Count  de  G  uichep  immediately  made  the  sign^  for  bis 
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ships  to  rally,  and  unolher  Tor  llie  order  of  l>aUle:  he  em- 
ployed every  manceuvre  that  appeared  to  him  most  ad- 
\*anfageous  to  draw  Dear  tiie  enemy,  who  had  the  ad- 
vantage oi'  the  wind,  which  did  not  permit  the  Count 
de  Giiichen  to  attack  tliem  so  soon  as  hd  could  have 
wished.  He  resolved  to  crowd  sail  in  hope?  of  gaining 
the  wind  on  the  enemy;  but  it  was  not  until  the  17th 
thai  Admiral  Rodney  at  length  determined  to  accept 
the  battle,  by  bearing  down  on  our  line  at  a  quarter  past 
,one  in  the  al'teriioon.  The  action  began  with  the  van 
and  the  rear;  the  center  of  the  enemy  still  kept  at  a  dis- 
fance;  and  it  was  three  quarters  past  one  before  the 
leading  ship  of  Admiral  Rodney's  van  began  to  canno- 
nade La  Couronne,  the  Count  de  Guichen's  ship.  The 
French  admiral  had  flattered  h^m  elf  that  the  English 
admiral  would  seek  him  in  the  line,  but  he  still  kept  ia 
the  rear  of  La  Couronne,  which  made  the  Count  de 
Guichen  judge  that  his  project  was  to  cut  off  and  join 
the  French  rear.  In  eflfect,  it  was  not  long  before  Ad> 
miral  Rodney *s  manceuvres  tended  to  execute  that  pro* 
ject,  by  attempting  to  pass  through,  the  great  space  left 
in  our  line  by  the  Artiennaire,  of  6V  ^r.m ;  and  she  had 
already  doubled  one  of  our  ships,  when  the  Count  de 
Guichen  made  a  signal  for  the  whole  fleet  to  wear,  and 
arrived  in  the  instant  to  cut  oflfhimself  the  English  line ; 
but  Admiral  Rodney  did  not  give  time  to  do  it,  but 
hastened  to  tack  about,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  Count 
de  Guichen  come  up  to  give  him  battle.  The  Frencli. 
mdn}iral  immediately  hauled  down  the  sigiml  fur  the  fleet: 
to  wear. 

*'  The  two  fleets  being  then  oo  the  same  tack,  the 
Count  de  Guichen  hoped  the  English  admiral  would  at 
length  fight  him ;  but  the  admirars  -ship,  the  Sandwicl\ 
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ol  9$  gum,  constantly  remained  a  little  a-head  ^f  Ihe 
ip^lmief,  o^'  '*4,  commanded  by  the  Che  v.  de  Mantril^ 
Ihe  f(»«di(^(  ship  to  tlie  rear  of  the  Count  d«  Ouichen  | 
^nd  i.e  Couronne  could  only  bring  a  part  of  her  guns  tQ 
bear  on  thq  admiral's  ship.  The  Sphbix  and  ArtisieOj^ 
of  ^4*  guns,  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Soulanges  an4 
Ihe  Chev.  de  Pegnier,  wero  engaged  with  the  largest 
ships  of  the  enemy's  line,  among  which  was  the  Pr inces| 
Royal,  of  98  guns,  a  thr;  dicker ;  they  braveJy  liu^tain- 
«d  so  superior  a  fire  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  that  tli^ 
Kobuste»  of  74,  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Graftsti 
commandant  of  the  blue  squadron,  of  which  lhe.se  |wq 
ships  m4d«  a  part,  having  tacked  about,  came  to  their 
assistance,  and  disengaged  them.  The  Count  de  Guir 
then  was  in  hopes  that  Ibecoiabat  would  terminate  in  a 
more  decisive  nqanner ;  his  position  tp  the  leeward  left 
him  no  resource  to  force  the  enemy  thereto,  wbo  was 
inast?r  to  push  on  the  action  with  vigour  or  slacken  i/. 
The  surprize  of  the  French  ^dipirai  yva^  great  ind^(l« 
when  at  half  past  (bur  be  saw  i\dmiral  Rodney  set  his 
main  sail,  9nd  haul  his  wind>  which  was  also  done  by 
all  his  fleet :  half  an  hoar  after  ihe  fore-top-mast  of  the 
Sandwich  was  seen  to  fall,  which  ship  seemed  to  be 
much  disabled ;  it  was  perceived  that  the  admiral  had 
shifted  his  fl^g  on  board  of  another  sliip.  Tlie  King's 
ships  kept  up  (heir  lights  aU  night,  and  made  their  sig; 
nals  by  (iring  guiis;  bnt  pn  the  l&th,  at  break  of  day, 
they  i^w  npthing  of  thp  ^neaay,  who  were  not  discover- 
^  ^m\l  Ihf  l^th,  tp  th^  lisev^fard. 

'*  Jht  Coi^Qt  de  Gi^jphep  then  determined  to  land  hjs 
WQMnded  men  ^s  Qi^d^lpvpe;  which  was  efTectmi  while 
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"  The  Englisli  flee'  'a«  perceived  on  the  20lh  to  tee* 
ward  ofGuadaloape;  King^  fleet  man(euvTed  the 
f  I  St  and  *2Q6,  to-  engage  them  to  a  freth  action ;  and  as 
Ihey  j(ecm#d  reeolve<i  not  to-  accept  the  ofi^r,  th«  Count 
4e  G'jichcn  determined,  in  concert  with  the  Marquis  dw 
Boaiilie,  to  get  to  windward  of  the  islands  by  the  nortb 
•f  G^iadaloupe,  to  attempt  sueh.  expeditions  at  might 
•ecm  practicable. 

*'  The  enemy  had  sent  back  to  St.  Christopher's  and 
Antigua»  the  garrisons  they  had  drawn  from  thence  for 
the  enterpriaw  they  had  projected  against  Grenada.  Th« 
equality  of  force  between  the  two  fleets  did  not  allow 
of  regular  sieges,  which  would  have  been  necessary  to 
lake  these  islands.  The  French  commanders,  in  conse- 
quence, determined  to  get  to  windward  of  MiH-tinico  ^ 
And  after  having  passed  the  canal  of  St.  Lucia,  to  attempt 
to  take  post  at  Gros-islet 

•*  The  King's  fleet  was,  the  54h  of  May,  in  sigh^of  the 
land  of  MartinicO)  to  windward. 

"  The  7th  the  Marquis  de  Bouillie  embarked  on  board 
the  frigate  La  Courageuse ;  and  600  grenadiers  were 
embarked  on  board  of  our  frigates.  At  night  this  light 
nquadron  steered  for  St.  Lucia  to  windward*.  The  fleet 
followed  the  frigates,  to  be  at  break  of  day  at  the  en« 
trance  of  the  canaJ.  The  8th,  in  the  morning,  the  lug- 
ger the  Chasseur,  commanded  by  the  Chev.  St.  George, 
which  formed  the  van  of  the  little  squadron,  discovered 
the  enem)^  at  anchor  m  Gros-istet.  The  project  of  tak- 
ing  post  thiere  was  dropt,  and  dispositions  for  an  en- 
gagement madew  The  Count  de  Guichen  tacked  seve« 
salliaaes  in  sight  of  the  English  fleet,  and  stood  for  them, 
1^  tnga|«  them  to  come  out  of  the  canai  and  fight. 
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Admiral  Rodney  did  not  resolve  upon  it.  The  Frendi 
admiral  judging  he  should  not  be  able  to  determine  him 
to  it,  brought  up  his  fleet  on  that  of  the  enemy,  and  cha- 
sed Ihera  three  days.  The  fleets  were  then  to  thesouth 
of  St.  Lucia.  Tlie  Count  de  Guichen  steered  north- 
ward with  the  wind  at  east,  but  the  tuKowing  days  it 
veered  to  the  S.  E.  and  S.  S.  E.  This  change  gave  the 
enemy  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  without  which  he 
seemed  fully  resolved  not  to  accept  the  combat,  whicb 
would  have  been  decisive  if  the  king's  fleet  had  had  the 
wind.  This  position  having  carried  on  the  V5(h  the  van 
ef  the  enemy  to  windward  of  the  French  van,  the  Count 
de  Guichen  let  them  engage,  and  although  tt  was  even- 
ing, he  made  the  flee*  tack,  with  a  view  to  cut  ofl^the 
enemy's  van,  or  at  least  to  make  them  give  way.  This 
manoeuvre  succeeded,  and  part  of  the  f^eets  engaged  on 
opposite  tacks.  The  action  began  at  seven  in  tlie  even- 
ing, but  it  was  too  hit?,  when  the  ships  coufd  .lO  longer 
fight,  to  make  the  fleet  tack ;  the  proximity  of  the  two 
tines  rendered  that  manceuvre  too  delicate,  by  the  con- 
fusion that  might  be  the  consequence  of  it,  for  either  of 
the  fleets  to  expose  themselves  to  it. 

'^  The  Count  de  Guichen  continued  his  course  north- 
ward to  get  to  windward  of  Martinico,and  kept  on  that 
course  till  the  1 9th.  If  during  that  interval  the  enemy 
had  chosen  to  n^ake  sail,  an  1  avail  themselves  of  the 
changes  of  wind,  they  might  have  attempted'  to  gain  it 
of  the  king's  fleet;  bat  it  appeared  their  project  was  to 
keep  on  the  watch.     *  v 

**  The  J9lh  in  the  mornmg  the  Ehgfish  fTeet  was  iQ 
the  S.W.  One- fourth  west,  and  at  the  distance  of  between 
four  or  five  leagues  in  the  wake  of  the  French  fleet ;  the 
enemy  seemed  then  resolved  to  gain  the.wind,  and  ad* 
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vnnccd  with  croudcd  .sail ,  (he  kingN  fleel  added  none» 
lo  give  (he  Engliih  hopeR  oFgcding  (o  windward,  and 
let  them  thus  engage,  sine  e  they  constantly  avoided  to 
fight  tu  leeward.  At  half  past  two  the  Count  de  Gui* 
chen  seeing  tliat  tlic  enemy  could  no  longer  dc(*line  ihe 
combat  without  retreating  enlirefy,  ordered  the  shipft 
a-head-  to  govern  so  as  to  pass  before  the  (Lngiisli  line,  to 
hear  upon  the  van,  and  enter  into  action.  At  half  past 
three  the  fire  began  between  the  two  leading  ships  of 
iUn  file,  (he  English  being  obliged  to  come  up  and  pas« 
to  leeward :  the  action  became  successively  general  be* 
tween  the  two  lines,  ou  opposite  tacks;  but  at  half  pax^ 
four  the  he9dmost  ships  of  (he  French  line  having  taken 
much  sea-room  to  fight  closer,  and  (he  other  having  fol- 
lowed in  the  wake  of  the  former,  the  admiral  made  a  sig^- 
Dal  to  rally,  that«  in  keeping  (heir  wind,  and  in  tacking 
flIto^e(hcr«  the  line  might  be  formed  to  windward  ofth^ 
«nemy,  if  tiuey  should  attempt  (o  (ack  upon  oiu-  rear.  A^ 
three  (|uaf(ers  past  four,  several  English  ship^^  having 
tackedi  and  advfincing  with  (:roaded  sail  on  the  hindt 
tpios^  ships  of  the  French  line,  which  was  s(ill  engaged* 
the  Count  de  Guicben  made  ihe  white  squadron  tacl^ 
all  9^  onc^  l^ibre  the  wiod ;  and  then  the  blue  squa- 
dron, and  hf  left  t\^  white4>lu9  tp  cgnilnive  its  course, 
th?  rear  of  whjch  w^s  s^il}  engaged,  Tlie  inoveroen( 
was  scarce  executed  by  the  wjijt^  sc^uadron,  when  thq 
English  ships  that  advanced*  pine  in  nun^biBf,  tacked  int 
ipedi^tely  pfid  jpinisd  th^ir  squ^^dron.    ^ 

"  At4»alf  past  five  the  King's  squackon  presented  H^ 
s^f  9|jr^iQ  m  tht  Jae&i  prd^D  ^nd  the  ?nemy  by  falling 
$Kk  tQ  theif  shi|^  tQ  I^evvftr4  »1  length  put  ^ips^lviBf 
'J^  Mfif  9f  bftUl«* 
4^s  btttt  ib4iivv 
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'•Ala  quarter  past  six,  Ihe  two  fleet*  were  drawn  up 
in  two  lines  almost  parallel,  at  the  distance  of  two 
cannon-shot ;  but  in  the  night  the  Engli>h,  according  to 
custom,  strangled  at  large;  and  on  the  20th  at  day- 
break, they  were  two  leagues  to  leeward.  They  con- 
tinued to  roam,  and  at  hall'  past  three  in  (he  artornoon 
they  were  no  longer  seen  but  Irom  ihe  top-niast  hea<l. 

'*'The  2lsl  tiiere  was  no  knowledge  of  them  ;  and* 
the  Count  de  Guichen  judging  ihey  had  retired  to  Bar- 
badoes,  or  St.  Lucia,  steered  for  Martinicow 

'*  It  appeared  that  the  van  of  the  enemy  had  been 
roughly  hamlled ;  the  advices  from  Stc  Lucia  mcntiorr 
that  iour  ithips  had  arrived  there  completely  ihatlered» 
and  a  fifth  absolutely  unfit  for  lervico.  The  re&t  of  the 
English  fleet  is  put  into  Barbadoei." 

Commodore  WaUingham  arrived  Bt  St.  Lucia  with  » 
convoy  from  England,  July  12.  As  there  remained  no 
doubt  with  respect  to  the  dt stination  of  the  combined 
fleets,  Sir  George  Rodney  dispatched  Rear-admirU 
Rowley  and  the  commodore  with  ten  sail  of  the  line» 
from  74  to  6  V  guns,  to  re^inforce  S'r  Peter  Parker  at 
Jamaica!  and  thereby  insure  the  s^urity  of  that  island. 
Sir  George  Rodney  soon  af)er  sailed  with  the  remainder 
of  the  iieet  for  New  York. 

On  the  1 0th  of  October,  and  the  following  day.  the 
West  India  islands  experienced  one  of  the  mo«t  dread* 
fal  hurricanes  that  ever  was  remembered  ;  k  spread  de* 
solalion  over  the  whole  of  lhem>  particularly  Barbadoes^ 
Martinique,  and  Jamaica;  several  ships  of  war  and 
merchant  vessels  of  different  nations,  were  lost,  and 
most  of  their  crews  miserably  perished.  Some,*  how* 
over,  were  miraculously  preserved :  the  most  ccmadiai*- 
bJQ  jjislances  are  the  fuilowing :  , 
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The  Vengeance,  of  7+  guns,  CommoJore  KTotfiamr 
whh  Ihe  iElna  and  Vesuvius  bombs,  and  Si.  Vinccnlc 
snow,  were  lying  in  the  Careenage  of  St  Lucia,  and 
moored,  with  every  necessary  security  against  the  tem- 
pest ;  notwithstanding  which  it  blew  vvilh  such  iiresisli- 
bie  fury,  that  they  were  ail  driven  on  shore.  The  Ven- 
geance struck  with  such  force  upon  the  rocks,  that  had 
not  the  ^wind  fortunately  shifted  a  few  points,  and  al 
ihe  instant  cutting  away  her  roasts,  she  must  inevitably 
have  been  lost. 

The  Laurel,  Andromeda,  and  Blanche  frigates  were 
driven  on  shore  on  the  isiland  of  Martinique,  and  went 
to  pieces ;  their  crewu,  excepting  thirty-one  of  the  for- 
loer,  perished ;  the  Laurel  having  overset  a  few  leagues 
to  windward  of  the  isiaind,  lh«se  poof  fellows  found 
raeans  to  escape  the  ^te  of  their  unhappy  eonfipaniens. 
Ininiediately  the  Marquis  de  BouilJie,  governor  of  Mar- 
tinique, heard  the  circumstance*  of  tttese  men  having 
been  saved  iVooi  the  wreck*  Im,  with  extfemtt  Kama- 
i)ity  B»d  generosity,  lent  Ihe  anfordHiftta  (^uflfbrcri  in  a 
ilttg  of  truce  (e  Commodors  Mo(bam  at  St.  Lucii,  net 
cunfidtrlDg  them  in  the  light  of  9n9mm  i  bat  tkai  hav- 
ingi  in  common  witk  them^elve^,  partaken  of  the  dan- 
ger, were  in  like  manner  entitled  to  ev^ry  comA)rt  and' 
relief  that  could  be  given  in  a  iime  of  svKJb  universal 
calamity  and  distress*. 

Captain  William  Clement  Finch,  commander  of  His 
Majesty's  frigate  the  Amazon,  gives  the  follow ing  ac- 
count of  her  miraculous  preservation  ; 

«♦  The  morning  of  the  commencement  of  the  gale, 
the  Amazon  stood  under  her  storm  slay-sails  j  it  was  buk 
for  a  short  tinae  the  canvas  held  ;  after  tha4  the  ship 
behaved  perfectly  well.     About  seven  at  night  the  gale 
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increased  (o  a  degree  (hat  can  better  be  conceived  froifi 
the  consequences,  than  any  description  I  can  give 
There  was  an  evident  necessity  of  doing  something  to 
relieve  the  ship ;  but  I  was  unwilling  to  cut  away  the 
lower  masts  till  ^e  last  extremity,  and  accordingly  or- 
dered the  people  to  cut  away  the  main-top-mast ;  my 
orders  were  attempted  to  be  put  into  execution  witli  the 
utmost  alacrity  ;  but  before  it  could  be  accomplished,  i 
found  it  necessary  to  call  them  down  to  cut  away  the 
main-mast^  Whilst  I  was  waiting  for  the  men  to  come 
down,  a  <udden  gust  overset  the  ship ;  most  of  the  offi' 
cers,  with  myself,  and  a  number  of  the  ship's  company, 
got  upon  the  side  of  the  ship ;  the  wheel  on  the  quarter- 
deck was  then  under  water.  In  this  situation  I  could 
perceive  the  ship  settling  bodily  some  feet,  until  the 
water  washed  up  to  the  after  part  of  the  slides  of  tbe 
carrcnades  on  the  weather  side.  Notwithstanding  the 
ship  was  so  far  gone,  upon  the  masts,  bowsprit,  &c. 
going  away,  she  righted  as  far  as  to  bring  the  lee-guft- 
wale  even  withrlhe  water's  edge.  By  the  exertions  of 
all  the  officers  and  men,  we  soon  got  the  lee  quarter- 
deck guns  and  carronades  overboard;  and  soon  after 
one  of  the  forecastle  gum  and  sheet  anchor  cut  away, 
which  had  so  good  an  effect,  that  we  were  enabled  to 
get  at  the  pumps  and  lee  guns  on  the  main  deck  ;  the 
throwing  them  overboard  was,  in  o^or  situation,  a  work 
of  great  difficulty ;  and  I  could  perceive  the  ship  wbs 
already  going  down  by  the  stern.  This  arduous  task 
was  accomplished  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant 
Edward  Pakenham,  Whose  great  experience  and  deter- 
mined perseverance,  marked  hioi..pv|t  as  perhaps  the 
only  individual  to  whom  (amidst  such  great  exertions) 
a  pre-eminence  couid  be  givei).    The  water  was  above 
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'  'irt)e.\ddiiey>oir the  orlop  deck,  with  a  vast  quantity  b«- 
''t3inf0Mt9cksi,.and  the  stump  of  the  main-mast  falling 
if'^^i*^  step, .  odcasiened  one  of  the  chain-pumps  to 
•ifS'i^XidtTed}  useless,  as  was  the  other  soon  after :  by 
-tHe./gfi!at  activity  of  the  JWo  carpenter's  mates>  they 
were  aUernafely  cleared. 

"  Besides  the  loss  of  our  masts;  the  ship  has  suffered 
considerable  damages,  the  books  and  papers  totally  dc« 
stroyed,  and  twenty  seamen  drowned  and  wounded." 

The  French  became  equal  sufferers  in  this  shocking 

convalsion^-  in^fopoFtion  to  their  number  of  shipping, 

.Le- .^non»  ft  fitie>^aie  of  40  guns>  was  totally  lost 

on  the  island  of  St.  Vincent ;  and  th^  Experiment,  of 

50  guns,  shared  the  same  fate  at  Guaidaloupe. 

The  following  is  the  loss  and  damage  His  Majesty's 
ships  sustained  in  the  hurricane*- 

;!  >i^a:  Blanche,  of  32  guns ;  Andromeda,  28;  Scarbo- 
.roagh»  ^0:^J;a^fjel,  28  ;  Beaver's  prize,  16 ;  Barbadoes, 
14  j'tdraeleon,,f4tji  Victor,  14;  lost  in  the  hurricane. — 
Vengeance,  7  4;.  'driven  on  shore  in  thd^ Careenage,  St. 
•  Lui03ilpr*Moi»i9gaf  74;  driven  to  sea  from  St.  Lucia, 
and'lMftilfr^iiwi^       losaoif  kat  Ipasis,  &c— Egmont, 
.74;  lost  hot^  itfiiiini  Albmaai^  ||)«  blown^ovit  of  Bar- 
'  bsfdoes,  lost  Is^  lilsts,  ati^  g<%in^  Antigua.— Venus, 
tie  I    ditto.1— Amazon,  32;   driven  to  sea,     lost    her 
masts  and  bowspriti  laid  on  her  beam  ends ;  arrived  af- 
terwards at  Antigua. 
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